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PUBLISHER'S    PREFACE. 


The  work  herewith  presented  to  the  reader  is 
divided  into  two  separate  bnt  closely  related  parts. 
The  first  part,  "The  Voyage  of  the  A7/^,"  is  the 
narrative  of  the  expedition  sent  in  1891  to  convey 
Lieut.  Peary  to  the  northwestern  shore  of  Green- 
lard  ;  the  second,  under  the  general  title  of  "  The 
Peary  Relief  Expedition,"  is  a  record  of  the  second 
voyage  of  the  same  vessel  in  the  present  year, 
when  she  was  sent  to  bring  the  party  home  again. 

Added  to  the  account  of  the  two  voyages  is  a 
transcript  of  the  log-book  of  Captain  Pike,  the 
commander  of  the  ship  on  both  expeditions;  a 
number  of  facts  relating  to  Mr.  Verhoeff,  the 
only  missing  member  of  either  party,  with  letters 
from  his  relatives  giving  the  arguments  in  favor 
of  their  belief  that  he  is  still  alive,  and  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  young  man  and  Lieut. 
Peary  anterior  to  his  joining  the  expedition.  The 
search  for  Verhoeff  is  minutely  described,  and  the 
certificate  respecting  the  same,  signed  by  Captain 
Pike  and  his  chief  officer,  is  reproduced.     Besides 
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this,  there  are  chapters  on  the  winter  life  of  the 
Peary  party  north,  and  on  the  journey  of  Lieut. 
Peary  across  the  inland  ice  of  Greenland.  This 
journey  was  in  many  respects  the  most  wonder- 
ful of  all  voyages  of  discovery  in  modem  times. 
It  was  not  made  across  the  sea  as  was  Colum- 
bus', nor  over  the  land  as  was  that  of  Stanley ; 
it  was  made  across  the  ice — as  pathless  as  the 
sea,  as  crowded  with  formidable  obstacles  as  is  the 
heart  of  Africa,  and  was  made  under  discouraging 
circumstances  by  two  men  comparatively  unused 
to  Arctic  travel. 

The  great  and  startling  discover  ies  made  by  the 
expeditions  were  summarized  in  the  report  pre- 
seniM  by  Lieut.  Peary  to  the  Academy  of  Natural 
S  :es,  the  substance  of  which  is  included  in 
an  Appendix.  The  volume  thus  forms  a  com- 
plete and  authentic  record  of  one  of  the  most 
successful  journeys  ever  made  by  any  exploring 
party  to  the  frozen  North. 

A  brief  history  of  Arctic  voyages  fr  »m  the 
earliest  times  to  the  present  day  has  been  ap- 
pended in  the  belief  that  it  would  be  usi;ful  for 
handy  reference. 


PRinACH. 


^"pHE  autliors  have  requested  me  to  Avrite  a  preface  to 
-i-  their  story  of  the  A7/r's  voyaj,^e  to  the  far  North.     I 
have  jrladly  consented,  because  I  not  only  have  a  full 
knowled^^e  of  the  voyajre  itself,  but  also  of  the  book,  the 
authors  of  which    have    been    my  intimate    friends    for 
many  years.     The  book  needs  no  apolojry.     At  a  time 
when  the  whole  country  is  interested  in  the  efforts  to 
rescue  the  little  band  of  daring  explorers  who  have  risked 
their  lives  in  the  cause  of  science,  everything  that  relates 
to  their  journey  possesses  value,  particularly  when  it  is 
told  by  one  familiar  with  the  members  and  with  the  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  their  journey  to  the  North.    The 
sentimental  interest  relating  to  their  fate  is  scarcelv  less 
than  was  felt  concerning  that  of  Sir  John  Franklin.     In 
the  one  case  it  was    the  sympathy  for  a  devoted    wife 
which  caused  expedition  after  expedition  to  be  sent  out 
in  search   of  her  courageous   husband.      In    this    case 
another   devoted  wife    refused    to    leave  her    husband's 
side,  but  has  faced  the  terrors  of  an  Arctic  winter  with 
him,  and  it  is  to  rescue  and  relieve  her  that  the  sympathy 
of  the  people  has  been  awakened.     The  relief  expedi- 
tion has  the  prayers  of  a  nation  that  its  quest  mav  be 
successful. 
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But  the  present  book  has  an  interest  quite  its  own  in 
that  it  relates,  in  a  straightforward  way,  exactly  what  was 
seen  and  heard  by  Dr.  Keely  on  liis  voyage  to  the  North, 
and  which  was  recorded  with  fidelity  in  a  diary  which  he 
kept  from  day  to  day.  The  expedition,  of  which  Dr. 
Keely  and  myself  had  the  honor  to  be  members,  had  ex- 
ceptional opportunities  to  see  the  life  and  customs  of  the 
natives  of  Northern  Gi-enland.  Most  of  the  expeditions 
to  the  Arctic  regions  have  been  in  haste  to  reach  the 
farthest  possible  north,  and  on  their  return  vere  inter- 
ested only  in  reaching  civilization.  The  AV/r,  however, 
steamed  leisurely  back,  stopping  wherever  points  of 
interest  existed,  thus  allowing  the  members  of  the  party 
to  become  fairly  familiar  with  the  natives  and  the  desolate 
country  which  they  inhabit.  Those  things  which  were 
of  special  interest  were  faithfully  recorded  in  Dr.  Keely's 
diary,  which  proved  the  basis  of  the  present  work. 

Although  this  was  his  first  voyage  to  the  Arctic  re- 
gions, Dr.  Keely  was  already  experienced  in  travel  and 
with  meeting  strange  people.  He  had  visited  not  only 
most  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  but  also  many  of  the 
States  of  Central  and  South  America,  and  his  powers  of 
observation,  thus  quickened,  grasped  many  interesting 
things  which  would  have  escaped  one  less  familiar  with 
the  world  and  its  people. 

The  aid  which  he  received  from  Dr.  Gwilym  George 
Davis  was  invaluable.  Not  only  with  his  pencil  (for  the 
sketches  which  illustrate  the  work  were  made  by  him), 
but  also  with  his  pen,  he  has  devoted  himself,  with  un- 
tiring industry,  to  the  task  of  making  readable  and  valu- 
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al)U-  this  book  of  Arctic  travel.  My  t)wn  share  in  the 
\vork  lias  been  confmed  to  the  writiii^r  out  of  certain 
facts  and  in^  dents  of  which  I  had  special  knovvled^a'. 
I  feel  that  I  have  little  claim  to  either  credit  or  thanks, 
but  am  proud  of  an  opportunity  to  have  tny  name  con- 
nected with  a  work  which,  I  am  sure,  will  be  a  source 
of  pride  to  the  authors  and  of  usefulness  to  the  jreneral 
public. 

Dr.  Keely  and  Dr.  Davis  have  asked  me  to  thank  par- 
ticularly Prof  Henj.  vSharpaud  Prof.  Jacob  R  Holt  for  the 
-euerous  u.se  they  liave  permitted  of  their  photo^^raphs, 
from  which  a  lar^re  number  of  the  plates  illu.stratinjr  this 
volume  have  been  made.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  Prof. 
An^relo  Heilprin  for  similar  courtesies,  and  to  John  J. 
McKenna,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  for  several  acts  of 
kindness. 

W.     H.     BURK. 
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The  Voyage  of  the  Kite 
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INTRODUCTION. 


IN  1886,  Lieutenant  Robert  E.  Peary,  of  the  Engineer- 
ing Department  of  the  United  States  Navy,  having 
secured  leave  of  absence,  took  passage  on  the  steamer 
Falcon   from    St.   John's,  Newfoundland,    to    Disko,    in 
Greenland.      The  Falcon  was  bound  on  a  whaling  trip 
to  Lancaster  Sound,  at  the  head  of  Baffin  Bay,  but  her 
captain  agreed   to   put  the   lieutenant   ashore  at  Disko 
and  call  for  him  on  his  return  voyage  in  the  fall.     Lieu- 
tenant Peary  desired  to  examine  the  unknown  interior 
ofGreeland,  and  took  this  means  of  reaching  his  destina- 
tion.    In  due  time  he  landed  and  made  preparations  for 
his  journey.     With  only  a  single  companion— a  Danish 
officer  who,  when  the  Eskimos  refused,  had  volunteered 
to  accompany  him— the  lieutenant  scaled  the  steep  cliffs 
which  everywhere  separate  the  known  from  the  unknown 
land  in  Greenland,  and  set  his  foot  on  the  mysteriou'^ 
ice  cap. 

All  Greenland,  as  far  as  it  has  been  explored,  with 
the  exception  of  a  strip  bordering  the  coast,  is  one  vast 
glacier.  What  are  called  glaciers  on  its  shores  are 
merely  tongues  of  ice  pushed  out  into  the  ocean  by  the 
great  weight  of  a  continent  of  ice  behind  it.  From  the 
extreme  north  to  Cape  Farewell  is  one  vast  sheet,  the 
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product  of  centuries  of  snow-storms.  This  ice  sheet  is 
comparatively  level,  the  inequalities  of  the  mountains 
and  valleys  being  almost  entirely  obliterated  by  the  uni- 
form coating  of  ice.  Onl)'  the  gradual  rise  of  the  land, 
from  the  level  of  the  sea  to  an  altitude  of  about  six  thou- 
sand feet  in  the  interior,  is  preserved.  Here  and  there, 
in  the  interior,  mountain-peaks  push  their  way  through 
the  enormous  blanket  of  snow  and  ice,  but  except  for 
these  landmarks  the  surface  is  an  almost  level  plain. 
Across  this  surface  Lieutenant  Peary  made  his  way  due 
east  for  about  one  hundred  miles.  The  journey,  though 
made  under  great  difficulties,  was  without  danger  or 
extraordinary  fatigue,  and  served  to  confirm  him  in  his 
belief  of  the  correctness  of  a  theory  which  he  had  formed. 
This  theory,  in  brief,  was  that  the  true  way  to  solve  the 
many  problems  which  Greenland  offers  to  geographers, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  reach  the  most  northern  point 
attainable  by  man,  was  to  journey  overland  on  its  frozen 
surface,  instead  of  attempting  to  work  one's  way  north- 
ward along  the  shores. 

It  was  several  years  after  this  first  exploration  that  an 
opportunity  offered  to  definitely  prove  his  theory.  In 
the  mean  time  Nansen  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the  con- 
tinent froui  east  to  west,  although  at  a  point  below  the 
Arctic  Circle.  The  report  of  the  condition  of  the  interior 
by  this  explorer  agreed  with  what  was  found  by  Peary. 
A  comparatively  smooth  ice  cap  covered  the  entire 
breadth  of  Greenland,  at  least  at  that  point,  and  there 
was  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  same  condition  pre- 
vailed still  farther  north. 
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It  is  not  necessary  to  detail  the  modifications  which 
were  made  of  the  original  plaji  projected  by  Lieutenant 
Pearv.  His  aim  was  to  attain  tlie  most  northern  point 
vet  reached  by  man.  This  was  83°  24'  north  latitude, 
and  was  made  by  Lockwood  and  'irainard  in  1882. 

To  do  so  he  required  several  things :  First,  he  needed 
to  be  landed  at  a  point  as  far  north  as  possible,  from 
which  an  expedition  could  start ;  then  he  must  winter 
in  this  locality,  so  as  to  take  advantage  of  the  earliest 
possible  opportunity  to  start  on  his  northward  journey: 
he  had  so  to  arrange  matters  as  to  make  such  "caches" 
of  food  and  provisions  in  the  fall  of  the  year  as  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  carrying  with  him  all  the  sup- 
plies that  might  be  necessary  for  the  journey;  finally,  he 
must  provide  some  means  of  retreat  to  a  civilized  settle- 
ment, whence  he  could  carry  back  his  party,  together 
with  any  records  of  discoveries  that  he  might  make. 

To  the  expedition  he  was  willing  to  contribute  his 
private  fortune,  but  more  would  be  required.  In  order 
to  prosecute  his  researches  he  needed,  besides,  the  public 
support  of  some  distinguished  institution  and  leave  of 
absence  from  the  government. 

Government  aid  was  out  of  the  question.  The  sad 
result  of  the  Greely  expedition  had  been  too  recently  an- 
nounced to  warrant  any  hope  of  help  from  that  quarter. 
The  lieutenant,  after  several  rebuffs,  lectured  before  the 
American  Geographical  vSociety  of  New  York  and  the 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia.  He  en- 
listed the  sympathy  of  and  received  such  substantial  sup- 
port from  these  bodies  that  the  expedition  was  finally 
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sent  iiiuler  the  auspices  of  the  hist-naincd  institution. 
The  desired  leave  of  absence  was  obtained,  and  friends 
of  tlie  lieutenant  and  the  Academy  provided  the  funds. 
It  would  be  difficult,  if  not  alto<jether  unnecessary,  to 
explain  how  the  ori<jinal  plan  of  Lieutenant  Peary  to 
reach  his  desired  point  and  there  deposit  the  supplies  he 
would  need  was  modified.  Eventually  it  was  determined 
to  send  out  an  explorinj^^  expedition  by  the  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences.  This  expedition  was  to  charter  a 
ship,  carry  Lieutenant  Peary,  his  party,  and  such  mate- 
rial as  he  deemed  necessary,  and  land  them  on  or  about 
the  shores  of  Whale  Sound  or  Inglefield  Gulf,  in  latitude 
78°  north,  and  there  leave  them.  On  the  return  voyage 
the  Academy  party,  according  as  time  and  opportunity 
permitted,  proposed  to  make  investigations  of  the  land 
and  its  natural  history,  and  bring  back  such  specimens 
and  information  as  might  be  of  value  to  the  Academy. 
The  supplies  for  the  proposed  inland  journey  and  the 
means  of  returning  to  civilization  were  to  be  provided  by 
the  Lieutenant  himself.  These  included  a  supply  of 
provisions  sufficient  to  last  his  party,  after  the  landing 
had  been  made,  for  at  least  eighteen  months,  exclusive 
of  the  fresh  meats  which  he  might  obtain  on  the  voyage 
or  at  his  camp.  A  portion  of  the  ship's  supply  of  coal 
was  also  left  with  him,  and,  besides  this,  building  mate- 
rial sufficient  to  construct  a  small  house  was  carried, 
together  with  two  large  whale-boats,  fitted  for  dragging 
over  the  ice,  rowing,  and  sailing,  in  which  the  retreat 
of  the  party  was  to  be  attempted  in  the  summer  of  1892. 
He  had  also  a  full  supply  of  scientific  instruments,  snow- 
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shoes,  implements  for  liiuitin*;',  etc.,  and  warm  clotliinj;. 
He  had  hoped  to  supplement  his  supplies  by  the  obtain- 
ing^ of  Eskimo  jji^uides,  dogs,  and  sledj^es  at  Godhavn. 
In  this  he  was  disappointed,  as  were  also  his  expecta- 
tions, to  some  extent,  in  the  supply  of  fresh  meat.  Other- 
wise all  that  he  desired  was  taken  to  ^IcCorniick  Bay  and 
left  on  its  shores. 

The  leader  of  what  is  generally  known  as  the  Peary 
Expedition  adopted  the  title  of  the  North  Greenland 
Expedition  of  1891-92.  The  Academy  party,  therefore, 
distinguished  itself  as  the  West  Greenland  Expedition 
of  1 89 1.  Both  expeditions  were  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Peary  until  he  left  the  vessel.  Eater,  the 
West  Greenland  Expedition  was  in  charge  of  Professor 
Angelo  Heilprin.     The  personnel  was  as  follows : 
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North  Grkenland  Expeditiox  ok  1891-92. 
Eieutenant  R.  E.  Peary,  the  commander  of  the  North 
Greenland  Expedition,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
has  long  been  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Maine.  He  is 
about  forty  years  of  age,  and  spare  built  but  hardy.  He 
occupies  in  the  government  service  the  position  of  civil 
engineer,  being  attached  to  the  Navy  Department  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant. 

His  wife,  Mrs.  Josephine  Diebitsch  Peary,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  is  a  member  of  a  well- 
known  family  of  that  city.  She  accompanied  her  hus- 
band on  his  perilous  journey,  and  has  remained  over 
winter  at  the  northern  headquarters.  She  is  probably 
the  first  white  woman  to  winter  in  such  a  high  latitude. 
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Lan^don  (iibson,  of  inushiiig,  Long  Island,  is  abont 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  being  tall  and  ninscnlar,  and 
acted  generally  as  Lieutenant   I'eary's  chief  assistant. 

Kivard  Astrup  is  a  Xorwegian,  and  had  only  lived  in 
the  United  States  for  a  few  nu)nths  when  he  volunteered 
for  the  expedition.  He  is  skilled  in  the  use  of  the  "ski," 
as  the  peculiar  snow-shoes  of  Norway  are  called. 

John  M.  VerhoefT  is  a  native  of  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
and  acts  as  the  mineralogist  of  the  party. 

Dr.  F.  A.  Cook  is  the  surgeon  of  the  party,  and  a 
graduate  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
New  York. 

Matthew  Hensen,  who  acted  as  Lieutenant  Pearl's 
servant  on  the  latter's  trip  across  Nicaragua,  accom- 
panied him  to  the  North.  He  is  an  active,  intelligent 
young  colored  man,  and  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Phila- 
delphia. 
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Prof.  Angelo  Heilprin,  the  leader  of  the  West  Green- 
land Expedition,  was  the  executive  curator  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  Natural  Sciences.  A  native  of  Austro-Hungary, 
but  long  a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  his  reputation  as  a 
geologist  is  world-v/ide.  He  is  the  author  of  numerous 
works  which  are  acccjjtcd  as  standards  on  the  subjects  of 
geology  and  general  natural  history. 

Professor  Benjamin  Sharp  accompanied  the  expedi- 
tion as  zoologist  in  charge;  he  is  the  corresponding 
secretary  of  the  Academy,  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  and  of  Wurzburg,  and  had  made  a  special 
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stndy  of  invertebrate  /ooloj^y  at  the  Naples  Zoological 
Station. 

Professor  J.  1'".  Holt  is  the  Professor  of  Xatnral  Ilis- 
tor\  :Mid  Ilyj^ietie  at  the  Central  Ili^di  vSchool  of  Philadel- 
pliia.     He  accompanied  the  expedition  as  its /.oolo«^ist. 

Dr.  William  Iv  Hn^hes  was  the  ornithologist  He 
was  likcv.isc  a  gradnate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, ami  a  well-known  practitioner  of  medicine  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

INIr.  Levi  \V.  Mengel,  the  cntomolon^ist,  is  a  resident 
of  Readinj;,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  veil  known  as  a  col- 
lector of  lepidoptera. 

Dr.  William  H.  P.nrk,  the  botanist,  was  a  <;radnate  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  one  of  the  asso- 
ciate editors  of  the  Philadelphia  Public  f.edgcr. 

Mr.  Alexander  C.  Kenealy,  a  .son  of  the  celebrated 
member  of  Parliament,  was  detailed  by  the  Xc^k'  York 
J Iciald  to  accompany  the  expedition  as  its  correspond- 
ent. 

Mr.  F'razer  Ashhnrsi  is  a  member  of  a  well-known 
Philadelphia  family,  and  accompanied  the  expedition 
throuj^h  a  love  of  adventnre  and  travel. 

Dr.  Robert  X.  Keely,  Jr, ,  the  surgeon  to  the  expedi- 
tion, was  a  ,i;radnate  of  the  Jefferson  ^ledical  College  of 
Philadelphia,  and  had  had  an  extensive  experience  in  the 
hospitals  of  Paris. 

The  members  of  the  expedition  were  comparativelv 
young  men,  but  all  accustomed  to  travel.  They  formed 
a  most  congenial  company,  and  lasting  friendships  were 
formed  on  the  louir  vovaj^e. 
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The  expedition  left  Brooklyn,  N.  V.,  on  Jnne  6th,  on 
the  Arctic  whaling  steamer  AV/r,  which  had  been  char- 
tered for  the  purpose  from  Bowring  P>ros.  <)f  St,  John's, 
Newfonndland,  by  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 
with  a  crew  of  fifteen  men,  including  the  captain.  She 
returned  to  St.  Jjlin's  on  August  23d.  The  Peary  party 
had  been  landed  at  McCormick  Bay,  in  latitude  "jj^ 
43'  north,  and  the  members  of  the  West  Greenland  Ex- 
pedition returned  to  Philadelphia  by  way  of  Baltimore. 

During  the  voyage  the  expedition  had  rather  excep- 
tional facilities  for  examining  the  habits  and  customs  of 
the  natives,  especially  those  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  York. 
They  belong  to  a  most  interesting  race,  and  the  facts  dis- 
covered concerning  them  well  repaid  the  attention  thus 
devoted.  Large  numbers  of  curiosities,  weapons,  do- 
mestic utensils,  and  toys  were  brought  back  from  these 
distant  regions.  The  description  in  the  following  pages 
is,  therefore,  not  merely  a  narrative  of  a  voyage,  but  in- 
cludes also  some  account  of  the  natives  and  their  cus- 
toms. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

TiiK  vStakt.— Captain  Pikk.— Our  Cki;\\  .— Tjiiv  Lanh  ok  I-'van- 
GKUNE.— Arrival  at  Svuxev.— Coamng  i-*or  tii'C  \'(>vac.];, 

WE  were  off  for  the  Arctic  regions,  and  looked  our 
last  on  New  York  harbor  while  the  crowd  that 
alwavs  assembles  on  a  wharf  on  such  occasions  gave 
heartv  cheers,  and  countless  steam-whistles  added  their 
noisy  farewells.  The  ship  that  was  to  carry  us  thither 
was  the  /\//i\  an  Arctic  steam-whaler  and  sealer  of 
two  liniidred  and  eighty  tons,  which,  though  small,  was 
admirably  fitted  and  designed  for  the  purpose.  She 
was  technically  known  as  a  barkcntine;  that  is  to  say, 
carried  square  sails  on  her  foremast,  while  the  main- 
aud  mizzeu-masts  were  "rigged  fore  and  aft"  in 
schooner  fashion.  She  was  a  staunch  little  vessel,  and 
we  soon  learned  to  admire  her  seaworthiness  as  well  as 
her  strength.  The  assistant  engineer,  Mr.  INIcKinley, 
showed  us,  soon  after  the  start  w^as  made,  how  her  bow, 
for  six  or  eight  feet  back  from  the  prow,  was  a  mass  of 
oak ;  how  her  timbers,  enormous  for  the  size  of  the 
vessel,    were  bolted  and   keyed   together ;   how  the  en- 
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giiies,  thont^li  small  and  compact,  were  fulh'  competent 
for  the  sc'-vice  they  were  to  perform;  told  lis  how  the 
propeller  u-js  of  bell-metal,  bein.t^  deeply  sunken  to 
avoid  danj^er  from  floatins^  ice ;  and  explained  other 
points  about  her  t!iat  we  appreciated  much  more  fully 
when  the  attack  on  the  ice  be<ran. 
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Of  all  the  shi])'s  company,  I  particularly  admired 
Captain  Richard  Pike.  Me  was  the  most  ex])erienced 
ice-sailor  on   board.      Besides  havin<j  made  nianv  vov- 
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ap-es  as  a  whaler  and  sealer,  he  had  the  honor  to  be 
master  of  the  Proteus  when  it  carried  the  unfortunate 
(rreelv  expedition  to  its  winter  home  at  P^ort  Conner, 
in  18S1,  and  had  also  carried  up  the  expedition  of  Lieu- 
tenant Garlington,  vhich  attempted  to  relieve  Cireely 
in   18S3,  in  the  same  vessel. 

On  that  journey  the  Proteus  was  crushed  in  the  ice 
near  Cape  Sabine,  July  23,  1883.  The  voya.i^ers  never 
tired  of  having  the  old  captain  tell  of  this  terrible  adven- 
ture, nor  of  his  really  wonderful  retreat  to  Upernavik, 
travelling  six  hundred  miles,  in  open  whale-boats,  across 
a  sea  filled  with  icebergs  and  floe  ice.  It  was  often 
necessarv,  he  said,  to  unload  the  boats  and  drag  tlieui 
over  long  stretches  of  rough  ice  for  miles  to  reach  an- 
other lead,  then  transport  their  provisions,  and  launch 
the  boats  again  in  the  tortuous  passages  of  the  ^Melville 
IJav  pack.  This,  of  course,  was  a  severe  task,  and  too 
often  when  completed  would  lie  found  of  little  rdvantage 
to  their  progress.  He  said  that  he  never  lost  heart  but 
once.  This  was  after  a  day  of  severe  labor,  when  the  boats 
had  been  drawn  up  on  an  iceberg  and  they  prepared  to 
"camp,"  if  cauiping  it  could  be  called,  for  a  hard  storm 
of  sleet  and  hail  was  raging,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
build  any  fire.  As  they  were  about  to  lie  down  to  slee]) 
on  the  ice  there  were  unmistakable  signs  of  the  collapse  of 
the  iceberg.  The  work  was  all  to  do  over  again.  They 
must  load  and  launch  the  boat,  and  pull  off  in  the  stormv 
sea  for  a  safer  resting-place.  This  they  found  at  last  ou 
an  ice-floe,  and  the  men,  worn  out  h\  their  labor,  threw 
themselves  down  with  scarcely  any  preparation  and  went 
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fast  asleep  at  once.  He  himself,  lie  added,  was  "too 
tired  to  sleep,"  and  in  ntter  misery  and  despair  sat  np, 
thinking  of  home  and  family,  nntil  they  awoke. 

On  reaching  Upernavik  they  were  well  treated  by 
the  Danes,  and  in  a  few  weeks  were  homeward  bonnd 
on  the  United  States  S.  S.  Yatitic^  which  was  to  have 
accompanied  the  Proteus^  bnt  had  been  unable  to  force 
its  way  through  jMelville  Bay. 

Captain  Pike  was  a  typical  Newfoundlander,  and 
though  nearly  sixty  years  of  age  was  as  active  in  mind 
and  body  •  'nany  men  of  half  his  years.  His  face 
beamed  wii.-  eniality  and  good  nature,  and  though  his 
whitened  hair  and  rugged  face  showed  marks  of  the 
hardships  he  had  experienced  as  a  whaler  and  sealer,  it 
was  yet  frank,  open,  and  intelligent,  as  a  good  old  sea- 
captain's  face  ought  to  be.  All  of  us  reposed  the  utmost 
confidence  in  him,  his  directions  and  advice  being  strict- 
ly obeyed  and  followed  without  question  by  everyone, 
including  Ivieutenant  Peary  himself  He  was  a  good 
navigator,  and  did  his  best  to  impart  some  of  his  know- 
ledge to  "his  bovs,"  as  he  affectionatelv  called  the 
younger  members  of  the  expedition. 

It  was,  however,  for  his  friendliness  and  patience  that 
we  admired  him  most.  Always  genial  and  even-tem- 
pered, whether  the  ship  was  jammed  in  the  ice  in  ]\Iel- 
ville  Bay  or  tied  up  to  the  wharf  at  Sydney  or  St.  John's, 
whether  the  sea  was  smooth  or  rough,  his  manner  toward 
us  never  changed.  On  deck  he  was  the  experienced 
Arctic  seaman,  ever  watchful  for  danger,  yet  ever  scorn- 
ing peril  ;  between  decks  he  was  a  hearty,  whole-souled 
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companion,  older  in  years  but  younger  in  spirit  than  any 
one  of  us. 

Edward  Tracy,  the  chief  mate,  was  an  excellent  navi- 
<Tator,  with  large  experience  in  travel  in  icy  seas.  He 
was  exceedingly  watchful  and  attentive  to  his  duties,  but 
nevertheless  found  time  to  instruct  and  entertain  us. 
Patrick  Duniphy,  who  acted  as  second  mate,  was  a 
sturdy  ice-pilot,  and  steered  the  ship  through  the  narrow 
and  tortuous  passages  in  the  ice-pack  with  great  skill 
and  discretion. 

We  had  two  engineers,  William  Jardine  and  his  assist- 
ant, Alexander  ]\IcKinley.  Mr.  Jardine  was  a  man  of 
superior  knowledge  and  large  experience.  At  first  he 
was  somewhat  reserved,  but  after  he  had  become  thor- 
oughlv  acquainted  with  us  showed  his  companiona- 
bilitv  as  well  as  the  force  of  his  intellect.  He  was  an 
excellent  mechanic,  as  was  also  his  assistant,  Mr.  ^Ic- 
Kinley,  who  likewise  was  whole-souled  and  genial. 
Their  abilit>'  and  skill  are  shown  by  the  fact  that,  al- 
though the  engines  of  the  Kite  were  many  years  old,  and 
repeatedly  subjected,  in  the  course  of  the  voyage,  to  the 
most  severe  strains  at  brief  intervals,  from  full  speed 
ahead  to  full  speed  astern,  the  entire  run  of  more  than 
six  thousand  miles  was  made  with  only  a  single  stop- 
page for  repairs,  and  this  only  delayed  us  about  an  hour. 
It  was  to  their  watchful  care  alone  that  this  most  satis- 
factory result  was  due. 

A  full  list  of  the  crew  was  as  follows  :  Captain,  Rich- 
ard Pike;  chief  mate,  Edward  Tracy;  second  mate,  Pat- 
rick Dumphy;  chief  engineer,  William  Jardine;  second 
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cii.^-ineer,  Alexander  McKinley;  steward,  Lawrence 
Hackett;  assistant  steward,  Patrick  Welsh;  cook, 
Thomas  Pfeffer;  seamen,  Timothy  Tooney,  Thomas 
Collins,  John  Cnmmino-,  John  Ver<;e;  firemen,  Andrew 
Roost,  Edward  Crook,  John  Cnnninoham. 

The  voya<^e  from  Pirooklyn  to  North  Sydney  was  nn- 
eventful.  Once  in  a  while  some  one  wonld  remind  ns 
that  the  land  we  saw  was  historic  or  romantic,  bnt  we 
were  far  offshore,  and  even  the  reminder  of  the  fact  that 
we  were  passing  the  home  of  Evangeline,  where, 

"  In  tlic  Acadian  land,  on  the  shore  of  the  basin  of  Minas, 
Distant,  secluded,  still,  the  little  village  of  Grand  Pre 
Lav  in  a  fruitful  vallev," 


failed  to  aronse  enthnsiasm. 

We  were  compelled  to  enter  either  St.  John's,  Xew- 
fonndland,  or  Sydney,  on  Cape  IJreton,  to  obtain  a  snp);)h' 
of  coal.  The  latter  port  was  selected,  for  several  reasons. 
There  is  a  small  amount  on  the  northern  side  of  Disko 
Island,  (ireenland,  but  it  is  of  poor  quality  and  shaley, 
and  there  are  no  proper  means  of  obtaining  it.  It  was 
of  course  preferable  to  coal  at  as  far  northern  a  point 
as  possible.  This  we  appreciated  more  fully  when 
the  hold  and  even  the  between-decks  of  the  Kile 
were  filled  with  what  was  b}'  no  means  an  extravagant 
supply. 

As  the  harbor  of  Sydney  was  entered  we  had  our  first 
chance  to  examine  closely  the  shores  of  a  strange  country. 
At  first  flat  and  dull,  the  scenery  became  more  and  more 
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picturesque  as  we  sailed  up  the  harbor.  Both  sliores  are 
high,  aud  the  belts  of  stratified  rocks  are  clear  and  dis- 
tinct. Sandstone,  limestone,  and  coal  alternate  in  long, 
nearly  horizontal  layers  on  the  opposite  sides,  and  the 
green  snnnnits  are  further  embellished  by  pretty  little 
churches,  whose  spires  formed  a  series  of  beacons  on  every 
projecting  cliff. 

The  town  of  Sydney  is  divided  by  Spanish  Bay  into 
three  distinct  settlements.  North  Sydney,  South  Sydney, 
and  Sydney  Bar.  These  places  are  six  or  seven  miles 
apart,  and  have  distinct  local  governments  and  post- 
offices,  but  are  usually  classified  together  as  Sydney. 
A  little  steamboat  plies  from  one  to  another  every  half 
hour  through  the  day,  so  communication  is  easy. 

Our  ship  lay  at  Victoria  Piers,  near  South  Sydney, 
where  coal  is  easily  secured  direct  from  the  mines.  Some 
of  our  party  went  to  South  Sydney,  but  a  majority  took 
the  steamboat  for  North  Sydney,  just  across  the  bay. 
Disappointed  at  not  getting  mail  at  the  post-office,  we 
wandered  through  the  town,  pui  chasing  little  items  of 
supplies  which  had  been  forgotten  in  New  York.  A 
Salvation  Army  meeting  in  the  streets  attracted  us  some- 
what, but  otherwise  the  village  was  dull  and  uninter- 
esting. 

The  next  day,  Friday,  was  entirely  consumed  in 
filling  the  coal-bunkers,  the  members  of  the  two  expedi- 
tions in  the  meantime  enjoying  themselves  in  various 
directions.  Some  visited  the  settlements,  while  others 
explored  the  natural  history  in  the  vicinity  of  Victoria 
Piers. 


IN  ARCTIC  SEAS. 

Ill  the  afternoon  the  water  of  the  bay  looked  so  pleas- 
ant and  inviting  and  the  snn  was  shining  so  brightly 
that  six  of  ns  took  a  plnnge,  bnt,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, the  water  was  fonnd  to  be  icy  cold,  and  a  very 
short  experience  satisfied  onr  longings. 
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CHAPTER   II. 

Crossino  tiik  CiuLK  OF  vSt.  Lawk i' nck.— Our  First  Ice.— An 
AuANDONEi)  Boat.— In   the   MinsT  oE  the  Floe.— Xew- 

EOUNDLANI)   FISHERMEN.— OFF    FOR   CAI'E    DESOLATION. 

WE  left  Sydney  at  8.30  p.m.,  June  I2tli,  the  night 
being  clear  and  the  watei  .smooth.  The  ship 
had  been  heavily  loaded  with  coal,  having  taken  on  one 
hundred  and  eighty  tons  additional,  which  was  piled 
everywhere.  The  hold  and  bunkers  were  full,  and  there 
was  also  a  large  amount  on  deck,  altogether  making  three 
hundred  and  twenty  tons,  sufficient,  it  was  hoped,  to  take 
us  up  to  the  far  North  and  return. 

Steaming  along  the  east  coast  of  Cape  Breton  Island, 
Sydney  harbor  was  left  behind  and  we  passed  into  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  The  only  thing  we  saw  during 
the  day  was  an  American  fishing-schooner  which  was 
lying  at  anchor.  This  was  the  last  vessel  sighted  un- 
til the  harbor  of  Godhavn  in  Greenland  was  reached. 
Toward  evening  the  wind  and  waves  rose  and  the  ship 
pitched  and  rolled  heavily,  making  many  of  the  party 
seasick  and  the  decks  wet  and  uncomfortable.  The  next 
day  the  weather  had  moderated  somewhat,  but  the  water 
was  still  rough. 

We  had  by  this  time  passed  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence  and  were  approaching  the  western  coast 
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of  Newfoiuullaiul.  As  \vc  iieared  tlie  land  tlie  shore  was 
seen  to  be  rnj^j^cd  and  pictnrescjne,  with  patches  of 
verdure  '^ominj^  to  the  water's  edy;e.  Many  small  land- 
birds  came  about  the  shij),  and  several  li<^lited  on  it,  but 
only  remained  a  short  time  and  then  flew  landward. 

All  that  day  we  sailed  alonj^  the  Newfoundland  coast 
with  land  constantly  in  si^ht.  Night  coming  on, 
brought  fog  with  it.  ''"^his  was  so  dense  that  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  the  fog-whistle  blowing  until  morning 
in  order  to  warn  any  possible  fisherman  that  might  be 
cruising  in   the  vicinity. 

In  the  morning  the  weather  was  still  foggy,  and  at 
about  7  o'clock  several  pieces  of  ice  a  few  feet  in  diam- 
eter were  seen  floating  past  the  ship.  This  caused  con- 
siderable excitement,  because  it  was  the  first  ice  seen 
and  was  strongly  suggestive  of  future  icy  exper^*  'es. 
We  had  hoped  to  pass  through  the  Strait  of  Belle  I  ad 
into  the  North  Atlantic  unimpeded  by  ice,  because  of 
the  favorable  reports  obtained  at  Sydney  as  to  the  strait 
being  well  open.  It  had  been  reported  as  navigable 
a  couple  of  weeks  before  ;  but  within  an  hour  after  see- 
ing the  first  small  piece  we  ran  into  heavy  pack-ice — so 
heavy,  indeed,  that  we  were  unable  to  steam  through  it. 
The  thickness  of  the  weather  prevented  any  sight  of 
the  ice  being  obtained  before  it  had  barred  our  progress. 
This,  our  first  view  of  what  is  known  as  floe  ice,  was 
highly  impressive.  It  was  in  the  form  of  large  masses 
jammed  tightly  together,  moving  up  and  down  with 
the  waves  and  grinding  against  each  other  with  a  dull, 
rumbling,  mournful  sound,  resembling  surf  breaking  on 
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a  loiiclv  shore.  The  sight  of  this  iiiimeiisc  aiiiounl  of 
ice  so  soon  after  leaving  the  (juiet  waters  of  Sydney  Hay 
affected  us  quite  markedly,  and  gave  us  some  slight  con- 
ception of  what  might  be  expected.  A  few  sea-gulls  flew 
about  here  and  there,  contributing  to  the  weirduess  of 
the  scene.  To  add  to  the  gloom,  there  was  seen,  some 
distance  ahead,  an  abandoned  boat.  Whence  it  came  no 
one  knew.  It  was  evidently  a  fisherman's  yawl  which 
had  been  cut  through  by  the  ice  and  cast  adrift.  It  was 
a  ])oor,  useless  waif  in  a  sea  of  desolation,  and  we  could 
not  but  experience  a  partly  superstitious  feeling  as  we 
passed  it  by.     Was  it  a  symbol  of  what  might  occur? 
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We  remembered  the  dreadful  tales  we  had  all  read  of  the 
final  outcome  of  so  many  Arctic  expeditions,  and  thought 
of  the  numbers  of  faithful  iiieii  who  had  lost  their  lives 
by  such  an  accident  as  had  overtaken  this  boat.  Senti- 
ment, however,  had  but  little  enduring  place  in  such  a 
practical  company.  W^e  steamed  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  castaway,  but,  finding  no  evidence  of  life,  left  it  to 
its  fate  and  again  made  our  way  toward  the  open  water 
that  skirted  the  ice-floe,  hoping  by  so  doing  to  find  a 
clear  channel  which  would  enable  us  to  pass  the  strait 
and  emerge  on  the  open  sea. 

The  whole  day  was  spent  searching  in  vain  for  such 
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a  Ciiauuel,  goiiii;  backward  and  forward  from  one  side  of 
the  strait  to  the  other,  bnt  nothin^y  was  accomplished  ex- 
cept the  obtaining  of  views  of  the  lonely  shores  of  Labra- 
dor and  Newfonndland.  One  channel,  indeed,  was  fonnd 
which  appeared  to  lead  to  open  water  beyond,  but  after 
following  it  a  couple  of  miles  we  found  ourselvc  again 
blocked.  The  ice  quickly  closed  in  behind  us,  and  we 
were  unable  to  advance,  our  retreat  was  cut  off,  '  .id  there 
was  but  little  prospect  of  being  able  to  escape  for  several 
days.  We  were  in  the  narrowest  part  of  the  Strait  of 
]ielle  Isle,  it  being  here  but  nine  miles  wide,  and  at  this 
point  the  ice  coming  from  the  north  becomes  jammed 
and  interferes  seriously  with  navigation.  Our  journev 
cordd  scarcely  be  said  to  have  commenced,  as  we  were 
only  in  the  latitude  of  52°  north,  while  our  ultimate 
destination  was  in  the  nei.;hborliood  of  78°.  In  other 
words,  vve  had  accomplished  less  than  one-third  of  the 
distance  we  had  designed  to  go,  and  this  the  easiest  ])or- 
tion  of  the  journey,  yet  we  were  apparently  completelv 
blockaded  and  with  no  visible  prospect  of  release.  At 
times  the  ice  would  open  a  little,  when  some  sliglit  ad- 
vance would  be  nuule.  Small  clear  patches  of  wMter  were 
seen  here  and  there,  and  on  these  \vere  numbers  of  ducks. 
They  were  so  tame  and  unaccustomed  to  being  molested 
as  to  allow  the  ship  to  approach  quite  close.  We  shot 
many,  and  lound  them  a  desirable  addition  to  our  ordi- 
nary diet. 

T^ater  in  the  day  the  fog  disappeared,  and  we  found 
ourselves  close  to  the  Newfoundland  shore.  Here,  near 
the  edge  of  the  water,  were  seen  several  small  houses  or 
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lints,  evidently  those  of  the  native  Xewfoundlaiid  fisher- 
men. A  boat  containin.i;-  tbr-  men  put  off  from  shore, 
and  after  considerable  exertion  in  wor -cinj^-  throu.i,di  the 
ice  succeeded  in.  comin<;  alonj;sidc  the  Kite.  They 
slated  that  many  of  the  ])cople  were  sick,  and  some  had 
died.  The  disease  appeared  to  be  ei)idemic,  and  from 
what  could  be  learned  from  them  we  judged  it  to  be 
analo<;ous  to  that  known  to  us  as  "influenza."  They 
said  no  ship  liad  reached  the  settlement  for  many  months, 
and  that  ''cy  were  sadly  in  need  of  assistance.  Alter 
having-  a  lonj;'  talk  we  <;ave  them  some  medicines,  and  they 
left  very  grateful,  takiu*^  alon<;-  letters  from  several  of 
the  partv  to  mail  home,  as  a  ship  was  expected  to  call  in 
about  ten  days.  These  letters  were  received  all  J<;ht  by 
the  parties  t(»  wdioni  they  were  addressed,  but  only  after 
a  Ioul;'  dekiy,  I'or  the  strait,  as  we  afterward  learned,  was 
closed  for  main'  weeks. 

After  our  \isitors  had  departed  we  made  another  des- 
])erate  attempt  to  i^et  the  .ship  through  the  ice,  but  were 
a.^ain  unsuccessful.  In  default  of  an\thin<i;  better  to  do, 
we  resorted  to  fishino-  throuj^h  the  fissures  or  leads  in  the 
ice,  and  succeeded  in  catchin^  a  number  of  lar^e  codfish, 
which  furnished  a  fine  mess  for  supper  and  supplied  us 
wi;h  plenty  of  <>-ood  food  for  the  morrow.  Captain  Pike 
assiired  us  that  we  would  have  pi  ity  of  _<;amc  and  fresh 
meat  on  reachiui^  (ireeiiland,  wiiich  of  course  was  very 
cncoina^iuiL;-  iiMormation.  The  meat  obtained  at  vS\dney 
was  hnn,t;  up  from  the  cross-trees,  as  the  w^eather  was  suf- 
ficiently cold  to  preserve  it  without  requirinj^  to  be  stored 
in  an  ice-chest. 
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Having  found  it  impossible  to  proceed  onward,  the 
ship  was  fastened  to  a  large  floe  on  which  was  a  good- 
sized  pinnacle,  for  the  pnrpose  of  secnring  enongli  ice  to 
replenish  onr  water-tanks.  The  sailors  were  some  time 
in  cutting  and  storing  large  pieces  which  were  to  be 
melted  as  fresh  water  was  required.  While  they  were  at 
work  our  party  wandered  over  the  ice,  indulging  in 
snow-balling  one  another  and  taking  photographs. 
Several  good  pictures  were  obtained  of  the  vessel  as 
seen  from  the  ice-floe,  and  on  our  return  to  the  ship  we 
all  enjoyed  a  good  supper  of  fresh  codfish  and  potatoes. 
To  the  north  and  south  ice  was  seen  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach;  to  the  east  was  the  Newfoundland  coast,  and 
on  the  west  were  the  bleak  shores  of  Labrador. 

Night  setting  in  found  us  still  fast  in  the  ice,  with  the 
weather  getting  colder,  and  we  were  glad  to  seek  the 
comfortable  cabin  with  its  cheerful  coal  fire.  The  sound 
of  the  grinding  and  groaning  ice  was  our  lullaby  that 
night.  None  of  us  regarded  our  position  as  serious;  in- 
deed, the  captain,  who  was  an  old  sailor  in  Arctic  seas, 
told  us  that  it  was  a  usual  thing  up  this  way,  and  was 
owing  to  a  late  summer.  We  were  all  satisfied  with  this 
explanation,  and  only  eager  tu  escape  from  our  imprison- 
ment. On  one  of  the  two  following  davs,  while  still  in 
the  ice-pack,  some  of  the  party  visited  a  large  iceberg 
about  four  miles  away  from  the  vessel.  Thev  returned 
quite  tired  and  exhausted,  as  climbing  over  the  rough  ice 
was  no  easy  task.  They  had  remained  awav  so  long  and 
the  weather  became  so  foggN'  that  the  cajitaiu  grew  un- 
easv  as  to  their  abilitv  to  find  the  wax  back.     Two  of  the 
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Newfoundland  sailors  were  just  about  starting  in  search 
of  tliem  when  they  were  discerned  approaching.  Had 
the  fog  been  a  little  (juicker  in  coming  up,  they  would 
probably  have  found  it  impossible  to  regain  the  ship,  and 
would  have  had  to  remain  on  the  ice  all  night.  This 
illustrates  one  of  the  diflficulties  and  dangers  of  Arctic 
travelling,  anci  served  to  warn  the  less  experienced  of  the 
risks  incurred  in  wandering  too  far  away.  Later,  the 
weather  having  cleared,  it  was  found  possible  to  force 
the  ship  a  few  miles  further  llirough  the  pack,  and 
bv  working  all  night  about  thirty  additional  miles  were 
made. 

At  this  season  of  the  year,  in  these  latitudes,  daylight 
begins  at  2.30  a.  ai.  and  lasts  until  9.30  p.  ai.,  so  there 
was  much  more  time  to  see  to  navigate  the  ship  than 
when  farther  south. 

A  strong  wind  afterward  springing  up  from  the  south 
moved  the  ice,  and  the  ship  with  it,  in  the  direction  we 
wished  to  go.  By  this  time  w  were  opposite  the  iight- 
licuse  on  Cape  Norman,  whicli  is  the  north-western 
extremity  of  Newfoundland.  Althougl-  surrounded  by 
ice,  and  the  temperature  at  40  degrees  Fahicnlieit,  ii  did 
not  seem  at  all  cold,  and  we  were  able  to  be  out  on  deck 
in  our  shirt-sleeves,  with  no  heavier  clothing  «>n  tlian 
wlic-n  we  left  home.  This  feeling  of  warmth  was  attrib- 
uted to  the  reflection  of  the  sun  on  the  ice,  and  the  i  k- 
planation  was  made  to  appear  all  the  more  plansi^  '  by 
our  getting  mucli  sunburnt  during  the  time  of  our  con- 
finement in  the  ice-floe.  Soon  after  the  sun  went  down 
the  air  became  markedlv  colder  and  the  thermometer  de- 
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scended  to  about  or  below  freezing-point,  making  us  all 
appreciate  the  comfortable  quarters  below  decks. 

The  ice  now  became  more  broken  and  loose,  and  at 
daylight  we  again  endeavored  to  force  our  way  through 
the  floe.  A  strong  wind  from  the  south  having  come 
to  our  aid,  assisted  us  in  our  progress.  By  noon  we  had 
reached  the  southern  end  of  Belle  Isle.  The  light- 
house on  the  bluff  ran  up  the  British  flag,  which  courtesy 
was  returned.  Belle  Isle  is  situated  at  the  northern  end 
of  the  strait  bearing  the  same  name,  and  is  a  bold,  rocky 
island  one  mile  wide  and  nine  miles  long.  The  only 
buildings  on  it  are  two  lighthouses,  situated  one  at  each 
extremity,  north  and  south.  There  is  also  a  building 
near  the  southern  light,  containing  supplies  to  be  used  in 
case  of  shipwreck.  The  light  on  the  upper  end  of  the 
island  is  the  most  northern  one  on  the  eastern  shores  of 
the  American  continent,  there  being  none  in  Greenland 
or  Labrador,  The  former  place  is  only  accessible  in  the 
summer  months,  and  is  situated  so  far  north  that  during 
that  season  there  is  continual  daylight,  and  thus  the 
necessity  for  a  lighthouse  does  not  exist. 

The  keepers  of  the  light  at  Belle  Isle  must  have 
looked  upon  us  as  the  harbingers  of  summer,  as  the 
captain  said  that  our  ship  was  undoubtedly  the  first  one 
they  had  seen  since  the  previous  year,  na\'igation  closing 
in  those  waters  early  in  November.  We  were  all  anxious 
to  go  ashore  to  leave  letters  for  any  passing  vessel  that 
might  call  and  take  them  on  their  way  south,  but  were 
unable  to  venture  out  on  account  of  the  danger  of 
attempting  to  force  a  small  boat  ''mjugh  the  loose  and 
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danoferous  ice  intervening  between  ourselves  and  the 
shore.  This  ended  our  hopes  of  sending  any  further 
communications  home,  unless  we  happened  to  have  the 
good  luck  to  encounter  a  ship  on  its  way  south. 

As  soon  as  the  strait  is  known  to  be  open  this  route  to 
the  river  and  Crulf  of  St.  Lawrence  is  taken  by  merchant 
and  fishing  vessels,  because  it  is  the  shortest  between  the 
Old  World  and  the  New.  At  ^h:.-.  season  of  the  year  it  is 
generalh'  avoided,  but  on  our  return  voyage  we  passed 
several  vessels  bound  to  the  strait  for  cargoes  of  cod- 
fish. These  are  caught  and  dried  by  the  fishermen,  and 
afterward  shipped  to  points  in  the  West  Indies,  Central 
and  South  America,  and  Europe.  Early  in  the  season  it 
is  comparatively  rare  that  vessels  attempt  to  force  the 
dangerous  passages  of  the  Strait  of  Belle  Isle. 

There  was  a  possibility  of  our  meeting  vessels  bound 
from  the  far  North,  but  this  was  extremely  improbable  at 
this  period  of  the  year.  Almost  the  only  ships  that  trav- 
erse what  is  known  as  the  Greenland  Sea  are  whalers 
on  their  way  home  late  in  the  season,  and,  farther  north, 
a  few  from  Denmark  to  their  colonies  in  Greenland. 

Our  course  was  set  a  little  west  of  north,  headinof  for 
Cape  Desolation,  which  is  somewhat  to  the  westward  of 
Cape  Farewell,  the  most  southern  extremity  of  Green- 
land. The  passage  across  Greenland  Sea  was  expected 
to  be  accomplished  in  from  six  to  eight  davs,  provided 
no  detention  was  occasioned  by  the  ice,  which  might  be 
encountered  at  any  time,  and  the  winds  were  favorable. 
The  water  being  clear  of  floe  ice,  we  steamed  at  about  eight 
knots  an  hour,  having  the  wind  in  our  favor.    The  look- 
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out  was  stationed  at  his  post  in  the  bow,  watching  for 
icebergs.  Night  was  coming  on,  and  as  several  had 
been  seen  early  in  the  day,  we  feared  that  there  might 
be  others  in  our  path.  The  night,  fortunately,  was  clear, 
and  the  moon  gave  plenty  of  light,  .so  that  by  keeping  a 
sharp  watch  ahead  any  approaching  bergs  could  be  seen 
in  time  to  avoid  a  collision. 

With  early  dawn  came  a  north-west  wind  which  in- 
creased all  day,  until  by  nightfall  it  was  blowing  a  gale. 
Our  heavily-laden  ship  was  still  deep  in  the  water,  not 
enough  of  the  coal  having  yet  been  used  to  lighten  it  to 
any  appreciable  extent.  The  large  amount  of  coal  on 
deck  rendered  the  ship  more  unwieldly  than  it  otherwise 
would  have  been,  and  it  pitched  and  tossed  frightfully 
in  the  large  waves  which  every  now  and  then  broke  over 
the  sides.  Everything  above  was  cold  and  wet,  and  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  stay  on  deck  with  any  degree 
of  comfort  or  even  safety.  Many  were  again  taken  sea- 
sick, and  sought  their  bunks,  not,  however,  to  enjoy 
much  rest,  the  tossing  of  the  little  ship  rendering  that 
impossible. 

The  gale  kept  up  all  night,  and  Sunday  found  it 
more  violent  than  ever.  The  cook's  galley,  a  small 
house  on  deck,  was  nearly  washed  away  by  the  sea,  and 
so  damaged  as  to  require  repairing  before  it  was  possible 
to  obtain  any  cooked  food.  As  many  were  seasick,  we 
were  not  greatly  agitated  over  the  accident,  knowing 
that  we  would  not  want  anything  from  that  quarter  for 
a  day  or  two.  The  gale,  after  continuing  about  three 
days,  at  last  began  to  subside.     It  was  remarkable  that 
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in  these  high  latitndes,  where  one  wonkl  expect  con- 
tinuous cold,  as  long  as  the  sun  was  shining  the  air  felt 
balmy.  To  be  sure,  the  sun  only  hid  himself  for  three 
hours,  and  a  few  days  later  we  had  his  presence  all  night. 
Until  II  o'clock  p.  m.  one  could  easily  read  ordinary 
print  on  deck,  even  at  this  early  stage  of  the  voyage. 
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CHAPTER    III. 

I'IRST  vSlCIfT  OI'  CiRICIlNI.ANI).  —  ICKUHRGS. — DiSKO  ISLAND.— 
AUKIVAL  AT  (lODHAVN. — X'lSIT  Ol'  I'^SKIMOS. — DiXINC.  WITH 
Till':    (iOVKRNOK.— XaTIVIv    UtTS. 

OX  June  23CI,  toward  evening,  we  canglit  onr  first 
sight  of  Greenland.  The  land  was  many  miles 
away,  appearing  as  a  narrow,  dark  clond  on  the  horizon. 
All  through  the  long  Arctic  twilight  we  steamed  toward 
it,  the  outline  becoming  more  irregular,  but  the  peaks 
still  seeming  as  far  off  as  ever.  What  we  saw  were  the 
mountain-tops  back  of  Cape  Desolation,  and  at  this  long 
distance  it  seemed  to  deserve  the  name  which  it  bore. 
Rugged  peaks,  overshadowed  by  a  cold,  dead  sky,  were 
all  that  we  could  distinguish;  on  approaching  nearer, 
however,  we  had  our  first  glimpse  of  how  beautiful  an 
Arctic  scene  might  be.  A  vast  ma.-  of  icebergs  of 
fantastic  forms,  many  of  which  might  be  compared  to 
church-spires  or  ruined  castles  covered  with  snow,  were 
encountered.  Their  varied  forms  pleased  us,  and  we 
remained  on  deck  until  late  in  the  evening  admiring 
them;  but  the  most  beautiful  .sight  was  one  that  pre- 
sented itself  later,  when  the  moon  ro.se  and  illumined 
with  her  silver  light  their  snow-clad  cliffs.  As  we  pas.sed 
them  one  after  another,  they  loomed  up,  inky  black, 
against  the  twilight  sky,  and  had  a  weird  fascination 
which  kept  us  on  deck  for  many  hours. 
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TIk'SC  icebergs,  as  Captain  Pike  iiiforniecl  us,  were 
frac-incnts  of  "laciers  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Greenland, 
wliich,  swept  around  Cape  Farewell  by  the  ocean  cur- 
rents, sail  slowly  up  the  western  coast  until  deflected  by 
the  f^rreat  Arctic  currents,  and  are  carried  down  the  east 
coast  of  North  America  to  the  open  Atlantic.  Only  the 
larc^est  and  oldest  of  these  berj^^s  survive  their  lono^  jour- 
ney; the  rest  are  melted  and  dissipated  by  the  warm 
water  and  air  which  they  meet  as  they  float  southward. 
Those  that  remain  are  the  terror  of  the  transatlantic 
seamen,  for  they  float  in  the  direct  course  of  the  shortest 
possible  route  between  the  great  points  of  departure 
of  the  two  continents.  When  these  fragments  of  the 
great  ice-fleet  are  met  with,  the  mighty  steamer  is  in 
great  peril,  and  the  captain  shows  his  sense  of  her  dan- 
ger by  his  constant  watchfulness  and  extreme  care;  but 
the  /\'//r  being  of  different  build,  Captain  Pike's  placidity 
was  not  even  disturbed  for  a  moment  by  the  sight  of 
these  monsters.  Notwithstanding  the  abundance  of  ice- 
bergs which  lay  in  our  path,  the  ship  kept  on  her  course, 
except  that  the  ice-pilot  would  occasionally  throw  over 
her  helm  to  avoid  what  he  called  "knocking  her  tooth- 
pick out  of  her  mouth  " — that  is  to  say,  losing  her  jib- 
boom. 

The  great  procession  of  bergs  continued  all  uight,  but 
as  the  ship  reached  the  desired  point  opposite  Cape  Des- 
olation, and  her  course  was  turned  northward,  they  were 
gradually  left  behind  and  sailed  majestically  on  their 
journey. 

After  passing  Cape  Desolation  we  had  beautiful,  A/arm, 
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siinsliiiiN-  wcallicr,  nllowinj;  us  to  be  on  deck  all  the  lime. 
The  days  were  very  a<;rcea1)le,  and,  liavinjj^  now  crossed 
the  Arctic  Circle,  we  were  favored  with  continuous  day- 
lii^ht.  This  enabled  us  to  see  all  that  was  i)assin<^  at  any 
time;  but  havinj;-  no  darkness  aflected  ns  stranj^ely,  pro- 
dncin<4  such  a  feelin*^^  of  wakefulness  that  it  was  hard  to 
tell  when  we  ouj;ht  to  ,l^o  to  sleep. 

At  this  time  we  were  passin*;-  alonji^  the  western  coast 
of  (rreenland,  wdiich  was  only  twenty  miles  distant,  its 
rn<;-<»ed  outlines  being  clearly  visible  in  the  brilliant  sun- 
shine, while  the  tops  of  its  snow-clad  nionntains  were 
distinctlv  outlined  against  the  blue  .skv  in  the  distance. 
The  immense  icebergs  which  were  constantly  passing  al- 
ways interested  us.  Their  ever-changing  forms  and  beau- 
tiful clear  blue  color  were  never-ceasing  objects  of  com- 
ment, and  constantly  challenged  our  admiration.  The 
continuous  daylight  and  radiance  of  the  sun,  together 
with  the  magnificence  of  the  bergs  and  the  anticipation 
of  still  more  wonderful  revelations,  so  aroused  us  that  it 
destroyed  all  desire  for  sleep,  and  made  us  feel  as  if  we 
were  on  a  summer  pleasure  trip  at  home,  rather  than 
steaming  amidst  the  ice  of  Arctic  .seas.  The  island  of 
Disko  was  sighted  on  June  25th,  in  the  afternoon,  and 
although  seventy  miles  distant,  it  was  nevertheless, 
owing  to  the  clearness  of  the  atmosphere,  distinctly 
visible  to  the  unaided  eye. 

On  this  island  is  situated  Godhavn,  the  principal  set- 
tlement of  Xorthern  Danish  (rreenland.  This  settle- 
ment is  on  the  south  side  of  the  island  of  Disko,  in  lati- 
tude 69°  17'.     It  is  about  half  a  mile  from  the  sea,  and 
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to  <ict  a  oood  anchoranc  it  is  necessary  to  enter  the  fiord 
,„■  bay  for  this  distance.  The  settlement  is  not  visible 
from  the  ocean,  beinj;  hidden  by  the  mountains  at  the 
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entrance  of  the  fiord;  indeed,  were  it  not  for  the  two 
stone  l)eacons  i)laced  to  mark  the  spot,  one  would  have 
been  liable  to  lia\-e  jxissed  it  b\'  unrecoj^iiized.  (iodhaxn 
was  the  first  place  at  which  we  called  after  leavinj:;-  vS>dney. 
The  scene  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  was  truly  ma<;nif- 
iceut,  three  lar.^e  iceljcri^s  seemino-  to  <;uard  its  entrance; 
one,  about  three  hundred  feet  in  lenj^th  and  a  hundred 
and  fift\'  feet  in  heij^ht,  was  shaped  like  an  immense  arch, 
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with  an  opening  large  enough  to  permit  the  passage  of 
a  vessel  the  size  of  our  own  with  topmasts  housed.  From 
the  level  of  the  sea  to  ihe  top  of  the  arch  was  quite  sev- 
enty feet,  and  it  was  as  regular  and  beautiful  a  semicircle 
as  ever  seen  in  our  large  stone  bridges  at  home.  The  pale 
blue  ice,  with  its  surface  covered  with  snow  and  frozen 
hard  enough  to  glisten  in  the  morning  sunlight,  sur- 
passed in  color  and  beauty  anything  that  man  could 
form  from  purest  marble,  and  was  a  sight  never  to  be 
forgotten. 

On  our  arrival  in  front  of  Jie  town  a  whale-boat  left 
the  shore,  manned  by  halt  a  dozen  natives,  who,  com- 
ing aboard,  guided  our  ship  to  a  safe  anchorage  opposite 
the  governor's  house.  vSome  of  these  men  spoke  a  little 
English,  which  had  been  acquired  during  the  visits  of 
whalers.  P)y  means  of  their  small  stock  of  this  language, 
eked  out  with  additional  signs  and  gestures,  they  in- 
formed us  that  our  vessel  had  been  sightea  several  hours 
before,  by  some  of  their  companions,  from  the  mountain 
height  adjacent  to  the  vilLige. 

The  harbor  of  Oodhavu  is  kmd-locked,  and  is  as  snug 
■iiid  pretty  a  little  harbor  as  one  ever  sees.  On  the  north 
side  the  mountains  reached  over  three  thousand  feet  in 
height,  their  toj)s  being  covered  with  snow  and  ice 
Toward  the  base  thev  were  greenish  in  color,  which,  was 
due  to  a  scanty  growth  of  mos.ses  and  lichens.  There 
w;<s  not  a  Uej  to  bo  seen  anywhere;  indeed,  we  soon 
learned  that  in  Greenland  trees  as  we  know  them  do  not 
exist.  To  the  south  the  ground  was  low  and  rocky,  and 
in  the  water  bevond  i  number  of  iceberi^s  could  be  seen. 
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The  land  contained  enoii<;li  soil  to  furnish  subsistence 
to  a  small  amount  of  veg^etation,  which  added  a  pretty 
<,rreen  to  the  landscape. 

The  anchor  was  dropped  and  a  salute  fired,  which 
w  IS  res])onded  to  l>y  one  from  the  land,  and  Captain  Pike 
\\\'\\  Lieutenant  Peary  and  Prof  Heilprin  went  ashore 
and  called  on  llie  inspector,  Mr.  Andersen.  The  letter 
of  introduction  from  the  Danish  minister  at  Washington, 
t()<;ether  with  other  papers  explaining-  our  mission  in 
(.ircL-nland,  was  shown  to  him,  and  lie  received  the 
visitors  very  pleasantly,  hopinor  \\y^x\.  their  stav  at  God- 
luun  would  be  an  enjoyable  one. 

After  their  return  to  the  ship  nearly  all  the  ])arty 
landed  and  proceeded  to  investigate  the  villa<;e  and  sur- 
ronndinjy  country.  The  few  remaining  on  board  receix'vd 
a  visit  from  the  natives,  who  came  to  the  ship  to  trade 
and  .i2;ratif\'  their  curiosity.  They  ])roved  so  interesting; 
that  I  decided  to  stay  aboard  all  mon:iu<>-. 

'Pile  first  sij^ht  of  the  Kskinio  Is  disappointing'.  It  is 
true  that  they  are  squat  in  fi_^ure  and  swarthy,  but  those 
which  we  saw  at  Disko  virc  not  so  remarkable  in  fiice  or 
form  as  to  ha\'e  attracted  attention  in  any  port  where 
forei.i^'U  sailors  abound,  except  for  their  skin  costumes. 
I'Acn  these  costumes  would  not  have  been  jxirticularlv 
notic(.-;'.i)le  had  it  not  been  for  their  filthiness.  We  felt 
the  s'lUie  disappointment  that  many  of  us  had  experienced 
at  sceino-  the  Western  Indians,  when,  instead  of  a  noble 
s.ivaj^e,  or  eveii  a  semblance  of  the  caricatures  one  sees  of 
die  Indian  in  lii_oh  hat  and  red  blanket,  we  found  men 
like  ourselves,  dressed  in   fairlv  civilized  fiishion,  and  at 
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first  sight  not  remarkable  for  anything-.  This  first  im- 
pression, however,  in  both  cases  soon  wears  off.  The 
physiognomy,  race  characteristics,  and  cnstonis  are  seen 
to  differ  widely  from  those  of  other  nations,  and  an 
interest  all  the  more  intense  on  acconnt  of  its  previous 
absence  was  felt  in  studying  this  (to  us)  new  variety  of 
mankind. 

About  noon  a  couple  of  natives  rowed  me  ashore,  and 
after  a  few  minutes  spent  in  looking  about  the  settlement 
I  met  the  inspector,  the  governor,  and  a  passenger  from 
the  only  ship  in  the  harbor,  a  small  Danish  brig.  This 
gentleman,  Mr.  Koch  by  name,  had  arrived  a  few  days 
previously  from  Denmark,  and  was  awaiting  an  opportu- 
nity to  proceed  southward  to  take  charge  of  one  of  the 
other  settlements.  They  w^ere  standing  in  front  of  the 
governor's  house,  talking,  as  I  approached  and  introduced 
myself.  F'ortunately  for  me,  they  all  spoke  some  Eng- 
lish, and  we  were  soon  conversing  about  the  expedi- 
tion. 

A  delightful  half  hour  was  thus  passed,  after  which  I 
received  an  invitation  from  the  governor  to  dine  with 
him.  On  my  accepting,  we  entered  the  house  and  were 
ushered  into  the  parlor,  through  the  open  doorway  of 
which,  leading  to  the  dining-room,  could  be  seen  the 
servants  preparing  the  meal.  The  savory  odors  of  the 
food,  the  spotless  linen  table-cloth,  and  home-like  sui 
roundings  were  indeed  an  agree  ible  change  from  sliiji- 
life.  The  party  at  dinner,  which  was  soon  announced, 
consisted  of  the  governor  and  his  wife,  ]\Ir.  Koch  with 
hisv>ifeand  child,  md  myself.      Th'fn  followed  a  most 
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enjoyable  meal.  It  be,q:an  with  a  soup  of  most  delicious 
fla\x)r,  made  from  the  eider-duck,  followed  b\-  broiled 
eider-duck  breasts  and  potatoes,  with  bread  and  wine.  A 
dessert  of  jelly  and  almonds  ended  the  repast.  The 
variety  of  the  vegetables  was  necessarily  restricted,  be- 
cause tliev  had  all  to  be  brought  from  Denmark,  and 
communication  with  that  country  is  only  jDOSsible  during 
the  summer  months. 

The  servants  seemed  to  be  cpiite  familiar  with  their 
duties,  and  moved  about  noiselessly  in  their  soft  skin 
l)()ots.  A  slight  look  or  gesture  from  the  host  or  hostess 
was  rcadilv  understood  and  immediately  obeyed.  They 
were  Eskimo  women,  and  dressed  in  fur  trousers  with 
fancv-colored  soft  leather  boots  which  reached  to  the 
knees;  a  short  jacket  made  of  the  skin  of  the  hair  seal 
and  a  fancy  handkerchief  or  cloth  about  the  head  com- 
pleted their  attire.  It  was  indeed  a  sensible  costume, 
and  both  becoming  and  picturesque. 

The  conversation  at  the  table,  which  was  principally 
in  the  Danish  tongue,  was  kindly  translated  for  nie,  from 
time  to  time,  by  !Mr.  Koch,  who  spoke  English  with 
considerable  fluency.  This  courtesy,  and  the  kindness 
and  wnialitv  of  the  host,  added  considerably  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  occasion.  On  rising,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  dinner,  those  at  the  table  shook  hands  with  their 
host  and  with  one  another,  and  exchanyfcd  fri'eetingfs. 
This  was  an  ancient  Danish  custom,  and  is  generally 
practised  among  the  Danes  in  Greenland.  The  gentle- 
men then  retired  to  another  room,  where  coffee  and 
cigars  were  served. 
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On  leavinf*-,  soon  afterward,  we  made  a  tonr  of  the 
settlement.  It  consisted  of  the  inspector's  house,  the 
governor's  house,  a  store,  the  assistant  governor's  house, 
a  small  chapel,  a  cooper  and  blacksmith  shop,  a  store- 
house near  the  edge  of  the  water,  where  the  ships 
unloaded,  and  about  thirty  or  forty  Eskimo  huts.     All 
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the  buildings  except  those  of  the  Eskimos  were  made  of 
lumber  brought  from  Denmark.  They  were  about  a 
story  and  a  half  high,  with  steep  peaked  roofs  covered 
with  pitch.  The  windows,  and  the  panes  also,  were 
quite  small,  both  the  windows  and  the  doors  being  deep- 
Iv  cased  to  provide  against  the  bitter  cold  of  winter.     At 
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this  season  of  the  year  the  double  windows  were  unneces- 
sary, for  the  temperature  was  about  the  freezing-point 
and  in  the  bright  sunlight  it  was  quite  warm.  Both  the 
sides  and  roofs  of  the  houses  were  covered  with  coal-tar, 
and  the  casings  and  window-sashes  were  painted  white, 
the  contrast  of  the  two  colors  producing  a  striking  and 
b\  no  means  unpleasing  effect.  All  were  scrupulously 
clean,  and  presented  a  n2at  and  cosy  appearance.  Sev- 
eral houses  were  fenced  in,  and  nicely-kept  pebble  walks 
led  up  to  the  front  door. 

As  one  entered,  he  found  a  short  hall  from  which  two 
doors  opened;  one  of  these  led  into  a  sitting-room,  which 
was  also  fitted  up  for  the  transaction  of  business  relating 
to  the  colony.  This  room  was  quite  cheerful  and  neatly 
furnished,  containing  a  piano,  a  book-case  filled  with 
books,  and  other  evidences  of  refinement.  There  were 
windows  on  three  sides  of  the  room,  which  looked  out 
on  the  bay  and  the  pleasant  landscape  around.  The 
other  door,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hail,  gave  access 
to  the  living-rooms  of  the  family.  I  did  not  see  the 
upper  rooms,  \\hich  uiust  have  been  small,  and  were 
possibly  used  for  storage  purposes  or  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  servants. 

On  the  sheltered  side  of  the  house,  under  one  of  the 
windows,  was  a  miniature  garden  five  or  six  feet  square. 
It  contained  lettuce,  peas,  and  one  or  two  other  hardy  veg- 
etables. This  garden  was  more  a  thing  of  ornament  than 
service,  as  the  amount  grown  in  it  was  insignificant  and 
the  short  season  prevented  the  plants  from  becoming 
pro]3erly  matured.     It  was  inclosed  by  a  neat  and  pretty 
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fence  of  wood,  which  rcseiiil)led  the  toy  fences  used  to 
surround  our  Christmas  trees. 

The  houses  have  no  celkirs,  being  built  on  the  solid 
rock  or  on  .ground  which  is  frozen  perpetually  from  a 
few  inches  below  the  surface,  the  sun  during  the  summer 
months  thawing  the  ground  to  the  depth  of  only  half 
a  foot  or  more,  depending  on  its  situation.  There  were 
but  three  of  these  wooden  dwelling-houses,  the  inspec 
tor's,  the  governor's,   and  assistant  governor's. 


CIIAI'EL    AT    GODHAVN. 


The  chapel  and  storehouses,  built  also  of  wood,  were 
painted  black  with  white  windows,  similar  to  the 
dwellings. 

The  chapel  was  situated  on  the  top  of  a  hill  in  the 
rear  of  the  village.     While  not  large,  it  was  nevertheless 
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altractive-lookin.ti;-,  and  resembled  in  {general  the  small 
Lutheran  ehurches  of  Northern  Enrope.  It  possessed  a 
sin'de  room  with  wooden  benches,  and  was  used  for  both 
church  and  school  purposes.  In  the  front  was  a  rather 
claliorate  altar,  also  used  as  the  schoolmaster's  desk. 
An  orjj^an  and  a  blackboard  completed  the  furnishing 
of  the  interior,  with  the  exception  of  a  number  of  gaily- 
colo  >  d  religious  prints  on  the  walls. 

to^ehouses  were  nothing  more  than  large  barns, 
strongi     -  onstructed  to  withstand  the  storms  of  winter. 

The  Eskimo  dwellings  were  huts  built  of  turf,  with  a 
roof  made  of  boards  covered  with  the  same  material. 
Tliev  were  about  fifteen  feet  square,  and  usually  built 
on  the  slope  of  a  hill.  Each  house  contained  a  single 
window  with  a  sash  of  glass  composed  of  several  panes. 
Tliev  were  entered  by  a  tunnel  about  ten  feet  in  length 
and  two  or  three  feet  in  height,  running  out  from  its 
side.  Ik'fore  entering,  it  is  quite  essential  to  call  to 
some  of  the  inmates,  who  then  knock  out  two  or  three 
of  the  ugly-looking  dogs  which  congregate  in  and  aboiit 
the  openings  of  all  the  huts.  After  this  precaution  one 
goes  down  on  hands  and  knees  and  crawls  through  the 
tunnel,  a  small  door  giving  admission  to  the  hut.  The 
interior  consists  of  but  one  room,  half  of  which  has  a 
floor  of  wood  raised  a  couple  of  feet  above  the  ground. 
On  this  the  inmates  spend  most  of  their  time,  eating, 
sleeping,  and  working.  The  rest  of  the  room  is  given 
up  to  cooking,  curing  of  skins,  and  the  storage  of  hunt- 
ing and  other  implements.  The  raised  floor  is  neces- 
sary to  utilize  the  heat  and  warmth  of  the  room,  which 
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is  greater  nearer  the  roof.  The  height  inside  the  hnt  from 
the  ground  to  tlie  roof  is  hardly  seven  feet,  it  being  im- 
possible for  any  except  the  smaller  inmates  to  stand  up- 
right when  on  the  platform. 

There  is  a  very  perceptible  odor  of  fish   and  grease 
about  the  inside,  and  generally  a  pot  of  fish  and  blubber 
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is  boiling  over  a  smokv  fire.  The  fuel  used  is  seal  oil 
and  turf,  the  latter  of  which  I  saw  them  piling  up  out- 
side the  hut  for  future  use.  The  Danish  government 
provides  the  natives  of  the  settlement  with  large  cast- 
iron  stoves,  and  each  hut  contains  one  of  these,  the  pipe 
from  which  pierces  the  roof.     The  walls  are  usually  hung 
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with  huntins^  iiiipleineuts,  clothes,  occasionally  some 
clicap  prints,  and  a  few  other  articles.  On  the  platform 
were  the  skins  on  which  the  inmates  slept:  they  were 
mostly  those  of  the  reindeer  and  birds  sewn  toj^ether. 
When  not  in  use  these  furs  are  usually  rolled  up  and 
iKicked  away  with  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  unfinished 
clothing,  little  boxes  containino;  sewing-  implements, 
trinkets,  and  children's  playthings.  T!i?  whole  plat- 
form was  sometimes  littered  with  these  things,  for  here 
the  work  of  the  household  was  done  and  the  little  chil- 
dren played.  Many  of  the  huts  were  filthy  in  the  ex- 
treme, though  in  those  of  some  of  the  better  class  of 
natives  the  platform  was  quite  neat. 

The  floor  itself  was  always  strewn  with  fragments  of 
skin,  pieces  of  dirty  blankets,  and  other  offensive  mat- 
ter, which  amply  accounted  for  the  vile  odors  encoun- 
tered on  entering. 

The  total  number  of  inhabitants  in  Godhavn  was 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty;  of  these  about  a  half  dozen 
were  the  Danish  officials  and  their  families,  the  rest  being 
Eskimos. 

The  inmates  of  the  native  huts  numbered  usually  six 
to  eight  in  each.  They  seemed  to  have  a  number  of 
cliildren,  who  were  as  a  rule  bright  and  interesting. 
Almost  all  of  the  natives  were  of  the  color  of  our  North 
American  Indians,  but  the  face  is  broader  and  has  none 
of  the  fierce  and  stolid  look  of  the  American  savage. 
They  are  much  smaller  in  stature,  their  hair  is  jet  black, 
straight,  and,  in  the  case  of  the  men,  not  allowed  to  grow 
over  four  or  five  inches  in  length.     In  the  women,  how- 
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v\x-\\  it  is  luucli  loii^xT,  and  c'\i(l(.-nlly  rcceiNcs  considcr- 
a1)k'  allc'iitioii. 

The  inaiTit.'(l  woiik'H  aiv  distin.u^uislicd  from  those  who 
are  sin.i^le  by  ha\i  11,14-  their  hair  twisted  in  tlie  forni  of  a 
roll,  four  or  five  inches  in  heii^ht,  on  the  top  ot  tlu 
head  and  tii^htlx'  wrapped  with  cord.  The  siii<;lc  women 
dress  their  hair  in   various  stvles  as  fancy  dictates,  the 
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teniale  children  wearing;  it  sonietiines  like  that  of  their 
mothers,  as  shown  in  the  illustration. 

1  saw  not  a  single  slovenly-lookini;-  woman,  and  if  they 
liad  not  sncli  an  abominable  odor  of  j^rease  and  rank  fish 
oil  about  them  they  niit^ht  have  been  (piite  attractive. 
Thc\'   were  able  to  obtain   from   the  store  in   the  settle- 
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nuiil  ranc\--c()l()re<1  dollis,  ht'ads,  itc,  and  with  lliese 
tlu'\  made  and  deeoialed  iheir  i>ietures(iue  I'nr  costumes. 
The  men  are  neither  so  well  dressed  nor  thrift\-  look- 
iu'^,  much  of  their  clolhin.i:;-  biin'^'  conijiosed  of  the  cast- 
..ff '-arment-  of  sa.ilors.     .Man\  of  ilu  ni  wore  pantaloons  of 
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seal-skin,  skin  boots,  and,  at  this  season,  a  combined  hood 
and  shirt  called  "  neitsek,"  made  of  a  rather  heavv  calico 
>(irt  of  material  supplied  by  the  j^overnmcnt.  Thc\'  were 
quite  anxious  to  trade  anything  they  had  for  ck)th  panta- 
loons, but  as  the\-  desired  onh'  those  which  were  in  <rood 
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condition,  wo  had  very  few  to  spare.  They  wislied  to 
have  tlieni  for  two  reasons:  first,  to  satisfy  a  desire  to 
imitate  tlie  Enropean  method  of  dress;  and  second,  as  be- 
ing- a  more  comfortable  article  of  clothing  for  summer 
use  than  their  own  seal  garments. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

A    N.VTIVl",   DANCI:.— roLAKIS   IIlCNKICK .— Rkmc.ion  oI'   Till';  IvS- 

Ki.AKxs. — Modi-;  of  (iovivRNAfKNT. — Mosmiroics.  — A  rLUNtiE 
IN  THK  Arctic  Oc}; an.— Thk  Native  Apphtiti-;. 

ON  tlie  following  da  >  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  meet 
Mr.  Carstens,  the  assistant  governor.  He  had  been 
busy,  previously,  supervising  the  unloading  of  supplies 
from  the  Danish  brig  in  the  harbor,  but  the  day  being 
vSuuday,  all  work  in  the  settlement  was  suspended,  and 
he  was  therefore  at  leisure.  Most  of  us  went  ashore 
io  see  a  native  dance  which  took  place  in  one  of  the 
storehouses.  This  dance  it  is  customary  to  have  during 
the  stay  of  the  Danish  ship  in  port,  the  petty  officers  and 
crew  also  taking  part  in  the  festivities,  which  constitute 
one  of  the  inducements  held  out  to  them  to  visit  these 
uut-of-tl:"-way  shores.  I  was  told  that  the  Danish  gov- 
ernment had  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  desirable 
crews  for  this  trade,  and  so  allows  a  dance  and  Sunday 
ashore  to  the  men,  to  vary  the  monotony  of  their  long  and 
'langerous  voyage  to  and  from  Denmark.  The  ships  are 
quite  small,  generally  brigs  or  barks,  and  are  rarely 
manned  by  over  ten  men;  there  were  about  this  number 
of  sailors  present  at  the  dance,  and  they  seemed  to  enjoy 
themselves  hugely.  Everything  was  quite  orderly,  and 
the  good  behavior  of  all  was  much  commented  on  by  us. 
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Se\eral  of  our  sailors  also  took  jxart,  lireatly  to  their 
ck'lii^ht,  and  some  of  the  iiieiiibers  of  our  own  part)-  did 
not  refrairi  from  joinin,i^  in  the  more  familiar  dances, 
which  consisted  principally  of  a  mixture  of  hornpipes, 
jii^s,  and  quadrilles,  evidenth-  learned  from  the  sailors  of 
whaling'  ships  that  had  been  callino-  here  for  years. 
Most  of  the  dances  included  the  clappin<^  of  hands 
and  stampino-  of  feet,  not  unlike  our  Indian  war-dances. 
The  musi^  was  made  by  two  old  Eskimos  with  fiddles, 
and  it  was  very  evident  that  this  accomplishment 
oriiiinated  from  the  same  source,  as  three  or  four  of 
the  tunes  ])la>ed  were  a  medley  of  Xeg-ro  and  Irish  tunes 
that  were  familiar  at  home.  I  scnl  to  the  ship  for  a 
t^uitar,  and  accompanied  this  "orchestra"  for  some  time. 
They  played  quite  well  both  as  re,q;ards  time  and  tune, 
and  I  had  not  much  difificulty  in  keeping^  with  them. 
The  natives  .seemed  quite  pleased  with  this  addition  to 
their  music,  and  looked  miich  and  curiously  at  the 
guitar.  It  was  evidently  the  first  one  ever  seen  in  the 
locality,  and  produced  quite  a  sen.sation.  The  natives 
wert-  found  extremely  fond  of  music. 

^Ir.  Carstens,  wdio  was  so  kind  and  cctirteous  during 
our  short  acquaintance,  gave  me  a  large  amount  of  val- 
uable information  about  thi*^  peculiar  and  interesting 
people.  During  his  residence  of  over  four  years  he  had 
acquired  considerable  knowledge  of  the  subject,  which, 
with  the  information  he  had  obt:iined  from  other  sources, 
made  him  a  most  charming  and  interesting  companion. 

He  informed  me  that  the  natives  were  looked  after  by 
the  Dani.sh  government.     They  are  well-behaved,  hon- 
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est,  and  spend  llieir  time  in  the  sin-in.o- catchino^  seals  and 
wahns  and  obtair.in.q;  skins,  i\-ory,  and  oil,  whieh  are 
>ent  to  Denmark.  They  receive  their  pa\-  in  a  special 
kind  of  money,  consisting  of  coins  and  scri])  made  for 
\\\\>  ])nrpose  in  Denmark.  It  is  taken  in  payment  at  the 
>lore  for  goods  scdd  to  the  natives. 

Inspector  Andersen  pointed  ont  to  ns  a  lad  abont  eigh- 
b.  en  vears  of  age  as  being  the  son  of  Hans  Henrick,  the 
i{skinio  hnnter,  gnide,  f.iul  companion  (^i  Kane  and 
Haves,  and  mentioned  so  often  by  them  in  their  famous 
hooks  on  Arctic  travel  and  hard.ships.  The  young  fellow 
is  now  an  orphan,  and  lives  with  his  step-mother.  His 
smiling  face  and  cheerful  disposition  show  that  he  is 
evidentlv  contented  Vv'itli  his  lot.  He  eniovs  the  distin- 
guished name  of  Polaris  Henrick,  having  been  called 
after  the  United  States  steamship  Polaris,  which  during 
Plall's  expedition,  in  the  year  1872,  was  crushed  in  'he 
ice. 

Tlie  bov  was  interesting  from  the  fact  of  his  having 
b'jen  born  01  an  ice-floe  at  a  time  when  the  rolaris  was 
fninh  locked  in  the  ice,  in  latitude  78°  30',  and  in  im- 
minent dangei  of  being  crushed.  Fearing  the  dc'-truc- 
tion  of  the  vessel  at  atn'  moment,  some  of  the  crew  had 
encamped  on  the  ice  a  .short  distance  away,  while  the 
rest  remained  on  board.  A  violent  gale  broke  up  the 
ice,  and  the  Pioe  on  which  the  encampment  was  situated 
flc  ated  away.  Those  who  were  on  tlie  ice  comprised 
r;M)tain  Tyson  the  ice-pilot,  a  fe\v  of  the  crew,  and  the 
Kskimos  who  had  accompanied  Hall's  expedition.  The 
iinmense  floe,  with   its  living  burden,  drifted  about  on 
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the  open  sea  for  six  months,  when  the  survivors  were 
rescued  by  tlie  steamship  Tigress.,  in  latitude  53°  2)5' •>  <>ff 
the  coast  of  Labrador,  having  successful  1\'  made  the  re- 
markable drift  of  nearly  fifteen  hundred  miles  and  lived 
through  the  rigors  of  an  Arctic  winter. 

The  religion  of  the  Eskimos,  as  was  learned  from  Mr. 
Carstens,  is  somewhat  indefinite  and  uncertain.     At  the 
settlements,  where  the  Danish  missionaries  have  labored 
with   the  natives  for  many  years,  they  might  be  called 
thec^retical  Christians.     They  do  not  appear  to  be  able  to 
grasp  the  idea  of  a  Deity  as  commonly  understood,  and 
have  even  a  slighter  conception  of  original  sin.     They 
cannot  be  made  to  comprehend  how  the   sins  of  their 
fathers  for  generations  can  in  any  way  affect  them,  and  it 
is  very  doubtful  if  they  have  any  exalted  opinion  of  the 
superiority  of  the  Christian  Church  over  their  own  vague 
ideas  of  a  future  life.     A  total  indifference  is  felt  to  the 
existence    of  hell    as  a  possible   future   dwelling-place. 
This  may  be  partially  due  to  having  passed    their   ex- 
istence in  such  iiu  utterly  desolate  land  that  they  cannot 
imagine  an  abodt  more  miserable.     The  sun,  moon,  and 
Great  .Spirit   they  regard  as  having  an  indefinite  some- 
thing to  do  with   t!ieir  past,   present,  and  future  state. 
At  (Tedesmunde  and  Jakobshavn,  two  settlements  below 
Godhavn,  are  two  holes  or  sacied  caves,  into  which  the 
Eskimos,  on    passing    in.    the    course   of  their    hunting 
trips,  throw  bits  of  blid^licr  and  meat.     This  is  about  the 
only  s.'icrific.e  they  are  known  to  offer  up  to  the  Great 
Spirit.     ]\Ir.  Carstens  thinks  that  their  apparent  devotion 
and  regularity  in  attendance  at  the  little  chapel   is  due 
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l;irf,^el\-  to  their  great  passion  for  iinisic.  They  never 
tire  of  the  nnisic  of  the  small  orc^an,  and  sinjr-jng  to  its 
rtccompaninient  affords  them  the  greatest  pleasnre. 

The  I^skimos  are  a  peacefnl,  harmless  people  among 
tlieniselves  and  toward  the  whites.  No  anthenticated 
case  of  a  white  man  being  killed  by  an  Eskimo  has  ever 
been  known  in  Greenland,  and  bnt  three  cases  of  murder 
amongst  the  natives  themselves  have  occurred  in  the 
history  of  the  settlement  at  (iodhavn.  The  perpetrator 
of  one,  a  case  of  infanticide,  was  punished  with  the  ad- 
ministration by  the  inspector  of  forty  lashes  on  the  bare 
hack.  The  second  case,  if  it  can  be  classed  as  a  murder, 
was  of  a  somewhat  peculiar  nature:  In  one  of  the 
families  there  was  a  young  girl,  who,  being  insane  and  a 
burden  to  her  people,  was  sentenced  at  a  family  conclave 
to  death  vSome  carbolic  acid,  which  had  been  left  for 
dressinof  a  wound  bv  the  doctor  who  visited  Cxodhavn 
twice  a  vear  from  some  of  the  southern  settlements,  was 
niven  to  her,  but  then,  as  the  narrator  said,  "  she  became 
crazier  than  ever;"  thereupon  a  second  dose  of  a  larger 
amount  of  the  drug  was  administered,  and  she  fell  insen- 
sible. vSupposing  her  dead,  .she  was  taken  by  her  rela- 
tives and  hurriedly  buried  beneath  a  pile  of  stones. 
They  nuilntained  that  she  was  really  d^ad  when  buried, 
but  information  imparted  by  others  made  it  look  as 
ilumgh  this  had  not  been  the  ca.se,  and  that  .she  was 
ali\e  when  intened.  Owing  to  the  doubts  in  the  case, 
no  |r,niishnie:'t  was  inflicted  in  th's  instance.  The  last 
murder  was  that  perpetrated  by  a  nu\n  who  was  seen,  in 
his  kajak,  to  approach  a  large  .skin  boat  or  "umiak" 
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coiitainin<^  nine  persons.  Me  delil)eralel\-  i)lnn.L;e(l  his 
knife  into  it,  sinking  the  boat  and  (h-ownini;'  the  entire 
party.  Tlie  nnirderer  esca])ed  pnnishnient,  as  the  natives 
refnsed  to  act  in  tlie  matter  and  tlie  three  Danish  officials 
liad  not  the  conraj^-e  to  act  themselves  as  his  execntioners. 
The  mnrderer  is  still  occasionally  seen  near  the  settle- 
ment, bnt  is  jirohibited  by  the  governor  from  lixini;  in 
it.  When  asked  what  their  home  government  had  to 
say  abont  it,  their  reply  was,  "Nothincr."  To  send  the 
fellow  three  thonsand  miles  to  Denmark  to  be  execnted 
was  nonsense,  while  to  make  execntioners  of  the  two 
white  men  here  (the  inspector  often  bcin<^  absent)  wonld 
be  an  unreasonable  procedure  in  view  of  the  indifference 
shown  in  the  matter  by  the  natives  themselves.  So  the 
discussion  closed  by  an  invitation  to  any  of  our  party 
who  .so  wished,  to  add  his  carcass  to  their  collection  if 
they  desired  a  specimen  of  that  nature — an  invitation 
which,  I  need  hardly  say,  was  not  accepted. 

The  natives  themselves  are  allowed  to  settle  the  dis- 
putes and  difiRculties  arisino-  amoni^  them:  these  are  but 
few  in  number  and  only  of  a  most  trivial  nature,  the 
connnunity  being  as  quiet  and  orderlv  a  one  as  can 
be  found  anywhere.  The  ordinary  disputes  are  those 
arising  in  the  division  of  the  spoils  of  the  chase  or  .some 
domestic  matters,  arid  are  punished  by  depriving  the 
offender  of  a  part  or  all  of  his  share.  If  the  offen.se  is 
serious  enough,  his  efTects  may  even  be  taken  away  from 
him  and  divided  amongst  the  injured  parties.  Some- 
times the  governor  takes  cognizanf.e  of  an  offen.ce  by 
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.lLM)ri\ing  the  culprit  of  his  supplies  iV(jni  the  government 

-.lore. 

The  nali\'es  have  the  greatest  respect  and  affection  for 
ihe  Danish  officials.  The  strength  of  this  attachment  is 
shown  \)\  tlie  ibllowing  occurrence:  vSome  years  ago  an 
inspector  and  native,  on  going  over  the  ice  to  a  distant 
>.  tiienient,  became  separated  from  the  shore  by  the  for- 
i!i:iiion  of  a  crack  or  seam.  The  naiixx-  was  able  to 
'•w\\\\>  across  the  fissure,  but  the  inspector,  being  a  mncii 
!iea\  ier  man  and  unn.sed  to  such  feats,  found  it  impos- 
sii)le  to  follow.  The  native  was  unwilling  to  leave  him 
and  proceed  to  the  .settlement  for  assistance  unless  the 
inspector  furnished  him  with  a  note  stating  the  nature 
of  the  accident,  and  thus  relieve  him  of  blame.  This 
ihe  inspector  refused  to  do,  and  the  native  remained 
with  him,  determined  to  share  his  fate.  Fortunately, 
the  next  day  the  ice  came  together  and  enabled  both  to 
proceed  on  their  journey  in  snfety. 

i\Ianv  of  the  E.skinios  in  Danish  Greenland  show  un- 
mistakable signs  of  admixture  with  the  white  race.  The 
resemblance  of  many  of  them  to  Europeans  both  in  color 
and  physiognomy  was  quite  marked,  being  due  to  the  in- 
termarriage of  the  natives  and  Danes  practised  in  the 
earlv  history  of  the  settlements.  This  was  encouraged 
at  that  time  by  the  Danish  government,  with  the  idea  of 
civilizing  the  inhabitants  and  improving  their  condition, 
tluis  making  them  a  more  desirable  class  of  coh^nists. 
The  result  of  the  experiment  was,  however,  far  from  sat- 
isfactory, and  they  were  forced  to  abandon  it  long  ago. 
Instead   of  the  half-breeds  being    betlei    than   the  pure 
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natives,  I  was  iiifonned  that  they  retained  all  the  objec- 
tionable characteristics  of  the  Eskimos  plus  the  vices  and 
bad  habits  which  the  Danes  themselves  had  imported. 
So  injurious  were  the  effects  found  to  be  that,  some  time 
later,  the  Danish  (.government  negotiated  treaties  with 
foreign  nations,  having  the  especial  object  of  protecting 
the  natives  by  preventing  all  intercourse  between  them 
and  visitors  to  their  shores  except  under  the  strictest  pre- 
cautions and  after  a  special  permission  had  been  ob- 
tained from  the  home  government.  A  copy  of  the  law 
on  this  subject,  now  in  force,  was  handed  to  us  by  the 
governor  of  Uperuavik.  Its  contents  are  given  under  the 
description  of  our  visit  to  that  place, 

It  has  been  found  almost  impossible  to  civilize  or  ele- 
vate the  native  population  to  any  marked  extent.  The 
white  inliabitants  are  too  few  in  number  to  exert  any 
great  modifying  influence.  If  they  arrive  in  the  settle- 
ment after  having  grown  to  adult  age  in  a  more  civilized 
country,  then,  of  course,  they  retain  their  accustomed 
manners  and  mode  of  life  ;  but  if  a  child  is  born  to  any 
of  the  Danish  residents  in  Greenland,  they  do  not  dare 
allow  it  to  grow  to  maturity  in  the  country  of  its  birth, 
but  soon  transport  it  to  a  more  civilized  community.  It  so 
happened  that  just  before  our  last  visit  toOodhavn,  on  our 
way  home,  one  of  the  Danish  officials  of  the  place  had 
had  a  son  born  to  him.  While  exhibiting  great  delight 
at  this  addition  to  his  family,  he  at  the  same  time  ex- 
pressed great  regret  that  it  would  be  with  him  but  a 
short  time.  He  stated  that  the  cliildren  who  were  born 
of  Danish  parents  and  reared  in  Greenland  invariably 
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acqiiin'fl  the  mode  of  life  and  habits  of  the  natives. 
'IMicir  nurses  and  playmates  are  necessarily  Eskimos, 
;iu(l,  even  when  sent  to  Denmark  at  ([uite  an  early  acre 
to  he  raised  and  educated,  it  is  difficult  to  eradicate  the 
Hails  acquired  from  their  Eskimo  associates.  This  is 
indeed  a  sad  feature  of  the  life  of  the  few  whites  in  these 
fai-awav  re<^ions.  The  parents  have  to  face  the  terrible 
aUernatives  of  either  seeing  their  children  growing  up 
iirnorant  and  uncultured  at  home,  or  of  parting  with 
iheni  in  a  short  time  and  confiding  them  to  the  care  of 
strangers  in  a  more  enlightened  community  thousands 
of  miles  away.  The  Danish  officials  in  these  settlements 
are  cultured,  intelligent  men,  and  their  greatest  pleasure 
is  of  necessity  their  domestic  life.  The  self-denial  that 
it  requires  of  them  to  send  their  children  away  to  be 
raised  can  only  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  seen 
and  felt  the  utter  loneliness  that  pervades  this  desolate 
land.  As  a  reward  of  their  devotion,  however,  after 
serving  a  term  of  years  in  Greenland  they  may  retnrn 
to  Denmark,  and  then  receive  a  more  desirable  position 
in  their  country's  service  at  home. 

Godhavn  is  situated  on  a  peninsula  which  was  former- 
Iv  an  island  on  the  southern  coast  of  the  island  of  Disko. 
This  peninsula  is  joined  to  the  mainland  by  an  almost 
level  stretch  of  sandy  beach.  Crossing  this,  the  first  ob- 
ject in  sight  is  the  graveyard  where  the  Christian 
Eskimos  lie  buried.  The  rude  wooden  crosses  and  well- 
kept  mounds  made  it  look  like  a  village  cemetery  at 
home.  ]\rany  of  the  graves  had  wreaths  of  immortelles 
and  little  offerings  upon  them,  and  all  showed  the  care 
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and  attention  whicli  was  devoted  l)y  the  livini^  to  these 
rcstiui^-phices  of  the  dead.  A  simple  wooden  ci'ms.s 
marked  the  head  of  eaeh  i^nue,  and  in  this  eountiA-, 
where  wood  is  so  x'ahiable,  this  saerifice  represents  a 
hirt^e  amonnt  of  sell-denial  in  order  to  keep  ali\e  llie 
nK'nior\-  of  the  dead.  Two  j^raves  interested  ns  ( )ne 
was  marked  l)\-  a  .L;ra\e-stone  of  white  marble  elaborateh- 
ear\ed  and  e\identl\-  from  Denmark.  It  marked  the 
,ij;-rave  of  vSophns  Theodore  Krarnp  »Smith,  formerl\-  in- 
spector of  the  settlement.  The  letters  were  deeply  en- 
^^raved  in  the  stone  and  i^ilded,  and  a  wreath  of  native 
flowers  han^in*;-  abont  the  arms  of  the  cross  showed  that 
in  the  hearts  of  some  at  least  their  former  rnler  was  not 
forgotten.  The  other  <;rave  was  certaiid)'  that  of  an 
Enolishman;  a  small  cross  bore  the  name  David  Hnme, 
thon^h  who  he  was  and  whether  or  not  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  any  Arctic  exploring  party  we  were  unable  to 
ascertain. 

Just  back  of  the  cemetery  rose  a  basaltic  ridge  form- 
ing a  sort  of  retaining-wall  to  the  great  cliff  wdiicli 
towered  two  thousand  feet  or  more  into  the  air.  It 
ended  on  a  level  plateau,  eternallN'  snow-crowned  and 
forming  an  inland  ice  cap  exactly  similar  to  that  of  the 
mainland  of  (ircenland.  Several  of  the  party  ascended 
the  mountains  under  the  guidance  of  Lieutenant  Pearv, 
wdio  had  lived  at  Godhavn  several  weeks  on  his  former 
trip  to  Cireenland.  They  described  the  clindj  as  rough, 
but  not  excessively  difficult,  and  the  views  from  the 
mountain-top  as  indescriba])ly  magnificent.  At  their  feet 
lay  the  peninsula  and  town  of  Godhavn,  with  Disko  Bay 
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and  Baffin  P)ay  bcNoiul.  Uolli  were  dotted  with  oixat 
■\\u\  little  iceberj^s  shininjj^  like  silver  in  the  sunlij;ht, 
'Die  ice  cap  was  fonnd  almost  as  level  as  a  floor. 

Another  ])arty  explored  the  valley  of  a  river  called  on 
tile  niaj)  the  Red  River,  which  rnns  into  Disko  Bay 
.ihoiit  a  mile  west  of  Godhavn.  It  deserved  its  name,  for 
I  lie  red  mnd  which  it  carried  down  from  the  sandstone 
eliffs  above  <;;avc  it  a  decidedly  reddish  line.  It  occnpi^vi 
what  had  ancientl)'  been  a  "lacier's  bed,  and  the  beanti- 
lul  vallev  (called  lilanzy  Dael,  or  Windy  \'alley)  showed 
every  mark  of  former  glacier  action.  Protected  by  tow- 
eiini,^  cliffs,  it  was,  at  the  season  we  visited  it,  a  perfect 
flower-garden  of  wild  plants.  Yellow  poi)pies  nodded  on 
everv  side,  while  many  other  flowers,  bine,  red,  and  white, 
were  fonnd  everywhere.  The  gronnd  was  carpeted  with 
moss  and  a  few  grasses,  while  the  apologies  for  trees 
spread  their  twisted  limbs  close  to  the  gronnd  wherever 
the  roots  conld  find  a  foothold.  As  the  valley  was  as- 
cended the  view  became  magnificent,  for  the  river  ran 
throngh  a  narrow  gorge  at  places  more  than  a  hnndred 
feet  in  depth,  and  all  aronnd  were  towering  nionntains 
from  which  icy  streams  ran  and  dashed  in  foaming  cas- 
cades over  the  cliffs  into  the  water  below.  Looking 
backward,  Disko  Bay  was  seen,  stndded  with  icebergs, 
some  hnge  in  size,  some  only  floating  blocks  of  ice.  The 
air  was  balmy,  and  the  water  of  the  bay  lay  calm  and 
tranqnil  nnder  the  bright  snn,  and  all  was  as  pleasant  as 
a  spring  day  in  onr  own  conntry.  Birds  and  insects  flew 
abonl  us;  'mong  them  were  the  snow  bnntingand  several 
prett;    little   butterflies  of  various  hues.     Altogether,  it 
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was  hard  to  realize  that  one  was  so  deep  in  the  land  of 
the  midni<;ht  sun. 

We  had  another  reminder  of  home  in  the  shape  of 
mosquitoes,  which  flew  about  us  in  clouds  whenever  we 
reached  the  lower  levels.  They  were  hardly  as  venom- 
ous as  our  Xew  Jersey  product,  but  at  times  were  very 
persistent  and  annoyinj^^.  The  only  thinj^s  that  failed  to 
remind  us  of  a  land  nearer  home  were  the  absence  of  up- 
ri*;ht  trees  and  the  presence  of  the  icebergs.  The  trees, 
so  called,  were  mere  bushes,  perfectly  flattened  to  the 
<^round,  and  sending  up  a  few  shoots  six  or  eight  inches 
high,  but  with  leaves  and  flowers  exactly  like  those  of 
our  own  willows.  They  often  formed  convenient  cush- 
ions when  we  wished  to  rest. 

After  we  had  returned  to  the  ship  Mr.  Verhoeff"  de- 
clared that  the  water  looked  so  pleasant  that  he  would 
;\vim  from  the  ship  to  the  shore  and  back  again.  Those 
who  heard  the  assertion  attempted  to  dissuade  him, 
pointing  to  the  numerous  icebergs  which  floated  about 
in  every  direction.  Even  when  he  stripped  we  all 
thought  that  a  single  plunge  would  serve  to  make  him 
change  his  mind.  ^Meanwhile  a  crowd  of  curious  natives 
had  gathered  around,  and  were  gazing  at  him  in  mild 
astonishment.  Finally  he  took  the  plunge,  and  at  once 
started  swimming  vigorously  for  the  shore.  Alarmed  for 
his  safety,  and  fearing  that  a  cramp  migl  t  overtake  him, 
I  jumped  into  Mr.  Carsten's  little  boat,  which  was  moored 
alongside  the  ship,  and  followed  him,  being  prepared  to 
render  assistance  if  it  was  needed.  He  reached  Lhe  shore 
in  safety,  however,  and,  turning  resolutely  around,  swam 
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back  to  the  vessel,  a  distance  of  about  two  luindred 
\ar<ls.  He  received,  of  course,  an  ovation,  but  was  al- 
most at  once  taken  with  a  chill  which  at  one  time  looked 
St. lions.  A  viji^orous  rubbin<;  restored  his  circulation  to 
iis  normal  condition,  :uid  a  brief  rest  made  him  as  well 
a>  c\(.r.  It  was  rej^arded,  however,  as  a  foolhardy  feat, 
and  one  which  none  were  anxious  to  emulate.  The  effect 
(in  the  natives  of  the  sight  of  a  swimminjj^  man  was  most 
ciirit)us.  They  regarded  him  with  constantly  growing 
asioiiishnient.  In  Cireenland  the  only  use  they  know  for 
waiu'  is  for  drinking  purposes.  Probably  many  of  them 
had  accidentally  fallen  into  the  water,  but  they  dread 
and  hate  its  effects  as  much  as  does  a  cat.  They  know 
nothing  of  the  art  of  .swimming. 

During  the  stay  of  our  ship  at  this  place  the  natives 
were  constanth'  coming  and  going  aboard  of  it,  and  we 
were  told  that  during  the  time  a  vessel  is  lying  at  anchor 
in  llie  harbor  they  .sleep  but  little.  Midnight  being  as 
hri^iit  as  mid-day,  and  haxing  no  knowledge  of  time  or 
clocks,  thc\-  did  not  seem  to  understand  that  the  rest  of 
us  needed  some  rejwse.  They  appeared  to  have  no  regular 
tiuu'  for  slee]). 

Xotwithstanding  the  freedom  allowed  the  visitors,  we 
did  not  miss  anything,  and  they  were  permitted  to  roam 
ahont  at  pleasure. 

Their  favorite  resort  was  the  cook's  galley.  Here 
tlu'v  eagerly  sought  any  remains  of  food  or  refu.se  he  was 
]>leased  to  give  them,  and  devoured  it  greedily.  Their 
capacity  was  sim])ly  enormous.  To  test  it  the  experi- 
ment wa:i  made  on  a  veteran  who  had  established  for 
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himself  a  reputation  for  gonnandizinj;  which  was 
"  fouiided  on  a  rock."  It  was  said  that  he  and  lii 
wife,  having  killed  a  seal  at  some  distance  from  the 
settlement,  sat  down  on  a  rock  and  proceeded  to  devour 
the  animal.  A  large  proportion  was  consumed,  and  the\ 
ate  until  iliey  were  so  engorged  as  to  be  unable  for  a  da\ 
or  two  to  start  back  to  the  settlement.  We  took  this  in- 
teresting individual  down  into  the  cabin,  and,  after  the 
party  had  finished  their  meal,  began  feeding  him  on  tlic 
remains.  Salt  beef,  bread,  potatoes,  coffee,  vegetables, 
and  everything  edible  disappeared  down  his  throat  with 
startling  rapidity.  He  ate,  and  ate,  and  ate,  until,  after 
having  consumed  more  than  enough  for  four  or  five  men, 
and  still  showing  no  signs  of  being  satisfied,  he  was  re- 
quested to  stop  and  escorted  up  again  on  deck.  After  wit- 
nessing his  performance  none  of  us  had  any  doubt  as  to 
the  truth  of  the  story  concerning  his  gastronomic  opera- 
lions  on  the  seal,  as  just  detailed. 
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CHAPTER   V. 


lAHHWKLI,    TO    CiOnilAVN.-ARKIVAI.    AT   UPHRNAVIK.  — NoTTCE 

TO  Marinkrs  in  the  Davis  Straits.— Tin-;  Shtti.kment 
AM)  ITS  Inhabitants.— Duck  Islands. 

OX  Monday,  June  29th,  we  had  intended  leaving 
(lodiiavn  early  in  the  morning,  but  the  weather 
iKJiig  thick  and  misty,  we  could  not  get  out  of  the  har- 
bor until  the  fog  lifted,  which  occurred  about  noon-time. 
'Sir.  Koch,  his  wife,  and  little  daughter  arrived  on  the 
sliip  a  few  minutes  before  sailing-time,  to  say  good-bye. 
Mr.  Carsteus  also  came  to  bid  us  farewell.  He  came  out 
ill  a  small  .skiff  propelled  by  two  paddle-wheels,  one  on 
eacli  side,  which  he  worked  by  means  of  a  crank  while 
seiitcd  in  the  centre  of  the  boat.  It  was  an  ingenious 
little  craft  of  his  own  construction,  and  was  named  the 
Fulton.  After  he  departed  we  weighed  anchor  and  gave 
a  parting  salute,  which  was  answered  from  the  shore, 
and  we  then  bade  good-bye  to  the  pleasant  little  place. 
We  had  enjoyed  our  stay  very  much,  and  hoped  to  have 
tlie  pleasure  of  repeating  it  on  our  return  from  the  regions 
farther  north. 

We  were  soon  again  on  the  open  sea,  sailing  north- 
ward toward  Upernavik. 

The  change  from  the  strange  sights  at  Godhavn  to 
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the  quiet  monotony  of  the  ocean  was  not  nn.i^rateful,  for 
all  were  rather  tired  from  our  experience  while  in  port. 

We  steamed  northward  alon<;  the  coast,  in  si<;htoftlu 
land,  all  that  day,  the  whole  of  the  followin*^  one,  and 
until  four  o'clock  the  next  morninj^,  when  we  si.^hted 
Upernavik.  This  place  is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
miles  north  of  Godhavn,  in  latitude  72"^  40'.  The  coast 
between  these  two  places  resembled  that  below  Godhavn. 
It  was  of  the  same  mountainous  character,  and  showed 
no  peculiar  characteristics. 

In  approaching  Upernavik  the  harbor  is  even  more  dif- 
ficult to  discover  than  was  that  of  Godhavn,  there  being 
no  prominent  landmarks  in  the  vicinity.  Captain  Pike 
had,  however,  been  there  .several  times  before,  and  found 
the  entrance  without  difficulty.  The  approaches  to  the 
settlement  are  quite  tortuous,  it  being  necessary  to  wind 
in  and  out  among  several  small  islands  before  the  place 
is  reached.  On  nearing  the  .settlement  the  customary 
salute  was  fired,  which  was  responded  to  some  little  while 
after.  We  arrived  during  the  time  of  the  day  when 
most  of  the  inhabitants  were  asleep.  A  few  natives, 
however,  witnessed  our  arrival,  liappening  to  be  up  and 
about  at  the  time,  and  they  were  soon  joined  by  the  en- 
tire population. 

The  governor  and  a.ssistant  governor  came  out  in  a 
boat  to  see  us,  but  were  not  so  agreeable  as  our  friends  at 
Godhavn.  This  may  have  been  due,  in  part,  to  the 
weather,  which  was  cold,  rainy,  and  disagreeable,  and 
also,  perhaps,  to  our  making  them  leave  their  warm  beds 
at  such  an  earlv  hour.     We  too  .vere  not  feeling  verv 
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.   f  ,  i/ic.  caused,  no  doubt,  Ijy  the  abominable  weather  and 
r.r  havin<;  remained  on  deck  without  any  sleep  for 
lioiirs,  waitins;  for  our  arrival   at  the  settlement. 
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The  ^isit  of  the  officials  was  of  short  duration  and  very 
formal.  They  read  to  us  an  extract  from  the  r3anish  law 
,y;uverninj;  tl:ese  settlements,  and  left  a  copy,  printed  in 
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Danish    and    English,  with   Captain   Pike.     It  read   as 
follows: 

Notice  to  Mariners  in  the  Davis  Straits. 
The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Royal  Greenland  trade 
make  known: 

1.  It  is  agreed  by  treaties  between  the  royal  Danish 
government  and  the  United  States  of  America,  Great 
Britain,  and  other  States  that  the  west  coast  of  Green- 
land, between  latitude  60°  and  73°,  be  closed  for  naviga- 
tion of  foreign  ships  and  Danish  ships,  except  by  special 
permission  of  the  royal  Danish  government,  by  whom 
the  monopoly  of  trade  with  Greenland  is  held. 

2.  Pursuant  to  the  laws  in  force,  any  ship  navigating 
without  permission  on  the  west  coast  of  Greenland  may 
be  seized,  wherever  met  with,  and  the  ship  and  goods 
be  confiscated.  Similar  punishment  may  be  applied  if 
any  person  or  persons  be  found  trading  with  the  Green- 
landers  or  Danish  colonists  from  a  ship  lying  in  a  port  of 
Greenland  or  off  the  coast. 

3.  Shipmasters  compelled  by  shipwreck  or  othei 
causes  to  seek  port  in  Greenland  shall  not  remain  in  port 
longer  than  necessary.  Shipmasters  shall  also  be  re- 
sponsible for  their  crews  not  remaining  on  shore  without 
necessity  or  in  any  way  trading  with  the  natives,  with 
whom  all  intercourse  is  altogether  prohibited. 

4.  The  object  of  prohibiting  the  navigation  of  the 
west  coast  of  Greenland  and  of  maintaining  the  monopoly 
of  trade  is  to  protect  the  native  population  of  Greenland. 
This  population  will  be  threatened  with  ruin  if  conta- 
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rvioi;^  diseases  be  brought  into  the  country,  or  if  spirit- 
n')Ms  liquors  or  other  similar  articles  be  imported.  The 
1„  iid  will,  therefore,  be  obliged  to  demand  that  the  order 
jiKiliibitiug  the  navigation  of  Greenland  in  every  way  be 
iisi^cctcd,  in  case  the  crew  of  any  ship  should  not  strictly 
abstaiu  from  all  intercourse  with  the  native  population. 
Cnii-.NiiAGKN,  May  8ih,  1884. 

After  a  short  conversation  the  governor  and  his  assist- 
ant returned  to  the  shore. 

\'ic\ved  from  the  ship,  the  settlement  was  seen  to  be 
smaller  and  not  so  attractive  and  picturesque  as  that  of 
(iocihavn.  Vegetation  was  even  more  scanty,  and  the 
place  had  quite  a  desolate  and  dreary  appearance.  It 
contained  two  dwelling-houses,  one  for  the  governor  and 
the  other  for  the  assistant  governor  ;  there  were  also  a 
couple  of  storehouses,  and  a  stone  blubber-house  where 
the  fats  and  oils  were  rendered  and  prepared  for  ship- 
ment. These  buildings  were  similar  in  style  to  tho.se 
which  we  had  seen  at  God'iavn,  but  smaller  and  less  pre- 
tentious. The  Danish  flag  floated  from  a  flagstaff"  placed 
in  front  of  the  governor's  house. 

The  native  huts,  about  twenty-five  in  number,  were 
smaller  and  more  dilapidated  than  those  of  the  lower  set- 
tlement. They  are  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain, 
the  water  from  the  melting  snow  and  ice  of  which  trickled 
down  through  the  village,  making  everything  wet  and 
muddy.  We  did  not  push  our  investigations  very  far 
into  these  hovels.  The  natives,  numbering  about  a  hun- 
dred, are  a  miserable,  poverty-stricken  looking  set   of 
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mortals.  They  liad  nothiiij^  to  trade  nor  to  sell  hut  a  few 
hirds'  e<^}^^s.  We  l)on<^ht  some  of  these,  and  found  them 
S^ood  catint;;  they  were  the  e<j^<;s  of  the  wild  ducks  that 
frequented  the  neij^^hborhood. 

We  were  told  that  a  whale-ship  had  called  there  a 
few  weeks  before  our  arrival,  and  the  natives  liad  then 
sold  all  that  they  had  to  dispose  of.  It  was  fortunate  fur 
us  that  we  had  obtained  our  supply  of  fur  clothin*;  ai 
Godhavn,  as  otherwise  we  would  have  been  unable  Im 
have  gotten  any.  W'e  went  ashore,  but  only  stayed  a 
couple  of  hours,  as  the  place  possessed  little  of  interest 
and  the  weather  was  disagreeable. 

A  dozen  or  more  natives  came  out  to  the  sliip  in  their 
kajaks.  These  native  boats  are  made  of  seal-skins  sewn 
together  and  tightly  stretched  over  a  light  framework  of 
wood  and  bone,  the  seams  being  sewn  so  carefully  as  to 
be  water-tight.  They  are  about  sixteen  feet  long,  less 
than  fifty  pounds  in  weight,  and  just  wide  enough  to 
accommodate  a  single  person,  who  sits  in  the  centre,  on 
the  bottom  of  the  boat.  They  are  sharp  at  the  extrem- 
ities, which  curve  slightly  upward,  and  are  decked  over 
with  skins,   except  a  small  opening  in  the  centre,  in 
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which  the  occupant  sits.     This  opening  is  so  small  that 
it  requires  some  force  and  skill  on  the  part  of  the  kajaker 
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.  ')laa'  himself  in  position  without  capsi/in.1;;  so  that  in 
-.•'A-mptin,!;-  to  .s^et  in  they  usually  steady  the  boat  with 
,,  iM(l(lle  ])nt  in  the  water  over  the  side.  After  beinjj^ 
•>caU'l  an  a])ron  made  of  skin  is  drawn  around  them  and 
li,(i  f.isl  under  the  arms,  thus  i)reventinjj^  an\-  water  from 
liilniuj;  the  boat.  If,  however,  it  should  caj)si/e,  tliey 
ail.  unable  to  .ijet  loose,  and  are  often  drowned.  They 
11 -c  .1  (louble-bladed  paddle  made  of  wood,  and  ])r()pel 
t!u  ir  boats  with  ju^reat  \-elocity  in  all  conditions  of  sea 
ami  weather. 

1-' istLiied  to  the  boat  by  means  of  leather  thont^s  are 
ihr  harpoon  and  spears  which  they  use  in  huntin<;. 
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While  wandcrint;  throu<i^h  the  villaj^e  our  attention 
was  attracted  by  a  native  who  was  evidently  ill.  On  in- 
quiry we  found  that  he  was  sufferinj^  from  an  old  injury 
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to  the  rii^lil  slionldcr.  Ivxainitiinj^^  him  tn(»rc'  closely,  an 
ojK'iiiiiin  was  st'fii  cxttMuliii}^-  downward  two  or  tluvi 
inches  from  tiic  point  of  thf  shonldc-r.  In  the  cavit\ 
thus  exposed  hare  dead  l)one  was  vis.'hk-;  this  was  (k- 
tached  with  the  fin<;er  and  removed,  and  proved  to  In 
the  remains  of  the  heac'  of  the  arm-hone.  He  had  evi- 
dently been  withont  treatment,  and  mnst  liave  l)eeii 
snfferini;  for  nuviths.  When  we  saw  him  the  wound 
had  received  no  attention  whatever,  and  was  only  ])ro- 
tected  by  the  fnr  coat  which  he  wore.  The  dead  houv 
liavin<^  l)een  removed,  the  wound  would  start  at  once  to 
heal,  and  probably  in  a  short  time  was  entirely  closed, 
thout^di  the  use  of  his  arm  would  be  impaired. 

The  weatlier  beinjj^  tliick  and  fo(^jL2^y,  the  .ship  was 
detained  until  12  o'clock,  when  we  <j;^ot  to  sea  and  bade 
^ood-bye  to  Upernavik.  The  t>o\ernor  and  his  assistant 
were  the  last  wdiite  men  we  encountered  on  the  north- 
ward trip.  Upernavik  is  in  latitude  ^2°  40',  and  is  the 
hist  Danish  settlement,  with  the  exception  of  a  still 
smaller  one  called  Tnssiacic,  situated  twenty  or  twentv- 
five  miles  further  nortli.  We  did  not  stop  there,  because 
it  was  difficult  of  access  and  insi<;nificant,  and  would 
only  have  detained  us  unneces.sarily.  We  understood 
that  the  settlement  was  almost  abandoned,  no  white 
men  living-  there.  Beyond  this  latitude  Denmark  has 
no  jurisdiction  nor  representatives.  In  the  afternoon  the 
weather  cleared  up,  many  iceber^js  cominj.;^  a<»ain  into 
si-Ljht.  We  saw  a  native  in  his  kajak,  about  three  miles 
from  the  ship,  in  the  vicinity  of  several  small  islands. 
He  was  miles  away  from  any  known  .settlement,  and  we 
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(liil    lint  (.'luv  liiiii    his  loiifly  lilV.     ( )n  obst-rviiij^'  liiiii 
;liiMii<'li  tlic    iiii.rinc   «;lass   lie    ajipcart-d   lo    l)t'    coiiiiii}^ 


toward  us,  but,  seeinj^-  that  we  kept  ou  our  way,  finally 
turned  about  and  paddled  back  to  his  island. 

Ivuly  the  followin"^  niornin<2^  we  reached  Duck  Islands. 
These  were  well  named,  as  they  teemed  with  ducks  and 
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all  k:!i(l  of  \vater-fowl.  We  shot  about  three  hundred 
of  them,  and  <;atliered  three  barrels  of  e^^j^s  in  about  half 
an  hour.  We  also  filled  several  larj^e  bags  with  the 
eider-down  with   which    the   nests  were    lined.     These 

islands  were  about  two 
miles  in  circumference, 
rather  hilly,  but  not 
mountainous,  and  en- 
tirely free  from  ice  and 
snow.  The  nests  were 
not  concealed  in  crev- 
ices in  the  rocks,  but 
lay  exposed  on  the  ground,  in  many  places  but  a  few 
feet  apart.  They  each  contained  from  three  to  six  large 
greenish  eggs.  The  ducks  themselves  were  so  tame  that 
they  would  remain  on  their  nests  until  we  were  so  near 
as  to  almost  grasp  them. 

The  .ship  was  not  anchored  at  these  islands,  but 
steamed  slowly  around  them  until  the  small  boats  which 
had  taken  us  ashore  had  returned.  This  procedure  was 
necessary  in  order  to  avoid  a  collision  with  the  large  ice- 
bergs which  were  continually  drifting  about  u.s. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Collapsing  of  an  Icehkrg. — In  thk  Mki.villk  Bay  Pack. — 
I'loe.s  and  Pans.— Butting  the  Ice.— Arctic  Sport.— 
I.iEiTENANT  Peary  Breaks  his  Leg. 

SOON  after  getting  under  way  we  observed  the  inter- 
esting sight  of  an  immense  iceberg  collapsing  and 
falling  into  the  sea  with  a  noise  like  the  loudest  thunder. 
The  reverberations  were  remarkable,  and  lasted  quite 
two  minutes.  Many  times  before  we  had  heard  tlie.se 
tluuiderings  and  knew  their  cause,  but  this  was  the  first 
time  that  we  were  near  enough  to  see  the  interesting 
])henomenon.  This  large  mass  of  ice  falling  into  the  sea 
caii.^ed  considerable  agitation  of  the  water,  and  our  ship, 
although  at  least  one  mile  away,  was  very  perceptibly 
rocked  by  the  waves  so  produced. 

Toward  afternoon  a  prominent  landmark  came  into 
view.  This  was  a  peculiarly  shaped  mountain  on  the 
(ireenland  coast,  known  as  the  Devil's  Thumb.  It  is 
2347  feet  ill  height,  and,  towering  far  above  the  sur- 
rounding mountains,  looks  like  a  gigantic  thumb  ex- 
Unding  upward  from  a  hand.  This  marks  the  entrance 
to  the  dreaded  Melville  Bay.  It  was  not  long  before  we 
encountered  a  heavy  floe  of  ice,  and  made  but  little 
]iro»;ress.  After  a  few  hours'  steaming  we  found  what 
appeared  to  be  a  lead  or  opening  in  the  ice,  which  was 


:-  it 


H    '   '" 


^ili  ^i 


^lijij 


i  I 


.'    ? 


!(;. 

!!*" 


I 


■ 


^  i 


i 


i 


1! 

1 


I       !^ 


11 


i  . 


i[ 


M 


\k 


''II 


W' 


'I, 


86 


AV  ARcri<:  s/c.is. 


iniiiicdiatcly  followed,  but  llic  water  space  soon  became 
more  and  more  contracted  and  we  .s^radually  lost  liead- 
\va\'.  In  one  hour  the  ice  had  not  onl\-  closed  in  front 
of  us,  but  astern  also,  and  advance  and  retreat  were  alike 
impossible.  vSo  much  coal  was  used  in  our  search  for  a 
way  out  that  the  ca])tain  gave  up  the  attempt  for  the 
time  bein.i;.  We  had  only  worked  our  way  about  five 
miles  throu,i,di  the  floe  when  we  found  our  passage  thus 
blocked.  To  our  right  the  Devil's  Thumb  was  visible, 
although  quite  fifty  miles  away.  In  front  of  us  and  to 
our  left  the  ice  stretched  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
Even  from  the  mast-head  no  water  was  to  be  seen  but 
that  to  the  south  by  which  we  had  approached.  The  ice 
was  quite  level,  except  in  places  where  some  of  the 
"pans"  had  ])cen  jammed  up  above  the  surface  or 
where  large  icebergs  were  imprisoned  in  the  mass. 

There  was  about  a  foot  of  snow  on  the  ice,  and  in  this 
were  seen  the  tracks  of  the  polar  bear;  for  ^Melville  Bay 
is  known  to  be  a  favorite  place  of  resort  for  these  ani- 
mals. It  is  their  habit  to  wander  over  the  large  ice-floes 
in  search  of  seals,  and  this  bay,  so  commonly  full  of 
floating  ice,  forms  a  good  hunting-ground  for  them. 
These,  the  first  bear-tracks  that  we  had  seen,  caused  us 
all  to  prepare  our  guns  in  anticipation  of  a  sight  of  this 
much-wished-for  game;  but  although  we  kept  a  sharp 
lookout  for  many  hours,  our  vigil  was  unrewarded,  as  we 
failed  to  see  a  single  one.  Several  photographs  were 
taken  of  this  dreary  scene  at  midnight.  The  following 
day  the  ice  loosened  somewhat  and  we  were  able  to  ad- 
vance a  few  miles,  but  at  5  v.  m.  we  were  again  stuck 
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(1  and  fast.  After  several  attempts  we  jj^ave  up  all 
c  (»f  n:akiiio[  any  progress  that  iii<^lit.  The  ice  was 
V  lieavv,  bein<(  six  toei<;lit  feet  thick,  and  movement 
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in  anv  direction  was  impossible,  as  heavy  cakes  or  fields 
of  ice  surrounded  us  on  all  sides,  some  of  these  beinjr 
many  acres  in  extent.  Our  hope  was  that  on  the  mor- 
r(i\v  a  cliaiijTe  of  wind  or  tide  would  free  us  and  permit 
onr  onward  proo;ress. 

We  were  now  fairly  in  the  ^Melville  Bay  pack.  This 
ba\  is  never  free  from  ice,  and  is  always  a  dan<;^erous  and 
difficult  place  to  traverse.     At  midnij^ht,  the  Fourth  of 
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July  WM«5  ushered  in  by  firing  the  ship's  cannon  and  a 
volley  of  musketry.  We  then  ran  up  the  American  flags 
at  the  fore-  and  niizzen-masts,  dipped  the  ensign,  and  gave 
three  hearty  cheers.  While  Uere  imprisoned  some  photo- 
graphs of  our  ship  in  holiday  attire  were  taken,  and  two 
seals  were  shot  and  added  to  our  larder.  At  noon  the- 
ice  seemed  to  loosen  somewhat,  and  by  backing  the  shi]) 
a  couple  or"  lengths  and  going  ahead  at  full  speed  wc 
were  able  to  force  our  way  through  enough  of  the  ob- 
structing ice  to  gain  some  open  water. 

This  butting  and  pounding  of  the  ice  cost  us  over  two 
tons  of  coal  to  move  only  fifty  feet,  which  was  a  very 
serious  matter  to  us  should  the  necessity  for  it  often 
arise,  as  we  were  far  from  any  supply  of  coal  and  would 
need  all  we  carried  to  enable  us  to  get  back  to  St.  John's. 
We  were  making  two  or  three  knots  an  hour,  which  was 
very  encouraging  headway  through  such  heavy  ice. 

At  last  the  lookout  man  from  the  mast-head  imparted 
to  us  the  cheerful  intelligence  of  more  open  water  ahead. 
From  the  topmast  a  fine  view  for  many  miles  around 
could  be  had,  this  elevated  position  not  being  so  exposed 
and  disagreeable  as  one  would  imagine. 

In  common  with  other  Arctic  whaiers,  our  ship  was 
provided  with  what  is  known  as  a  "  crow's  nest."  This 
consists  of  a  large  barrel  bolted  securely  to  the  top  of  the 
foremast.  It  is  provided  with  a  seat  and  lined  with  furs. 
Surrounding  the  top  of  the  barrel  and  extending  about  a 
foot  from  its  edge  is  a  nght  iron  railing  on  which  the 
lookout  rests  the  telescope.  The  entrance  is  through  a 
Irap-door   in  the  bottom,  which  is  closed  after  getting 


THE    VOYAGE  OF   71/ E  KITE. 


89 


riiis 

;| 

the 

urs. 

lit  a 

the 

1 

Th  a 
ting 

i 

in-^  'c,  and  thus  forms  a  floor  to  this  lofty  perch.  Access 
to  lilt  crow's  nest  is  obtained  b)-  means  of  a  swinging 
la(i(itr  leading  from  the  cross-trees  to  the  bottom  of  the 

cask. 

After  working  all  night  we  came  to  a  full  stop  at  8 
A.  ^i..  and  then  made  no  progress  for  some  time  except 
with  the  drift  of  the  ice,  which  seemed  to  be  moving 
iioi'hward.  Sno  v  and  rain  fell  alternately  through  the 
da\ ,  and  kept  u.s  below  deck.  Some  of  the  men  went  on 
the  ice  to  look  for  seals,  but  returned  in  a  few  hours  with 
no  larger  game  than  an  ivory  gull  {Gavia  Alba),  a  bird 
iiL'\xr  met  with  south  of  Greenland.  This  was  the  first 
one  we  had  seen,  and  a  beautiful  bird  it  was,  having  the 
color  and  gloss  of  pure  ivory.  We  were  no  longer  in 
.siglit  of  land;  whether  this  was  due  to  having  drifted  too 
fiir  to  the  westward  or  to  the  thickness  of  the  atmosphere 
it  was  impossible  to  determine,  and  we  were  compelled 
to  await  the  appearance  of  the  sun  or  a  clearing  up  of  the 
weather.  The  snow  continued  to  fall  until  six  o'clock 
the  next  morning,  and,  although  not  heavy  enough  to 
remain  long  on  the  deck,  was  sufficient  to  increase  the 
whiteness  of  the  surrounding  ice.  Th*^  day  being  dull 
and  misty,  the  glare  was  not  so  trying  on  the  eyes  as  if 
the  sun  had  been  shining. 

The  prospect  of  our  leaving  the  ice  was  as  bad  as 
the  weather.  No  attempt  was  made  to  move  the  ship, 
as  from  the  crow's  nest  no  water  could  be  seen.  The 
weather  being  so  thick,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
see  the  land  even  if  it  were  no  further  distant  than  when 
we  first  entered  the  pack.     We  had  undoubtedly  drifted 
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many  miles  with  the  ice,  but  in  what  direction  we  knew 
not.  Anxious  as  we  all  were  to  i^et  northward,  bein  -■ 
fast  in  the  ice  had  not  only  become  monotonous,  biii 
even  more  serious  than  we  had  at  first  thought.  It  was 
necessary  to  use  considerable  coal,  even  if  the  furnace 
fires  had  to  be  banked  and  only  enough  steam  kept  ii]) 
to  enable  us  to  move  as  opportunity  arose.  The  next 
day  found  the  ice  still  firm  and  fast  about  us.  Occasional 
light  snow-saualls  were  experienced,  but  about  noon  the 
sun  showed  itself  long  enough  to  allow  us  to  take  an 
approximate  observation,  and  by  using  a  horizon  of  ice 
the  latitude  was  found  to  be  about  75°.  We  were  unable 
to  get  the  longitude,  and  so  could  not  determine  the 
distance  we  were  off  from  the  coas*^  of  Greenland.  No 
land  had  been  in  sight  for  several  days.  The  following 
day  also  was  cloudy  and  dull,  with  snow-squalls  in  the 
afternoon.  We  were  apparently  as  hard  and  fast  in  the 
ice  as  ever,  with  no  indications  of  being  able  to  move  for 
some  time.  An  observation  showed  that  we  had  drifted 
three  miles  in  a  southerly  direction.  The  temperature 
averaged  31°  Fahrenheit,  the  lowest  being  28°.  The 
weather  was  cold  and  cloudy,  and  the  frost  about  the 
ship  and  rigging  gave  everything  a  white  and  phantoin- 
like  appearance.  The  little  water  that  was  visible  be- 
tween the  cakes  of  ice  and  around  the  ship  had  become 
frozen,  and  made  ice  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick. 

Our  position  was  rapidly  assuming  a  more  gra\e 
aspect,  as  we  had  now  no  immediate  hope  of  being  able 
to  get  out  of  the  pack.  The  delay  was  becoming  still 
more  tedious  and  wearisome.    We  had  nothing  to  do,  and 
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iintliinL;  was  to  be  seen  but  ice,  ice  everywhere.  Once  in 
a  wink-  a  seal  appeared,  but  very  shy  and  hard  to  ap- 
proacli  within  shooting  distance.  We  managed  to  get 
thai.'  or  four  guillemots  {Coiiihia  FroiU)  each  day,  which 
were  (|uite  acceptable.  They  are  a  species  of  duck  and 
(klicatc  in  flavor,  not  being  so  fishy  as  some  of  the  other 
birds  we  had  eaten. 

As  if  by  magic,  early  the  next  morning  the  ice,  which 
had  hekl  us  so  firmly  in  its  grasp,  began  to  loosen,  and 
Mr.  Kenealy,  in  looking  over  the  side,  noticed  that  the 
ship  was  afloat,  and  called  attention  to  it.  The  captain  im- 
mediately ordered  steam  up,  and  on  starting  ahead  the  ice 
yielded  and  we  were  able  to  steam  for  about  half  an  hour, 
when  a  heavy  fog  so  enveloped  everything  that  it  was 
useless  to  proceed,  as  it  was  impossible  to  pick  our  way 
throni^di  the  vast  floes  which  still  remained  ahead.  This 
sudden  and  remarkable  change  in  the  pack,  loosening  so 
quicklv  after  being  solid  a  few  minutes  before,  is  not 
uuusual,  though  difficult  to  explain.  The  favorable 
change  made  us  all  more  hopeful  and  cheerful  than  we 
had  been  for  some  time.  The  fog  continued  dense  all 
dav,  but  late  during  the  night  it  began  to  lift.  We 
had  vet  several  hundred  miles  to  go  before  reaching  our 
objective  point  in  the  north. 

The  prospect  of  success  was  not  encouraging,  for  we 
knew  that  we  had  many  miles  of  ice  yet  to  pass  through, 
as  open  water  was  known  to  be  scarce  from  here  north- 
ward. This  task  would  have  to  be  accomplished  and  a 
return  made  to  a  point  further  south  than  ]\Ielville  Bay 
to  ensure  us  getting  home  the  same  year.     The  thought 
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of  passing  a  winter  in  this  lonely  clime,  with  its  nionihs 
of  cold  and  darkness,  was  far  from  our  wishes.  Our  food- 
supply  was  not  sufficient  to  ensure  us  enough  to  eat,  and 
this,  with  the  memory  of  other  unfortunate  expeditions, 
presented  such  a  gloomy  picture  that  we  endeavored  nut 
to  think  of  it.  On  the  nth  of  July  land  was  sighted, 
but  so  far  away  and  indistinct  that  the  locality  was  nn- 
recognized.  Although  the  temperature  was  22°  Fahren- 
heit, the  ice  continued  to  loosen,  and  we  were  able  to 
make  about  ten  or  fifteen  miles.  This  was  the  distance 
actually  steamed,  but  it  was  done  in  winding  aronnd 
and  between  large  fields  of  ice,  and  at  the  finish  did  not 
put  us  far  from  our  starting-place. 

At  eight  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  that  day  a  dis- 
tressing accident  happened  to  Lieutenant  Peary.  He 
was  standing  near  the  rudder-chains,  in  the  stern  of 
the  ship,  when  a  large  block  of  ice  struck  the  rudder 
with  great  force,  throwing  the  tiller  violently  to  one  side 
and  tearing  the  wheel  out  of  the  hands  of  the  helmsman. 
The  riglit  leg  of  the  lieutenant  was  caught  between  the 
rudder-chains  and  the  wheel-house,  fracturing  both  bones 
at  the  lower  third.  This,  of  course,  completely  disabled 
him  for  the  rest  of  the  voyage,  and,  occurring  as  it  did  at 
a  time  when  all  were  more  or  less  worried  bv  the  nn- 
favorable  prospect,  exerted  a  very  depressing  influence  on 
us.  Several  of  the  party  thought  it  better  to  abandon 
the  attempt  for  this  year,  but  to  this  Lieutenant  Peary 
would  not  listen.  He  insisted  that  his  leg  would  be  snf- 
ficiently  strong  by  the  following  spring  to  enable  him  to 
execute  his  original  plans,  and  that  his  assistants  conld 
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niuKv   l-^c  and  carry  out  for  liini  the  work  that  he  had 
],iiil  ,    •  to  do  in  tlie  autumn  and  winter. 

I  i;  ..1  these  circumstances  tliere  was  nothino;  to  do 
l),il  I.)  I'locecd.  He  was  carried  below,  a  bed  prepared 
in  [Ik  cal)in,  and  the  injured  limb  at*;ended  to.  Most 
,,f  tlu-  following  day  was  spent  in  pushino^  and  buttinji^ 
throiiuli  the  ice,  which  was  somewhat  looser  than  the 
(lav  l)t.loiv.  The  fo<*'  still  continued,  and  it  was  impos- 
sible to  make  much  progress.  Some  open  water,  about 
half  a  mile  distant,  was  seen  from  the  crow's  nest,  and 
to  reach  this  was  our  principal  aim.  Once  there,  we 
could  wait  for  the  fog  to  lift  and  have  a  safer  and  more 
favorable  resting-place  for  the  ship.  We  desired,  above 
all,  to  get  a  sight  of  land,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  lay  a 
course  with  some  precision,  as  our  ship's  compass  was 
very  sluggish,  owing  to  our  proximity  to  the  magnetic 
pole.  We  succeeded  at  last  in  reaching  the  open  water, 
and  ill  a  few  hours  the  fog  lifted,  thus  enabling  us  to 
make  considerable  progress  through  the  now  weakened 
and  broken  ice. 

During  the  afternoon  we  found  quite  a  number  of 
leads  and  more  open  water.  Unfortunately  the  Aveather 
aoain  became  thick,  and  as  it  was  impossible  to  see  far 
ahead  of  the  ship,  it  was  found  useless  to  continue  our 
efforts.  The  water-course,  if  followed  blindly,  might 
lead  to  more  heavy  and  troublesome  ice  than  any  which 
had  yet  been  encountered,  besides  taking  us  far  from  our 
destination,  as  much  of  our  course  had  been  run  entirely 
on  dead  reckoning.  The  thermometer  was  as  low  as  20° 
during  most  of  the  day,  yet  it  did  not  feel  as  cold  and 
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disaj^reeable  as  (luriii<;  sonic  previous  days  witli  a  liiL:ln.r 
temperature. 

Alt]iou<i;]i  tlie  tliickuess  of  the  atmosphere  was  i\. 
treme,  the  decks  and  rij^j^inj;-  of  tlie  sliip  were  comjiara- 
tivcly  dry.  The  humidity  of  the  air  turned  to  mimui 
and  delicate  frost-crystals  upon  rcachin<^  the  coldness  of 
the  sea-level,  covering;  the  roj)cs  with  a  beautiful  and 
fantastic  white  coatint^  that  <^ave  to  the  vessel  a  weird, 
even  (^host-like,  appearance.  The  weather  continued 
bad  and  the  ice  was  still  heavy,  the  cakes  bcinof  larji^tr 
than  before.  IMore  open  water  was  met  with  than  on 
any  day  since  entering  the  immense  pack.  After  butliiiji; 
the  ice  for  an  hour  or  two  we  were  enabled  to  enter  ()])eii 
water  and  steam  for  a  couple  of  miles,  and  then  tlie 
butting  and  smashing  again  began,  and  lasted  till  anollier 
stretch  of  water  was  reached.  As  the  day  wore  on  the 
weather  became  clear  and  fine,  and  was  of  great  assistance 
in  the  navigation  of  the  ship.  We  were  favored,  that 
afternoon,  with  the  first  sight  of  land  we  had  had  for  over 
three  days — to  us  a  most  agreeable  change.  It  was  too 
far  away  for  us  to  be  able  to  recognize  any  distinguishinj,' 
landmarks,  but  we  ran  toward  it,  and  expected  to  make 
out  our  exact  position  the  following  day. 

The  "  butting  "  or  forcing  our  way  through  the  heavy 
ice  was  a  most  interesting  procedure,  although  at  times 
somewhat  terrifying.  A  person  seeing  it  for  the  first 
time  is  so  impressed  that  he  is  not  likely  ever  to  fori^^et 
it.  We  were  compelled  to  resort  to  it  so  often  while  in 
the  ^lelville  Bay  pack  that  it  ceased  to  be  a  novelty,  and 
onlv  when  it  was  so  violent  as  to  throw  one  of  us  to  the 
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,lt, '  ..r  out  of  his  cliair  did  it  cause  couuncnt.  "  lUitt- 
ii)..  to  use  the  terni  used  l)y  sailors  in  these  seas,  cou- 
si^t^  III  forcins  the  sliip  a<j;aiust  the  lart,a-  floes  or  pans  of 
ia,  (.it her  to  hreak  them  into  fra<>;uients  or  to  foree  them 
to  DMc  side. 

'\\w  "  pack,"  as  the  whole  ^reat  field  of  ice  is  called, 
is  iiiadi-  up  of  "floes,"  some  bein<i[  so  larg^e  that  the  eye 
can  liardlv  see  their  further  extremity,  and  "pans," 
which  are  small,  often  amountinj^  to  little  more  than 
icc-l)l()cks.  The  ed^es  of  these  ice-fields  are  of  course 
very  iirejj^ular,  and  between  them,  in  the  summer-time, 
are  passages  or  "leads"  of  water.  Often  one  floe  just 
touches  another  by  a  single  corner,  and  beyond,  the  lead 
widens  out  into  quite  a  channel.  It  then  becomes  neces- 
sary to  break  off  this  corner  to  reach  the  channel.  This 
is  accomplished  by  backing  the  ship  for  several  ship's 
lengths  and  then  steaming  at  full  speed  ahead  against 
the  projecting  corner.  The  shock,  as  the  prow  of  the 
ship  strikes  the  ice,  is  terrific.  Sometimes  the  corner 
l)reaks  off  and  the  ship  slips  easily  through  into  the  new 
channel,  while  more  frequently,  so  far  as  the  novice  can 
see,  no  appreciable  effect  is  produced.  Then  the  evo- 
lution is  repeated  again  and  again  nntil  the  end  is  ac- 
complished or  the  captain  sees  that  further  efforts  are  use- 
less. 

It  need  scarcely  be  said  that  the  work  requires  the 
greatest  skill,  knowledge,  and  caution.  If  the  corner  is 
broken,  it  may  cause  the  ice-fields  to  revolve  toward 
each  other,  the  channel  to  close,  and  put  the  ship  in 
great  danger  of  being  nipped  and  crushed  by  the  heavy 


M 


m 


:»-:f 


96 


AV  .lA'Cr/C  SE.IS. 


[if 


M  I 


r 


M 


:i!.. 


1  n 


floes.  All  possible  circnnistaiiccs  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  ice-pilot,  and  it  jrave  us  a  feelincr  of 
confidence  to  see  these  hardy  Newfoundland  sailors  at- 
tack the  ice  with  such  perfect  assurance  and  calm- 
ness. 

At  times,  even  when  the  floes  are  quite  thick,  the  ice 
is  broken  without  difficulty,  while  on  the  other  hand  the 
ship  is  often  brought  to  a  standstill  by  mere  tongues  or 
slight  projections  which  seem  to  defy  the  force  of  steam. 
In  the  latter  case  one  always  has  to  act  with  great  cau- 
tion, since  it  shows  that  heavy  pressure  i.s  keeping  the 
ice  firm  and  solid.  When  such  a  tongue  is  broken  the 
floes  are  apt  to  come  together  at  some  other  point,  not, 
as  we  had  imagined,  with  suddenness  and  force,  but  with 
a  scarcely  perceptible  movement.  They  seemed  to  re- 
volve upon  their  centres  on  the  release  of  the  point  of 
impact,  slowly  but  surely  approaching  each  other  until 
they  again  touched,  and,  crushing  their  edges,  came  to 
a  complete  stop  when  the  resistance  of  the  great  floes 
checked  the  force  of  the  currents  which  moved  them. 
Of  course  a  vessel  caught  in  such  a  closing  channel  has 
scarcely  a  chance  of  escape.  If  the  ice  catches  her  amid- 
ships, the  sides  are  crushed  as  if  made  of  cardboard,  while 
if,  by  some  fortunate  accident,  she  rises  on  the  floe,  she 
must  remain  imprisoned  until  another  change  breaks  up 
the  ice-field  and  again  allows  her  to  float,  .should  the 
rough  treatment  received  not  have  made  her  totall}  un- 
seaworthy. 

This  is  the  cause  of  most  of  the  accidents  which  occa- 
sion the  loss  of  ves.sels  in  the  Arctic  regions.     It  was  in 
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til's  manner  that  the  Proteus  was  wrecked  when  within 
a  !c\v  \  ards  of  open  water.  Onr  captain  told  ns  that 
th<i-<.  on  the  vessel,  being  unfamiliar  with  the  ice,  re- 
fiiM^l  to  believe  in  the  danger,  insisting  that  the  ship 
could  accomplish  the  slight  remaining  distance,  and 
would  not  believe,  until  the  ice  actually  came  through 
the  ship's  side,  that  the  vessel  was  in  such  imminent 
peril.  Onlv  a  few  hours  after  the  accident  the  floes 
a"ain  separated  in  the  same  slow,  majestic  manner  in 
which  thev  had  come  together,  but  the  Proteus  sank  in- 
stantlv  to  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  and  what  would  have 
proved  her  homeward  path,  without  difficulty  or  danger, 
was  traversed  in  the  whale-boats  by  which  the  retreat 
to  safety  was  made. 

In  the'  midst  of  the  great  ice-packs  there  are  frequently 
"lakes"  or  spaces  of  open  water,  through  which  the 
ship  can  pass  until  another  icy  wall  stops  its  progress; 
then  a  new  "lead  "  must  be  looked  for,  and  the  butting 
recommenced. 

vSo  the  days  slipped  by,  sometimes  finding  good  leads, 
while  others  were  completely  blocked  by  the  nmsses  of 
ice  in  front.     We   tried  always  to  make  some  progress, 
and  generally  succeeded  in  finding  a  safe  anchorage  for 
the  vessel  when  it  was  found  impossible  to  proceed  far- 
ther.    The  ship  in  these  waters  is  not  anchored  to  the 
bottom  (for  this,  we  found  by  sounding,  was  from  six  to 
nine  hundred  fathoms  deep),  but  to  the  floes  themselves, 
and  for  this  purpose  it  was  provided  with  claws  or  great 
hooks  of  iron.     When  progress  was  barred  the  sailors 
ran  unt  n^jon  the  ice,  and,  cutting  a  hole  in  the  floe,  sank 
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the  hook  deeply  in  the  solid  ice,  thus  preventing  the  ship 
from  drifting  from  the  favorable  posicion  which  had  Ixm 
selected  until  some  movement  of  the  pack  opened  up  a 
fresh  lead. 


CHAPTER    VIT. 

An  Accidknt  to  thic    Ship. — Nii'i>i;d    in  the    Ick. — Bi.ast- 


INC. 


-\Vi;   Kn.i,  A   IJkak.— Taiujc  Ici;hi:kc,s. — Cai»k  York 


Sl(.HTKl).  -DRH-TIXC.    with    THIC    TACK. 


OCR  progress  was  of  course  exceedingly  slow.  On 
lulv  i5tli  the  weather  cleared  a  little  and  land  was 
sc'tu  in  the  distance.  Observations  showed  that  we  were 
in  latitude  75°  i'  north,  and  that,  consequently,  in  eleven 
da\s  of  constant  struggle  we  had  advanced  only  fift}- 
miles.  Nevertheless,  patches  of  open  water  were  more 
fre(iuenth-  met  with  than  before,  and  this  was  accounted 
bv  the  experienced  sailors  as  a  most  encouraging  sign 
of  our  release  from  what  had  grown  to  be  an  almost  in- 
toknible  imprisonment.  The  weather  was  bright  and 
])lt.'asant  enough  to  allow  one  to  go  upon  deck  or  on  the 
ice  without  suffering  in  the  least  from  the  cold.  In  these 
liij^li  latitudes  the  heating  effect  of  the  sun's  rays  is  like 
that  felt  on  a  mountain-top,  and  even  though  the 
thcrinometer  was  constantly  below  tlie  freezing-point 
our  heavy  clothing  often  felt  oppressive. 

In  the  afternoon,  while  steaming  along  through  com- 
paratively loose  ice,  the  rudder  was  struck  by  a  heavy 
ice-cake  and  a  link  of  the  rudder-chain  snapped.  This 
was  an  unfortunate  accident,  for  it  involved  a  delay  of 

three  hours  for  repairs,  and  by  the  time  they  were  com- 
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pleted  our  favorable  lead  had  closed  and  we  were  ajraiu 
brought  to  a  complete  stop.  An  examination  of  the  fra^^- 
ments  of  the  chain  showed  that  it's  breaking  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  tlu  iron  had  been  crystallized  by  the  repeated 
shocks  and  blows  to  which  the  metal  had  been  subjected. 

The  lead  opened  on  the  following  morning,  and  Ihi.' 
operation  of  butting  and  forcing  the  ice  was  again  re- 
sorted to.  We  made  fair  progress,  though  the  weatlicr 
was  thick  and  misty  until  about  4  p.  m.,  when  we  found 
ourselves  in  a  small  lake.  While  the  opposing  wall  was 
being  diligently  searched  for  a  lead  it  was  noticed  by  the 
captain  that  the  floes  constituting  the  sides  of  the  lake 
were  gradually  coming  together,  and  we  found  ourselves 
confronted  with  the  possibility  of  a  "nip,"  that  worst 
of  all  Arctic  accidents.  A  lake  was  opening  just  ahead 
of  the  ship,  and  to  it  the  captain  determined  to  try  and 
work  his  way.  A  narrow  lead  passed  from  one  lake  to 
the  other,  and  into  this  channel  the  ship  was  forced. 
We  had  almost  passed  through,  but  a  single  angle  of  the 
ice  barring  our  passage  and  the  bowsprit  overhanging 
the  place  we  desired  to  reach,  when  we  suddenly  found 
that  our  progress  was  completely  stopped.  The  ship  re- 
fused to  go  either  ahead  or  astern,  and  it  was  evident 
that  it  was  caught  between  the  edges  of  the  floes  which 
constituted  the  borders  of  the  lead.  We  were  nipped  in 
the  ice. 

Captain  Pike  and  his  crew  realized,  of  course,  the 
peril  in  which  we  were,  but,  like  true  sailors,  gave  110 
evidence  of  it,  nor  did  any  of  us  know  of  the  danger  until 
it  was  safely  passed.     The  sailors,  followed  by  many  of 
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tlu  i-arty,  at  once  jiiniped  on  the  ice  and  attempted  to 
01 '(.n  a  passao^e  witli  crowbars  and  wooden  beams.  It 
wa^  found,  however,  too  thick  to  render  this  feasible, 
ainl  \vc  were  initiated  into  another  Arctic  device:  holes 
wrix-  drilled  in  the  ice,  and  a  bottle  filled  with  gnn- 
jHiwdcr,  attached  to  which  was  a  fnse  that  had  the  power 
olhuruing  underwater,  was  tied  to  the  end  of  an  oar; 
the  fuse  bein^^  ignited,  the  oar,  with  the  bottle  attached, 
was  shoved  through  the  opening  and  down  under  the  edge 
of  the  ice,  wh^re  it  exploded.  The  first  attempt  failed 
on  account  of  the  imperfect  sealing  of  the  bottle,  and  the 
second  failed  for  the  same  reason;  a  third  bottle  exploded, 
])nt  without  effect  on  the  ice.  Two  more  were  siniul- 
taneonslv  exploded,  and  a  great  cake  was  blown  from  the 
edge.  The  ship  was  at  once  put  astern,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  it  was  in  comparative  safety  in  a  corner  of 
what  had  been  the  large  lake  we  had  left. 

vSo  little  did  we  realize  the  danger  of  our  situation 
that  those  of  us  who  were  not  assisting  the  crew  spent 
the  time  in  gambolling  on  the  ice  with  the  dogs  or  in 
photographing  the  ship  and  the  men  endeavoring  to  re- 
lease her.  The  next  day  the  captain  pointed  out  the 
location  that  the  ship  had  occupied.  It  was  piled  up 
with  irregular  blocks  of  ice  from  thirteen  to  twenty  feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  floes,  showing  the  terrific  force 
with  which  these  had  come  together;  yet  so  slow  and 
majestic  is  their  movement  that  it  is  only  after  such  an 
object  lesson  as  this  that  one  can  realize  the  force  behind 
them. 

This  was  destined  to  be  an  eventful  dav.     The  ves- 
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sel,  soon  after,  having  been  made  fast  t^o  the  ice  (a  safe 
harbor  for  it  having  been  fonnd),  some  of  the  part\ 
started  out  upon  the  floes  to  shoot  the  guillemots  which 
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Gibson. 


Avere  everywhere  plentiful,  while  the  rest  retired  to  the 
seclusion  of  the  cabin,  not  relishing  the  damp,  cold  air, 
and  amused  themselves  bv  reading  and  chattiuij.  It 
was  about  lo  o'clock  at  night  when  one  of  the  sailors 
opened  the  door  of  the  cabin  and,  in  a  voice  of  suppressed 
excitement,  uttered  the  single  word,  "Bear."  In  an 
instant  all  was  confusion,  for  we  were  all  anxious  to 
view  the  greatest  game  of  the  Arctic  region.  Each  one 
made  a  jump  for  his  rifle  and  then  rushed  for  the  door. 
On  reaching  the  deck  we  looked  out  upon  the  ice  and 
.saw  the  bear.  He  w^as  about  three  hundred  yards  otf, 
iind  the  excitement  his  presence  occasioned  was  increased 
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^v^ll  li  it  was  discovered  that  he  was  leisurely  but  surely 
a'l'ioaching  the  ship  with  his  peculiar  lumberiiio;  gait. 
II;  vv*mld  stop  every  few  yards,  hold  up  liis  head,  then 
swiiii;  it  .slowly  from  side  to  side,  i.nd  agv^.in  approach. 
r,\  ilie  captain's  direction  we  crouched  behind  the  bul- 
wark-^ of  the  ship  and  rested  our  rifle-barrels  on  the  rail. 
Il  is  the  habit  of  the  polar  bear  to  approach  any  strange 
object  he  may  see  until  he  comes  near  enough  to  scent 
it.  ilis  eyes  are  quite  small  and  his  vision  poor,  and  he 
faqnenth'  approaches  ves.sels  which  are  out  of  his  range 

of   SCL'llt. 

1 1  was  fortunate  that  the  wind  was  blowing  strongly 
from  the  direction  in  which  he  was  coming,  and  he  was 
nil  able  to  discover,  by  his  keen  .sense  of  smell,  what  or 
who  we  were,  or  to  realize  the  danger  he  was  incurring. 

While  he  was  slowly  approaching  the  captain  went 
below  to  invite  Mrs.  Peary  and  the  rest  who  were  in  that 
pari  of  the  .ship  to  come  and  see  the  great  animal.  P>y 
the  time  they  reached  the  deck  he  was  much  nearer  than 
when  first  discovered,  and  still  continued  his  approach, 
though  stopping  more  frequently  to  regard  the  ship,  and 
then  alternately  walking  and  loping  in  a  playful  man- 
ner, evidently  determined  to  investigate  the  curious 
monster.  This  most  interesting  performance  was  cut 
.short,  when  he  was  but  fifty  yards  from  the  ship,  h\  the 
sound  of  a  shot  fired  at  some  birds  by  the  party  out  on 
the  floe,  who,  being  in  the  opposite  direction,  liad  of 
course  no  idea  of  the  situation.  Instantly  the  bear 
.stopped  and  reared  upon  his  haunches.  This  was  too 
much  for  one  enthusiastic   watcher,    and,    against    the 
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accepted  order  lliat  wc  sliould  all  fire  to<^etlier  when  tin 
sij^iial  was  ii^iven  by  the  captain,  lie  shot  at  the  beai. 
The  report  of  his  rifle  was  hardl\-  heard  when  a  vollex- 
was  fired  and  the  bear  sta,<;<^a'red  and  fell.  We  supposed, 
of  course,  that  he  was  dead,  and  junijK'd  from  the  sidi 
of  the  vessel  to  reach  and  examine  him.  The  .ii^reai 
wdiite  bear  is  not,  however,  so  easily  killed,  and  before 
we  coidd  <;et  to  him  he  was  on  his  feet  once  more  and 
made  a  stat^t^erint;'  rush  for  the  water.  His  shoulder  was 
aj^parently  broken,  and  he  fell  frequently,  but  still  stum- 
bled on,  while  those  on  the  ice  who  liad  taken  their  riflis 
with  them  fired  shot  after  shot  in  vain.  The  excitement 
before  the  volley  was  fired  was  very  .t^^reat,  but  now  it 
was  at  fever  pitch,  for  we  knew  from  what  we  had  heard 
that  if  he  reached  the  open  water  he  was  safe. 

Tile  Arctic  sailors  call  these  beasts  the  water-bear, 
because  they  can  swim  with  <^reater  speed  than  a  boat 
can  be  propelled  by  oars.  If  the  bear  was  not  danger- 
ously hurt,  therefore,  he  would  escape,  and  if,  as  we  found 
afterward  to  be  the  case,  he  was  mortally  wounded,  his 
l)ody  would  sink,  and  thus  a<;ain  we  would  lose  him. 
The  .shootini^  was  consequently  of  the  wildest  description, 
and  probably  very  few  of  the  bullets  reached  the  tart^a't. 
Sta<;<i[erin<^,  falling-,  and  leaving  a  broad  trail  of  blood 
on  the  snow-covered  ice,  he  ran  for  the  lead,  .some  two 
hundred  yards  off,  and  had  almost  reached  the  edge  of 
the  floe  wdien  a  well-directed  bullet  struck  him  in  the 
base  of  the  skull  and  he  succumbed:  the  prey  was  ours. 

Many  willing  hands  manned  the  boat,  wdiich  was  at 
once  launched,  a  line  was  put  about  the  bear's  neck,  and 


fl 


1' 


„ ;  i 

m 


ii 


'         1 

'P  ■:: 

i::    ':«- 

:r 


:i» 


;.ii'^'f^^ii!!il 


■:\\-- 

1 

■  1    1 

■   1   ■ 
1       1 

! 


I 


i|  ■ 


ir 


liifif 


' '!  1 ' !  f  ■ 

^5 


1 1 


,i 


I'1 

I  ■    ' 


^  ' 


T 


II  I 


I    : 


t.U'' 


f             ! 

i     ■ 

,.,!.     ; 

i 

1  ' , 

■     i 

1 

' 

t 

i 

ll '  ■^' ' 

i 

i 
1        1 
i 

'!'    ! 

f 

^  v:i 

1        '  ■  5       11! 

'j<J  ^ 

t-  ?     ;  'ij, 

1      ^    .  ■ 

t         ■  i»i 

■     '  '       i ' 

I-  • 

1  'i 

THR    I'OYACR   OF    TIIE   KITE 


lo: 


he  ^^as  towed  in  triumph  to  the  side  of  the  ship.  Here, 
lvin«^  at  full  len<;th  on  the  ice,  he  was  photographed  and 
incM.-ured.  He  proved  to  be  a  full-grown  male.  In  his 
bo'U'  were  numerous  bullet-holes,  showing  that  almost 
all  llie  bullets  of  the  original  volley  had  struck  him. 
One  had  pierced  his  heart,  while  another  had  broken 
the  shoulder.  To  have  been  so  active,  and  to  have 
shown  the  vitality  which  he  did  after  receiving  such 
serious  wounds,  shows  the  remarkable  endurance  of 
these  animals.  He  was  accounted  by  the  sailors  to  be  a 
large  specimen,  and  measured  seven  feet  one  inch  in 
length,  and  stood  three  feet  four  inches  high  at  the 
shoulders.  The  sole  of  his  foot  was  fourteen  and  one- 
half  inches  in  length,  and  he  weighed  between  six  and 
seven  hundred  pounds.  The  fur  was  very  thick,  long, 
and  of  a  yellowish-white  color,  in  marked  contrast  to  the 
pure  whiteness  of  the  snow.  His  claws  and  teeth  were 
vcrv  large,  and  his  skull  so  thick  as  to  be  almost  invul- 
nerable. 

As  Lieutenant  Peary  desired  the  meat  for  provisioning 
his  camp,  the  hide  was  removed  and  the  rest  of  the  car- 
cass cut  into  quarters,  as  is  commonly  done  with  beef. 
Most  unfortunately,  the  two  hind  quarters  were  lost 
while  being  washed  preparatory  to  hanging  them  in  the 
foretop  for  preservation.  A  careless  sailor  had  fastened 
them  to  a  line  with  a  loose  knot,  and,  slipping  from  this, 
the\'  sank.  The  rest  was  safely  stored  away,  to  be  added 
to  the  larder  of  the  little  encampment  at  Whale  Sound. 

Thereafter  a  careful  watch  was  kept  for  these  great 
animals,  but,   although  tracks  were  plentiful,   we  were 
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not  rt'wank'd  witli  the  sij^ht  of  any  moiv  nntil  twochivs 
later,  wlicn  a  she  l)ear  and  her  two  cnbs  were  seen  al  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  shi]>,  their  yellowish  fur 
niakinj;  them  clearly  <listin<;nishable  a<;ainst  the  irv 
backjj^ronnd.  The  vessel  was  headed  in  their  direction, 
and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  former  bear,  they  evinced  no 
fear  of  the  strange  object.  Unfortunately,  we  were  com- 
pelled to  go  to  windward,  and  as  soon  as  the  scent  reached 
them  they  commenced  to  retreat.  The  mother  bear 
could  run  like  a  race-horse,  but  she  stopped  every  once  in 
a  while  to  urge  her  cubs  to  greater  speed.  Being  out  of 
range  of  our  rifles,  a  chase  was  organized.  The  party  on 
the  ice  presented  a  rather  ludicrous  picture  running  and 
stum])ling  over  its  rough  and  hummocky  surface,  while 
the  bears  progressed  without  the  slightest  difficulty  and  at 
a  far  greater  rate  of  speed.  The  chase  was  soon  abandoned 
and  the  party  recalled,  the  ship  itself  being  started  in 
pursuit;  but  the  lead  was  filled  with  blocks  of  ice  which 
retarded  our  progress,  and  the  bears  were  so  thoroughly 
frightened  that  they  disappeared  without  a  single  .shot 
being  fired,  and  we  saw  them  no  more. 

After  the  excitement  of  the  killing  of  the  bear  had 
subsided  the  monotony  of  the  voyage  was  again  resumed. 
On  the  next  afternoon  snow  fell  in  large  quantities- 
larger,  in  fact,  than  at  any  time  since  we  had  started 
north — and  the  day  looked  like  a  midwinter  one  at  home. 
We  steamed  ahead  at  the  rate  of  four  knots  an  hour  for 
twenty-four  hours,  the  water  being  now  comparatively 
open.  IMuch  drift  ice  and  enormous  table  icebergs  were 
passed,  but  by  careful  steering  we  a\oided  all  collisions. 
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II  i  ililTicull  to  c'stiinalf  iht-  s\/x-  of  the  .L;r(.at  Lcr.i^s  set 
(]\r  inmi  the  glaciers  of  the  far  North.  The  j^iiesses  of 
tli(  iidx  iees  were  apparently  as  accurate  as  those  of  the 
vNjK  riiiieed  sailors.  All,  ho\ve\er,  aj^reed  that  those  we 
siu  lliat  (lay  surpassed  in  size  any  seen  before.  ( )ne 
\v;i-  llioui^ht  by  the  oflllcers  of  the  AV/r  to  be  more  than 
si\  miles  in  len.i,4h,  and  stretched  its  vertical  walls  fully 
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three  hundred  feet  above  the  water.  The  crow's  nest  on 
our  mast-head  was  .seventy  feet  above  the  deck,  and  at 
this  hei,i,dit  it  was  apparent  that  the  top  surface  of  the 
;^r(.at  table  of  ice  was  .still  far  above  it.  The  bergs  met 
with  in  this  locality  were  quite  different  from  those  pre- 
viously encountered.  They  were  no  longer  rugged  in 
outline,  with  pinnacles  and  varied  .shapes,  but,  rather, 
luii^e  blocks  of  ice,  nearly  square  and  of  immense  size. 
Tlicv  had   evidentlv    been    recentlv   released    from    tht 
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great  (glaciers  of  tlie  North,  and  the  water  and  air  had  not 
yet  had  a  cliance  to  carve  tlieiii  into  thr  ourions  spires, 
caverns,  and  towers  wliich  liad  characterized  the  icebergs 
seen  floating  fro'.ii  the  glaciers  further  south. 

The  drift  o^  the  water  i'l  these  seas,  so  far  as  could  lie 
made  out,  was  northward  along  the  west  coast  of  Green- 
land as  far  as  Melville  Bay.  Here  the  stream  is  deflected 
to  the  west  by  the  southerly  flow  of  the  Arctic  current 
and  the  projection  of  Cape  York,  and,  sweeping  down  the 
east  coast  of  North  America,  emerges  finally  in  the  open 
ocean  south  of  Newfoundland.  Occasionally  this  icy 
current  flows  down  our  Atlantic  coast,  and  bathers  are 
tlien  made  to  suffer  from  the  lowered  temperature  of  the 
water. 

On  July  i8th  we  caught  a  glimpse  of  Cape  York,  but 
the  weather  was  cloudy  and  foggy,  and  we  conld  not  l)e 
sure  of  our  exact  position.  The  next  day  found  the 
weather  still  dark  and  gloomy.  A  bitterlv  cold  wind 
from  the  south-west  was  blowing,  and  the  black,  threaten- 
ing sky  gave  the  scene  an  appearance  of  midwinter.  An 
occasional  snow-squall  added  even  more  to  the  drearv 
outlook,  and  gave  ns  a  faint  idea  of  the  misery  and  hard- 
ships to  be  encountered  in  regions  fartlier  north. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  move  the  ship.  We  sup- 
posed that  we  were  still  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Cape  York,  but  as  the  day  was  dark  and  our  compass 
so  uncertain,  and  we  had  had  such  an  imperfect  sight  of 
land,  we  did  not  know  in  which  direction  to  proceed. 
The  ice  was  troublesome — so  much  so  that  we  were  en- 
abled to  make  but  a  few  miles  in  the  direction  in  which 
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^vc  ;  ■•iLrrtd  the  land  to  be.  The  icebergs  were  very 
nuwivrous,  and  still  larger  and  higher  than  any  we  had 
vci  encountered.  On  Jnly  20th,  at  4  P.  m.,  the  fog 
rolinl  awav  sufficiently  to  allow  land  to  be  seen  to  our 
riulii.and  Cape  York,  latitude  76°  2',  longitude  68°  4', 
(lislanl  only  seven  miles,  was  in  plain  viev/.  The  chro- 
iicuKlcr  was  found  to  be  correct,  and  the  prospects  of  our 
vova.^c  looked  more  encouraging.  We  had  intended 
landing  on  the  cape  to  undertake  some  explorations,  but 
ice  was  again  more  abundant,  and  it  was  !bnnd  impos- 
sible to  reach  the  shore;  indeed,  so  heavy  and  treacherous 
was  it  that  even  if  we  had  succeeded  in  gaining  the  land 
our  return  to  the  ship  might  have  been  made  impossible 
bv  die  breaking  up  of  the  floe. 

Mr.  Dumpily,  the  second  mate,  having  gone  a  short 
distance  away  from  the  ship  on  the  ice,  was  surprised  to 
tiiid  a  small  piece  of  board  about  a  couple  of  feet  long. 
Maiiv  were  the  speculations  and  conjectures  indulged  in 
as  to  its  mode  of  g'^tting  there.  We  could  think  of  no 
more  plausible  explanation  than  that  it  had  been  thrown 
overboard  from  some  whaler  which,  possibly,  might  have 
preceded  us  earlier  in  the  season.  Small  though  the  in- 
cident was,  it  served  to  breaw  the  monotony  of  our  stav 
ill  the  ice,  and  gave,  for  the  time  being,  a  new  direction 
to  our  thoughts. 

This  day  was  bright,  warm,  and  sunny,  the  best  we 
had  enjoyed  for  two  weeks,  and  a  most  agreeable  change. 
T>  the  north  the  ice  was  as  heavy  and  impassable  as  that 
wliicli  was  between  us  and  the  shore. 

<  )ur  anxiety  was  increasing  daih'.     We  were  desirous 
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of  leachiiio  our  destination  as  soon  as  possible,  for  tlie 
.siininier  was  passing  rapidly,  and  it  would  soon  he 
necessary  to  cotnnicnce  our  return.  Delay  would  in- 
crease the  danger  of  our  being  caught  in  the  ice,  and  per- 
haps compel  US  o  remain  all  winter.  The  followiii^r 
day  was  also  bright  and  clear,  and  the  land  near  enoui^h 
to  allow  us  to  get  a  good  idea  of  the  country.  Several 
large  glaciers  were  plainl)'  visible,  and  the  snow-covered 
mountains  were  grand  and  imposing.  The  ice  continued 
to  bar  our  way,  and  to  the  northward  was  one  solid  pack 
whose  limit  could  not  be  made  out  from  the  mast-head. 
It  was  the  most  formidable  ice  we  had  yet  encoui  .:eu  ,. 
and  we  feared  it  might  prevent  further  progress. 

We  waited  here  four  days,  hoping  all  the  while  for 
the  ice  to  break  and  permit  our  passage.  To  the  south  v.e 
still  had  a  good  chance  to  escape  should  we  deem  it  ad- 
visable to  beat  a  retr^^atand  renounce  all  hope  of  reaching 
Whale  Sound,  which  was  still  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  to  the  northward.  Matters  now  assumed  a  rather 
gloomy  look.  It  was  impossible  to  land  lyientenant 
Peary  on  the  shore  at  this  point,  even  liad  he  desired  it; 
and,  could  we  have  done  so,  it  would  have  been  neces- 
sary for  our  small  party  to  drag  all  the  stores,  supplies, 
and  materials  for  his  house,  on  improvised  sledges,  over 
the  rough  and  treacherous  ice  a  distance  of  ten  miles. 
At  any  time  the  ice-pack  might  have  broken  up  and 
drifted  far  away,  leaving  perhaps  part  of  the  lieutenant's 
effects  on  the  land  and  the  rest  on  the  ship,  which,  caught 
by  the  drifting  ice,  would  have  been  unable  to  return  and 
laud  the  remainder.     Any  plan  which  involved  the  pos- 
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sihiii*^  of  such  a  separation  of  the  party  and  stores  would 
impcrl  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  besides  leavin^^  the 
cxpc  i  lion  a  hundred  and  sixty  miles  farther  south  than 
had  ')ccn  anticipated,  and  was  not  to  be  thought  of. 

Lieutenant  Peary  was  still  confined  to  the  cabin  with 
his  l)rokcn  leg.  He  was  very  patient  and  hopeful 
tlnouuh^'iit  this  trying  ordeal,  and,  notwithstanding  hav- 
iii"  all  the  responsibility  of  the  expedition  resting  upon 
him,  remained  cheerful  and  sanguine  of  success.  This 
servetl  greatly  to  cheer  us  at  a  time  when  we  most  needed 
eucourageuient.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  fourth  day  a 
strong  wind  from  the  east  came  up,  and  was  regarded  as 
a  favorable  sign  by  our  captain,  who  said  that  if  it  con- 
tinued for  a  couple  of  days  it  would  separate  the  ice  and 
lea\e  us  a  channel  by  which  we  might  be  able  to  work 
onr  wav  onward.  The  pack  seemed  to  be  drifting  north- 
ward, taking  us  along  with  it.  This  appeared  to  b^  due 
to  a  surface  current,  as  the  icebergs  drifting  south  showed 
the  existence  of  a  deeper  current  tending  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

There  was  no  lack  of  sport.  Thousands  3f  birds  were 
to  be  seen  in  every  direction,  and  in  such  flocks  that 
manv  could  be  brought  down  bv  a  single  discharge. 
There  were  several  varieties,  but  the  dovkie  or  little 
auk  were  most  numerous,  and  were  brought  to  the  ship 
1  I  lie  hunters  in  considerable  numbers.  Hardly  a  day 
went  by  without  a  seal  or  two  being  obtained,  and,  with 
the  meat  of  the  bear  lately  killed,  our  table  was  plenti- 
fully supplied  with  fresh  meat. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Frke  once  More.— Cape  Parry  and  Whale  vSound.— An 
Eskimo  Village.— The  Natives. — Contrast  with  tiih 
Fuegians. — Relics  from  Eskimo  Graves. 

0>      ne  23d  of  July,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  an 
Ui.         ed-for  breaking  np  and  drifting  of  the  ice- 
pack occurred.     The  ice  began  to  show  signs  of  separat- 
ing, and  within  an  hour  or  two  a  channel  large  enough 
for  the  ship  to  sail  in  was  ready  for  us.     Steam  was  im- 
mediately raised  and  a  new  start  made  for  our  destina- 
tion.    As  we  proceeded  the   open  spaces  became  more 
abundant,  and  in  a  couple  of  hours  we  were  in  water 
free  from  packs  and  floes.     Icebergs  were  still  numerous, 
but  so  large  and  far  apart  that  we  had  no  difficulty  in 
avoiding  them.     After  getting  out  of  the  ice  the  run 
from  Saunders  Island,  where  our  release  occurred,  to  Cape 
Parry,  which  marks  the  entrance  to  Whale  Sound,  was 
made  during  the  day.     Cape  Parry  was  reached  at  about 
10  o'clock  p.  M.,  after  a  day  of  most  charming  weather 
and  a  stiff  breeze  which  caused  just  enough  swell  on  the 
water  to  give  the  .ship  a  pleasant  motion  and  to  impart 
to  us  a  feeling  of  freedom  after  being  .so  long  held  in  tlie 
ice-pack.     Land  was  in  sight  all  the  way  up;  it  was  high 
and  barren,   and  we  noticed   that  much  less  snow  wa.s 
present  here  than  further  south.     Altogether,  the  locality 
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^v.l^    nore  attractive  than  the  parts  of  Greenland  seen 

hclo'c. 

C;ine  Parry  marks  the  entrance  to  Whale  Sonnd, 
whicii  is  a  wide  channel  between  the  coast  of  Greenland 
and  Xorthuniberland  and  Herbert  Islands,  and  serves 
as  one  of  the  entrances  into  Inglefield  Gulf.  The  latter 
is  a  large  body  of  water  separated  from  Baffin  Bay  or 
Smith  Sound  by  three  large  islands,  Northumberland, 
Hcrl)crt,  and  Hakluyt.  It  was  on  the  northern  side  of 
Inj^kiicld  Gulf  that  Lieutenant  Peary  desired  to  land, 
bnt,  finding  Whale  Sound  open,  we  skirted  along  the 
shores  of  Cape  Parry,  seeking  to  gain  an  entrance  to  the 
(nilf.  Cape  Parry  is  marked  by  a  huge  and  almost  per- 
pendicular cliff  of  red  sandstone  and  basalt,  crowned,  as 
iisnal  in  Greenland,  with  a  perpetual  ice  cap,  and  broken 
here  and  there  by  smaL  glaciers  and  deep  fiords.  As  we 
coasted  along  in  the  full  sunlight  the  cliffs  presented 
a  most  picturesque  and  beautiful  appearance.  At  times 
we  would  see  in  a  valley  a  torrent,  formed  from  the 
melting  snow  and  ice  above,  come  dashing  over  the 
monntain,  forming  beautiful  cascades  in  its  descent. 
After  entering  the  sound  the  ship  was  put  under  an  easy 
head  of  steam  and  we  slowly  cruised  along  the  southern 
shore.  The  principal  object  was  to  find  an  Eskimo  vil- 
lage which  was  known  to  be  situated  thereabouts.  We 
had  already  found  our  charts  of  these  waters  so  faulty 
and  incomplete  that,  outside  of  prominent  capes  and 
landmarks,  we  placed  little  reliance  on  them;  conse- 
quently the  navigation  of  the  inland  waters  was  neces- 
sarily slow  and  danrrerous. 
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After  steaniinj;  alon.2^  the  land  for  some  miles  we  dis- 
covered what  ai^peared  to  be  three  or  four  skin  tenls. 
The  marine  glass  showed  natives  and  dogs  and  otlur 
signs  of  life.  We  approached  to  within  abont  a  mile 
of  the  village,  but  hesitated  to  go  nearer,  as  everywhere 
were  seen  large  bonlders  and  masses  of  rock  that  had 
fallen  into  the  water  from  the  heights  above.  Tlie 
tents  were  seen  to  be  located  on  a  comparatively  level 
platean,  near  the  entrance  to  a  fiord,  whose  shores  were 
lined  with  glaciers.  Captain  Pike  feared  to  enter  tlie 
fiord  itself,  bnt  kept  the  Kile  near  its  mouth  while  the 
village  was  visited  by  the  party.  The  whale-boat  being 
lowered,  we  soon  arrived  at  what  appeared  to  be  the 
most  available  landing-place.  This  consisted  of  a  rocky 
slope  of  nearly  45°,  and,  as  we  found  later,  was  the  place 
where  the  natives  hauled  up  the  carcasses  of  walrus,  seal, 
and  other  animals  killed  in  the  chase.  It  was  by  far  the 
most  desirable  landing-place  we  could  have  selected. 
The  tents  were  situated  on  a  bluff  at  some  distance  from 
the  water,  and  were  almost  impossible  to  approach  ex- 
cept from  the  spot  at  which  we  had  landed.  The  natives 
were  there  ready  to  meet  us,  and  seemed  delighted  at  our 
arrival. 

The  village,  if  such  it  could  be  called,  was  composed 
of  only  three  rude  skin  tents  supported  on  narwhal-horns, 
and  evidently  was  only  the  summer  home  of  the  little 
tribe,  as  a  number  of  more  permanent  structures,  com- 
posed of  earth  and  stones,  were  seen  near  by.  While  we 
found  only  three  tents,  these  stone  huts  numbered  above 
a  dozen,  indicating  that  the  settlement  was  much  larger 
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duMii,^'  iIk^'  winter  iiionths.  The  small  number  of  the 
nail  AS  was  jirobably  due  to  the  absence  of  many  on  their 
<i!iiiiiier  huntinj;-  trips.     The   entire  population,  at  the 
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tiiiK-  of  our  visit,  numbered  twelve — four  men,  three 
women,  and  five  children.  These  were  the  first  of  the 
so-called  "Arctic  highlanders"  of  Captain  Ross  idiat  we 
had  seen,  and  interested  us  greatly.  The  children,  as 
was  the  case  elsewhere  in  Greenland,  were  pretty  and 
luallhy  looking,  but  the  adults  were  filthy  and  anything 
hill  attractive.  I  was  among  the  first  ashore,  and,  extend- 
ing iii\  hand  to  the  Eskimo  who  appeared  to  be  the  chief, 
and  offering  him  a  piece  of  tobacco,  was  somewhat  sur- 
pri<(,(l  to  see  that  my  courtesy  was  not  understood.  He 
seemed  delighted  to  see  us,  but  had  no  knowledge  of  our 
custom  of  shaking  hands  as  a  mode  of  salutation.  The 
tobacco  which  I  gave  him  he  handled   in  a  way  which 
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showed  to  nie  at  once  that  he  was  unfamiliar  with  liie 
article.  One  of  the  sailors,  who,  at  the  time,  happened 
to  be  smokin<^  a  pipe,  was  regarded  by  them  with  the 
greatest  wonder,  and  they  were  evidently  puzzled  to  ac- 
count for  the  smoke  which  came  from  the  man's  nioulli. 
We  had  found  Eskimos  who  rarely,  if  ever,  saw  while 
men.  Their  location,  of  course,  would  have  rendered 
impossible  any  visitation  of  whale-ships,  which  seldom 
get  so  far  north  as  this  latitude.  Even  if  they  did,  they 
would  not  be  likely  to  venture  into  such  unknown  waters 
unless  on  a  mission  similar  to  ours.  This  first  impres- 
sion was  confirmed  by  a  visit  to  their  tents  and  houses. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  iron  tips  to  their  harpoons, 
a  small  piece  of  sheet  lead,  the  iron  end  of  a  boat- 
hook,  and  a  sewing-thimble,  which  a  woman  produced 
in  great  triumph,  nothing  was  seen  which  showed  con- 
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IVOKY    I'lN,    TWO'I'IURDS    ACIUAL    SIZK. 

tact  with  their  civilized  brethren.  It  is  possible  that  the 
few  natives  in  this  out-of-the-way  place  obtained  these 
bits  of  civilization  through  some  of  their  more  fortunate 
kinsmen  meeting  whalers  or  Polar  expeditions  durini; 
their  summer  hunts,  as  they  are  known  to  journey,  on 
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such  i.rips,  far  from  their  winter  qiuirtcrs.  They  iiiaui- 
le,>ii-ii  iniusnal  delight  when  sliown  needles,  knives,  etc., 
and  lor  a  few  of  these  articles  we  were  enabled  to  get  all 
tlie  curiosities  desired.  A  knife  bought  a  reindeer-skin, 
and  lor  a  needle  we  received  an  ivory  walrus-tusk.  A 
cnri(nis  piece  of  steel  used  in  skinning  seals,  brought  from 
Godl.axii,  was  exchanged  for  two  large  narwhal-horns. 

Manv  and  varied  were  the  curios  gotten  by  our  party, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  that,  although  the  rate  of  exchange 
^vas  so  much  in  our  favor,  we  left  them  with  a  supply  of 
nuiterial  that  was  of  far  more  service  to  them  than  the 
things  they  parted  with.  A  skin  house,  with  its  interior 
fittings  complete,  and  a  large  sledge  most  ingeniously 
made  of  driftwood,  bone,  and  ivory,  were  obtained  in  ex- 
change for  a  hatchet,  a  saw,  and  two  files.  Two  or  three 
boards  and  an  empty  flour-barrel  pleased  them  beyond 
description,  as  it  provided  them  with  enough  wood  to 
make  their  harpoons,  paddles,  and  sledges  without  the 
months  of  labor  which  had  evidently  been  expended  in 
binding  together  the  numerous  frr^gments  of  wood  and 
bunc  of  which  their  sledges  and  other  implements  were 
constructed. 

During  our  stay  we  had  an  excellent  opportunity  of 
observing  their  mode  of  life.  Their  food  consisted  of  the 
flesh  and  blubber  of  the  walrus,  narwhal,  and  seal,  and 
we  saw  lying  in  the  neighborhood  of  their  tents,  on  the 
l)are  ground,  the  partially-consumed  carcasses  of  several 
of  these  animals,  the  walrus  predominating.  The  flesh 
was  neither  frozen  nor  decomposed,  and  appeared  to  have 
been  recently  obtained.     At  irregular  intervals,  according 
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as  their  linnp^er  moved  them,  they  wouhl  cut  from  a(  ir- 
cass,  with  an  old  knife,  a  louj^  strij)  of  tlesh  or  blubocr 
so  large  that  it  would  barely  go  into  their  mouths.  This 
strip  was  held  in  the  teeth,  while,  with  a  sawing  mcive- 
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ment,  a  morsel  was  cut  oflf  .so  close  to  the  month  that 
their  noses  appeared  to  be  in  imminent  peril.  Thus, 
without  cooking  or  other  preparation,  they  ate  the  dirty 
mass  of  fat  and  flesh,  apparently  with  great  relLsh.  We 
saw  no  cooked  food  of  any  description,  nor  any  sign  of 
the  use  of  vegetable  food.  So  far  as  we  could  determine, 
they  are  entirely  carnivorous,  the  fat  and  oil  of  the  blub- 
ber taking  the  place  of  the  vegetable  food  demanded  by 
our  systems.  The  teeth  of  the  Eskimos,  as  far  as  we  ob- 
served, showed  no  evidence  of  decay,  and,  instead  of 
losing  them  by  disease,  they  are  generally  retained  until 
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(K.itii.  IS  was  shown  by  the  skulls  which  were  bronj^ht 
])ac'r;.  As  a  rule,  they  were  very  much  worn  away,  it 
bci'.i"  ([uile  couiuiou  to  see  the  entire  crown  of  the  toolh 
,.011'.  .\\\(\  the  dentine  exposed,  surrounded  by  a  narrow 
lini  of  ciuunel.  This  wearinj^  away  is  probably  due  to 
thf  (.luwiuf^  of  the  touj^di  animal  tissues  on  which  the 
nali\rs  subsist,  the  residue  of  which,  after  haviu.n  been 
dti-iivfd  of  all  nutriment,  is  spit  out.  The  custom  they 
have  of  chewing  the  ^^arments  in  '  '.er  to  make  them 
more  pliable  also  aids  in  accounting  for  this  condition. 

The  interior  of  the  tents  was  furnished  only  with  a 
heap  of  skins  and  rubbish  on  which  the  occupants  slept. 
In  one  of  them  a  lamp  was 
found  burning.  It  was 
made  of  a  slightly  hollowed 
slab  of  soapstone  or  some- 
thing .similar,  and  was  filled 
with  fat  squeezed  from  blub- 
ber. In  it  was  a  wick  made  of  twisted  moss;  this,  though 
burning  with  a  rather  dull  and  sickly  flame,  .seemed  to 
be  the  only  means  they  had  of  getting  heat  and  light. 
They  obtained  their  fire,  apparently,  by  the  use  of  flint, 
and  tinder  made  from  dried  moss.  The  surroundings  of 
the  village  were  filthy  in  the  extreme.  Bones  of  animals 
and  birds  and  half-decom.posed  fragments  of  animal  ref- 
use lay  around  in  every  direction.  Two  leashes  of  Es- 
kimo dogs,  .securely  tied  near  the  tents,  regarded  the 
strangers  with  distrust. 

The  natives  them.selves  were  as  friendly  as  possible, 
evincing  their  pleasure  at  seeing  us  in  gestures  and  cries 


l.AMl'  MADE  OK  SdA  r>HiNK 


I     •:■  n ., 


•■!i         '  -  r:  <  ' 


'1     '■• 


il'lil 


1  ( ■      :  ■  '\ 


.\\:  V> 


I  ;  ■ 


i  '■ 

I  ^ 


II 


t 


!J(' 


n 


^..^^p 


122 


/N  .IA\r/C  .VA'./.V. 


aiul  foUowiiij^  lis  everywhere.  Tlie  cliiklreii,  liowcer 
appeared  frij^hteiied,  ard  one  or  two  eried  piteously  if  ac 
approached  them.  One  of  the  men  seemed  to  be 
demeiiled  or  idiotic.  lie  nttered  hoarse  {guttural  cries, 
and  would  walk  around  mcm])ers  of  the  party  with  a 
curiuiis  step,  occasionally  shoutinji^  with  secminjr  <rratifu  a- 
tion.  We  noticed  that  he  did  not  aceoinpaiiy  the  ollkr 
men,  but  was  left  with  the  women  and  children.  It  was 
of  course  impo.ssible  to  understand  them  except  by  mo- 
tions, but  these  were  readily  interpreted.  The  men  wvvv 
well    formed   and  slij^htly   below    the    medium    heij^Iit. 
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Their  complexions  were  swarthy,  and  one  or  two  had 
small  beards  or  moustaches.  The  women  were  short  and 
squatty,  with  faces  broad  and  good-natured  looking'  in 
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of  ilie  siiiall  and  slantin<^  eyes  and  wide  months, 
i-luint'  worn  was  the  same  in  both  sexes,  and  con- 
of  a   skin  jacket    and    breeches.     vSonie    of    the 
II  had  donble  jackets,  tlie  inner  beiny^  made  of  bird- 


sis'f 

will  11 

skill-  ind  the  onter  of  seal.  In  this  case  the  feather 
sidt  \vas  worn  next  the  skin,  the  fnr  ])einj.i^  on  the  ontside. 
All  of  the  people  were  indescribably  filthy,  and  liad 
f\i(lriitlv  never  had  a  bath  in  their  lives.  The  odors 
aboiii  their  tents  were  nauseatinjr,  and  their  bodies 
siriiud  to  ji^ive  off  the  rank  smell  of  seal  oil. 

The  platean  on  which  they  lived  was  abont  a  qnarter 
of  a  mile  broad  and  stretched  back  to  the  high  cliffs  of 
llic  iiiainlaiK  It  was  covered  with  flowers  and  grasses, 
and  moss  grew  in  abundance.  Altogether,  they  had 
selected  a  choice  spot  for  their  camp,  which  overlooked 
both  the  fiord  and  the  waters  of  Whale  vSonnd,  and  .seemed 
to  be  perfectly  contented  with  their  lot. 

I  was  greatly  interested  in  observing  the  peculiar 
habits  and  mode  of  life  of  these  most  northern  Kskimo.s, 
and  in  contrasting  them  with  those  of  the  natives  of 
Terra  del  Fuego.  The  Fnegians  are  the  savage  inhabit- 
ants of  the  island  which  is  situated  at  the  extreme  end 
of  vSontli  America,  being  separated  from  it  by  the  Strait 
of  Magellan.  The  interior  of  the  country  has  never  been 
explored,  and  the  only  knowledge  we  have  of  any  inhabit- 
ants is  of  those  living  on  the  shores  bordering  the  strait. 
From  this  circumstance  they  are  sometimes  spoken  of 
as  "the  dwellers  of  the  straits." 

Three  years  ago,  while  voyaging  from  Philadelphia 
to  San  Francisco,  I  passed  through  the  Strait  of  jSIagel- 


\\ 


!  - ''   , 


u^ 


m 


ii. 


\ 


I  4  I 


;:!  \ 


i;i  > 


i    \ 


I   I 


*l    I!! 


1^  ;i' 


1    l! 


■        1, 


,s  ; 


i     I 


>  1  <ii! 


l:  [ 

i'i-     > 


1 
* 

I 


f  l'  p 
I  II 


t 


r 


I  1! 


124 


/N  ARCTIC  S/C.IS. 


laii,  and  had  an  excellent  oppoitnnity  of  observing  the 
natives.  The  passage  throngh  the  straits  was  a  tedious 
and  difficult  one,  consuming  nearly  a  week's  time.  This 
was  occasioned  by  the  peculiar  character  of  the  currents 
and  tide,  which  often  necessitated  our  lying  at  anchor  lor 
many  hours  at  a  time.  It  was  during  these  periods  tliat 
the  natives  came  to  the  ship  and  we  were  enabled  to 
visit  the  shore.  The  Eskimos,  although  living  in  a  fir 
more  desolate  and  rigorous  region  than  the  avi^ellers  of 
the  straits,  and  having  less  opportunity  for  contact  with 
civilize  1  man,  yet  exhibit  greater  intelligence  and  al^il- 
ity  in  providing  for  their  wants  than  do  the  Fuegiaus. 
Why  this  should  be  it  is  impossible  even  to  conjecture. 
All  travellers  agree  in  placing  the  Fuegiaus  the  lowest 
in  the  scale  of  humanity.  Inhabiting,  as  they  do,  a  land 
in  which  rain,  sleet,  and  snow  are  of  constant  occurrence, 
and  a  day  of  continuous  suiishine  almost  unknown,  they 
are  yet  too  ignorant  to  clothe  themselves,  notwithstand- 
ing an  abundance  of  fur-benrin.g  animals.  They  scarce!;, 
make  any  attempt  at  protecting  themselver.  from  a  cli- 
mate that  is  more  trying  to  the  health  of  humanity  than 
any  encountered  beyond  the  Arctic  Circle. 

The  Fuegians  that  I  have  seen  were  absolutely  with- 
out astonishment  at  anything  that  was  shown  them,  and 
had  not  the  slightest  conception  of  the  use,  effect,  or 
advantage  of  fire-arms. 

The  Eskimos,  on  the  contrary,  show  considerable 
skill  and  intelligence  in  the  construction  of  their  stone 
huts,  weapons,  kajaks,  sledges,  etc.,  and  the  taming  and 
control   of  their  dogs  are  remarkable.      They  also  ap- 
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penrc'l  to  express  iimcli  astonisliinent  and  wonder  at  the 
si"h!.  (if  Caucasians,  and  were  evidently  aware  of  the 
sr.i'tiiovitv  of  the  white  man.  They  exhibited  esjiecial 
(kli'^hl  when  shown  onr  fire-arms,  many  of  which  were 
(){  >m  li  a  recent  and  improxed  mechanism  as  to  have 
rikU  ivd  it  impossible  for  tliem  to  have  ^ver  seen  the 
like  before,  yet  the  nses  and  advanta^^es  of  which  they 
readilv  understood  and  appreciated. 

The  Kskimos  were  also  excellent  mimics  both  of 
sound  and  gesture,  and  would  repeat  with  accuracy  the 
words  and  actions  of  the  members  of  our  party.  On  one 
occasion  Dr.  Hughes  was  wanted,  and  the  natives,  about 
a  dozen  in  number,  hearing  his  name,  began  mimicing 
and  calling,  "Hughes!  Hughes'  Hughes!"  This  pro- 
voked a  laugh,  in  which  they  likewise  joined,  as  if  also 
enjoxing  ilie  joke.  Other  points  of  contrast  between  the 
Kskimos  and  Fnegians  suggested  themselves,  but  these 
were  the  most  striking. 

A  large  number  of  stone-piles  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
selllenienc  having  attracted  onr  attention,  we  were  in- 
fonaed,  by  signs,  of  course,  thai  they  contained  stores  of 
meat  and  blubber  intended  for  winter  use  ;  others  whicii 
we  saw  contained  the  bodies  o^  departed  Eskimos  buried 
as  tlie\  had  died,  in  full  costume. 

The  ground  is  continually  froz'm  from  a  few  i'xhes 
below  the  surface  to  the  depth  of  many  feet;  hence  the 
necessity  for  this  mode  of  burial.  The  number  of  graxes 
observed  was  much  larger  than  that  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  place. 

Iking  desirous  of  procuring  some  skulls  and  bones  to 
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take  home  for  scientific  purposes,  we  wandered  leisu.elv 
about  these  stone-piles,  having  first  managed  to  have  the 
attention  of  the  natives  diverted  to  another  direction  bv 
some  of  our  men.  Many  of  the  bodies  were  scarcely 
hidden,  owing  to  the  stones  having  rolled  away,  and  it 
looked  as  though  little  attention  had  been  paid  to  these 
graves  since  first  they  were  made. 

Our  search  v/as  finally  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  a 
body  in  a  partially  mummified  condition,  which  had  evi- 
dently been  buried  a  long  time.  It  was  enveloped  in  a 
bear-skin  garment,  parts  of  which  still  adhered  to  the 
bones.  Hastily  removing  the  body  from  its  tomb,  we 
left  it  lying  on  the  ground  beside  the  pile  of  stones,  for 
we  feared  to  excite  the  animosit^  of  the  Eskimos  by  lIius 
despoiling  the  graves  of  their  ancestors.  We  found, 
afterward,  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  necessity  for 
our  having  had  any  uneasiness  on  that  score,  for  tliev 
themselves  cheerfully  helped  us  to  discover  and  carrv  to 
the  ship  skulls  and  other  fragments  of  mortality.  Hav- 
ing successfully  avoided  their  observation,  the  body  was 
quickly  wrapped  in  an  old  coat  and,  thus  enveloped,  con- 
veyed on  board  the  vessel.  Two  small  models  of  har- 
poons and  a  little  sledge  were  found  in  the  tomb,  and 
it  was  evident,  not  less  from  the  care  with  which  the 
body  had  been  buried  than  from  the  size  of  the  bones, 
that  the  deceased  was  a  man,  and  had  been,  in  his  time, 
a  person  of  some  importance. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

IIi.khi;kt  Island. — Fox-trai'S.— A   GrkivN  vSpot   among  the 

Cl.ACIl'US. — McCORMICK       BAY. — ClIOOSINC      A      SpOT       FOR 

I'lvARV'vS  Camp.— BuiivPiNG  the  House. — A  Cli.mb  to  the 
Ici'   Cap. 

OUR  investigations  finished,  we  returned  to  the  .ship, 
which  was  then  headed  np  Whale  Sound.  Before 
Herbert  Island  was  passed  it  was  evident  that  we  could 
not  hope  to  reach  Inglefield  Gulf  by  that  channel.  The 
ice  had  never  started  from  the  gulf,  and  stretched  in  one 
vast,  unbroken  sheet  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  We 
therefore  altered  our  course  and  steered  along  the  edge 
of  the  ice  to  Herbert  Island,  and,  skirting  its  shores,  en- 
tered the  channel  between  Herbert  and  Nortluimberland 
Islands  to  reach  Murchin.son  amd,  which  also  commu- 
nicates with  Inglefield  Gulf.  Several  stops  were  made 
to  examine  the  shores  of  Herbert  Islaiul,  which  seemed 
to  be  more  green  and  attracti^'e  than  the  rest  of  the  land. 
Quite  a  number  of  stone  huts  and  "caches"  or  stone- 
piles  containing  blubber,  stored  by  the  Eskimos,  were 
seen,  but  none  of  the  natives  themselves.  There  must 
be  a  number  here  during  the  winter,  as  the  quau'ty 
of  blubber,  huts,  sledges,  etc.  found  was  compat  vely 
larj'e. 

In  exploring  the  land  in  the  vicinity  we  ran  across 
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quite  a  nitinber  of"  fox-traps;  these  were  the  first  we  li.id 
seen,  and  interested  ns  greatly.  They  were  small  rtc- 
tangular  boxes  built  of  stones,  having  only  a  single 
entrance.     Over  this  opening  is  suspended  or  balanced 


KSKlMi)    STONI':    DWELLINGS. 


by  means  of  a  leather  thong,  a  slab  of  stone;  to  the  other 
end  of  the  thong  the  bail  is  fastened,  and  it  is  so  arranged 
that  a  slight  j)ull  upon  it  will  cause  the  slab  to  fall,  thus 
effectually  closing  the  entrance.  The  box  or  cave  is  so 
narrow  that  the  fox  cannot  turn  aro\nid  or  burrow  out  of 
its  stone  prison.  They  all  showed  signs  of  having  been 
recently  looked  after  and   set,  which    was   regarded  a.s 
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an< 'iicr   evidence  that    the   natives  had    departed   only 

rec.  ::lly. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  huts  vegetation  flourished. 
Th;  ^vas  probably  due  to  the  sheltered  location  and 
ortai  (juantitv  of  refuse  animal  matter  lying  everywhere 
around.  Vegetation,  although  generally  sparse  in  Green- 
land, occasionally  flourishes  with  vigor  in  a  few  well- 
shclicivd  and  watered  spo<";.  Some  grasses  of  the 
\aricues  occurring  in  temperate  climes  are  occasionally 
seen  growing  as  high  and  luxuriantly  as  at  home,  and 
flowers  of  great  delicacy  both  of  form  and  color  are  found 
in  profusion  in  some  places.  Yellow  poppies  and  dande- 
lions are  also  met  with  in  considerable  numbers;  even 
the  butterfly  was  there,  several  varieties  being  captured. 
Flies  which  resembled  very  closely  the  common  house- 
fly were  also  seen,  but  were  neither  so  tormenting  nor  so 
numerous  as  those  found  in  civilized  communities. 
The\-  have  not  the  opportunity  to  devote  such  a  large 
amount  of  their  attention  to  humanity  as  do  those  we 
have  at  home.  The  mosquitoes,  on  the  contrary,  are 
quite  numerous  in  Greenland,  and  were  a  constant  source 
of  annoyance  and  discomfort.  Our  heavy  clothing  pro- 
tected our  bodies,  but  the  faces  of  many  of  us  were  con- 
siderably disfigured  and  rendered  quite  painful  by  their 
attacks. 

The  scenery  was  grand  and  impressive.  Glaciers  were 
tu  be  seen  at  every  turn,  and  the  breaking  and  falling 
into  the  sea  of  large  icebergs  was  frequently  witnessed. 
The  noise  and  vibration  caused  by  this  breaking  ic  i  were 
ahuost  the  only  sounds  to  be  heard  in  these  lonely  waters, 
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and  the  echoes  and  reverberations  anion<^  the  soUtndc  (S 
mountains  and  gor<^es  were  productive  of  a  fcelinj^  oi' 
awe  which  was  perhaps  increased  by  an  apprcciatidii 
of  the  dreariness  of  our  situation  and  the  knowledi^e  of 
our  distance  from  any  civilized  port  or  assistance.  The 
slightest  accident  might  have  delayed  our  vessel  and 
thereby  rendered  a  return  home,  for  that  season  at. 
least,  impossible,  and  subjected  us  to  the  often  told  ex- 
perience of  misery  and  hardships  in  this  far-away  and 
desolate  region. 

A  few  weeks  only  remained  of  the  summer  in  which 
to  navigate  these  uncertain  and  dangerous  seas,  and  then 
it  would  be  necessary  to  turn  our  prow  southward. 

All  the  following  day  was  spent  by  the  party  sent  out 
from  the  ship  in  a  boat  in  searching  for  a  suitable  spot 
on  which  to  build  Peary's  winter  quarters.  They  found 
JMcCormick  Bay  to  be  an  arm  running  off  from  Murchin- 
son  Sound  in  a  general  north-easterly  direction.  lis 
upper  part  was  .securely  locked  in  ice,  and  a  great  glacier 
was  visible  running  down  at  the  head.  The  north-west 
shore,  which  was  the  one  first  investigated,  was  reached 
only  after  considerable  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  field 
of  ice  which  stretched  out  from  its  sides  far  into  the  bay. 
It  was  bleak  and  inhospitable,  and  no  suitable  landinj;- 
place  could  be  found.  The  north-east  shore,  on  the 
other  hand,  appeared  in  every  way  suitable  for  a  camp. 
A  good  beach  running  up  to  a  little  bluff  about  twenty 
feet  high  was  found,  which  was  continued  by  a  gentle 
but  steadily  increa.sing  incline  as  the  ground  rose  to  the 
rampart  of  cliffs  that  marked  the  edge  of  the  great  inland 
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],;  an.  The  surface  from  the  beach  back  to  the  cliffs 
\v,, .  ,'ovcrecl  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  flowers.  Yellow 
IHij.pics  nodded  like  daisies  in  the  bright  sunlight,  pur- 
|)!c  heaths  and  other  flowers  abounded,  and  once  in  a 
wiiilc  a  butterfly  would  lazily  float  along  in  the  balmy 
ail.  It  was  very  difficult  to  realize  that  we  were  less 
tli;in  seven  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  Pole,  and 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  spot  where  the  Kane  expe- 
diiion  had  spent  two  miserable  winters   frozen   in    tlie 

ice. 

A  pretty  flower-covered  knoll,  rising  about  twenty 
feet  above  high  tide  and  some  fifty  feet  back  from  the 
beach,  was  the  site  chosen  for  the  camp,  and  the  selec- 
tion submitted  to  Lieutenant  Peary  for  his  decision. 
The  lieutenant  would  have  preferred  a  location  on  the 
north-west  shore,  where  better  protection  would  have 
been  afforded  from  severe  winds,  but  he  acquiesced  in  the 
judgment  of  his  comrades,  and  the  site  of  his  future 
quarters  was  formally  settled.  Now  it  was  that  the  un- 
fortunate accident  which  had  befallen  him  was  most 
severely  felt,  for  he  could  not  even  see,  except  by  the 
feeble  aid  of  a  mirror  held  over  the  skylight,  the  shores 
on  which  he  was  to  make  his  home. 

The  next  four  days  were  consumed  in  hard  and  diffi- 
cult labor.  We  were  unable  to  anchor  on  account  of 
the  danger  from  drifting  floes,  and  were  compelled  to 
steam  slowly  up  and  down  the  shore  opposite  the  camp 
while  the  stores  of  the  North  Greenland  party  and 
the  material  for  Peary's  house  were  landed  by  small 
boats.      This  having  been  accomplished,  a  foundation 
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was  prepared  in  the  hard,  frozen  soil,  the  frame  set  u.), 
and  the  bnildin^  erected. 

The  situation  of  tlie  house  appeared  to  every  one  :o 
be  as  favorable  as  could  have  been  selected.  A  little 
stream  of  water  ran  near  at  hand,  while  numerous  rein- 
deer-tracks were  found  and  several  deer  observed  at  a 
distance.  Two  pairs  of  large  antlers  were  brought  on 
board,  having  been  found  among  the  rocks,  as  well  as 
the  skeleton  of  a  reindeer  which  was  obtained  at  the 
base  of  a  high  cliff:  as  many  of  the  bones  were  broktu, 
it  was  thought  quite  probable  that  the  animal  had  met 
its  death  by  falling  from  the  rocky  heights  above.  The 
abundant  signs  of  game  in  the  neighborhood  encour- 
aged the  hope  of  it  serving  in  the  future  as  a  source  of 
supply  of  fresh  meat  should  necessity  require.  No  at- 
tempt was  made  during  our  stay  to  capture  any  of  these 
animals,  because  it  was  the  wish  of  Lieutenant  Peary 
that  they  should  not  be  disturbed,  as  he  thought  it  best 
to  reserve  them  for  possible  emergencies  later  on.  The 
waters  abounded  in  seal  and  walrus,  quite  a  number  be- 
ing seen  during  our  stay. 

The  camp,  not  yet  named,  was  situated  on  the  north- 
east side  of  McCormick  Bay.  This  bay  is  about  ten 
miles  long  and  five  miles  wide,  and  forms  a  well-shel- 
tered and  desirable  harbor.  Its  latitude  is  'j'/°  43',  but 
the  charts  are  so  defective  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
indicate  the  exact  position  of  the  camp  without  eloborale 
surveys.  Its  present  location  is  to  be  found  by  crossiii.i; 
Whale  Sound,  passing  between  Herbert  and  Northum- 
berland   Islands,    thence   across    Murchinson    Sound    to 
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M-*.'  jrinick  Bay,  on  the  shores  of  which  are  Lieutenant 
pc  ii  v's  cjuarters.  The  striking  red  color  of  the  nionn- 
taiii-^uic,  a  mile  to  the  eastward,  is  a  prominent  land- 
inavi:  should  an  attempt  be  made  to  find  this  spot  a<^ain. 


LIF.UTKNANT    I'KARY  S    CAMI",    MclDKMKK    HAY. 

The  h  )use  being  small,  one  might  easily  fail  to  observe 
it  while  looking  from  the  bay,  but  the  red  mountain-side 
forms  a  sufficiently  conspicuous  object  to  attract  atten- 
tion.  The  water  in  the  bay  was  quite  deep,  thirteen 
fathoms  being  found  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
shore — a  circumstance  thai  greatly  facilitated  the  unload- 
ing of  the  v^^ssel.  We  found  considerable  ice  present, 
bill,  llie  south  side  being  comparatively  clear,  we  were 
enabled  to  stay  without  danger  until  the  work  on  shore 
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was  nearly  finislied  and  Licntenant  Peary  and  liis  com- 
panions were  established  in  comfortable  (jnarters. 

On  Snnday,  Jnly  26tli.  I  went  ashore  early  in  the  da/ 
to  exi)lore  the  high  table-land  situated  back  of  the  ne\vl\  - 
established  camp.  This  land  rose  abruptly  from  ilk' 
level  of  the  water  to  a  height  of  some  two  thousand  feel. 
From  the  ship  it  appeared  to  be  an  immense  plain  amoii;^' 
the  clouds,  and  was  the  only  land  of  such  an  elevation 
that  we  had  seen  free  from  snow  and  ice.  I  endeavored 
to  induce  some  of  our  party  to  accompduv  me  in  its  as- 
cent, but  as  none  desired  to  undertake  the  climb,  I  was 
forced  to  make  it  alone.  The  rise  was  gradual  from  the 
water's  edge  for  tlie  distance  of  about  a  mile,  when  it  be- 
gan to  get  more  difficult  and  dangerous.  Loose  earth  and 
rock  covered  the  side  of  the  mountain,  and  much  of  the 
wa>'  was  necessarily  traversed  on  my  hands  and  knees. 
The  stones  and  fragments  loosened  by  climbing  rolled 
behind  until  they  reached  the  bottom  of  the  gorges  and 
chasms  hundreds  of  feet  below.  The  stillness  and  quiet 
of  the  scene  were  intense,  and  the  awesome  feeling  pro- 
duced as  one  neared  the  top,  after  three  hours  of  hard 
and  trying  work,  was  absolutely  indescribable.  The 
view  from  this  point  was  simply  magnificent.  I  was 
standing  on  the  edge  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  limitless 
plain.  For  a  distance  of  two  or  three  miles  the  ground 
was  bare,  free  from  snow  and  ice,  and  composed  of  small 
pebbles  and  stones  with  hardly  any  earth  interspersed. 
Beyond  this,  and  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  was  a 
covering  of  snow  and  ice  which  is  known  as  the  "ice 
cap,"  and  supposed  to  cover  the  greater  part  of  Green- 
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Xo  spurs  of  inountaius  or  elevat'oiis  of  latid  were 
ihle:  for  the  many  miles  I  cotilcl  sec  the  view  pre- 
oiie  jj^reat  unbroken  level  of  ice  and  snow.  It  is 
he  land  horde  rinj;'  the  sea  that  shows  the  vejj^e- 
tali>i!i  .iiul  holds  the  annuals  that  have  already  been 
(Icsi  rihed  :  beyond  must  be  one  .tj^reat  solitude.  I  re- 
iiiaiiud  an  hour  on  this  vast  plain,  far  from  the  ship  and 
ni\  cwinpanions,  and  had  never  experienced  a  feelinjT^ 
oliiiiire  utter  loneliness  and  undefinable  fear  than  during 
this  solitary  wanderiuj^-.  It  was  with  considerable  relief 
that  I  arrived  once  more  aboard  ship,  thorou<^hly  tired 
and  readv  for  bed,  but  not,  however,  without  first  inier- 
cstiii.i;-  all  the  party  so  much  with  an  account  of  my  trip 
as  to  cause  many  of  them  to  express  their  intention  of 
accompanying  me  on  another  visit  to  "my  plateau.'" 

( )n  the  ensuing  day  the  construction  of  Lientenant 
Pearv's  house  was  going  on  rapidly,  and  as  his  men,  with 
part  of  the  ship's  crew,  were  ample  for  the  work,  the 
services  of  the  Acxlemy  party  were  not  needed. 

P)V  ten  o'clock  the  mountain  expedition  was  ready  to 
start,  and  with  a  good  supply  of  food  and  instruments 
the  ascent  was  begun.  The  day  was  a  most  agreeable 
one,  the  cloudless  sky  and  genial  sunshine  making  the 
temperature  seem  much  higher  than  was  indicated  by  the 
thermometer.  A  light  breeze  just  ruffled  the  waters  of 
the  bay  and  caused  a  little  surf  to  beat  upon  the  beach. 
Mr.  Kenealy,  Dr.  Burk,  and  myself  kept  together  during 
the  trip,  while  Drs.  Sharp  and  Hughes,  Mr.  ^lengel,  and 
Professor  Heilprin  made  the  ascent  from  another  point. 
Walking  along  the  shores  of  the  bay,  we  arrived  at  a 
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small  ravine  where  a  snow-fed  stream  came  dashin*^  d(,\vii 
the  monntain.  Up  this  ravine  we  slowly  wended  ',ur 
course,  avoidinj^,  as  well  as  we  could,  the  an<,nilar  l)(>ul- 
ders  with  which  its  sides  were  strewn.  As  wc  advaiu  ed 
a  careful  watch  was  kept  for  a  slopinji;  bank  by  wliicli  wc 
might  be  enabled  to  escape  from  the  little  canyon  ilie 
stream  had  carved  for  itself,  and  which  with  every  foot 
became  narrower  and  more  precipitous.  A  grassy  slope 
at  length  was  reached,  and  with  occasional  pauses  we 
managed  to  climb  without  difficulty  to  a  height  of  about 
one  thousand  feet.  The  grcand  up  to  this  point  was 
covered  with  vegetation  of  the  sparse  character  seen  in 
Greenland.  Above,  all  was  shaly  rock  which  seemed  to 
rise  almost  perpendicularly.  Carefully  picking  our  way, 
now  on  a  ridge  of  basalt,  now  on  shaly,  slippery  rock,  we 
scrambled  often  on  all-fours.  The  final  twenty  feet  or  so 
of  the  ascent  was  most  difficult,  being  made  over  an  out- 
cropping of  slate  which  cracked  and  splintered  whenever 
touched.  It  was  impossible  to  secure  a  safe  foothold, 
and  every  Lime  one  slipped  it  seemed  as  if  nothing  but  a 
miracle  would  prev^eut  a  fall  to  the  depths  below.  Above 
the  shale  vvas  a  tliick  layer  of  gravel,  crossing  which  our 
arms  were  over  the  edge  of  the  table-land,  and  the  climb 
was  finished. 

One  can  hardly  describe  the  peculiar  sight  which  met 
the  eye  as  our  heads  rose  above  the  sur'ace  of  the  ]ilaiii. 
r^or  over  <;v.-o  hours  we  iiad  been  scrambling  up  the  rocky 
cliffs  without  encountering  a  single  ledge  that  was  level 
or  secure,  yet  in  an  instant  we  were  in  full  view  of  an 
enormous  plain,  almost  perfectly  horizontal,  and  without 
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a  ^ii  ie  rock  or  stone  to  break  its  monotony.  The  place 
;.l  \  :  ich  we  reached  the  top  was  free  from  snow  or  ice, 
aii'i,  Mfleed,  this  was  the  reason  it  had  been  selected. 
\l)(.i.  a  mile  back  was  the  foot  of  the  <2;^reat  ice  cap, 
wliu!!  (.xtended,  a  dazzlinj^  expanse  of  white  snow,  until 
lis  ("ns'int  border  became  merj^ed  with  the  sky. 

The  >oil  was  made  up  of  gravel  and  small  pebbles, 
\v]il(  here  and  there  our  botanist  found  little  plants, 
auiniii;  others  the  poppy  and  buttercup.  Some  of  the 
tlowt.  rs  of  the  poppy,  though  evidently  of  the  same  species 
as  tlie  vellow  ones  of  the  lower  levels,  were  here  pure 
while  in  color.  The  buttercup  appeared  to  be  of  the 
same  species  as  our  own,  but  was  only  an  inch  or  two  in 
lui^ht.  Its  leaves  and  flowers,  and  even  the  bulb,  were 
llie  same  as  our  common  crow's-foot,  only  reproduced  in 
iniiiialure.  The  pebbles  were  of  many  kinds,  and  had 
evirkntlv  been  swept  by  glacier  action  from  rocks  many 
iiiilrs  away.  Among  them  were  quart::,  jasper,  and  agate, 
iwo  \vr\  pretty  moss-agates  alsc  oeing  found. 

Thf  view  from  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  looking  out  U:)  ihe 
siu,  was  simply  magnificent.  Directly  beneath  lay  the 
blur  waters  of  the  bay,  with  our  ship,  looking  like  a  toy, 
near  llie  sliore  Peary's  cam])  was  only  a  little  sj^eck  on 
lIk-  landscape,  and  while  we  could  hardly  see  the  snuUl 
boats  as  \.\\q\  passed  from  the  ves.sel  to  the  shore,  yet 
wh  n  eight  bells  struck  on  the  ship  we  heard  the  sound 
v.itli  faint  distinctness.  Immediateh-  ()p])osite  the  ba\- 
lav  Herbert  Island  with  its  countless  glaciers;  just  be- 
yond was  Northumberland  Island,  and  still  further  out 
to  sea  was  the  rugged  outline  of  Ilakluvt  Island,  the  far- 
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thest  point  north  reached  by  Haffin  in  his  famous  vow- ""e 
of  1616.  The  upper  reaches  of  McCorniick  IJay  were  fil .ul 
with  ice,  as  was  also  luglefield  (rulf.     Away  to  the  south 
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stretched  the  bold  front  of  Cape  Parry,  and  beyond  it  the 
or^n  water  of  Baffin  Ikix .  Imoui  Cape  Acland  to  Cape 
Parry  the  view  was  sujicrb,  the  blue  water  bein,i»-  dotted 
with  iceberj^s  of  ever\-  si/e,  which  gleamed  in  the  sun- 
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X\o\\  :ike  the  sails  of  ships.  The  silence  which  prevailed 
iiii]  :.  scd  the  others  as  it  liad  me  on  the  previons  ascent, 
fdi  11.  l)ird  or  animal  appeared  to  break  the  ntter  stillness 
of  ilr.-  scene. 

\\\  seated  onrselves  on  the  flat  <;ronnd  and  remained 
soim  lime  admirin*;^  the  view,  after  which  we  tnrned  in- 
land loward  the  ice  cap.  liefore  reachino;  it  the  <^ronnd 
became  moist  and  springy  from  the  nnmerons  streams 
{i:(\  1)\-  melting-  ice,  but  once  upon  the  snow,  all  difficnlty 
in  walking  ceased.  We  fonnd  it  hard  and  compact,  and 
the  prospects  of  easy  travelling  in  the  spring  for  Lienten- 
ant  Tearv  seemed  good  should  he  succeed  in  reaching  the 
ice  cap  with  his  stores  of  provisions.  The  difficulty  we 
had  Amnd  in  climbing  the  mountain  was  probably  much 
(^neater  than  what  n€  will  be  likely  to  encounter  in  the 
eavlv  spring,  when  the  glacier  fronts,  in  all  probability, 
will  extend  far  out  to  .sea,  and  provide  a  more  easy 
means  of  ascent  than  can  be  obtained  by  scaling  the 
cliffs. 

The  ice  cap  appeared  to  continue  down  to  two  large 
glaciers  which  reached  to  the  beach.  From  the  head  of 
these  glaciers  it  was  nnbroken,  and  extended  inland  with 
a  gradual  and  uniform  .slope.  Professor  Heilprin,  who 
advanced  on  its  surface  farther  than  did  the  others, 
reached  an  altitude  of  2200  feet.  At  the  edge  of  the 
cliff  the  height  was  1950  feet. 

A  short  sojourn  on  the  ice  satisfied  our  curiosity,  and 
we  returned  by  the  same  route  taken  in  going  np.  The 
descent,  for  muscles  unused  for  weeks  to  such  violent  ex- 
ertions, was  even  more  ])ainful  than  had  been  the  ascent. 
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The  only  sifjiis  of  animal  life  which  any  of  onr  party 
found  on  these  desolate  heights  were  a  reindeer-track  and 
a  few  tufts  of  fox-hair.  The  sparse  vegetation  can  be 
but  little  attractive  to  either  bird  or  beast,  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  the  entire  plateau  must  be  cov- 
ered with  snow  and  ice. 

A  few  hours'  rest  on  board  the  ship  prepared  us  for 
further  adventure.  Great  flocks  of  guillemots  and  little 
auks  were  flying  constantly  overhead,  and  the  tempta- 
tion to  shoot  at  them  was  almost  irresistible.  Lieutenant 
Peary,  however,  did  not  wish  us  to  fire  in  the  vicinitv 
of  the  camp,  lest  the  game  should  be  frightened  off";  but 
in  one  of  the  ship's  boats  we  easily  reached  a  spot,  some 
distance  away,  where  there  was  no  danger  of  the  shoot- 
ing doing  any  mischief,  and  where  great  flocks  of  birds 
were  constantly  passing.  Our  luck  was  only  fairly  good, 
though  occasionally  three  or  four  birds  would  fall  at  a 
single  shot.  Their  number  was  almost  incalculable, 
passing  all  day  long  in  flocks  or  in  continuous  streams 
over  the  ship.  They  flew  with  a  steady,  rapid  flight, 
and  furnished  excellent  sport,  but  their  plumage  was  so 
dense  that  many  which  were  struck  by  the  shot  escaped 
uninjured. 

Later  in  the  evening  another  party  went  to  the  en- 
trance of  McCormick  Bay,  and  here  had  excellent  sport, 
returning  with  large  numbers  of  the  birds.  The  majority 
of  these  were  little  auks,  but  there  were  also  manv  black 
guillemots. 


CHAPTER    X. 

A  Sciiooi,  OK  White  Whales.— Biddixg  Cjood-bv  to  the 
1i;akv  Party.— An  \uctic  vStorm. — Growleks.— Sai-x- 
vr.HS  Island. — Soi'Thward  BouNn. — Crimson  Cuffs. — 
Ri.i)  Snow.- The  Cape  York  Xativics.— An  Kskimo 
Tailor. 

THE  da>s  pas.sed  rapidly  in  these  pleasant  snrronnd- 
ings.  The  natnralists  investicrated  the  adjacent 
shores,  and  bronf^ht  back  to  the  ship  many  interestino^ 
.specimens  of  birds'  e^j^s,  insects,  and  plants.  Prof. 
Sharp  dragged  the  bay,  and  obtained  some  rather  cnrions 
forms  of  marine  life,  among^  others  a  small  fish  provided 
with  a  .sucking  arrangement,  evidently  for  the  purpose 
of  attaching  itself  to  other  objects.  The  water  teemed 
with  small  red  shrimps,  which  constituted  the  principal 
food  for  the  multitude  of  birds. 

The  work  of  unloading  the  .ship  still  went  on,  and  as 
everything  had  to  be  taken  ashore  in  small  boats,  it  was 
both  tedious  and  troublesome.  Wednesday  dawned  cold 
and  unplea.sant,  and  the  snow,  which  fell  the  greater 
part  of  the  day,  rendered  the  decks  wet  and  disagreeable. 
In  tlie  evening  we  were  treated  to  the  unusual  .sight  of  a 
school  of  white  whales.  They  were  the  first  we  bad 
seen,  and  as  they  came  quite  near  the  ship,  we  had 
anipk'   opportunity    to   observe    them    carefully.     They 
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remained  near  ns  for  about  half  an  hour,  and  their  p  av- 
ful  and  sportive  actions  afforded  considerable  aniuseni;  ut. 

The  sixth  day  of  our  stay  in  McCorniick  Bay  \va  so 
foggy  that  only  at  occasional  intervals  were  we  abk  to 
see  the  shore,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant.  The  house 
having  been  so  far  completed  as  to  render  a  longer  siav 
unnecessary,  it  was  proposed  to  start  on  the  homeward 
trip  that  night,  provided  the  weather  cleared  sufficiemlv 
to  enable  us  to  see  our  way.  The  fog,  however,  con- 
tinued through  the  night,  but  lifted  at  5.30  the  followiucr 
morning.  We  were  all  called  at  this  hour  to  bid  good- 
by  to  Peary's  party.  Of  the  Peary  expedition  all  except 
the  lieutenant  and  his  wife  had  stayed  aboard,  so  as  to 
write  letters  for  us  to  take  home  for  them.  We  had 
become  greatly  attached  to  one  another,  having  lived  so 
intimately  together  for  two  months  as  one  expedition, 
and  the  parting,  possibly  for  ever,  although  not  demonstra- 
tive, was  painful  to  all.  While  some  were  to  remain  in 
a  desolate  and  unknown  region  that  is  only  within  reach 
of  civilization  for  a  few  sho.t  weeks  during  the  year,  the 
others,  after  their  severe  experience  in  forcing  a  passage 
northward,  were  to  undergo  a  perhaps  still  more  danger- 
ous voyage  to  their  native  land. 

It  made  us  all  sad  and  thoughtful,  and  after  exchang- 
ing a  few  souvenirs  and  well-wishes  we  bade  each  other 
good-by.  Three  shrill  blasts  of  the  whistle  and  a  volley 
from  our  guns  signalized  our  departure.  Never  had  I 
listened  to  a  farewell  salute  that  affected  me  so  sadly, 
showing  the  different  effect  produced  by  the  strangeness 
of  our  surroundings  and  the  peculiarity  of  the  circnm- 
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star:  xs.  As  their  boat  rowed  off  they  j^ave  three  cheers, 
bu;  iU)t  with  the  hearty  riii";  that  I  had  heard  from  the 
saiiK  throats  l)efore.  The  sij^iial-bell  in  the  eng-iiie-rooin 
r;ir..;  full  sj^eed  ahead,  and  in  a  few  niinntes  we  departed 
fro'ii  tlie  most  northern  white  settlement  on  the  j^lobe, 
IcaN  in;:^  our  companions  to  face  their  chosen  duty  in  tliat 
ahiiost  merciless  Arctic  climate. 

<  )ur  course  south  was  again  by  Murchinson  Sound  and 
;-  Herbertand  Northumberland  Islands.  The  wind, 
wli.^  uid  been  increasing,  soon  turned  into  a  gale,  and  by 
110011  a  storm  was  fairly  upon  us.  It  kept  getting  worse, 
and,  anticipating  trouble,  everything  about  the  vessel  was 
iiKulc  snug;  as  the  barometer  continued  to  fall,  we  ran  the 
ship  under  the  lee  of  the  mainland,  hoping  to  escape  some 
of  the  fury  of  the  storm.  In  one  hour  the  wind  had  risen 
lo  almost  hurricane  force,  and  the  water  was  lashed  into 
such  foam  and  spray  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  more 
than  a  couple  of  ship-lengths  ahead.  Occasionally, 
through  a  break  in  the  mist,  the  ice-covered  cliffs  of 
Cape  Powlet  could  be  seen,  when  was  to  be  had  a  view 
of  the  wildest  and  most  magnificent  grandeur.  The 
fearful  grinding  and  clashing  of  colliding  bergs,  the 
tumultuous  sea,  lashed  to  its  utmost  fury,  and  the 
screeching  and  roaring  of  the  mighty  wind  combined 
to  i)ioduce  an  impression  never  to  be  forgotten. 

Such  experiences,  with  the  strangeness  of  our  sur- 
roundings, so  different  from  those  to  which  we  had  been 
accustomed,  needed  but  little  more  to  convince  us  that 
we  were  on  another  planet.     So  terrific  was  the  force  of 

the  gale  that  the  stay-sail  was  blown  from  its  gaskets,  and 
10 
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the  en«jines,  although  going  at  full  speed,  were  not 
always  able  to  keep  the  ship's  head  to  the  wind,  even 
with  the  aid  of  the  most  careful  manoeuvring.  Several 
times  we  were  driven  toward  the  lee  shore,  which  was 
known  to  be  less  than  a  mile  away.  The  thickness  of 
the  weather  added  much  to  our  anxiety.  Every  few 
minutes  a  gigantic  iceberg  would  loom  like  a  spectre 
through  the  mist,  sometimes  coming  within  a  few  yards 
of  us,  and  making  as  serious  and  horrible  a  situation  as 
can  well  be  imagined.  The  frightful  howling  and 
screaming  of  the  winds  through  these  lonely  fiords 
could  not  be  conceived  by  the  most  vivid  imagination. 
The  deafening  roar  of  crashing  ice  and  colliding  bergs 
added  to  the  experiences  of  this  frightful  day,  and  the 
fragments  and  debris  increased  our  consternation  by 
pounding  against  the  ship's  sides.  The  huge  fragments 
of  ice  became  so  abundant  later  as  to  have  a  very  per- 
ceptible effect  in  subduing  the  force  of  the  waves,  and 
thus  allowed  the  ship  to  ride  more  easily;  but  the  storm 
•continued  with  unabated  fury,  the  wind  still  came  with 
hurricane  force,  and  it  was  not  until  evening  that  the 
weather  cleared  sufficiently  for  us  to  see  our  dangerous 
proximity  to  the  rocky  coast  of  Northumberland  Island. 
An  effort  was  now  made  to  get  under  the  lee  of  Cape 
Powlet,  but  although  we  were  able  to  get  quite  near,  the 
force  of  the  wind  would  not  allow  us  to  hold  our  posi- 
tion, and  after  three  hours  of  hard  work  we  were  driven 
out  to  sea. 

The  danger  from  the  ice  was  now  greatly  increased, 
as  the  sea  was  filled  with  the  broken  fragments  of  ice- 
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bei^s,  forming  what  the  sailors  know  as  "growlers." 
These  are  large,  water-logged  masses  of  ice,  ground  by 
alirition  with  other  ice  and  bergs  into  a  roughly  spheri- 
c;il  form.  They  rise  and  fall  with  the  waves,  often  dis- 
aiipcaring  beneath  the  surface,  and  constitute  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  forms  of  ice  found  in  Northern  seas.  As 
tlicv  rise  the  water  rushes  from  their  sides  back  into  the 
sea,  producing  a  roaring  or  growling  sound  which  can 
be  heard  quite  a  distance  off;  hence  tl  e  name  "growler." 
( )ne  rose  directly  in  front  of  the  vessel,  but  fortunately 
struck  the  ship  slantingly  on  her  bows.  Had  it  risen 
beneath  the  hull,  she  would  almost  inevitably  have 
fmnidered.  At  last,  however,  the  wind  seemed  to  mod- 
erate, and,  the  barometer  beginning  to  indicate  better 
weather,  we  were  able  to  keep  on  our  course  to  Saunders 
Island,  which  now  became  visible.  On  our  way  toward 
it  we  passed  Fitzgerald's  Rock,  a  bell-shaped  projection 
which  had  attracted  our  attention  on  the  passage  up.  It 
had  been  our  intention  to  stop  on  the  voyage  homeward, 
but  the  sea,  which  was  rolling  high,  and  the  still  heavy 
wind  made  a  landing  impossible.  Indeed,  we  had  little 
desire  to  attempt  it,  for  the  dark  and  cloudy  sky  had  cast 
snch  a  gloom  over  everything  as  to  dampen  all  ardor  for 
new  explorations.  The  next  day  found  us  at  Saunders 
Island,  whither  we  had  come  for  birds  and  with  the  hope 
of  finding  Eskimo  relics.  We  circumnavigated  the 
island,  looking  for  a  safe  landing-place,  which  was 
finally  found;  but  the  wind,  having  again  increased  to 
alniost  a  gale,  made  it  impossible  to  get  ashore  in  safety, 
so  the  ship  was  run  under  the  lee  of  the  island,  the  cliflfs 
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of  which  rose  abruptly  from  the  water's  edn;e  to  the 
hei<rht  of  manv  hundred  feet. 

^Myriads  of  birds  liad  their  nests  on  the  face  of  tht  >e 
cliffs,  and  a  rifle-bullet  sent  to  these  otherwise  inaccesM- 
ble  heij^hts  startled  so  many  birds  as  to  almost  darkcii 
the  sky  as  they  rose  in  the  air  and  left  their  lofty  honus 
in  fli<rlit.  The  sides  of  the  rocks  were  about  two  miles 
lonn;  and  so  covered  with  nests  and  birds  as  to  (^i\e  lo 
them  a  characteristic  color.  It  was  our  hope  that  on  the 
morrow  an  opportunity  would  be  afforded  us  of  s^oiny^ 
ashore  and  having  a  close  view  of  this  interestinj^-  island, 
the  appearance  of  which  from  the  ship  was  very  pictur- 
esque. On  its  southern  side  a  large  and  beautiful  cas- 
cade was  seen  falling  from  a  dizzy  height  to  the  sta 
below,  and  the  patches  of  g  en  near  the  falling  waters 
showed  the  beneficent  influence  of  fresh  water  and  sun- 
light. This  rich  harvest  of  strange  mosses  and  lichens 
waiting  to  be  gathered  made  our  botanist  especially  anx- 
ious to  get  ashore.  The  wind  was  blowing  so  hard  that 
Captain  Pike  endeavored  to  make  the  ship  fast  to  an  ice- 
berg which  was  thought  to  be  firmly  grounded;  but  the 
sailors,  who  had  taken  our  hawser  in  a  small  boat,  had 
hardly  reached  it  \vhen  it  was  found  to  be  moving,  and 
they  were  nearly  crushed  between  the  berg  and  the  vessel. 
It  was  only  by  the  most  strenuous  exertions  that  the 
boat  escaped  and  they  were  saved. 

Anchorage  was  finally  found  in  fifteen  fathoms  of 
water,  but  the  bottom  being  smooth  rock,  the  anchor  did 
not  hold  the  ship  well  against  the  heavy  wind,  and  we 
shifted  our  position  .several  times  during  the  night.     Aii- 
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(iilicr  (la\'  was  passed  lyinj^  to  under  tlic  ke  of  vSaunders 
l>Iaii(l  with  the  wind  still  blowing  a  y;ale,  and  this  time 
wi  cluuii^ed  our  location  but  little,  as,  with  the  aid  of 
our  anchors  and  the  use  of  steam  dnrin*j  the  hardest 
l)lo\vs,  we  niana<^ed  to  keep  under  the  hio;h  cliffs,  which 
continued  to  afford  some  shelter.  The  squalls,  which 
followed  one  another  in  quick  succession,  were  most  fear- 
ful and  violent,  and  the  few  moments  of  iiiLerveniuj^ 
calm  seemed  only  .<iiven  to  enable  the  j;ale  to  increase 
ils  strenj^th  in  its  ciforts  to  overwhelm  us.  The  wind, 
which  had  blown  with  almost  unabated  fury  for  the  last 
four  days,  at  last  be<;an  to  moderate,  and  late  at  uioht, 
1)\-  steamin<^  close  under  the  cliffs,  we  were  enabled  to 
approach  near  enouj^h  to  shore  to  enter  comparatively 
smooth  water  and  make  a  landinj^  in  a  small  boat. 

One  end  of  the  island  was  flat,  and  there  it  was  .hat 
we  found  some  signs  of  Eskimo  life.  There  were  several 
unoccupied  stone  huts,  a  sledge,  the  framework  of  a 
kajak,  some  old  pieces  of  iron  and  bone  tools,  and  a  few 
other  evidences  of  the  place  having  been  used  recently 
as  a  cnnp  by  natives.  There  were  also  some  stone  graves 
containing  a  few  scattered  bones,  but  nothing  that  indi- 
calcd  that  there  had  been  any  recent  burials.  Aftei 
completing  our  investigations  we  returned  to  the  ship 
and  once  more  started  on  our  journey  southward.  T'lie 
next  day,  August  2d,  was  rainy  and  thick,  much  of  the 
grand  and  lofty  scenery  which  characterized  this  part  of 
the  voyage  being  but  dimly  visible  through  the  fog  and 
mist — a  fact  <jreatlv  reirretted  bv  ail.  Our  run  was  made 
close  to  the  land,  as  the  sea  further  out  was  filled  with 
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icCo  Several  large  ji^laciers,  which  had  been  se'^n  ou 
our  northward  jonrney  only  at  a  distance,  were  now  ob- 
served at  close  range.  Their  immense  extent  readih 
explained  the  origin  of  the  great  nnmber  and  size  of  the 
iceber":s  evervwhere  visible.  The  famous  Conical  Rock, 
a  curious  basaltic  formation  described  long  ago  by  Ca]v 
tain  Ross,  was  passed,  and  we  were  soon  under  the  Ice 
of  Cape  York,  whose  "crimson  cliffs  "  gleamed  in  the 
occasional  bnrsts  of  sunlight. 

These  crimson  cMffs  did  not  appear  b}'  any  means  so 
highly  colored  as  we  had  expected  to  see  them,  but  the\' 
presented  nevertheless  an  altogether  unique  appearance, 
as  everywhere  else  in  Northern  Greenland  the  rocky 
cliffs,  rising  abruptly  from  the  sea.  exhibit  the  familiar 
stratified  formation  of  sandstone  rock.  Instead,  how- 
ever, of  being  of  the  rniform  dull-brown  color  comrnonlv 
seen  in  this  latitude,  they  were  of  a  tawny  reddish  hue. 
Opinions  differed  as  to  the  cause  of  this  peculiarity. 
Some  of  the  party  believed  that  it  was  due  simply  to  a 
different  colored  sandstone,  but  the  botanist  claimed  that 
it  was  caused  by  the  great  masses  of  an  orange-colored 
lichen  which  grew  everywhere  in  abundance. 

Patches  of  the  red  snow  peculiar  to  the  Arctic  regions 
were  observed  on  the  glaciers  ^r.d  in  the  .shady  nooks  of 
the  ice,  but  its  color  was  wholly  different  from  that  of 
the  curious  cliffs  mentioned  above.  Later,  we  had  an 
opportunitv  of  gathering  and  examining  some  of  this 
red  snow,  which  occurs  in  patches  and  exists  only  ou 
the  surface:  an  inch  below,  the  snow  was  as  pure  a  white 
as  that   found  anvwhere.     The  color  was  not  uniform 
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even  on  the  surface,  but  occurred  in  streaks.  On  closer 
examination  it  was  found  to  exist  in  the  little  crystals 
of  MK)\v  which  composed  the  surface,  and  even  in  these 
tlu'  tint  was  not  the  same  throughout,  but  radiated  from 
centres.  When  the  snow  was  melted  it  formed  a  bright- 
red  liquid  i.bout  the  shade  of  claret  punch,  and  on  stand- 
ing the  coloring  matter  gradually  settled  to  the  bottom 
as  a  deep  red  sediment,  which,  under  the  microscope, 
proved  to  be  composed  of  a  minute-celled  plant,  the/rc;- 
tiHoci'iis  nivalis.  So  intense  is  its  color  that  even  under 
a  power  of  four  hundred  diameters,  which  causes  a  red 
corpuscle  of  the  blood  to  appear  almost  colorless,  it  was 
still  of  a  brilliant  red  hue. 

Twelve  miles  below  the  cape  several  skin  tents  of 
natives  were  indistinctly  seen  througii  the  fog.  Soon 
the  sound  of  "  Ki-mo  "  was  heard  repeatedly,  coming 
from  the  shore.  This  is  the  cry  by  which  the  Eskimos 
fi;rcet  the  arrival  of  a  ship,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
nali\  es  were  seen  coming  toward  us  over  the  ice,  some 
on  foot,  and  others  with  sledges  and  dogs.  Their  pe- 
c  r.iar  at>ire  and  various  antics  expressing  delight  pre- 
sented a  most  interesting  spectiTcle.  The  ship  was 
made  fast  to  the  ice,  which  reached  some  distance 
from  the  .shore;  but  even  before  we  had  our  ice-anchors 
firudy  inserted  the  natives  were  climbing  o'.er  the  sides. 
As  soon  as  the  ship  was  properly  .'secured  some  of  our 
])arty,  including-  myself,  went  off  on  the  ice.  This, 
although  quite  thick  and  heavy,  was  rough  and  much 
broken  up,  with  seams  of  water  running  in  all  directions. 
While   the  ship   was   approaching  the  shore   the   tents 
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wliich  we  had  descried  tliron<i^h  the  U)\r  a^^ain  came  in;o 
\ieu-.  Tlie\-  were  at  that  time  so  far  off  as  to  be  scarcciv 
disliiij^iiishable  from   tlie  many  ])ecidiarly-shaped  rocks 
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which  constitute  t]ic  riionntain-sides  in  the  vicinitv  of 
the  cape;  it  wa.i  tcwartl  these  tents  that  our  course  was 
dirt'^tcd. 

We  had  >c;;/cei\-  left  the  \essel  wlien  some  of  the  n;i- 
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tivi  oil  board  noticed  tliat  we  were  j^oiiio;  in  the  direc- 
tioi!  y^i  their  villa<;e,  and  one  of  liieni  was  soon  over  the 
si(k  md  hastening  after  ns.  Seeing  that  he  wished  to 
acconipanv  ns,  we  stopped  and  awaited  him,  as  it  was 
cvi<i^'.it  from  his  manner  that  he  was  unwilling  for  us  to 
vcninrc  across  alone.  Wc  were  only  too  glad  to  have 
him  join  ns,  as  travelling  over  the  broken  and  fissured 
ice  was  both  difficult  and  dangerous.  He  proved  to  l)e  a 
mo.-t  merr}-  little  fellow,  and  with  him  acting  as  guide 
we  were  able  to  progress  more  rapid! \-  and  with  greater 
safelv  than  we  would  have  been  able  to  do  if  left  to  our- 
selves. He  would  run  ahead,  jumping  from  one  cake  of 
ice  to  another  with  the  greatest  ease  and  agility,  stopping 
onlv  when  one  of  us  would  get  a  fall  or  a  foot  wet  in  the 
water  which  was  lying  here  and  there  in  pools  on  the 
surface  of  the  ice;  then  he  would  evince  his  amuse- 
ment at  our  discomfiture  by  giving  way  to  most  hearty 
laughter.  Clad  as  we  were  in  heavv  overcoats  and 
long  hoots,  we  must  indeed  have  presented  an  awkward 
spectacle  in  our  endeavors  to  keep  up  with  our  nimble 
coini)auion;  however,  under  his  guidance  we  soon 
i\;iclied  the  shore. 

The  native  village  was  found,  to  be  situated  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  water's  edge,  up  the  side  of 
IJR'  inoinitain.  There  was  no  path,  and  we  had  to  climb 
o\er  and  around  the  large  rocks  and  boulders  with  Wiiicli 
the  gr(  luid  was  everywhere  covered.  This  was  even  a 
more  difficult  and  laborious  undertaking  tlian  our  passage 
over  the  ic?.  The  rocks,  being  wet  from  the  rain  and 
fot;  and  covered   with  lichens,  were  very  slippery,  and, 
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encumbered  as  we  were  by  heavy  clothing,  our  progr  si? 
was  necessarily  slow. 

Arriving  at  last  at  the  village,  we  found  it  much  mere 
extensive  than  the  one  already  seen  farther  north.  It 
consisted  of  about  a  dozen  skin  or  summer  houses  and 
twenty  stone  huts,  used  only  in  winter.  The  village 
was  situated  on  very  rough  ground,  the  tents  bcincr 
erected  wherever  space  enough  for  them  could  be  found 
between  the  boulders.  They  were  rather  close  together, 
but  the  stone  huts,  on  the  contrary,  being  built  wIut- 
ever  a  favorable  spot  could  be  found,  were  more  scattered, 
most  of  them  being  near  to  the  sea. 

The  place  was  practically  deserted,  the  inhabitants 
having  gone  ofT  to  our  ship.  A  few  women,  children,  and 
dogs  were  all  that  greeted  our  arrival;  they  seemed 
greatly  astonished  at  such  an  unexpected  visit,  and  were 
evidently  somewhat  alarmed.  The  younger  children 
showed  their  fear  by  crying  and  clinging  closely  to 
their  mothers.  A  few  presents  of  needles  soon  assured 
the  women  of  our  friendliness,  and  at  once  caused  peace 
to  reign.  On  looking  around  dirt  and  refuse  were,  as 
usual,  found  to  be  everywhere  present.  The  bones  and 
partly-consumed  carcasses  of  walruses,  narwhals,  and 
seals  were  scattered  indiscriminately  about.  The  water 
from  the  melting  snow  of  the  mountains  trickled  throuoh 
the  village,  and  with  the  little  snow  between  the  rocks 
and  the  omnipresent  iiltli  made  the  walking  disagreeable 
enough. 

We  i'.eparated,  and  wandered  through  the  place  look- 
ing into  tents  and  seeing  what  we  could.      Peeping  into 
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one  of  tlicm,  I  saw  a  woman  diligently  employed  in  cnt- 
tiiig  and  sewing  skins.     Strewn  all  abont  the  interior 

KSKIMO   BONE   NKEOl.K,   TWO-THIRDS   ACTUAL   SIZE. 

were  furs  and  sewing  implements,  so  it  appeared  evident 
that  I  had  fonnd  a  tailor.  Although  the  clothing  of  all 
of  US  needed  repairs  and  considerable  patching,  I  es- 
peciallv  was  snff<"ring  for  a  new  pair  of  trousers.  Here 
appeared  to  be  a  chance  not  to  be  lost,  so  negotiations 
were  at  once  opened  with  the  lady  for  their  manufacture 
by  })resenting  her  with  a  knife.  It  was  not  without  con- 
siderable difficulty  that  I  succeeded  in  conveying  to  her 
an  approximate  idea  of  the  style  of  article  desired,  as  I 
wished  them  to  reach  to  the  feet  instead  of  only  just  below 
the  knee,  as  was  "a  la  mode"  at  Cape  York.  That 
much  was  at  last  accomplished,  but  the  addition  of 
pockets  being  beyond  her  powers  of  comprehension,  I 
was  compelled  to  forego  those  luxuries. 

The  question  of  style  having  been  decided,  she  pro- 
ceeded to  take  my  measure.  This  was  done  in  a  rather 
novel  manner.  Having  selected  a  seal-skin  of  sufficient 
leni^th  and  width  from  a  pile  in  one  corner  of  the  tent, 
it  was  wrapped  around  the  limb,  the  fur  side  being 
placrd  inward;  ihe  surplus  material  was  then  bent  over 
with  the  fingers  and  the  skin  removed.  The  crease  .^^o 
formed  served  as  a  guide  for  the  next  procedure,  whii  h 
consisted  in  biting  along  the  line  with  the  teeth  so  as  to 
cau.se  the  fold  to  lie  flat.     This  being  accomplished,  it 


m\  'fi' 

mW 

ijii"  \ 

11   1 

■'(  '» 

'f  1    1 

f'f 

11 

i  •   . 

■  H   ■ 

i     + 

■% 

■  i  1 

V 

i  'i^l 

( 

-         ) 
i 

'  ■      1 

>: 


!,r 


^* 


!        '  l< 


m  I 


;' 

\ 
i 


i 


1  ■!   ; 


'     'I 


ihi 


■1.  ,;'a^ 


■•  I 


i  ^^l 


154 


AV  .lA'C'V'/C  S/C.  IS. 


was  ajL^ain  applied  to  llic  linih  and  a  Kav  slight  alUrati'  ns 
marked  willi  an  additional  bile  here  and  there,  'i  ..^ 
sha])e  lia\-inj4l)een  outlined,  the  skin  was  a.^ain  reni()\  1, 
and  the  lines  thus  marked  beini;'  followed  with  a  i"U(K  \. 
made  knife,  the  cutting-  of  the  trousers  was  couipk-ted. 

With  the  object  of  facilitating^-  the  work,  I  offered  lur 
the  use  of  a  pair  of  scissors  which  I  had  brou<;ht  with  me 
from  the  shiji,  l)ut,  bein*^-  entirely  unfamiliar  with  tin  ir 
use,  she  preferred  her  own  knife,  and,  seein,^-  I  was  o;ilv 
dela\in_u^  operations,  I  ventured  to  make  no  more  su,ii;i;ts. 
tions.  Desiriu!:;-  to  hasten  their  manufacture,  I  o^axe 
her  a  few  additional  needles,  but  soon  found  tliat 
iCskluio  character  resenil)led  in  some  resi)ects  that  exist- 
iu*^-  in  more  temperate  phones,  and  that  it  was  not  alwaws 
i^ood  policy  to  pay  in  advance.  Instead  of  workiiT:^- 
faster,  my  tailor  laj^-s^ed  still  more;  indeed,  so  little  jiro!^-- 
ress  was  made,  and  so  evident  was  it  that  she  was 
onlv  endeavorinc^  to  e.xtort  additional  pay  from  me,  that, 
appreciatinj^  my  mistake,  and  despairini^  of  f^ettino^  nu- 
much-needed  article  of  clothing  completed,  1  decided  on 
taking  them  away  as  they  were. 

Just  at  this  moment  I  was  disco\-ered  by  some  of  my 
companions  from  the  A7A',  and,  as  they  were  about  re- 
turning to  the  shi]),  I  got  ready  to  accompany  them. 
Taking  the  unfinished  trousers  awa\'  from  the  woman, 
who  parted  with  them  reluctantly,  we  started  off  We 
had  not  gone  far  when  we  saw  that  she  was  following  ns, 
appearing  to  regret  her  unseemly  behavior  and  wishing' 
to  make  amends.  The  ship  was  soon  reached,  and,  Innl- 
ing  the   decks  full   of  natix'es,  I  at  once  conlracted   witii 
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sonic  to  have  tlie  work  completed  on  board.  Several 
women  began  on  them,  and  as  soon  as  my  back  was 
turned  my  original  tailor  joined  the  gronp.  By  the 
laughter  which  soon  arose  I  was  convinced  that  they  ap- 
preciated the  trne  state  of  affairs  and  were  amused  at  her 
discomfiture.  The  trousers  were  .soon  finished,  and  I 
wore  them  until  our  return  south  necessitated  a  change 
to  more  civilized  attire. 

As  many  as  fifty  Eskimos  had  come  to  visit  us,  some 
on  foot,  and  others  with  dogs  and  .sledges.  They  brought 
along  many  articles  to  trade;  indeed,  they  seemed  to 
have  with  them  almost  everytliing  they  possessed,  even 
to  the  toys  of  their  children. 

Our  visitors  were  of  all  ages,  sizes,  and  conditions, 
including  the  babies,  who  gazed  on  the  strange  sights 
with  wonder  and  interest.  Some  of  them  were  not  over 
a  month  or  two  old,  being  carried  on  their  mothers' 
backs.  Their  cute  little  faces  and  bright  black  eyes 
peering  out  from  their  odd  resting-place  made  quite  an 
interesting  picture.  Many  of  the  smaller  children  were 
o])served  munching  away  with  great  avidity  on  raw 
l)irds  which  had  been  given  to  them  by  the  sailors,  and 
exhibiting  as  much  pleasure  as  the  civilized  child 
would  experience  in  eating  cakes  and  candy.  After 
consuming  the  bird  they  invariably  rubbed  the  fatty 
skin  over  their  faces;  this  they  are  taught  to  do  at  an 
early  age,  as  the  coating  of  grease  so  applied  serves  to 
render  the  exposed  skin  less  sensitive  and  protects  it 
from  the  extreme  cold  of  winter.  Some  of  them  pre- 
sented, indeed,   a  most  ludicrous  appearance  owing  to 
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the  featliers  wliicli  remained  on  the  face  after  the  c(<in. 
pletion  of  tliis  procedure. 

The  adult  portion  of  our  visitors  wandered  about  ihe 
sliip  at  their  pleasure,  looking-  into  every  nook  lul 
corner  and  exhibiting  the  utmost  curiosity.  The\  were 
so  good-natured,  harmless,  and  childlike  in  their  man- 
ner that  it  was  a  pleasure  to  show  them  whatever  we 
could.  They  were  much  delighted  in  looking  at  thun- 
selves  in  a  mirror,  and  a  pair  of  blue-glass  spectacles 
loaned  to  one  of  them  were  not  returned  until  they  IkuI 
been  passed  from  hand  to  hand  and  each  had  had  a  look 
through  them. 
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CHAPTKR   XI. 

Akciic   Ci-OTiriNC.— a  vSij;i)c,im<ii)i;.— An  In-picnant  Ivskimo 
LAnY.--'rHic  N  ATI  VIC   Docs.— Si.i:i)(,i;s. 

^^IlKRE  bciiio^  such  a  larj^c  iimnbcr  of  natives  t  the 
J.  ship,  an  excellent  opportnnity  was  aifonled  us  of 
observin.ti^  the  peculiar  character  of  their  clothing  and 
leaniini^-  how  they  protected  themselves  from  the  ri.^ors 
of  llieir  climate.  The  mode  of  dress  in  both  sexes  was 
much  alike,  and  consisted  of  a  jacket,  trousers,  and  boots. 
These  were  made  either  of  the  skin  of  the  bear,  seal,  do^^, 
or  reindeer,  and  often  a  combination  of  all.  vScal  is  the 
most  frequently  used,  the  others  beinj;-  less  common. 
The  jacket  covers  the  body  from  the  waist  up,  and  ter- 
minates in  a  hood  whicli  covers  the  head,  but  leaves  a  part 
of  the  face  exposed.  This  jacket  is  made  in  the  form  of 
a  single  piece,  and  is  put  on  by  bein^  brought  down  over 
the  head;  no  buttons  or  other  fastenings  are  used  except 
when  mittens  are  worn,  which  are  tied  around  at  the 
wrists.  The  hood  fits  closely  to  the  side  of  the  face,  only 
leaving  the  latter  exposed  from  the  forehead  to  the  chin. 
The  trousers  reach  from  the  waist  to  the  calf  of  the 
leg.  and  have  two  openings  a  few  inches  long  in  tlie 
sides,  which  are  closed  by  means  of  a  cord.  The  boots 
are  always  made  double,  the  inner  part  being  the  skin 
c'  sonic  long-haired  animal,  such  as  the  bear  or  dog, 
W'th   the  fur  turned  inward,  and  the  outer  of  seal-skin 
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with  the  hair  removed.  They  are  drawn  up  over  the 
lower  end  of  the  trousers  and  bound  firmly  about  the 
calf  of  the  leg  with  leather  thongs,  thus  making  ilie 
costume  water-tight  up  to  the  waist.  Underneath  this 
outer  suit  there  was  worn,  by  some,  an  under-jackit, 
likewise  extending  to  the  waist,  but  without  the  ho(xl. 
This  was  made  of  bird-skins  sewn  together,  and  worn 
with  the  feathers  next  to  the  skin.  The  jacket  and 
trousers  just  about  met  at  the  waist;  indeed,  so  slighllv 
protected  was  this  part  of  the  body  that  in  bending  over 
the  bare  skin  was  frequently  exposed. 

The  hands  are  protected  by  mittens  made  of  dog-skin. 
These  are  not  very  long,  but  sufficiently  so  to  go  up  nn- 
der  the  end  of  the  sleeves  of  the  jacket,  the  point  of 
meeting  being  made  more  secure  by  binding  with  a  strip 
of  skin. 

The  only  difference  in  the  costumes  of  the  women  and 
men  was  in  the  jacket.  In  the  former  the  hood  was  made 
somewhat  higher  in  order  to  accommodate  their  hair,  and 
a  few  possessed,  in  addition,  a  pouch  on  the  back  in  which 
the  infants  were  placed  and  so  carried  around.  Some  of 
these  pouches  had  an  opening  cut  in  them,  so  that  the 
child  could  rest  in  contact  with  the  bare-  skin  of  its 
mother,  and  in  that  way  obtain  additional  warmth.  Tlie 
cliild,  usually  naked,  is  placed  in  the  pouch  and  packed 
around  with  fur  and  feathers.  When  the  mother  desires 
to  take  the  baby  out,  she  stoops  forward,  bends  hei  head 
well  down,  and  gives  her  body  a  shake.  This  starts  the 
infant  from  the  pouch,  and  the  mother,  raising  her  hands 
over  her  shoulder,  draws  it  forth. 
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ihe  jacket  and  hood,  being  made  in  a  single  piece, 
an  so  rigid  and  fit  so  tightly  that  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  turn  the  head  without  moving  the  body.  When  it  is 
(k sired  to  look  in  any  particular  direction,  they  turn 
around  with  a  stiff,  awkward  movement  until  the  objex'?t 
is  brought  within  view.  The  fur  clothing,  being  made 
of  skins  that  are  rather  hard  when  cured  and  not  per- 
fectly pliable,  prevents  their  moving  with  that  freedom 
wliich  is  possible  with  other  people.  This  gives  to  their 
movements  a  stiff  and  automatic  character,  which  at  first 
sijijht  appears  quite  droll,  and  strongly  reminds  one  of 
Hie  actions  of  the  puppets  seen  at  shows  given  for  the 
amusement  of  children.  The  small  size  of  the  Eskimo 
as  compared  to  the  average  European  also  adds  to  the 
effect  and  tends  to  en- 
hance the  resemblance. 

The  natives  were  con- 
tinually going  backward 
and  forward  from  the  ves- 
sel to  the  shore,  bringing 
things  for  trade.  It  was 
during  one  of  these  trips 
that  I  was  enabled  to  en- 
joy the  novelty  and  pleas- 
ure of  a  sledge-ride,  Eski- 
mo fashion.  For  a  few 
trinkets   a  native  placed 

himself,  his  sledge,  and  his  dogs  at  my  disposal.  I  had 
hardly  seated  myself  on  the  furs  with  which  the  sledge 
was  covered,  and  indicated    that  I   was  ready   to  start, 
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when   the   Eskimo's  wife,    who  had    Ijeeii    left   on    tie 
ship,  came  out  on  the  ice  after  us.     She  showed  at  oiue 
her  displeasure  at  our  breach  of  etiquette  in  deserlinir 
her,  and  evidently  wished  to  go  along.     The  Kskimo  de- 
murred, and  seemed  anxious  to  know  what  my  wislies 
were  in  the  matter.     Noticing  the  woman's  determina- 
tion,   and   not  wishing  to  lose  my  ride  (besides   being 
the  cause  of  domestic  difficulty),  I  gallantly  intimaUd 
by  signs  my  consent  and  even  pleasure  at  the  lady's  com- 
pany.     Ip  the  mean  time,  while  they  were  wrangling 
with  each  other,  the  dogs  had  taken  adv^antage  of  tlie 
delay  thus  caused,  and  started  a  fight  amongst  themselves, 
getting  their  harness  so  tangled  up  that  it  required  some 
time  to  put  the  team  in  running  order  again.     Finally, 
Mrs.    Eskimo   and   myself   got  properly  seated    on   the 
sledge,  and  the  dogs  were  started  off  at  a  lively  trot,  the 
driver  running  alongside.     He  controlled  and  guided  the 
dogs  with  such  skill  as  to  keep  a  uniform  tension  on  the 
traces,  and  occasionally,  as  the  team  increased  its  speed, 
would  jump  on  the  back  part  of  the  sledge  and  ride  until 
some  rough  ice  or  a  strip  of  water  interfered  with  our 
progress. 

Not  infrequently  the  dogs  would  jump  over  a  crack  in 
the  ice,  and  before  the  .sledge  could  be  stopped  it  would 
bring  up  against  the  opposite  side  with  such  a  sudden 
jar  as  to  throw  one  from  the  seat.  On  such  occasions 
the  driver  would  lift  the  front  of  the  sledge,  and,  with  a 
few  cracks  of  the  whip,  again  proceed  onward.  When  a 
fissure  was  too  large  to  be  crossed  in  this  manner,  he 
would  follow  along  its  side  until  a  narrower  place  was 
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foiu'.d,  over  wliicli  the  sledjrc  was  pushed,  one  end  bein_o[ 
allowed  to  rest  on  the  ice  on  each  side.  By  this  means  a 
briil.L;e  was  formed  over  wliich  both  ourselves  and  do<;s 
crossed  in  safety.  The  Eskimo  do^s  appear  to  have  a 
<rii;il  dislike  for  water,  and  would  not  attempt  the  cross- 
ing of  any  cracks  so  wide  as  to  expose  them  to  the  risk  of 
falliiij;  in. 

As  we  began  to  encounter  nuich  loose  and  broken  ice, 
nnd  the  travelling  was  very  roi,gh,  I  requested  my  guide 
to  return  to  the  ship.  We  were  soon  speeding  along 
o\rr  a  more  regular  surface,  the  .smooth  gliding  homeward 
in  the  cold,  bracing  air  being  most  exhilarating.  By 
this  time  Madam  Eskimo  had  quite  regained  her  temper, 
and  assisted  her  hu-sband  by  yelling  their  peculiar  cry, 
"  Ka!  ka! "  at  the  dogs,  which  seemed  to  incite  them  on 
and  kept  them  moving  at  a  lively  pace.  Upon  our 
arrival  at  the  vessel  the  driver  at  once  proceeded  to  cut  a 
couple  of  holes  in  the  ice,  close  together  and  meeting  at 
llie  ])ottom;  the  traces  were  then  passed  through  from 
one  to  the  other  and  tied  on  top.  The  team  having  been 
safely  secured  in  this  manner,  we  went  on  board;  the 
dogs  howled  dismally  at  being  so  unceremoniously  de- 
serted, but  the  unheeding  driver  and  his  spouse  were  soon 
on  deck  mingling  with  the  others. 

Tlie  Eskimo  dogs  are  about  two  feet  in  height,  and 
resemble  more  the  wolf  than  the  domestic  dog  of  our 
country.  Their  hair  is  long,  coarse,  and  oily,  and  the 
head  resembles  that  of  the  Pomeranian  or  spitz  dog,  the 
snout  being  pointed  and  the  ears  erect.  Their  legs  are 
quite  sturdy  and  thick,  the  body  compact  and  strong,  and 
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the  bushy  tail  is  carried  curled  over  the  back.  In  color 
they  are  principally  reddish  or  yellowish  brown;  black- 
was  exceptional,  while  white  was  more  common,  but 
not  so  generally  met  with  as  the  color  first  mentioned. 

There  seemed  to  be  a  difference  in  type  between  tlio 
dogs  used  in  the  south  of  Greenland  and  those  found  witli 
the  wild  natives  of  the  North,  these  latter  being  smalltr 
and  more  wolfish  looking,  although  possessing  the  same 
general  characteristics.  The  Eskimo  dogs  are  wild-look- 
ing animals,  and  have  a  cowardly,  sneaking  expression, 
which  is  no  doubt  largely  due  to  their  half-starved  condi- 
tion and  the  indifference  and  harshness  of  their  masters. 
It  is  only  when  employed  in  drawing  the  sledges  that 
they  are  given  food  in  any  quantity,  and  the  hungry  crea- 
tures about  the  native  camps  are  continually  howling  and 
fighting  among  themselves.  They  subsist  on  the  blubber, 
meat,  and  animal  refuse  given  to  them  by  the  native.s, 
and  at  no  time  would  they  touch  the  salt  meat,  bread,  or 
biscuit  thrown  them  from  the  ship.  Their  fur  is  much 
used  by  the  natives  for  clothing.  They  are  harnessed  to 
the  sledges  by  means  of  a  leather  collar  to  which  is 
attached  a  line,  generall)-  of  walrus-hide,  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  in  length.  These  lines,  one  from  each  dog, 
are  fastened  to  a  heavy  thong  of  skin  between  the  run- 
ners of  the  sledge.  Five  to  eight  dogs  usually  constitute 
a  team.  They  travel  side  by  side,  being  guided  only  by 
the  voice  of  the  driver  and  the  occasional  lashings  of  a 
whip  which  is  so  long  and  wielded  with  such  dexterity 
as  to  make  them  pursue  any  desired  course. 

The  sledges  are  from  si^  to  eight  feet  in  length  and 
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about  two  in  width,  the  runners  being  eight  inches  high 
and  made  up  of  fragments  of  wood  and  bone  tightly 
buniid  together  with  strips  of  skin.  Wood  is  so  scarce 
that  even  the  smallest  pieces  obtainable  are  utilized,  thus 
causing  the  sledges  to  look  like  mere  patchwork.  The 
runntrs  are  shod  with  pieces  of  walrus-tusks  about  a  foot 
lon;^  which  are  bound  to  each  other  and  to  the  runner 
with  thongs  of  hide.  These  thongs  are  passed  through 
holes  in  the  ivory  and  countersunk  to  avoid  being  worn 
out  in  passing  through  the  snow. 

The  top  of  the  sledge  is  composed  of  pieces  of  wood, 
and  occasionally  of  bone,  passing  across  from  one  runner 
to  the  other,  tightly  bound  together.  These  pieces  are 
not  placed  close  to  one  another,  but  at  intervals  of  six  or 
eiglit  inches.  At  the  rear  end  of  the  sledge  are  two 
uprights,  about  two  and  one-half  feet  high,  connected  by 
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a  cross-piece,  the  whole  forming  a  handle  which  is  used 
to  guide  the  sledge  at  times,  and  also  to  lift  it  over  ob- 
structions. Coming  from  beneath  its  front,  and  fastened 
to  the  inner  sides  of  the  runners,  about  a  foot  from  their 
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ends,  is  a  piece  of  thick  stronp^  skin.     It  is  to  this  tli  it 
the  harness  of  the  dotj^s  is  attaclied  when  travel! in<i^. 

The  whole  of  the  sledge  is  apt  to  be  so  covered  with 
dirt  and  grease  as  to  almost  conceal  its  method  of  con- 
struction. Those  which  we  saw  all  appeared  to  be  vcr\ 
old,  and  had  evidently  descended  from  previous  genera- 
tions. Here  and  there,  in  some  of  them,  were  noticed 
pieces  which  had  been  inserted  recently.  When  a  sledge 
begins  to  show  the  effects  of  the  hard  usage  to  which  it 
has  been  subjected,  it  does  not  break  up  all  at  once,  but 
rather  gives  out  in  some  particular  place.     This  spot  is 

then  mended,  either  by  a 
new  piece  being  inserted 
or  by  being  rebound  with 
thongs,  and  the  sledge  thus 
enters  on  a  new  lease  of 
life.  The  ease  with  which 
repairs  can  be  made  obvi- 
ates tlie  necessity  of  build- 
ing new  sledges,  and,  consequently,  after  one  has  been  con- 
structed, it  lasts  almost  for  ever.  Notwithstanding  their 
clumsy  and  ungainly  appearance,  they  glide  over  the  ice 
quite  readily,  the  ivory  runners  offering  but  little  resist- 
ance. While  solidly  constructed,  they  nevertheless  pos- 
sess sufficient  give  ard  elasticity  to  yield  to  the  jolting 
experienced  in  travelling  over  rough  and  uneven  ice, 
thus  making  riding  in  them  comfortable. 


NATIVE   DRII.I., 


CHAPTER   XII. 

Bows  Axn  Arrows.  — Spears  and  Harpoons.— Hunting  the 
Seal  and  Walrus.— Scarcity  of  Wood.— Childri:n's 
Toys— Mickey  and  his  Doings. 

UNTIL  our  visit  to  tlie.se  most  northern  Eskimos  no 
one  had  ever  observed  tliem  to  possess  either  boats 
of  any  de.scription  or  bows  and  arrows;  but  among  the 
natives  of  Whale  Sound  we  found  a  couple  of  kajaks,  and 
also  a  few  bows  and  arrows. 

They  were  similar  in  form  and  construction  to  some 
which  we  afterward  saw  lower  down,  at  Cape  York. 
The  kajaks  were  of  about  the  same  size  as  those  of  the 


KAJAK    AND   PADDI.E,   WHAI.E   SOUND. 

Eskimos  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Danish  settlements, 
but  were  neither  so  neatly  nor  so  well  made,  being  both 
more  clumsy  and  heavier.  The  skins  of  which  they 
were  built  did  not  appear  to  have  been  so  carefully  pre- 
pared as  those  used  by  the  more  southern  natives,  the 
hair  often  being  allowed  to  remain  on  them  in  places. 
The  seams  al.so  were  neither  so  regular  nor  so  nicelv 
sewn,   this  be"ng   probably  due  to  the    fact  that  bone 
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needles  were  used,  instead  of  steel  ones.  These  latkr 
ninst  have  been  qnite  rare  anionj^  them,  if,  indeed,  tin  y 
possessed  any  at  all,  althongh  even  the  natives  of  Whale 
Sonnd,  when  we  gave  them  some,  appeared  to  recojTui/e 
and  nnderstand  their  nse. 

The  bows  which  were  obtained  from  the  natives  arc 
qnite  pecnliar  both  as  regards  the  materials  of  which 
they  are  made  and  their  method  of  constrnction.  They 
are  composed,  nsnally,  of  three  large  and  fonr  small 
pieces  of  bone,  bonnd  firmly  together  with  an  animal 
material  resembling  catgnt.  The  large  bones  are  the 
ribs  of  the  reindeer,  three  being  nsed  in  order  to  make 
a  bow  of  snfiicient  length.  These  are  placed  end  to 
end,  the  adjoining  surfaces  being  cut  off  square,  and  not 
overlapping.  The  two  extremities  of  the  middle  piece 
thus  simply  rest  against  the  inner  ends  of  the  other  two 
bones,  point  of  junction  being  strengthened  by  means 
of  a  th.cj.  piece  of  bou«-,  about  two  inches  long,  below, 
and  a  thin  strip,  about  four  inches  long,  above.  The 
whole  joint  is  then  tightly  wrapped  with  thongs.     Ruu- 
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ning  from  one  end  of  the  bow  to  the  other,  and  stretched 
tightly  over  the  back,  are  a  number  of  thongs,  which  in 
the  finer  bows  are  made  of  plaited  strands;  one  of  them 
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IukI  fifteen  of  these  bound  to  the  hone  with  the  same 
material  at  intervals  of  three  or  four  inches.  In  the 
coiunioncr  bows  the  material  used  for  hindinj;  and 
strcny^thcning  them  is  much  coarser,  and  evidently  con- 
sists of  strips  of  some  kind  of  skin  ;  one  of  the  number 
luul  only  three  such  cords,  and  even  those  were  thick, 
atul  not  plaited.  Another  one  possessed,  besides  the 
usual  number  of  pieces,  three  additional  ones.  One  was 
a  long,  thin  piece  of  bone,  and  the  others  two  thin  strips 
of  a  soft  wood  resembling  pine.  This  shows  the  igno- 
rance of  the  people  concerning  the  properties  of  various 
kinds  of  wood,  because  the  use  of  so  soft  a  wood  for  the 
purpose  of  strengthening  the  bow  could  have  been  of  no 
service  whatever.  These  bows  are  about  two  feet  and  a 
half  long,  quite  elastic,  and  serve  their  purpose  fairly 
well. 

The  arrows  are  between  a  foot  and  a  half  and  two 
feet  in  length,  and  composed  of  a  shaft  of  white  pine 
wood  with  a  point  of  iron.     The  shaft  was  rather  thick 


BOW-CASK   AND   QUIVKR. 


and  olumsy,  and  not  infrequently,  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  wood  of  all  kinds,  made  of  two  or  three  sepa- 
rate pieces  of  wood  or  bone,  joined  together  by  being 
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levelled,  overlapped,  and  wound  with  a  fine  animal  filtiv. 
The  i)art  of  the  shaft  that  received  the  bovv-strin^'^  wis 
flattened,  and  against  th*^  side  of  one  of  the  arrows  was 
bound   a  single  small   feather,    which,    however,   could 


ARROWS   WITH    HONK   SIIAITS. 

have  been  of  little  or  no  service  in  j^uidinj:!:  its  flight. 
The  presence  of  this  feather  was  the  only  indication  of 
the  natives  havin<i^  any  knowledj^e  of  their  use  in  steady- 
ing^ an  arrow  on  its  course,  and  is  strongly  su<^<i;estive 
of  the  bow  and  arrow  beinjj^  employed  only  at  short 
range.     The  points  were  made  of  iron   or  ivory   from 
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three  to  five  inches  long  and  shaped  like  a  spear-head. 
How,  in  the  absence  of  any  suitable  means  of  heatini; 
the  iron,  these  arrow-heads  were  fashioned  was  a  mys- 
tery to  us. 

On  examining  the  bundle  of  arrows  which  were  ob- 
tained from  the  natives  at  Cape  York,  my  attention  was 
attracted  by  one  which  appeared  to  have  some  letters  upon 
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it.  On  scrapiii}^  away  the  rust  and  dirt  I  was  astoiiislied 
to  .f  I  he  words  "Dr.  Hayes,  Ex.  i860,"  plainly  staiiii)ed 
in  ilie  iron.     Owinj^^  to  our  inability  to  understand  or 


AKKiAV-llKAD  KROM    lllK   ilAVKS   KXI'I-IUKON  (»K    i860,  oNE-FdUkTH    Ari  UAL 

sizi:. 

coninuniicate  with  the  natives,  we  could  not  obtain  any 
history  of  this  most  interesting  relic,  nor  my  informa- 
tion as  to  how  it  came  into  their  posses  .ion.  The  care 
with  which  they  treasure  iron  can  be  appreciated  when 
wc  remember  that  they  must  have  had  this  piece  for  over 
tliirty  years.  It  had  probably  been  made,  originally, 
from  an  old  knife  or  other  ship's  article  which  had  been 
marked  with  the  explorer's  name. 

Their  most  useful  hunting  implements  are  spears  or 
lances  and  harpoons.     The  former,  as  compared  to  the 
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Shaft. 


latter,  are  simple  in  construction,  consisting  of  a  wooden 
shaft  with  an  ivory  point  tipped  with  iron.  The  shaft, 
on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  wood,  is  sometimes  made 
up  of  several  short  pieces  spliced  together  with  the  skill 
for  which  the  Eskimos  are  noted.  It  is  shod  at  its  ex- 
tremity with  a  little  cap  or  block  of  ivory  strongly  secured 
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by  thongs  of  walrus-skin.  This  cap  has  on  its  iipjicr 
surface  an  ovaVshaped  hollow  or  depression  in  whicli  ihe 
base  of  the  ivory  point  rests.  The  ivory  point  is  tidiii 
six  to  eighteen  inches  in  length;  at  its  base  it  is  a])()ut 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  by  an  inch  and  a  half  in  size, 
and  tapers  slightly  to  the  point,  which  is  usually  jmo- 
vided  with  a  leaf-shaped  (not  barbed)  piece  of  iron. 
The  base  is  rounded  in  an  oval  manner  with  a  flat  ed.oe, 
and  fits  into  tlie  depression  or  socket  in  the  ivory  cap. 


SI'KAR-POINT,  AHOUT   ONE-SIXTH   ACTUAL  SIZK. 

The  Disko  spears,  on  the  contrary,  have  the  socket  in 
the  base  of  the  ivory  point.  Two  strong  thongs  of  wal- 
rus-hide pass  from  the  point  to  the  cap,  binding  them 
tirmly  together.  When  the  spear  is  thrust  into  an  ani- 
mal, the  point  slips  off  the  shaft,  but  still  remains  con- 
nected with  it  by  the  two  thongs  of  skin.  In  this  way 
the  wooden  handle  is  prevented  from  being  broken  by 
any  sudden  movement  the  animal  may  make. 


SPKAR    FOR   SMALL   ANIMALS,    ONE-HALl-    ACTUAL  SIZE. 

The  harpoon  is  a  much  more  intricate  weapon.  It  is, 
indeed,  remarkable  how  a  race  so  low  in  the  scale  of 
development  as  the  Eskimos  could  have  devised  such  an 
ingenious  implement.     In  many  respects  it  is  uniqne, 
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and  sii passes  in  efficiency  even  the  sword-fisher's  iron, 
which  it  greatly  resembles.  In  ingenuity  and  adapta- 
bililv  for  die  purposes  to  which  it  is  put  it  is,  perhaps, 
the  best  that  any  savage  or  even  seiri-civilized  race  has 
prochiced.  It  has  evidently  been  evolved  from  the  spear 
just  described,  but  is  designed  for  throwing,  and  not  for 
spearing.  The  whole  apparatus  consists  of  several  dis- 
tinct parts,  which  may  be  described  separately.  They 
are  the  harpoon  itself,  the  harpoon-line,  and  the  float- 
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HARPOON  OF  THE  MOST   NORTHERN   KSKIMOS. 

bag,  corresponding  to  the  wooden  cask  of  the  sword- 
fisher. 

The  harpoon  is  made  up  of  a  shaft  and  point  diflfering 
in  no  material  respect  from  the  spear  already  described. 
The  point  is  somewhat  rounder  and  attached  to  the 
shaft  by  the  means  already  detailed,  but  is  blunt  at  its 
extremity.  To  it  is  added  an  extra  detachable  tip, 
almost  invariably  shod  with  iron.  The  iron  is  usually 
a  piece  of  knife-blade,  an  old  hoop,  or  other  fragment 
which  has  by  chance  fallen  into  the  possession  of  the 
Eskimo.  This  is  ground  with  infinite  labor  to  a  point 
and  firmly  riveted  in  a  slit  in  the  ivory.  The  point  of  the 
harpoon  fits  into  a  hole  in  the  back  of  the  tip,  the  ivory 
being  cut  away  from  one  of  its  sides  in  such  a  manner 
tliat  if  the  shaft  is  bent  over  on  one  side,  the  tip  comes 
off,  but  if  ]iressed  to  the  opposite  side,  the  whole  ivory  tip 
can  be  manipulated  as  a  single  piece.     To  this  tip  the 
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line  is  fastened  throngh  the  hole  in  the  ivory,  as  shown 
in  the  illnstration. 

The  line,  which  is  very  strong,  is  almost  ahva\  s  a 
single  piece  of  walrus-hide,  obtained  by  making,  with 
great  care,  a  spiral  cut  commencing  at  the  neck  and  end- 


IIARI'OON-TII'S,  CAl'K  YORK. 

ing  near  the  hind  flippers.  This  strip,  frequently  one 
hundred  feet  in  length,  is  then  twisted  and  worked  in 
blubber  oil  until  perfectly  pliable.  The  line  is  neatlv 
coiled  up  and  laid  on  a  sort  of  bracket  or  framework 
which  is  erected  immediately  in  front  of  the  kajaker,  tlie 
harpoon  resting  in  leather  thongs  by  its  side.  To  the 
extremity  of  the  line  is  attached  a  float  composed  of  the 
entire  skin  of  a  seal  dressed  and  worked  in  oil.  Even- 
aperture  in  the  hide  is  carefully  closed  with  plugs  of 
ivory  grooved  so  as  to  hold  the  ligature  with  which  the 
skin  is  bound,  and  made  absolutely  air-  and  water-tight. 
One,  however,  is  merely  stopped  with  a  wooden  plug,  so 
that  the  bag  may  be  ^^adily  inflated.  This  bag  is  placed 
in  a  convenient  position  on  the  deck  of  the  kajak,  and  so 
arranged  that,  while  safe  from  accidental  disturbance,  it 
can  be  released  instanth'. 

The  shaft  of  the  harpoon  is  more  carefully  constructed 
than  that  of  the  spear,  and  has  near  its  end  a  most  i  ige- 
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nior.s  throwing  device.     This  consists  of  a  flat  or  nearly 
flat  piece  of  wood  about  two  feet  in  length,  which  may 


HARPOON  OF'  THE  DlSKf)  NATIVES,  SHOWINfJ  THE  THROWING  STK  K. 

be  called  a  handle  or  throwing  piece.  In  the  end  of  this 
is  a  hole,  into  which  fits  a  curved  peg  of  ivory  on  the 
shaft  of  t..e  harpoon,  vhile  the  other  end  is  so  carved  as 
to  furnish  a  comfortable  grasp  for  the  hand. 

In  using  this  implement  on  a  seal  the  kajaker  grasps 
the  harpoon  firmly  in  his  right  hand,  releases  his  seal- 
skin float,  and  with  his  left  hand  steadies  the  boat  by 
means  of  the  paddle  placed  crosswise  on  the  surface  of 
the  water.  The  throwing  piece  is  held  firmly  in  the 
hand,  while  two  fingers  only  grasp  the  shaft.  Raising 
the  arm,  the  weapon  is  hurled  with  remarkable  accuracy 
and  to  a  very  great  distance.  The  handle  becomes  de- 
tached and  remains  grasped,  while  the  shaft  receives  the 
whole  momentum  imparted  through  the  ivory  pin  by 
which  it  is  connected;  the  speed  attained  is  such    that 


HARPOON-TIP,   niSKO. 


one  hundred  feet  is  not  an  extraordinary  distance  at 
which  the  Eskimo  essays  the  killing  of  a  seal.  The  line 
instantly  uncoils,  the  air-bag  follows,  and'  the  animal  is 
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almost  invariably  secured.  Diving,  it  seeks  to  escape, 
but  its  first  movement  dislodges  the  shaft,  which,  with  its 
ivory  point,  floats  away  unharmed.  The  Eskimo's  fust 
object  is  to  secure  this  precious  portion  of  his  worldlv 
possessions.     He  afterward  follows  the  track  left  bv  tlie 

air-bag,  sure  that  his  pay 
cannot  escape.  The  seal, 
being  unable  to  drag  the 
bag  beneath  the  water,  is 
almost  certain  to  be  captured, 
Drovided  the  harpoon-licad 
has  been  securely  fastened, 
though  many  thrusts  with 
the  spear  may  be  necessary  to 
finally  despatch  the  animal. 
An  air-bag  similar  to  the  one 
shown  in  the  illustration  is 
then  attached  to  the  carcass,  and  the  Eskimo  proceeds  to 
hunt  for  another  victim. 

The  circumstances  are  quite  different  in  hunting  the 
walrus,  which,  when  attacked,  is  one  of  the  fiercest  of 
animals.  Instead  of  endeavoring  to  escape,  it  almost  in- 
variably turns  on  those  who  dare  to  molest  it.  A  kajak- 
er  never  disturbs  one  except  when  it  is  near  the  edi^e 
of  an  ice-floe,  for  the  infuriated  animal  would  destroy  the 
frail  boat  and  certainly  kill  his  assailant  if  the  latter  did 
not  escape  to  a  more  stable  element.  Like  other  marine 
animals,  when  struck  by  a  harpoon  the  walrus  ''sounds" 
or  dives  to  the  bottom.  The  kajaker  takes  this  opportu- 
nity to  reach  the  floe,  gathering  on  his  way  the  harpoon- 
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sliail  and  air-ba"^.  Arrived  on  the  floe,  he  plants  his 
sjKai  firmly  in  the  ice,  and,  winding  his  line  abont  it, 
prdcieds  to  "play"  the  walrns  exactly  as  a  scientific 
fi^Iu  rnian  plays  a  trout.  The  walrus  must  come  up  to 
brcaUie,  and  the  untutored  savage  sees  to  it  that  it  can 
onlv  arise  within  striking  distance  from  the  ice;  a  savage 
til  rust  from  a  spear  sends  it  down  again,  exhausted  by 
another  bleeding  wound  and  a  deprivation  of  air.  Finally 
it  dies,  either  from  loss  of  blood  or  drowning,  and  is 
dmj^ged  out  with  infinite  labor  and  all  the  gratification 
that  a  triumph  of  intellect  over  brute  strength  can  afford, 
added  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  capture  of  a  most  valuable 
prize  in  a  country  where  blubber,  hide,  ivor\-,  meat,  and 
bones  are  the  only  things  worth  living  for. 

In  endeavoring  to  obtain  some  of  these  spears  and 
harpoons  the  natives  were  willing  enough  to  let  us  have 
the  ivory  parts,  but  would  not  on  any  account  part  with 
the  wooden  shaft  unless  wood  was  given  in  return. 
They  prized  wood  above  any  other  material,  and  the 
value  of  that  article  was  rendered  evident  by  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  spear-shafts  were  made  up  of  a  number 
of  pieces  tightly  bound  together  to  make  a  single  stick 
of  sufficient  length. 

Among  other  interesting  articles  obtained  from  these 
Cape  York  natives  were  a  bone  thimble,  some  children's 
toys  made  of  ivory,  and  tokens  or  charms  worn  by  the 
adults.  The  bone  thimble  resembled  our  metal  ones, 
and  had  evidently  been  made  for  sewing  with  ordinary 
steel  needles  which  had  probably  been  obtained  from 
some  visiting  whaler.     The  native  needle  is  a  thin  flat 
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piece  of  bone  about  four  inches  long  and  an  eighth  of  an 
inch  broad,  with  an  eye  in  the  end.  In  using  these,  of 
course,  no  thimble  is  necessary,  as  they  are  grasped  in 


"  nuzz  SAW"  OK  "  ni'i.i.  roarer." 

the  hand  and  thrust  through  the  skin  instead  of  being 
pushed  with  the  finger. 

The  toys  were  small  pieces  of  ivory  or  bone,  an  inch 
or  two  long,  cut  to  resemble  a  seal,  bear,  dog,  or  even  a 
person. 

Another  toy  was  composed  of  a  flat  piece  of  ivory 
about  three  inches  long  with  two  holes  near  the  centre. 
A  leather  cord  was  passed  through 
these  holes  and  the  ends  grasped 
in  each  hand;  on  twisting  the 
cord  and  then  pulling  its  ends 
the  piece  of  ivory  was  made  to 
spin  around  rapidly,  first  one  way 
and  then  another,  just  as  do 
our  boys  with  a  round  box-lid 
and  string  in  the  juvenile  im- 
plement commonly  known  as  a 
"buzz  saw."  A  more  complicated 
toy  consisted  of  a  piece  of  ivory 
about  four  inches  long  and  an  inch  in  diameter,  with  a 


TOY    FOR     CUP-AND-BALL 
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cavity  in  its  upper  extremity.  To  tliis  piece  was  attaclK  d, 
by  a  cord,  a  smaller  one,  pointed  atone  end  and  biuiit  at 
the  other,  (xraspino^  the  smaller  piece  in  the  hand,  tln' 
larg^er  one  was  thrown  in  the  air  and  an  attempt  made 
to  catch  the  point  of  the  pin  in  the  hole  in  the  top. 
This,  of  course,  is  similar  to  our  common  cup-and-ball 


(^ 


CHARMS. 


toy,  the  only  difference  being  in  having  the  pointed  pin 
instead  of  a  ball. 

The  children  of  the  natives  in  Whale  Sound,  further 
north,  also  had  tovs  similar  to  those  obtained  bv  us  at 
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Cape  York.  vSoinc  of  the  adults  wore  various  articles 
made  of  bone  or  ivory  suspended  by  a  cord  around  lii.; 
neck.  One  of  these  was  rudely  shaped  like  a  man; 
others  consisted  of  the  teeth  of  various  animals;  while  one 
of  the  most  elaborate  was  composed  of  a  piece  of  ivory 
shaped  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  illustration,  a 
small  stone,  and  three  large  glass  beads.  These  neck- 
laces were  not  used  simply  as  ornaments,  but  rather  as 
charms,  for  their  owners  appeared  to  value  them  quite 
hi^dily,  and  only  parted  with  them  reluctantly.  The 
Cape  York  natives  evidently  see  white  men  at  times,  as 
more  evidences  of  iron  and  wood  were  found  here  than 
further  north,  and  the  possession  of  an  old  and  rusty  gun, 
stamped  with  the  name  of  a  whale-ship  to  which  it  had 
belonged,  was  found  among  their  effects  on  shore.  We 
gave  them  one  of  our  guns  and  some  ammunition  in  ex- 
change for  a  kajak,  a  sledge,  and  some  narwhal-horns. 
Needles,  knives,  and  bits  of  iron  were  rapidly  exchanged 
for  ivory,  spears,  and  lesser  curios.  Wood  for  making 
sledsres  and  the   framework  of  their  skin  boats  seemed 
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even  more  desired  by  them  than  iron,  and  the  small  frag- 
ments of  wood  of  which  many  of  their  implements  were 
constructed  showed  how  limited  was  their  supply  of  this 
necessary  article. 

The  last  thing  obtained  from  the  natives  in  the  way 
of  trading  was  a  young  Eskimo  dog.  This  was  evidently 
prized  very  highly  by  them,  and  was  only  parted  with 
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after  niucli  l)artcM-in};.  One  of  the  natives  walked  (.iit 
on  the  ice  to  the  ship,  liohlin^'^  tiie  puj)!))-  in  his  anus, 
tlien,  raising  it  up,  indicated  that  it  was  soniethinj;  vain- 
able,  and  wanted  to  know  what  we  wonUl  nivc.  I  i^ot 
one  of  the  sailors  to  nejj^otiate  for  it,  and  at  last,  after  w- 
fnsinj^  several  pieces  of  iron,  he  was  otTered  a  broken  oar 
and  the  lid  of  a  soap-box;  this  indticed  him  to  part  wiih 
it,  and  he  walked  off  in  triumph  with  his  wooden  acciuisi- 
tions,  while  I  retained  possession  of  the  pup.  On  exani- 
ininjj^  my  prize  I  found  him  to  be  a  dirty  white,  woolly 
little  animal  with  a  black  patch  on  the  side  of  his  head; 
he  was  about  ten  or  twelve  inches  long,  chubby  and  fat, 
with  a  peaked  nose,  erect  ears.  a.  '  bright  dark  eyes. 
He  had  sharp  little  teeth,  and,  as  .learly  as  we  could 
estimate  liis  age,  was  about  eight  or  ten  weeks  old.  lie 
was  stowed  below  with  the  sailors  in  the  forecastle,  and 
there  entertained  and  fed.  His  first  diet  was  condensed 
milk  and  oatmeal.  He  soon  became  acquainted  with  his 
surroundings,  and  began  excursions  on  his  own  account. 
Directing  his  attention  to  the  steps  leading  from  the  fore- 
castle up  to  the  deck,  it  was  not  long  before  he  succeeded 
in  making  his  way  to  the  less  restricted  and  lighter 
regions  above. 

Arriving  on  deck,  a  fresh  field  was  open  for  his  inves- 
tigation. The  first  results  were  made  known  to  us  by 
seeing  him  come  ambling  back  toward  the  after  part  of 
the  ship,  where  several  of  us  were  sitting,  his  nose  covered 
with  blood  and  his  woolly  body  full  of  feathers.  A  search 
was  immediately  instituted  to  discover  what  he  had  been 
at.     The  cause  was  soon  found.     In  the  bow  of  the  ship 
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wtTC  seen  the  inanj^lcd  icinains  of  several  highly-pri/.cd 
spiiiinc'iis  i)f  hinls  obtained  by  Professor  Holt.  On  dis- 
nivi.  riiij;  bis  loss,  tbe  professor  was  somewhat  chaj^rined, 
but  bore  bis  misfortune  with  philosophic  fortitude.    Hav- 


"  MKKKY.' 

\\v^  once  tasted  blood,  INIickey  (for  so  the  Eskimo  called 
him,  and  we  did  likewise)  continued  to  pursue  his  san- 
fjiiinary  way;  indeed,  his  tastes  enlarged  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  he  soon  ate  not  only  all  the  birds,  ducks,  and 
other  fresh  animal  food  that  he  could  get  hold  of,  Init 
also  potatoes,  bread,  biscuits,  and,  in  fact,  anything  that 
lie  could  swallow.  Things  that  he  could  not  worry  down 
lie  contented  himself  with  chewing.  Under  this  list 
came  such  articles  as  boots,  shoes,  clothing,  ropes,  and 
everything  else  above  decks  that  was  not  carefully  guarded. 
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The  actual  limit  of  his  appetite,  like  that  of  the  Eskimo 
of  whom  we  have  already  spoken,  was  never  definilrlv 
ascertained.  He  would  eat  and  eat  until  appareiulv 
double  his  ordinary  size,  and  still  appear  to  be  as  fam- 
ished as  ever.  On  the  voyage  home  Mickey  well  earned 
his  passage.  In  the  words  of  the  famous  Artemus  Ward, 
he  was  an  "amoosin  cuss."  His  playfulness  and  good- 
nature made  him  a  favorite  in  both  forecastle  and  cabin. 
The  ship's  cat  and  he  also  became  great  friends,  and 
played  quite  amicably  together.  He  was  a  true  puppy 
through  and  through,  and  though  born  and  reared  in  a 
region  of  perpetual  ice  and  snow,  was  just  as  playful  and 
interesting  as  any  in  warmer  lands.  He  increased  rapid- 
ly in  size,  intelligence,  and  activity,  and.  as  the  pet  of 
all,  received  an  amount  of  attention  that  would  certainly 
have  been  lacking  had  he  remained  in  his  Arctic  home. 


r    s 


tA 


^l 


'    '«! 


If;    ,  ■  i 

;  :'| 

:\   '^'^^^ 

W 

:^4- 

AVHHj] 

11 

~'i^9S^'' 


CHAPTER   XIII. 


AsCKNDixc  THE  Iron  MorNTAiNs. — (iuKiCNLAXD  Glaciers. — 
Again  ox  our  way  Home. — Throigh  Waigate  Chan- 
Ni'K. — A  Glorious  Sunset. — SEARcmxci  for  Coal  De- 
posits. 

AwS  time  was  passinj^  rapidly,  we  were  anxious  to  start 
-  ou  our  way  south,  and  only  awaited  better  weather. 
The  last  day  of  our  stop  at  Cape  York  was  misty  and 
raiiiv.  Nevertheless,  Professor  Heilprin  determined  to 
utili/.e  it  in  ascending  what  are  known  as  the  Iron  Moun- 
tains. On  the  map  they  are  designated  as  mountain.s, 
though  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  they  reach  to  an  alti- 
tude of  two  thousand  feet.  They  w?re  discovered  by 
Ross.  He  found  the  natives  in  the  possession  of  rudely- 
fashioned  iron  impleiiicnts,  some  of  which  are  still  pre- 
served in  the  British  Museum.  From  what  information 
he  could  gather  from  the  natives  Ross  was  convinced 
that  they  tliem.selves  had  manufactured  the  iron  from 
masses  found  in  the  mountains  back  from  the  coast.  It 
seem:  highly  improbable  that  this  primitive  race  .should 
have  discovered  the  art  of  iron-making,  but,  so  far,  it  has 
been  impo.ssible  to  account  for  the  iron  on  any  other 
theory;  for  there  is  no  known  communication  of  the 
dwellers  in  the  .southern  part  of  Greenland  with  those 
above  INIelville  Bay,  and  the  whalers  had  not,  at  the  time 
of  Ross's  visit,  commenced  to  make  the  perilous  voyage 
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to  IvcUicaster  Sound.  In  view  of  the  relic  of  the  Ha-  es 
expedition  already  referred  to,  which  had  been  preser\  i d 
for  over  thirt\'  years,  it  did  not  seem  to  ns  inipossil)le 
that  the  iron  implements  which  Captain  Ross  found  in 
their  possession  were  made  from  fragments  of  iron  found 
on  wreckage  which  had  floated  to  their  shores  and  txrn 
battered  into  shape  by  the  aborigines.  On  account  of 
this  uncertainty  we  were  anxious  to  discover  whetlkr 
any  trace  of  iron  manufacture  existed,  and  the  inter- 
est was  redoubled  when,  in  a  skin  tent,  was  found  a 
heavy  stone  evidently  containing  iron.  While  it  proved 
to  be  only  a  form  of  iron  pyrites  of  very  poor  quality,  it 
still  seemed  to  indicate  the  presence  of  the  metal,  and 
the  natives,  when  questioned  as  to  its  origin,  undoul)t- 
edly  pointed  to  the  high  land  back  from  the  coast.  In 
spite  of  the  cold,  driving  rain  and  sleet-storm,  it  was 
determined  to  ascend  the  mountains.  The  geologist  and 
botanist  with  two  Eskimos  constituted  the  explorin<^ 
party,  the  rest  preferring  the  comfort  of  the  ship's  cabin 
rather  than  face  the  disagreeable  weather  outside. 

Reaching  the  shore  by  crossing  over  the  ice,  the  little 
party  rapidly  ascended  a  small  knoll  which  marked  a 
spur  of  the  mountain,  and  began  to  climb  over  irregular 
rocks  covered  with  a  black  and  slippery  lichen.  The 
ascent  soon  became  very  difficult,  great  boulders  block- 
ing the  way  and  compelling  detour's  where  the  footin,<i- 
was  most  insecure.  The  storm  soon  changed  to  mix- 
ture of  snow  and  sleet  which  raged  with  all  the  fury  of  a 
gale  and  at  intervals  obscured  the  surroundings.  Occa- 
sional glimpses  of  the  ship,  lying  peacefully  at  anchor  in 
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the  !  ttle  cove  far  below,  served  as  a  guide  to  their  course, 
and  as  greater  heights  were  reached,  the  tops  of  three 
small  islands  which  laid  about  ten  miles  off  the  coast, 
south  of  Cape  York,  came  into  view.  Contrary  to  the 
experience  at  IMcCormick  Bay,  the  ascent  became  easier 
as  the  top  was  neared,  not  so  much,  however,  from  the 
lessening  of  the  steep  grade  of  the  mountain  as  on  ac- 
cotnit  of  the  better  footing.  The  black  lichen  disap- 
peared, as  did  also  the  large  glacier-worn  boulders,  and 
in  their  stead  were  hard  granite  rocks  and  finer  pebbles. 
(Gradually  almost  all  vegetation  disappeared,  and  soon 
a  comparatively  level  plain  of  stones  and  small  rocks 
was  leached,  easy  progress  then  being  made.  The 
heieht  indicated  bv  the  aneroid  barometer  was  about 
seventeen  hundred  feet.  No  sign  of  iron  or  iron-bear- 
ine  rock  was  observed.  The  stones  were  of  everv  vari- 
ety,  from  slate  and  sandstone  to  the  hardest  flint  and 
granite,  and  had  evidently  been  swept  to  their  position 
bv  friacier  action  alone.  Near  the  crest  was  found  a 
small  cairn.  It  seemed  to  have  been  built  by  human 
hands,  but  whether  civilized  or  savage  it  was  impossible 
to  determine.  In  spite  of  the  storm,  wliich  now  had 
redoubled  in  violence,  the  two  white  men  pressed  on 
alone,  for  the  Eskimos  had  refused  to  continue  up  to  the 
crest,  and  had  seemed  to  indicate  by  their  cries  and  mo- 
tions that  it  was  dangerous  to  do  so.  They  never  ven- 
ture into  the  interior,  nor  even  visit  the  ice  cap,  as  to 
them  it  is  the  abiding-place  of  evil  spirits  and  demons, 
and  inspires  them  with  terror.  The  ice  cap,  which  did 
not  differ  in  any  particular,  as  far  as  could  be  seen,  from 
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tliat  at  McCormick  Bay,  was  soon  reached,  and  from  it 
two  glaciers  were  seen  projecting  into  the  sea. 

The  method  of  the  formation  of  the  Greenland  glaciers 
was  here  admirably  illnstrated.  As  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  to  the  north,  the  north-east,  and  north-west,  lav 
an  almost  level  sheet  of  ice,  the  prodnct  of  centnries  of 
wanters.  This  covered  all  the  natnral  ineqnalities  of  the 
gronnd,  and  served  as  the  great  source  of  supply  for  all 
the  glaciers  of  the  coast.  It  is  only  where  spurs  of  land 
run  to  the  sea,  similar  to  the  one  that  was  ascended,  that 
the  underlying  rock  is  visible,  and  even  this  is  partially 
covered  bv  the  debris  left  bv  the  retreating  ice  sheet.  In 
reality,  all  Greenland  may  be  said  to  be  one  great  glacier, 
and  the  thousands  of  so-called  glaciers,  many  of  which 
are  twenty  or  more  miles  across  their  face,  are  merelv 
prolongations  to  the  water's  edge  of  this  enormous  mass 
of  ice  and  snow. 

It  was  useless  to  press  onward,  for  the  sleet  obscured 
almost  all  natural  features,  an;'  n  retreat  was  made  down 
what  had  evidently  been  an  ancient  glacier-bed,  but  was 
now  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  moss  and  other  veg- 
etation. Here  the  botanist  found  a  rich  assortment  of 
plants  as  a  reward  for  his  labors  and  the  disagreeable 
weather  that  had  been  encountered.  Large  patches  of 
red  snow  were  crossed,  and  finally  the  beach  was  attained 
near  the  spur,  on  the  opposite  side  of  which  the  ship  was 
anchored.  Here  was  found  an  immense  natural  harbor, 
the  cliffs  rising  perpendicularly  to  a  great  height,  forming 
a  natural  basin  with  a  contracted  entrance.  The  spur  of 
land  was  crossed  with  some  difficulty,  and  the  ship  reached 
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after  nearly  four  hours  of  constant  but  interesting  toil. 
TIk-  object  of  the  trip,  the  discovery  of  iron  or  iron-bear- 
in<4  locks,  was  not  accomplished,  but  a  far  more  satisfac- 
tor\-  knowledge  of  the  natural  configuration  of  the  ground 
was  obtained  than  would  have  been  possible  by  observ- 
ing it  from  the  decks  of  the  ship;  a  quantity  of  valuable 
nuiterial  was  also  gathered. 

vSoon  after  the  return  of  the  mountain  party  the  ship 
was  prepared  to  start.  The  fog,  which  had  been  almost 
constant  during  our  stay  of  a  day  and  a  half,  at  last  light- 
ened, and  now  and  then,  through  occasional  rifts  in  the 
clouds,  open  water  could  be  seen  to  the  southward.  The 
few  lingering  natives  were  told  to  leave  the  vessel,  and 
it  was  only  as  the  ice-anchors  v  ere  brought  aboard  that 
the  last  one  reluctantly  wended  his  way  over  the  side. 
"  Sar-pook,  sar-pook "  (good-by,  good-by),  they  cried, 
as  we  slowl}'  left  their  dreary  home,  mysterious  people 
of  a  mysterious  land. 

In  sharp  contrast  to  the  long  struggle  northward 
through  Melville  Bay  was  our  southern  trip  over  the 
same  waters.  On  the  northern  journey  we  had  encoun- 
tered a  vast  and  almost  continuous  sheet  of  ice,  which 
seemed  as  permanent  as  the  eternal  hills.  On  the  south- 
ern trip  we  found  open  water,  with  only  an  occasional 
iceberg  to  remind  us  of  the  great  floes  and  ice  masses  we 
had  met  with  a  few  weeks  before.  Constant  fog  and 
head  winds,  however,  delayed  the  vessel,  and  our  prog- 
ress was  particularly  slow.  We  ran  well  out  from  land, 
but  still  in  view  of  the  higher  headlands.  The  Horse's 
Head,  a  most  peculiarly  shaped  point  of  land,  and  Red 
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Head,  another  conspicuous  point,  were  the  only  (Mies 
definitely  recognized  until  Devil's  Thumb  was  readied. 
We  had  hoped  to  land  and  examine  the  latter  curious 
formation,  but  no  attempt  was  made  on  account  ot  ihe 
storminess  of  the  weather.  Upernavik  was  passed  at 
midnight;  we  did  not  stop,  but  continued  on  our  way 
down  the  coast. 

The  next  day  found  the  atmosphere  still  thick,  wiili 
a  heav>-  sea  running,  and  the  ship  was  hove  to  all  the 
afternoon  in  the  neighborhood  of  Kingartak  Island,  which 
is  west  of  Svarten  Huk  Peninsula.  This  great  and  almost 
unknown  bodv  of  land  lies  north  of  Disko  Island.  The 
impossibility  of  making  progress  against  the  heavy  wind 
and  sea  tempted  Captain  Pike  to  enter  a  fiord  on  the 
Svarten  Huk  in  search  of  easy  anchorage.  The  fiord  is  un- 
marked on  the  map  except  by  dotted  lines,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  we  would  name  it  "  Pike  Fiord  "  in  honor  of 
our  veteran  commander.  Its  entrance  is  about  two  miles 
wide  and  protected  from  the  sea  by  a  small  island  which 
divides  it  into  two  passages;  through  either  of  these  a 
ship  can  easily  enter.  Inside  of  this  natural  harbor  is  a 
wide,  roughly  irregular  bay,  protected  on  both  sides  by 
high  mountains,  to  whose  bleak,  dark  sides  the  peninsula 
owes  its  name.  Here  we  found  a  good  anchorage  in 
twenty  fathoms  of  water,  the  bottom  being  mud  mixed 
with  sand.  The  wind  still  blew  fiercely,  but  as  the  ship 
was  now  safe,  we  determined  to  remain  until  it  moder- 
ated. Some  went  ashore,  and  were  well  repaid  for  the 
rather  rough  passage  across  the  bay.  A  river  was  found, 
emptying  into  the  upper  end  of  the  fiord;  here  a  landing 
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was  effected  without  difficulty,  and  a  t»-eneral  exploration 
bc;;an. 

Flowers  grew  on  every  side  in  the  greatest  abundance 
and  beauty.  There  were  evident  signs  of  game,  and 
hunters  and  naturalists  alike  trudged  off  in  search  of 
specimens.  The  land  rose  rather  abruptly,  and  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  beach  the  river  was  found  to  be  rush- 
ing through  a  narrow,  rugged  gorge,  nuiking  a  series  of 
cascades  of  surpassing  beauty  as  it  leaped  from  rock  to 
rock  and  fell  into  a  pool  beneath.  Having  seen  at  Ciod- 
havn  some  salmon-trout  which  had  been  caught  by  the 
natives,  one  of  our  companions  essayed  fly-fishing.  The 
water  was  icy  cold,  and  no  sign  of  animal  or  vegetable 
life  was  to  be  seen  in  its  depths;  however,  he  whipped  the 
stream  industriously  with  various  flies  and  even  the  na- 
tive mosquito,  which  was  there  a  large  and  lively  pest, 
but  without  success. 

h^arther  up  the  river  again  widened,  and  a  large  plain, 
lying  between  the  frowning  mountains,  appeared.  Here 
also  a  rich  harvest  of  flowers  was  gathered,  and  every 
once  in  a  while  a  beautiful  ptarmigan  would  be  started. 
vSeveral  of  the  latter  were  shot.  They  seemed  very  bold, 
and  did  not  hesitate  to  scold  the  hunter  vigorously  for 
iiUruding  ou  their  domain,  showing  that  they  were  sel- 
dom if  ever  disturbed  by  man.  A  diligent  but  unavail- 
ing search  was  made  for  their  nests,  and  a  few  coveys  of 
young  birds  were  seen  at  a  distance;  they  were  fully 
fledged  and  much  more  timid  than  the  older  birds.  Two 
of  the  hunters  ascended  the  mountain,  but  found  nothing 
of  consequence  to  reward  their  toil.    Mr.  Kenealy  and  my- 
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self  went  for  some  distance  alono  the  sliore,  fnulin<;  ,ui 
abandoned  lint  and  ^ettin<>;  a  distinct  view  of  a  gla(;i.r 
which,  as  nsnal,  closed  the  end  of  the  fiord.  No  sio;ns  of 
the  recent  \isit  of  l{skinios  were  present.  A  deep  <>1()»mii 
])ervaded  this  nnfreqnented  spot,  which  neither  the  biids 
nor  the  flowers  relieved.  The  hi<>h  cliffs  were  almost 
black  in  line,  either  from  the  natnral  color  of  the  rocks 
or  the  dark  lichens,  and  a  few  glistening  white  icebergs 
served  only  to  intensify  the  deserted  appearance  of  the 
land. 

Some  time  during  the  night  the  weather  moderated, 
and,  making  our  way  out  of  Pike's  Fiord  by  the  soulli- 
ern  entrance,  our  course  was  shaped  for  the  Waigate 
Channel,  which  was  reached  on  the  morning  of  the  (Slh 
of  August.  We  entered  this  channel,  instead  of  .sailing 
outside,  in  order  to  examine  the  shores  for  evidences  of 
coal  deposits  which  were  said  to  exi.st  there.  This  sheet 
of  water  separates  Disko  Island  from  the  mainland,  and 
is  about  seven  miles  wide.  At  one  time  it  was  undoubt- 
edly a  fiord,  being  cut  through  to  Disko  Bay  at  a  later 
period  by  glacier  action,  thereby  forming  the  largest 
known  island  in  Greenland.  To  the  north  of  the  island, 
and  extending  from  the  mainland  far  into  the  sea,  is  a 
neck  of  land  known  as  the  Noursook  Peninsula.  P)0tli 
sides  of  the  Waigate  Channel  present  the  same  geograph- 
ical outline,  here  and  there  small  fiords  and  indentations 
characterizing  its  shores.  High  mountains  tower  above 
the  calm  and  placid  waters,  and  the  silence  is  only 
disturbed  by  falling  fragments  of  glaciers.  The  outline 
of  the  mountains  is  much  more  broken  and  irregular 
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than  is  that  of  tlie  mountains  of  more  northern  Grcen- 
lami,  and  tlie  peaks  and  pinnacles  add  greatly  to  its  gran- 
(Icnr.  The  lofty  mountain-tops,  partly  covered  with 
snow,  seen  in  the  beautiful,  clear  weather  and  warm  Arc- 
tic sunlight,  more  resembled  Alpine  scenery  than  is  usual 
in  the  Frigid  Zone.  On  all  sides  the  many  and  beauti- 
ful icebergs,  reflecting  the  rays  of  the  sun,  seemed  to  vie 
with  the  mountains  in  their  gorgeous  splendor. 

All  day  long  the  Kite  .steamed  .slowly  through  this 
enchanting  scenery,  but  it  was  only  late  at  night  that 
the  most  beautiful  and  interesting  phenomenon  of  all 
presented  itself  to  view.  At  this  stage  of  our  voyage 
the  sun  in  its  declination  had  perceptibly  diminished  the 
light  of  night,  and  though  not  yet  below  the  horizon, 
still  descended  enough  to  drop  behind  the  high  moun- 
tains of  the  Noursook  Peninsula,  thereby  making  a  most 
glorious  sunset.  The  bright  rays  illumined  the  sky  be- 
hind the  mountains,  forming  a  background  of  the  most 
brilliant  colorings  and  delicate,  changing  tones.  The 
fading  of  the  sunlight  continued  but  a  short  time,  and 
the  sun,  again  rising  higher,  overtopped  the  mountains, 
and  the  dawn  of  the  next  morning  was  upon  us.  The 
gradual  merging  of  the  lovely  sunset  with  the  splendor 
of  the  coming  morn  completed  this  most  charming  of 
da\s  in  Greenland. 

The  fine  weather,  which  continued  the  next  day, 
added  to  our  enjoyment.  We  had  had  almost  a  week 
of  fog  before  reaching  the  Waigate,  but  there  were  few 
regrets  now  for  the  delay,  as,  had  we  experienced  the 
same  weather  inside  the  channel  as  had  fallen  to  our  lot 
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on  the  open  sea,  the  lieauty  of  our  surroundino^s  wi  .](] 
have  been  shut  out  from  view.  The  scenery  of  m; 
mountains,  althou<;li  not  so  imposing-  as  that  of  in- 
previous  day,  was  hei<;htened  by  tlie  increased  nuiiii  ir 
and  magnificence  of  the  icebergs.  As  the  ship  wo,  id 
slowly  wend  its  way  through  the  narrow  channels  'dc- 
tween  them  (so  close  together  were  they),  we  could  scl* 
many  miniature  cascades  falling  over  the  sides.  Tlie 
warm  sun,  melting  the  snow  on  their  tops,  formed  sin, ill 
lakes  or  reservoirs,  the  overflow  of  which,  trickling  down, 
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fell  into  the  sea.  The  course  of  the  Kile  was  now- 
directed  close  along  the  eastern  shores  of  Disko  Island, 
in  order  that  a  good  view  could  be  had  of  its  rocky  sides. 
At  times,  when  its  geological  formation  indicated  the 
possible  presence  of  coal,  one  of  the  ship's  boats  would 
take  the  geologist  ashore  for  a  closer  inspection;  but  no 


THE    VOYAGE  OF  THE  KITE, 


195 


car'i^oiiiferous  fossils  were  found.  Soon  the  shore-line 
be.  ui  to  assume  a  more  level  aspect,  and  a  long,  shelv- 
ing l)cach  was  discovered  dead  ahead.  As  the  water  was 
nouced  to  be  shoalino;  rapidly  the  ship's  head  was  turned 
out  into  the  channel;  but  it  was  too  late:  .she  had  hardly 
answered  her  helm  before  we  grounded.  The  engines 
wi  re  at  once  put  hard  astern,  but  to  no  ])urpose:  the  Kite 
wa-^  fast  aground.  The  lead-line  showed  less  than  three 
fathoms  of  water  and  a  bottom  of  hard  white  sand.  Here 
wf  v.ere,  beyond  the  reach  of  any  assistance,  with  so 
little  coal  and  ballast  that  even  were  it  possible  to  re- 
move it,  the  ship  would  only  have  been  lightened  a  few 
inches.  Our  situation  was  indeed  a  critical  one,  and 
preparations  were  immediately  made  to  work  the  vessel 
off.  An  anchor  with  a  long  hawser  was  taken  in  a 
whale-boat  and  dropped  some  distance  astern;  the  other 
extremity  being  attached  to  the  steam-winch  on  the  ves- 
sel, an  effort  was  made,  by  winding  up  the  line,  to  pull 
the  ship  into  deeper  water,  but  after  several  futile  at- 
tempts this  was  abandoned.  We  were  truly  fast,  and 
our  only  hope  of  escape  lay  in  the  possibility  that  we 
had  grounded  at  low  water,  and  the  rising  tide  would 
float  us  off.  The  mate  was  sent  ashore  to  ascertain  the 
condition  of  the  tide,  and  he  returned  with  the  grateful 
information  that  it  was  a  couple  of  feet  below  high-water 
mark;  so  we  waited  for  its  rising  before  making  any 
further  efforts.  This  was  the  first  mishap  that  had  oc- 
curred to  us  on  our  return  trip,  and  some  of  the  more 
superstitious  sailors  attributed  it  to  the  presence  of  the 
Eskimo  skulls  which  had  been  obtained  further  north. 
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While  waiting,  wc  observed,  from  the  deck  of  the  -'.ipj 
some  smoke  arisiii*;  fiom  a  hut  situated  on  a  immu;  of 
laud  opposite  to  wliere  we  had  grounded.  In  a  lew 
minutes  several  natives  were  seen  coming  down  to  ilic 
beach,  having  evidently  made  the  smoke  to  attract  our 
attention  and  let  us  know  of  their  presence;  lanncliiiiL,^ 
their  kajaks  and  getting  in,  they  paddled  rapidly  toward 
us,  and  were  soon  aboard.  We  found  them  to  be  natixcs 
from  the  settlement  of  Godhavn  who  were  there  on  a 
hunting  expedition.  By  signs  they  gave  us  to  under- 
stand that  the  tide  would  soon  rise  and  float  the  sliip; 
this  aided  in  relieving  our  anxiety  somewhat  on  that 
score.  They  greedily  devoured  some  food  that  was  given 
them,  and  afterward,  on  being  shown  a  piece  of  coal,  in- 
dicated that  they  knew  what  it  was  and  where  some 
could  be  found.  As  we  had  considerable  time  yet  to 
wait  for  the  rising  tide,  a  few  of  us  went  ashore,  accom- 
panied by  one  of  the  natives  who  had  signified  his  will- 
ingness to  act  as  guide  and  show  us  where  the  deposit 
"was  located.  Professor  Heilprin  and  the  native  started 
out  to  search  for  it,  while  the  rest  of  us  stayed  along  the 
shore  and  awaited  their  return.  The  land  at  this  point 
rose  gradually  from  the  water's  edge  for  a  distance  of 
about  three  miles,  the  beach  being  composed  of  sand 
and  gravel.  As  one  advanced  inland  the  surface  became 
rougher,  being  covered  with  rocks  and  boulders.  We 
found  some  ptarmigan  which  were  quite  tame  and  ran 
slowly  away  as  they  were  approached.  iV  number  of 
foxes  also  were  seen,  but  they  were  more  shy,  and  dis- 
appeared in  the  crevices  and  holes  in  the  rocks  as  we  drew 
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m;a.  Iii  t^vo  or  three  liours  tlic  professor  returned,  stat- 
in.; that  Ills  investij^ation  luul  not  been  very  satistaetory. 
Hr  liad  travelled  two  or  three  miles  inland  and  tonnd 
siMiie  cool,  hut  it  was  of  so  poor  a  character,  in  such 
small  amounts,  and  so  inaccessible  as  to  render  the  de- 
posit of  little  value.  By  this  time  we  saw  that  the  crew 
had  succeeded  in  o;cttin<j^  the  vessel  off,  and  she  was 
steaming  to  deeper  waters;  so  we  j^ot  aboard,  and  the 
Kite  once  more  started  on  her  vo\age. 
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At  Godhavn  once  iMork. — MeticoritivS. — The  Land  of  Drso- 
LAiiox.— Taking  on  Bai^i^ast. — On  the  Open  Sea. — Xk.ht 
Begins. — Oee  the  Coast  oe  Labrador. — Approachinc, 
St.  John's. — Our  Reception. — A  Review  of  the  Trip. 

STEAMING  around  the  south-eastern  extremity  of 
Disko  island,  we  entered  the  fiord  on  which  Godhavii 
is  situated.  As  we  were  Hearing  the  settlement  Inspector 
Andersen  passed  us  in  his  large  boat,  rowed  by  eight  or 
ten  natives.  He  was  leaving  Godhavn  to  make  his 
annual  visit  to  the  adjacent  settlements,  which  were  under 
his  supervision.  He  waved  us  a  friendly  farewell,  but 
did  not  stop,  and  in  the  early  morning  of  August  loth 
the  /\//e  once  more  dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  God- 
havn. Mr.  Carstens  soon  came  out  to  the  ship  and 
heartily  welcomed  us.  He  told  us  that  the  long  south- 
west storm  which  we  had  encountrred,  followed  by 
heavy  winds,  had  also  been  experienced  at  Godhavn,  and 
that  he  and  his  associates  had  botli  feared  that  it  would 
be  too  much  for  the  /v7"/^',  and  that  they  would  never  see 
us  again. 

The  natives  too  came  aboard,  but,  after  our  experi- 
ences with  the  aV  original  racp  further  north,  they  scarcely 
interested  us,  and  tlie  few  trifles  they  had  to  sell  brought 
them  but  little  return. 
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The  Kite  was  forced  to  take  on  ballast  at  this  port,  for 
the  consiiinption  of  coal  and  the  removal  of  the  effects  of 
the  I'cary  party  had  so  li<^litened  her  as  to  render  her 
almost  unmanageable  in  a  head  wind  and  sea.  A  num- 
ber <)1  the  natives  were  engaged  to  gather  ballast  for  us, 
and  it  was  evident,  from  the  leisurely  mani.f.r  in  which 
thev  set  about  it,  that  we  would  have  to  remain  at  least 
two  (hns  in  port.  This  nevs  was,  however,  welcome  to 
all,  for  after  our  long  isolation  even  Godhavn  looked  like 
home,  and  we  were  content  to  enjoy  the  pleasant  com- 
panionship of  the  officials.  The  naturalisvs  were  soon  on 
their  collecting  tours,  some  to  the  Red  River,  and  some 
to  the  island  of  Godhavn.  Professor  Heilprin,  accom- 
panied by   Mr.   Ashhurst,  liired  a  large  native  boat  or 
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umiak,  with  its  crew  of  seven  Eskimos,  and  started  for 
I'vifak,  a  desolate  piece  of  land  some  twenty-four  miles 
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from  (iodliavn,  where  was  said  to  be  the  remains  f  a 
meteorite.  This  .o-called  meteorite  eonsists  of  an  a,L,,;:e- 
gation  of  nnmerons  masses  of  nearly  ])nre  iron  which  ;ire 
fonnd  imbedded  in  the  Ixisaltie  rock.  The  kirgest  iVac- 
ment  was  removed  several  }-ears  ago  by  a  special  e.\|K(h- 
tion  sent  ont  for  the  pnrpose  by  the  Swedish  governnu nt. 
The  whole  had  been  estimated  to  have  weiglied  4<i,j(>() 
pounds.  vSeveral  smaller  fragments  were  known  to  exist, 
and  it  was  thought  highly  desirable  to  recover  soni-.  of 
these  if  it  was  possible  to  do  so. 

The  journey  was  long  and  tedious,  for  therudel\-iMn- 
structed  umiak  was  slow,  aud,  in  spite  of  the  hard  and 
steady  work  of  the  natives,  it  was  eight  hours  before  'lie 
place  was  reached.  Here  was  found  a  large  meteoric 
fragment  (now  in  the  Museum  of  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences),  and  a  little  searching  discovered  several  smaller 
stones.  They  were  all  irregularly-rounded  masses  liav- 
ing  marks  of  fusion  on  their  exterior,  and  were  composed 
almost  entirely  of  native  iron.  These  facts  seemed  to 
point  directly  to  a  celestial  origin.  Nevertheless,  the 
geologist  found  reason  to  think  that  they  were  not  true 
meteorites,  but  were  terrestrial  fornia*^ions  which  had 
been  thrown  or  carried  to  the  location  in  which  Ihev 
were  found  by  volcanic  or  other  phenomena.  In  anv 
case,  the  discovery  was  a  most  important  one,  and  the 
specimens  were  regarded  as  being  among  the  most  inter- 
esting and  valuable  of  all  gathered  in  the  course  of  llie 


vo\'age. 


The    evening   shades   were    becoming    more   e\ident 
now,  aud  we  greeted  with    delight  the  first  star  wliieli 
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we  had  seen  for  more  than  a  month;  it  was  shininj^  over 
the  nigh  hills  of  Disko.  The  new  moon  also  was  faintly 
vi.sii)le  in  the  clear  evening  sky.  We  were  glad  to  light 
th(  'amps  again  in  the  dim  little  cabin,  and  here  we 
aauiered  abont  ISIr.  Carstens  while  he  imparted  to  us  his 
knowledge  of  Greenland  history  and  customs.  His  fund 
of  information  was  very  extensive,  and  he  was  able  to  in- 
form us  on  many  points  not  referred  to  in  the  books. 
Much  of  what  was  related  has  already  been  told  in  de- 
scribing the  social  life  and  folk-lore  of  Greenland.  He 
added,  however,  many  points  in  relation  to  tlie  history  of 
Greenland  which  may  briefly  be  recounted  here. 

Greenland,  "The  Land  of  Desolation."  as  it  was  well 
called  by  Hayes,  was  discovered  by  Eric  the  Red.  Eric 
was  a  turbulent  nobleman  who,  banished  from  Denmark, 
and  later  from  Iceland,  sailed  westward  to  the  coast  of 
(ireenland,  to  which  he  gave  its  somewhat  deceptive 
title.  It  is  related  in  the  old  chronicles  that  he  gave  it 
that  name  with  the  direct  intention  to  deceive  and  de- 
fraud, hoping  that  "  a  fair  name"  might  tempt  colonists 
to  settle.  The  voyagers  all  regretted  that  the  exigencies 
of  the  trip  prevented  our  stopping  at  Friedricksliaab, 
where  the  remains  of  old  Eric's  buildings  are  still  stand- 
ino-,  after  a  lapse  of  over  nine  hundred  years;  for  the  voy- 
age of  Eric  was  made  about  the  year  986.  The  story  of 
the  settlement  he  made  has  often  been  told.  The  poor 
people  whom  he  persuaded  to  settle  in  his  "fair  land" 
lived  for  a  time  peacefully  and  with  some  comfort;  but 
there  were  many  drawbacks  to  their  welfare.  They  had 
to  depend   almost  entirely  for   supplies  of  certain   ma- 
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terials,  notabh-  wood  and  iron,  on  vessels  which,  for  st  v- 
eral  years,  came  from  Iceland.     On  one  occasion,  one  or 
two  years  having  passed  withont  snpplies  being  sent,  the 
relief  vessel  found  only  their  bones.     They  were  the  first 
victims  of  the  Eskimos,  and,  as  far  as  known,  the  last. 
What  had  happened  was  unknown,  but  it  is  supposed 
that  the  Skrallers  or  Howlers,  as  the  natives  were  called, 
from  the  horrid  noise  they  made  at  night,  had  slaughtered 
them  after  their  numbers  had  been  reduced  by  famine. 
The  land,  after  this,  lay  idle  and  unoccupied  by  white  in- 
habitants for  hundreds  of  years,  but  at  last  was  settled 
again,  originally  as  a  penal  colony,  and  later,  since  the 
year  1774,  as  the  personal  property  of  the  Crown  of  Den- 
mark.    This  it  still  is,  and  "  trespassers  are  forbidden." 
We  learned  this  after  we  had  committed  the  crime  of  land- 
ing on  the  northern  trip,  but  as  the  oflfence  was  only  a 
venial  one,  no  punishment  was  inflicted  on  us.     Denmark 
claims  jurisdiction  over  Greenland  up  to  the  73d  parallel 
of  north  latitude.     Above  that  it  is  no  man's  land,  and, 
indeed,  any  nation  iiiight  easily  gain  Denmark's  consent 
to  an  abdication  of  its  rights  to  southern  Greenland,  for 
we  were  informed,  on  highly  trustworthy  authority,  that 
it  has  ceased  to  be  a  source  of  income,  and  were  it  not  for 
the  fostering  care  which  Denmark  has  exercised  over  the 
natives  of  Greenland,  there  is  little  doubt  but  they  would 
soon  become  extinct.     The  Eskimo  population  last  year 
numbered  ten  thousand  and  thirty,  a  decrea.se  of  seven 
from  the  year  before;  and  a  steady  diminution  continues 
in  spite  of  the  .systematic  care  and  support  which  the 
government  so  generously  extends  to  them.     It  is  prob- 
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able  lluit  there  are  but  few  Kskinios  north  of  Melville 
liav.  Captain  Ross  many  years  ago  calculated  their 
minrocr  at  but  two  hundred,  and  the  estimates  of  Arctic 
voyagers  since  his  time  have  not  exceeded  it.  We  saw 
not  over  one  hundred  at  both  Whale  Sound  and  Cape 
York,  and  but  one  other  native  settlement  is  known. 
This  is  a  small  village  called  Etah,  situated  on  Hartstene 
I5a\ ,  :i])Out  one  degree  further  north  than  Whale  Sound. 
This  place  we  did  not  visit.  It  was  here  that  Hayes  es- 
tablished his  winter  quarters  in  i860.  It  has  but  few  in- 
habitants, and  even  if  they  were  added  to  those  that  we 
saw,  the  total  number  would  still  fall  far  short  of  the  es- 
timate of  Captain  Ross.  Greenland  is  under  the  control 
of  a  government  board  in  Denmark  known  as  the  Koneg- 
liL,^e  Gronlandske  Handle.  It  is  divided  into  two  in- 
spectorates, north  and  south,  divided  by  the  parallel  of 
(i']'^  40'  north  latitude.  The  inspector  of  the  former  re- 
sides in  Godhavn,  and  the  latter  in  Godhaab.  They  are 
responsible  to  the  home  government.  The  inspectorates 
are  divided  into  a  number  of  districts,  each  having  its 
own  governor  and  assistant  governor,  who  are  responsible 
to  tlie  inspector  in  whose  jurisdiction  the  district  is  situ- 
ated. In  the  Northern  Greenland  districts,  besides  the 
inspector,  governor,  and  assistant  governor,  there  are  no 
white  people  except  a  doctor  who  lives  at  Jakobshavn. 
In  vSouthern  Greenland  there  are  two  more  physicians, 
one  living  at  Godthaab,  and  the  other  at  Julianshaab. 
After  five  years  of  duty  they  are  allowed  to  enter  the 
royal  ser\-ice  in   Denmark  as  district  physicians. 

All  this  and  much  more  ^Ir.  Carstens  narrated  to  us 
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as  we  chatted  together  in  the  little  cabin  of  the  A7/,  i^ 
our  turn,  we  told  him  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitaii  ,  at 
Cape  York,  whom  he  had  never  seen.  We  asked  lini 
whether  there  were  any  relics  left  near  Disko  ol  iln,. 
])rinieval  Eskimos.  He  told  ns  of  an  old  grav(j\ard 
sftnated  across  the  bay  from  Godhavn,  which  was  lomr 
abandoned,  bnt  where  he  said  aboriginal  tombs,  exactly 
as  we  had  described,  still  existed.  The  idea  of  discover- 
ing other  relics  immediately  inspired  me,  and,  launch- 
ing  a  boat,  with  only  I\Ir.  Kenealy  as  my  companion,  I 
rowed  across  the  narrow  bay  in  the  midnight  twilight 
lo  the  locality  which  Mr.  Carstens  had  indicated.  With 
.jome  little  difficulty  the  place  was  at  last  found,  and 
tomb  after  tomb  opened,  with  the  result  of  unearthing 
quite  a  collection  of  skulls.  No  votive  offerings  such  as 
we  had  found  at  Whale  Sound  were  discovered,  though 
earnestly  sought  for.  This  was  accounted  for,  perhaps, 
by  the  fact  that  the  tombs  were  ancient  and  their  con- 
tents might  have  decayed  away.  Gathering  together  a 
number  of  skulls,  we  returned  to  the  ship  in  the  earlv 
morning,  just  before  the  return  of  Professor  Heilprin  and 
Mr.  Ashhurst  from  their  long  and  tiresome  journey  of 
some  sixteen  hours'  duration. 

All  hands  were  weary  when,  at  about  3  A.  m.,  we  went 
to  bed,  and  it  was  not  until  late  the  next  day  that  the 
customary  activity  prevailed  among  us.  The  work  of 
loading  ballast  for  the  ship  still  continued,  but  in  the 
most  leisurely  fashion.  A  boat  being  sent  to  the  beach, 
the  natives  would  gather  blocks  of  stone,  carrying  them 
one  by  one  until  a  load  was  procured.     These  in  turn 
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\vc      ]iassccl  up  the  ship's  side  and  dropped  carefulh'  into 

th-       old. 

1  was  our  last  day  at  Godhavn,  and,  as  it  turned  out, 
als'  '»nr  last  in  Greenland,  and  all  were  anxious  to  make 
tlu  ;nost  of  it.  I  saw  no  opportunity  to  add  to  the  col- 
lection already  made,  so  a  consideration  of  a  more  prac- 
tical nature  than  that  which  inspired  the  others  moved 
inc.  I  had  observed  that  the  breeches  made  for  me  at 
Cape  York  by  the  Eskimo  women  were  not  pliable,  like 
those  worn  by  my  comrades,  which  had  been  made  at 
Godhavn.  They  were  stiff  and  ungainly,  and,  when  not 
in  use,  like  stovepipes  in  rigidity.  A  conversation  with 
one  of  the  Eskimos  who  spoke  a  little  broken  English, 
and  the  translation  of  whose  unpronounceable  name  was 
Raven,  revealed  to  me  the  cause :  they  had  not  been 
chewed.  It  appears  that  it  is  necessary  to  carefully  chew 
the  seal-skin  to  render  it  sufficiently  pliable.  This  was 
unwelcome  news,  for  I  knew  of  no  one  who  would  care 
to  chew  the  garments,  filled  as  they  were  with  rancid  oil. 
But  Mr.  Raven,  in  consideration  of  a  certain  amount  of 
ping  tobacco,  kindly  offered  to  manage  all  that,  and, 
escorting  me  to  the  house,  introduced  Mrs,  Raven  to  me, 
with  the  brief  direction  to  her  (at  least  so  I  suppose)  to 
chew  the  garments  thoroughly.  I  remained  to  witness 
the  operation,  wdiich  she  began  with  that  cheerful  alac- 
rity that  characterizes  the  Eskimo  woman  when  directed 
by  her  lord,  but  the  sight  was  not  pleasant,  and  I  left 
the  garments  to  her  tender  care.  I  must  confess  that 
she  did  the  work  in  the  most  skilful  manner,  and  also 
added  a  couple  of  buttons,  so  that  I  was  no  longer  com- 
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pelled  to  tie  them  together  with  thongs.  Mr.  Ru  cti 
brought  them  back  in  the  afternoon  in  a  most  satisiac- 
tory  condition,  and  I  paid  him  the  tobacco  agreed  Ujion. 
I  snggested  that  his  wife  shonld  have  something  to  com- 
pensate  her,  instead  of  paying  him,  but  he  did  not  stcni 
to  understand  me,  and  the  subject  was  dropped. 

At  I  A.  M.  on  August  i2th  steam  was  made,  and  we 
left  Godhavn.  All  were  on  deck,  and  we  took  a  last  look 
at  the  place  which  will  always  remain  the  most  pleasant 
in  our  memories  of  Greenland.  A  solitary  star  shone 
brightly  over  the  village.  By  its  brilliancy  we  knew  it 
to  be  the  planet  Jupiter,  as  the  night  was  not  yet  dark 
enough  to  show  stars  of  lesser  magnitude.  A  few  niin- 
nies  sufficed  to  take  us  out  of  the  harbor  and  place  ns 
once  more  on  the  open  sea.  The  weather  continued  good 
all  day,  and  we  made  an  excellent  run.  Early  the  next 
day  a  strong  wind  sprang  up,  which  soon  developed  into 
a  gale.  The  sea  ran  mountains  high,  and  our  ship  was 
tossed  about  so  violently  as  to  be  almost  unmanageable. 
It  sent  all  but  those  who  were  actually  employed  in 
working  the  vessel  to  their  berths  for  safety.  It  was 
almost  impossible  to  move  around  without  great  danger, 
and  we  all  kept  pretty  quiet  as  long  as  the  blow  lasted. 
After  some  hours  the  wind  began  to  subside,  leaving  a 
heavy  swell  which  pitched  the  vessel  about  as  if  it  were 
a  chip.  The  weather  was  hazy,  with  rain  at  intervals, 
which,  much  to  the  relief  of  all,  gradually  calmed  the 
sea.  The  chief  ergineer,  Mr.  Jardine,  reported  that  only 
enough  coal  remained  to  take  us  direct  to  St.  John's,  so 
we  were  forced  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  visiting  several 
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pniiils  ill  South  Greenland,  as  had  been  our  desire.  The 
\V'  iiher  now  became  clear  and  brij^ht,  with  a  fair  wind. 
Early  in  the  inorninj;  a  bri<^  was  sighted  sailing  south, 
about  ten  miles  to  the  westward  of  us.  All  went  on  deck 
tc  j^et  a  look  at  her.  It  was  remarkable  that  what  in 
other  waters  would  be  such  a  trifling  event,  in  these  un- 
travelled  seas  commanded  all  our  attention.  For  nearly 
three  months,  with  the  exception  of  those  at  Godhavn  and 
Ul'crnavik,  we  had  not  seen  a  ship  nor  anv  sign  of  civil- 
ized man.  The  stranger  was  a  trim  lituc  craft,  not  far 
enough  south  to  belong  to  the  line  which  carries  cryolite 
from  Ivigtuk  to  Philadelphia,  and  too  far  north  to  be  in 
the  Danish  trade  with  the  North  Greenland  settlements. 
All  these  latter  had  left  Godhavn,  on  their  voyage  to 
Denmark,  long  before  our  own  departure.  We  did  not 
expect  to  meet  any  vessels,  because  it  was  so  late  in  the 
season  that  sailing  ships  would  hardly  venture  so  far 
north  for  fear  of  being  ca'.ight  in  the  ice.  We  had  our- 
selves taken  the  last  mail  from  the  North  Greenland  set- 
tlements, the  governor  bringing  it  off  to  us  the  night  we 
left  Godhavn,  and  stating  that  it  was  the  onl}  opportu- 
nity he  would  have  of  sending  any  until  next  season. 
The  brig  was  too  far  off  our  course  to  speak  her,  and 
as  it  would  have  taken  too  much  of  our  now  valuable 
coal  to  have  sailed  within  communicating  distance,  she 
remained  as  mysterious  as  when  first  seen,  and  the  cause 
of  tlie  only  excitement  of  the  day. 

On  Sunday,  August  i6tli,  the  wind  was  dead  ahead, 
and  storniv  enough  to  cause  considerable  sea,  which  made 
the  distance  run  much  less  than  on  the  previous  day. 
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Darkness  at  tliis  time  Ijej^aii  about  9  1*.  .m.,  and  the  \U^]/i<i 
in  onr  cabin  and  abont  the  sliip  were  now  nsed,  aO  r 
many  weeks  of  continnons  dayli»^ht.  We  had  liad  a  sJl  iil 
of  the  moon  for  the  past  three  nights,  and  the  numcrwiis 
stars  visible  in  tiie  heavens  gave  the  sky  more  the  ,!jt- 
pearance  of  that  of  tlie  Temperate  Zone.  Tlie  Xoith 
Star  was  very  briglit,  and  seemed  ahnost  directly  om  i- 
head.  The  strong  head  wind  and  high  seas  continiud 
until  morning,  and  it  was  necessary  to  put  the  ship  ilnce 
points  off  her  course  to  ease  her  up.  Twenty-four  hours 
later  the  sun  was  again  shining,  and  made  everythiiisv 
look  brighter.  The  sea  had  gone  down,  and  early  in  the 
evening  the  moon,  which  was  now  full,  was  seen  in  all 
its  beauty.  At  10  p.  m.  we  were  treated  to  the  magnif- 
icent spectacle  of  the  aurora  borealis  as  seen  in  these 
Northern  waters.  No  conception  of  its  brilliancy  can  l)c 
had  at  home,  and  it  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
many  strange  sights  this  interesting  voyage  afforded 
us.  The  next  day  the  weather  was  again  fine,  and  the 
sea  as  still  and  calm  as  the  proverbial  mill-pond.  A 
light  favorable  wind  came  up  toward  night,  when  all 
sails  were  set  and  our  ship  sped  along  at  a  more  rai)id 
pace  than  for  some  time.  About  8  p.  m.  a  large  steanier 
in  the  east  was  seen  to  be  bearing  down  upon  us.  As  it 
evidently  wished  to  speak  us,  the  A'/'/c  was  stopped  and  its 
approach  awaited.  It  proved  to  be  the  Carthdcc^  of  Scot- 
land, and  we  found  that  they  wished  to  know  the  course 
to  Indian  Harbor,  Labrador.  This  information  was 
given  them  by  Captain  Pike,  and  after  exchanging  sa- 
lutes we  renewed  our  respective  courses. 
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On  Aiijj^nst  2otli  \vc  readied  Labrador  and  skirted  tlie 
co.ist.  The  land  was  liiy^li,  rocky,  and  in  places  appeared 
ni.cn  from  the  presence  of  ve<retation.  It  looked  more 
lun-.pitable  than  the  more  barren  shores  of  Greenland, 
liimdreds  of  fishin<j-boats  were  now  seen  everywhere, 
and  si^ns  of  civilized  man  <^reeted  ns  once  more.  Large 
icrhcrijs  were  still  floating  here  and  there,  the  only 
riininder  of  onr  late  trials  and  dangers.  The  steam- 
ship Panther^  of  St.  John's,  was  spoken.  This  vessel 
was  interesting  as  being  the  one  that  had  taken  Dr. 
Hayes'  expedition  as  far  as  Melville  Hay,  years  ago.  It 
had  been  rebnilt  since  then,  and  was  qnite  a  trim  little 
craft.  On  the  '  "ght  of  Angnst  20th  we  were  al^eani  of 
Ik'llc  Isle.  On  I  he  following  day  head  winds  were  en- 
countered, with  rain.  The  ship,  being  so  lightened,  was 
now  quite  hard  to  drive  through  the  heavy  seas,  and  the 
jutching  and  tossing  commenced  once  more. 

On  August  22d  the  sun,  shining  brightly,  showed  the 
green  and  picturesque  .shores  of  Newfoundland.  The 
transformation  from  the  icy  North  to  a  land  again  inhab- 
ited by  our  own  kind  was  indeed  striking,  and  heart- 
ily appreciated  by  all.  The  sea  was  quiet,  and  we  soon 
arrived  in  sight  of  the  harbor  of  St.  John's,  and  were 
safe  once  more. 

It  was  on  a  beautiful  Sunday  morning  that  the  voyage 
of  the  Kite  came  to  an  end.  All  hands  were  busy  mak- 
ing themselves  presentable  for  civilized  society,  and  the 
transformations  that  were  accomplished  by  some  of  the 
members  were  truly  astonishing.  About  9  o'clock  we 
came  in  sight  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  St.  John's. 
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Our  arrival  was  sio^nallcd  at  once  from  the  top  of  fiie 
j^reat  cliff  wliicli  marks  one  side  of  the  entrance.  I;s 
crest  was  surmounted  by  a  fort  and  signal  station,  and 
from  it  sijj^iial  flaj^s  were  flown  in  succession,  which,  heiii" 
inter])reted,  meant  "A  steamer  coniin<;  in;"  '■Howriii' 
Brothers;"  "the  AVA/"  we  were  reported.  These  sig- 
nals are  plainly  visible  at  St.  John's,  and  the  crew  were 
overjoyed  that  their  families  would  soon  know  of  tlnir 
safe  returri  from   the  Arctic  re,i^ions. 

It  took  nearly  an  hour  to  reach  dock,  for  the  entrance 
to  St.  John's  is  tiarrow  and  tortuous.  Throu,q;h  loftv 
clifTs  the  passaj^e  wends  its  wax-  to  a  splendid  harlxir, 
second  to  none  in  the  world,  and  it  is  not  until  the  list 
bend  is  passed  that  one  sees  any  siii^ns  of  a  laroe  cit\  or 
even  civilization.  Finally,  buildings  appeared,  and  in 
a  moment  the  whole  city,  witii  its  blocks  of  houses 
ranged  in  terraces  of  streets,  was  in  f\dl  view.  The  nar- 
row channel  widened  to  a  great  ba) ,  on  the  shores 
of  which  laid  the  town.  To  the  right  was  vSignal  Hill, 
from  which  the  notice  of  our  arrival  had  been  sent;  to 
the  left  rose  another  great  promontory,  crowned  by  tlie 
arsenal  and  fort  with  which  ICngland  ])rotects  this  import- 
ant port;  and,  immediately  in  front,  the  city  of  vSt.  John's, 
with  the  higli  cathedral  towers  dominating  the  town. 

Our  signal  had  evidently  been  seen,  for  the  towns- 
people flocked  to  the  wharf,  and,  before  the  ship  could  l)e 
made  fast,  overwhelmed  us  with  iiuiuiries;  but,  bciui; 
tired  of  sea-life,  we  were  anxious  only  for  rest  and  a  com- 
fortable hotel.  This  was  found  without  difficulty  on  the 
main  business  street  of  the  city,  after  sending  away  a 
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few  telegrams  to  assure  the  folks  i.t  home  of  our  safe 
arrival. 

We  were  compelled  to  remain  at  St.  John's  for  five 
days,  as  no  steamer  left  until  the  following  Friday,  when 
the  Nova  Scotian^  of  the  Allan  Line,  departed  for  Balti- 
more. The  time  was  spent  very  pleasantly,  however, 
for  we  found  numerous  friends  among  the  honest  New- 
foundlanders. Mr.  Molloy,  the  American  consul  at  the 
port,  entertained  us  with  the  greatest  cordiality.  Mrs. 
IMolloy  was  equally  hospitable,  and  insisted  on  the  whole 
party  being  invited  to  their  house.  iMot  less  courteous 
was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harvey,  the  historian  of  Newfound- 
land, who  was  kind  enough  to  personally  introduce  us  to 
the  governor,  Sir  Terance  N.  O'Brien,  at  the  Govern- 
ment House.  His  Excellency  received  us  pleasantly, 
and  invited  the  whole  party  to  the  reception  which  it 
was  proposed  to  give  to  Sir  Ambrose  Shea,  a  former 
governor  of  Newfoundland,  who  w^as  expected  to  arrive 
at  St.  John's  on  the  Nova  Scotian.^  en  roittc  to  his  new 
post  at  the  Bermudas. 

Besides  these  acts  of  distinguished  courusy,  we  were 
the  recipients  of  marked  attention  from  other  cili/ens  of 
St.  John's.  Several  of  us  visited  the  British  war-ship 
Emerald,  which  lay  in  the  harbor,  and  were  most  hos- 
pitably received  by  the  captain,  Sir.  Baldwin  W.  Walker. 
Bart.,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  ship. 

On  Friday  morning  we  left  St.  John's  on  the  Nova 
Scotian,  and  after  an  uneventful  voyage — save  for  a  short 
stop  at  Halifax,  N.  S. — arrived  at  Baltimore,  whence  we 
proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  where  we  arrived  on  Septem- 
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ber  8tli,  thus  completing  our  voyage  in  a  little  more  tl.  ,n 
three  months. 

To  review  the  trip:  the  object  which  moved  Lieuttn- 
ant  Peary  was  a  most  laudable  one,  and  if  successful  \  11 
add  greatly  to  our  knowledge  of  a  most  obscure  tpuuier 
of  the  world;  on  the  part  of  the  returning  members  of 
the  expedition,  they  brought  home,  besides  much  valu- 
able information,  many  specimens  of  the  flora  and  fauna 
of  Greenland.  Such  collections,  whether  anthropolooj. 
cal,  zoological,  botanical,  or  geological,  are  always  of 
benefit  to  the  world's  fund  of  knowledge. 

This  is  the  main  aim  of  all  explorations,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  expedition  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of 
their  contribution.  There  were  more  than  seven  tons  of 
material  brought  back,  a  large  proportion  of  which  is 
now  in  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  ready  for  the 
use  of  future  students  of  the  various  features  of  Arc- 
tic life.  The  skulls  and  other  anthropological  material 
which  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  have  proved  a 
most  useful  addition  to  the  fine  collection  now  in  the 
Academy's  museum.  Not  less  valuable  were  the  addi- 
tions made  in  ornithology,  in  invertebrate  zoology,  in  en- 
tomology, and  in  botany.  PA'ery  separate  object,  whether 
an  Eskimo  child's  toy  or  a  meteoric  mass,  has  its  value 
in  the  eyes  of  the  true  scientist.,  who  know.s  where  each 
belongs  in  the  great  economy  of  nature. 

It  was  not  until  the  voyage  was  nearly  over  that  wc 
fully  comprehended  what  we  had  done  and  what  we  had 
aimed  to  do.  The  realization  of  the  dangers  so  recently 
passed  seemed  to  increase  as  we  neared  home  and  had 
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tiirre  time  for  reflection.  Tlie  tales  of  Kane  and  others 
wow  came  back  to  memory  with  such  vividness  and 
rcMiism  that  the  imagination  needed  not  to  Se  called 
upon  for  scenes  and  places;  indeed,  so  strange  and  differ- 
ent had  been  the  Arctic  land  and  its  people  that  one 
nii^ht  have  asked  whether  it  was  still  our  own  world. 
T'le  inconceivable  immensity  of  the  glaciers,  the  mere 
fragments  of  which  make  gigantic  ^lld  lofty  icebergs;  the 
midnight  sun,  shining  on  the  illimitable  ice  cap;  the 
strange  and  curious  forms  of  animal  and  vegetable  life  ; 
the  intense  solitude,  unbroken  save  by  the  heavy  rum- 
bling and  thundering  of  collapsing  bergs,  which  at  times, 
though  many  miles  away,  would  make  almost  tidal- 
waxes  by  their  sudden  displacement  of  the  water,  and 
v(-'r\-  perceptibly  cause  our  ship  to  roll  and  toss  on  the 
troubled  sea, — again  and  again  passed  in  review  before 
us  as  we  sat  lazily  dreaming  on  the  sunlit  decks  on  the 
passage  homeward.  The  heavy  gale  we  encountered  on 
leaving  Whale  Sound,  wdiere  we  were  but  a  mile  or  two 
from  a  lee  shore,  with  crashing  bergs  everywhere  around 
ii;  and  the  weather  so  thick  that  not  a  ship's  length 
could  be  seen  from  our  deck;  the  grounding  of  our  ship 
in  W'aigate  Channel,  and  our  numerous  escapes  from 
1)eing  wrecked  by  the  ice, — all  caused  us  to  realize  how 
close  we  had  been  to  having  met  the  fate  of  so  many 
others  who  had  ventured  to  the  frozen  North. 
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rjAHE  sheets  for  "The  Voyaj^^e  of  the  Kitc^'  wliich 
X-  foriiis  Part  I.  of  the  present  volume,  were  sea  reel  y 
off  j/ress  when  it  became  evident  that  a  larger  edition 
would  be  needed  to  supply  the  demand.  The  authors 
decided,  however,  to  await  the  return  of  the  Peary  Re- 
lief Expedition  which  had  just  been  sent  out  by  the 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  to  include,  if  possi- 
ble, in  the  new  edition  a  brief  account  of  Lieutenant 
Peary's  explorations  and  life  in  the  North.  The  result 
has  fully  justified  their  caution.  The  relief  expedition 
was  not  only  entirely  successful  in  finding  Lieutenant 
Peary  and  his  party,  but  also  in  extending  the  fields  of 
explorations  undertaken  by  the  West  Greenland  Plxpedi- 
tion.  So  nnich  material  was  placed  at  the  disposal  oi 
the  authors  by  members  of  the  relief  expedition,  by 
Caj)tain  Pike  and  by  Lieutenant  Peary  himself,  that  the 
idea  of  an  appendix  was  abandoned  and  it  was  decided 
to  issue  an  entirely  new  work  which  should  be  a  brief 
but  complete  story  of  the  Peary  Expedition  of  iSgi-'ga. 
The  present  volume  includes  the  story  of  the  West 
(Greenland  Expedition  of  1891,  which  escorted  Peary 
and  his  party  to  North  Greenland.  It  tells  of  their  long 
winter  sojourn  in  that  desolate  land.      It  describes  the 
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life  of  Mrs.  Peary  in  lier  unique  position  as  the  oiilv 
white  woman  who  ever  wintered  in  the  extreme  Xonh. 
It  j^ives  a  brief  account  of  Lieutenant  Peary's  ,<;r;  .kI 
dash  northward  overhmd,  and  of  iiis  successful  retin  ,1. 
It  recites  the  complete  story  of  the  relief  expediiimi 
from  its  conception  to  its  fulfillment  with  the  finding  of 
Peary  on  the  ice-cap.  It  contains  the  fidlest  accomn 
)-et  published  of  the  loss  of  Mr.  Verhoeff,  with  iIk^ 
rumors  and  suspicions  which  were  excited  by  that  loss. 
And  it  briefl\-  describes  the  welcome  home  which  ilic 
explorers  received  after  the  most  successful  Arctic  ex- 
pedition of  modern  times. 

The  expedition  was  wonderfully  successful.  With 
only  one  man  missin*^,  without  undue  dan<^er  or  expos- 
ure this  little  band  accomplished  more  in  fifteen  months 
than  had  been  done  by  all  the  previous  expeditions  since 
Kane.  It  succeeded  in  mappin<;-  out  a  larg-e  extent  of 
previously  unknown  country  about  Injrlefield  Gulf.  It 
explored  tliorou<^hly  the  j^^reat  Petermann  fiord  of  which 
only  the  entrance  was  hitherto  known.  It  penetrated 
to  the  northern  limit  of  the  .^reat  ice-cap  of  (xreenland 
and  fairly  indicated  the  northern  boundary  of  that  j^reat 
island.  It  reached  within  100  miles  of  the  furthest 
point  north  ever  reached  by  man,  and  mapped  the  east- 
ern coast  of  Crrecnland  fully  200  miles  nortli  of  the 
furthest  point  heretofore  reached  on  that  coast. 

This  is  a  <.(rand  record,  and  one  of  which  Lieutenant 
Pear\-  and  his  part}-  may  well  be  proud.  He  did  not 
succeed  and  he  did  not  anticipate  beinj^  able  to  succeed  in 
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hi  short  joiiriK'N-  in  plaiitiii};-  the  Xiiicricaii  thi-j  at  a  point 
fii  Irt  north  than  it  had  already  been  phmted  \>\  iiiainard 
aii'i  L<)ck\vo(^d,  bnt  he  has  proven  that  the  latli-v  ninst 
h;i-e  leached  either  an  ouLlyinj^^  spnr  of  the  <;reat  ( ireen- 
l,;;iil  continent,  or,  as  is  more  prol)al)le,  an  ishind  lyin,; 
ill  ihe  paleo-crystic  sea.  II''  lias  shcnvn  that  the  method 
which  he  first  employed  for  explorinij  the  interior  of 
Civenland  is  not  only  perfectly  feasible,  but  i)rodnctive 
(»1   the  j^-reatest  results  for  the  least  exertion  and  danjj;^er. 

He  was  able  also  to  map  out  accurately  a  larj^e  por- 
tion of  the  western  coast  of  Crrcenland  which  has  liith- 
erlo  been  only  imperfectly  explored,  and  to  prove  by 
the  experience  of  his  party,  which  included  his  younj;- 
wife,  that  it  is  possible  for  white  people  to  live  in  com- 
parative comfort  in  any  climate  in  the  world. 

Captain  Richard  Pike,  the  commander  of  the  Kiti\  on 
both  the  expeditions  to  the  North,  <^ave  the  authors  the 
use  of  his  official  lo<^  of  the  voyaj^e  which  is  here  repro- 
duced in  full.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  relief  expedition 
was  remarkably  fortunate,  the  Kite  meeting  not  a  single 
storm  nor  having  been  dela\'ed  by  ice  to  any  considerable 
extent  in  her  long  voyage  to  the  entrance  of  Rensselaer 
Hay,  in  78°  23',  or  in  her  return  to  the  Delaware  Capes. 
The  value  of  this  offteial  reeord  eciii  scarcely  be  ozrr- 
est  I  Dialed.  It  giz'es  an  a  lit  lieu  tic  record  0/  tJie  icJiole 
expedition. 

Air.  William  E.  Aleehan,  who  accompanied  the  relief 
expedition  as  botanist,  has  graphically  described  the 
journey.     His  facilities  for  observation  and  his  skill  in 
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portrayincjf  the  incidents  of  the  voyaj^v,  make  his  porti'  n 
of  tlie  work  of  pecnliar  interest.  The  authors  ask  me 
to  express  their  appreciation  of  his  kind  endeax  ors. 

The  only  sad  incident  of  the  entire  story  is  the  loss  wf 
Verhoeflf.  Whether  he  ;;trayed  away  intentionalh  wiili 
the  idea  of  spendin*;-  a  winter  alone  in  the  Arctic  hi^'n- 
lands,  or,  whether,  as  Lieutenant  Peary  believes,  he  was 
lost  in  the  j^laciers,  is  one  of  those  nn  steries  which  the 
icy  North  holds  and  will  in  all  prohxibility  never  l)e 
unfolded.  AH  the  information  that  it  was  possible  lo 
obtain  on  the  subject  iias  been  prornrfd,  including  the 
correspondence  between  ^^Ir,  Verhocfif  and  Lieuteiiani 
Peary  before  the  exjxxlition  sailed,  and  the  official 
record  of  search  as  drawn  up  by  Captain  Pike  when  the 
unfortunate  youn«^  man  was  found  to  be  niissiuf^.  The 
latter  has  been  reproduced  b\-  photographic  -process. 
The  melancholy  interest  in  the  yonno-  man's  fate  is  viv 
threat,  and  these  records  will  serve  to  satisfy  it  as  far  as 
is  now  possible. 

The  authors  have  asked  me  to  thank  IMr.   IMelville 

Philips    and    Mr.    Stephen     Pfeil    for    their    assistance 

in  preparinj^  this   record   of  the   Peary    Kxpedition  of 

i89i-'o2. 

W.    H.    HURK. 
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THE  LOG  OF  THE  "  KITE." 

RICHARD  riKIC,   Masti-.r. 

I Kopniatfd  verliatiin  from  llio  ship's  Iok-IkioU,  l)y  pcrniission  of  Captain  Pike.) 


DIARY  OF  THE  PEARY  RELIEF  EXPEDITION 
To  WEST  (GREENLAND. 

C  o  ^r  M  I'.  X  c  I  X  c;  J  r  i.  v  4 ,   1892. 

MoxD.w,  Ji'LV  4,  A.  M. — I)e!:^iiis  stroii,t;  breeze  from 
S.  \V.,  with  thick  cU)udy  weather.  S.  S.  Kile  engaged 
for  tlic  expedition,  lying  at  owner's  wharf.  9  a.  ni.,  the 
relief  party  from  W  vS.  came  on  hoard,  con.sisting  of 
the  following  members  :  Profes.sov  Angelo  Heilprin, 
Academy  of  Natnral  iSciences,  Philadelphia,  and  com- 
mander of  the  expedition  •  Henry  O.  Bryant,  Philadel- 
pliia,  .second  in  command,  explorer  of  Grand  F'alls 
of  Labrador  (i8or)  ;  Dr.  Jackson  M.  Mills,  .surgeon, 
William  PI  Meehan,  Philadelphia,  a.ssistant  editor 
of  the  Pl-.iladelphia  Li'docr,  .son  of  Profes.sor  ]\Ieehan, 
Vice-pp.sident  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Phila- 
delphia ;  Albert  White  \'or.se,  exchange  editor  of 
IMii'adelphia  Prc^s;  Frank  W.  Stokes,  Philadelphia, 
artiSt  representing  Scn'hncr' s  Mn<r(f:i)ir ;  C.  Iv  Hite, 
I'xirlington,    N.    J.,    zoological    preparator ;    Samuel    J. 
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Er.trikin,  West  Chester,  Pa.,  formerly  Director  of  tlio 
Schofield  Industrial  Schools  of  Aiken,  S.  C.  PeopJo 
employed  taking  on  board  stores  shipped  by  Miraihia 
from  New  York.  Noon,  gale  from  S.  W.  Busilv 
engaged  preparing  for  the  voyage.  ^Members  of  tlie 
party  put  luggage  on  board,  and  took  up  their  quarters 
first  night  on  board  the  AV/a  Midnight,  heavv  gale 
from  S.  W. ;  thick,  cloudy  weather. 

Tl'KSDAY,  July  5,  a.  m. — This  day  begins,  as  yester- 
day, with  strong  gale.  4  a,  m.,  heavy  rain.  8  a.  ni., 
wind  moderate  and  fine.  People  employed  putting  on 
board  coal  stoves.  The  party  enjoyed  their  niglit's  rest 
on  board  ;  also  partook  of  a  good  breakfast.  Noon, 
fine.  2  p.m.,  first  whistle  to  start.  2.15  p.m.,  second 
blows.  2.30  p.m.,  cast  off  from  the  wharf,  all  on  board  ; 
backed  in  the  harbor  amid  cheers  from  the  shore,  with 
all  the  good  wishes  imaginable,  accompanied  by  iMessrs. 
Bowring's  steam  launch.  Outside  the  narrows,  3  p.  ni., 
parted  company  with  steam  launch  and  well-wishers 
amid  a  volley  from  revolvers,  and  shaped  our  course  for 
Greenland.  P.  M.,  passed  north  end  of  Baccalieu. 
]\Ioderate  breeze  from  N.  E.  and  few  heavy  swells  hea\- 
ing  from  N.  E.  10  p.  m.,  Miranda  passed  us  by, 
bound  for  Little  Bay  ;  exchanged  three  »vhistles  and 
parted  company.  Midnigh*;,  calm  and  fine  ;  engines 
going  full  speed. 

Wednksday,  July  6,  a.  :\r.  —Begins  light  breeze 
from  the  eastward,  and  fine  all  fore  and  aft.  Canvas 
set  8  a.  m.      wSome    of   the    party  failed    to    be   at    the 
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Mcakfast-tablc,  but  the  fine  weather  throiij^h  the  day 
1  !on,t^ht  them  out.  Lat.  at  noon,  49°  41'  N. ;  long-., 
-;f  50'  W.  4  p.  111.,  fine  weather.  Some  of  the  party 
I.  iijoved  themselves  at  revolver  shooting  at  targets 
llirowii  from  ship.  6  p.  m.,  wind  turning  to  the  S.  \V. 
Set  all  square  sails.  ^Midnight,  moderate  and  fine  ; 
engines  going  full  speed. 

Thursdav,  July  7,  a.  m. — Begins  moderate,  breeze 
from  S.  W.  and  fine.  3  a.  m.,  fresh  breeze  from  west,  all 
possible  sail  set.  Engines  going  full  speed,  all  hands 
showed  themselves  at  table  at  8  a.  111.  in  good  spirits. 
Noon,  sun  obscure.  Latitude  by  account  52°  19', 
longitude  by  account  52°  20'  W.  4  p.  m.,  weather 
fine,  water  very  smooth.  Mr.  Bryant  and  Entrikin 
succeeded  in  climbing  to  the  crow's  nest  amid  shouts 
and  laughter  from  the  rest  of  the  party.  4  p.  m. ,  crew 
employed  shifting  coal  from  the  hold  to  the  bunkers. 
.Midnight,  light  airs  and  fine,  engines  going  full  speed. 

Friday,  July  8,  a.  .m. — Begins  as  yesterday.  4  a.m., 
fresh  breeze  from  the  southward.  Set  all  possible  sail. 
6  a.m.,  rain.  8  a.m.,  breeze  freshening,  rain  held  up, 
water  very  smooth.  All  the  party  on  deck  practising 
shooting,  reading,  etc.  Noon,  cloudy,  sun  obscure. 
Latitude  by  account  55°  13'  X.,  longitude  by  account 
51  °  55'  W.  P.  M.,  crew  employed  shifting  coal  to  bunk- 
ers. 2  p.  111.,  sudden  change  from  E.  N.  E. ,  stowed 
square  sails.  6  p.m.,  light  breeze  and  murky.  8  p.m., 
brisk  breeze  from  tb.e  southward.  vSet  square  sails. 
Midnight,  cloudy,  engines  going  full  speed. 
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Saturday,  July  9,  a.  .m. — Be<,niis  brisk.  Bru.c 
from  the  .southward,  and  cloudy.  Water  siiiootli,  ail 
po.ssible  .sail  .set.  8  a.  111.,  ditto  weather.  Xood, 
cloudy,  thick  fo<2;-.  Latitude  by  accouut  58°  6',  loni^;- 
tiide5i°  55'.  4  p.m.,  do.  Mr.  Artist  Stokes  busilv 
eiiga<2^ed  sketchiu<2:  ship's  spars  and  cauYas.  8  p.m., 
Profe.s.sor  Heilprin  deliYcred  a  lecture  in  the  .saloon  on 
Greenland,  which  was  Yery  interesting^  to  the  party. 
Midnight,  light  airs  and  Yariable  thick  fog.  Engines 
going  full  speed. 

Sunday,  July  10,  a.  m. — Begins  as  yesterdaw 
Stowed  square  sails.  4  a.m.,  do.  Clear  at  times  and 
fresh  breeze  from  the  southward.  Set  square  sails, 
water  smooth,  thick  fog.  2  p.  m.,  met  .scattered  ice, 
slowed  down  to  half  speed,  hauled  in  patent  log.  3  p.m., 
clear  of  ice,  put  out  log.  6  p.m.,  going  through  loose 
ice  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes,  put  out  log.  Mid- 
night, Yery  thick  fog,   going  half  speed. 

]\Iox DAY,  July  ii,  a.  m. — Begins  as  yesterday.  6 
a.m.,  lifted  little,  went  full  .speed.  11  a.m.,  met  thick 
ice;  went  slow,  very  thick,  hauled  in  log.  Noon,  ditto. 
No  observation,  going  slow  through  loo.se  ice  to  the 
eastward.  2  p.  m.,  dense  fog,  ice  getting  heavy  and 
thick,  stopped  the  engines,  waited  for  fog  to  clear.  4 
p.  m.,  ditto.  Crew  employed  in  .shifting  coal  to  bun- 
kers, relief  party  amusing  themselves  on  an  ice  floe. 
7  p.m.,  fog  lifting,  started  following  leads  to  the  eastward 
towards  the  Greenland  coast.  Midnight,  ice  very  heavy 
and  close,   stopped,   fog  lifted. 
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Ti'RSDAv,  July  12,  a.  m.— Bc^^ins  heavy  rain,  ice 
ci'tse,  turned  ship's  head  to  the  westward,  jJi'oing  through 
tiiick  ice,  slow.  5  a.  ni.,  went  half  speed.  Stopped 
tiic  engines  to  renew  air  pump  and  circulating  pump 
Vitlve.       9  a.  m.,  started,   steaming  slow  through    loose 


WAITINO    FOR    A   l^'AD. 

heavy  ice  to  the  northward  up  the  Greenland  coast.  10 
a.  ni.,  sun  came  out  for  the  first  time  in  six  days,  light 
breeze  from  the  northeast  and  bearing  off.  Noon,  lati- 
tude by  indifferent  observation  63°  3^<i'.  2  p.  m.,  got 
clear  of  the  ice,  steaming  along  the  coast  in  north  water 
towards  Godthaab,  fresh  breeze  from  northeast  and  cloudy. 
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6  i\  111.,  abreast  of  (xodthaab.  Midnitrlit,  lij^ht  bn  /,e 
and  fine,  abreast  of  Pisu<^fik.  Engines  goinj^  ;  .;i 
speed. 

Wedxksday,  July  13,  a.  :\i. — Be.i,nns  lijrht  brc./e 
from  the  eastward  and  fine,  steaming  np  the  c(xi>t. 
8  a,  ni.,  wind  veered  to  the  sonthward,  coast  shut  in 
with  fog,  abreast  of  Sermersnt.  Noon,  do.  8  p.  ni., 
light  breeze  and  veering  off'  the  kuid,  crew  eniplo\.(l 
shifting  coal  to  bnnkers,  all  possible  sail  set,  part\-  cn- 
joying  an  open  air  concert  on  the  poop,  pitching  qtioiis, 
etc.  8  p.  m.,  opposite  Holsteinborg.  8  p.  m.,  winds 
veering  to  the  northeast,  stowed  the  sqnare  sails  and 
altered  course  to  northeast  bv  east  M  east.  ^Midni^lit, 
light  breeze  and  thick  over  the  land,  engines  going  full 
speed. 

Thursday,  July  14,  a.  m. — Begins  light  breeze  from 
S.  E. ,  thick  heavy  weather.  3  a.  m.,  mist  clearing  off 
the  land,  saw  the  land,  also  a  great  many  icebergs  in 
our  course.  6  a.  m.,  fine.  8  a.  m. ,  saw  Disko  Island 
bearing  east  about  fifty  miles,  s,eered  for  Godhavn. 
Noon,  very  fine.  5.30  p.  m.,  took  pilot  and  arrived  at 
Lievely.  5. 50  p.  m. ,  drooped  anchor  in  the  middle  and  put 
stern  line  ashore.  6. 30  p.  m. ,  Professor  Heilprin  and  sor.ie 
of  the  staff"  went  on  shore  to  visit  the  Governor,  fired  a 
.salute  on  entering  the  port,  which  was  answered  by  the 
Governor  on  shore.  9  p.  m.,  Hght  breeze  from  the 
northward  and  fine.  Our  friends,  the  mosquitoes,  did 
not  forget  to  pay  us  a  visit  with  their  nuisic.  10  }>.  ni., 
all     the    party    returned    on    board,    luiving   specimens 


THE  LOG  OF  THE  KITE 


2\\ 


o  .cted  for  their  (k-partincnts.  Artist  vStokcs  busy 
sk.  chilli;'.  !\Iidiii<;ht,  cahii  and  clear.  One  Danish 
sli.  '  lviii,i^  in  the  harbor. 

I'RIDAV,  Jri.v  15,  A.  M. — Be^^i lis  as  yesterday.  6  a.  111., 
sli'|)'s  crew  fillin.t;'  water,  etc.  10  a.  111.,  all  the  party 
kii  the  ship  for  the  shore,  iiiteiidinij;-  a  day's  traveliii.t;- 


ASSISTANT   COVl^RNOR    CARSTKNS,    OF   DISKO,    IN  THK        Fl'I.TOX. " 

visitiiit^'  the  inonntains  and  collectiii<;-  specimens  of  inter- 
est. Xoon,  do.  4  p.  in.,  small,  raw,  fresh  breeze  from 
.S.  \V.  7  p.  111.,  party  came  on  board  tired  and  luiii<;ry, 
l)rin,L;in<y  their  collections  with  them.  They  no  doubt 
(lid  ample  justice  to  their  dinner.  The  Governor  came 
with  them  and  dined.  •'^.30  p.  111.,  heavy  rain.  The 
(i()\ernor  and  all  of  the  party  returned  to  the  shore  on 
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business,      ii  p.  m.,  all  came  on  board  and  were  \   ry 
glad  to  go  to  rest.      Midnight,  rain,  cleared  off  fine. 

Saturday,  July  i6,  a.  m. — P>egins  calm  and  (mk-. 
9  a.  m. ,  party  went  on  shore  on  business,  orders  to  siil 
at  noon,  weather  permitting,  for  Upenuu-ik.  Li' Jit 
breeze  from  the  westward  and  fine.  1,30  p.  m.,  partv 
came  on  board  bringing  seal  skin  clothing,  etc.,  also  an 
Eskimo  interpreter.  1.45  p.  m. ,  steamed  out  of  the 
harbor,  went  full  speed  toward  UpernaYik.  Numerous 
icebergs,  light  breeze  from  S.  W.  and  light  drops  of 
rain.  7.30  p.  m.,  put  out  log  at  Blaafjeld,  South  Point, 
brisk  breeze  from  the  southward,  fog  hanging  oYer  the 
mountains.  10  p.  m.,  strong  breeze,  all  square  sails  set, 
land  closed  in  by  fog.  ^Midnight,  rain  holding  up  and 
clearing,  passing  Hare  Island. 

Sunday,  July  17,  a.m. — Begins  wind  moderating  and 
weather  clearing.  8  a.  m. ,  fine.  Noon,  light  breeze 
and  fine.  Passed  Svarten  Huk,  4  p.  m. ,  passed  Kang- 
arsuk  about  four  miles  off,  Yery  few  icebergs,  steady 
bteeze  from  the  northward,  etc.,  clear  weather.  10.30 
p.  m.,  passing  Sanderson's  Hope,  numerous  icebergs, 
11.30  p.  m.,  arrived  at  UpernaYik,  fired  the  regular 
salute  which  was  answered  by  hoisting  the  flag  on  shore. 
Anchored  in  elcYcn  fathoms  of  water,  twenty  fathoms 
cable  on  the  starboard  anchor.     ^Midnight,  calm  and  fine. 

Monday,  July  18,  a.m. — Begins  as  yesterday.  6  a.m., 
crew  employed  shifting  coal  to  bunkers.  9  a.  m.,  Pro- 
fessor Heilprin  and  party  went  on  shore  to  pay  the  Gov- 
ernor a  visit.      lyight  breeze  from  the  westward  and  fine. 
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II  ,  m.,  party  came  from  the  shore.  11.30  a.  m., 
weii^licd  anchor  and  steamed  out  of  the  harbor.  Fired 
a  faivwell  gun  from  the  ship,  as  is  the  custom  on  arriving 
and  ieaving  port  on  this  coast.  2  p.  m.,  outside  the 
island,  shaped  course  N.  E.  by  E.  along  the  coast,  fresh 
brtcze  from  E.  Found  numerous  icebergs.  5  p.  m., 
passed  Kangersuatsiak  Island,  wind  increasing.  6  p.  m. , 
stroiii;',  heavy  head  wind  ;  making  very  little  headway. 
Midnight,  moderating,  sea  going  down,  altered  ship's 
course  to  N.  E.  by  E.  N.  E.  for  Duck  Island.  Ship 
going  full  speed. 

Tup:si)AY,  July  19,  a.  m. — Begins  moderating,  sea 
smooth,  going  full  speed.  4  a.  m.,  thick  fog.  6  a.  m., 
light  breeze,  thick  fog.  Slowed  the  engines  to  half 
speed.  7  a.  m. ,  distance  run  up  for  the  island, 
stopped  the  engine,  calm  with  thick  fog.  8  a.  m.,  saw 
the  island,  fog  too  thick  for  boat  to  land.  The  ship 
saw  several  very  large  icebergs.  Ship  stopped,  waiting 
for  fog  to  clear,  i  p.  m. ,  fog  cleared  off,  steered  for  the 
island.  2.30  p.  m.,  all  the  party  landed  to  shoot  birds 
and  collect  eggs.  Ship  lying  off  the  island,  fine,  clear 
of  fog.  5  p.  m. ,  sounded  whistle  calls  and  all  on  board, 
brought  with  them  ninety  Eider  ducks  and  three  geese, 
numerous  icebergs.  5.30  p.  m.,  started  half  speed, 
shaped  our  course  N.  E.  for  Cape  York,  light  breeze 
from  the  southward.  7  p.  m.,  light  fog.  9-30  p.  m., 
very  thick,  made  a  skirt  of  ice,  stopped  ship  for  fog  to 
clear.  Distance  run  from  Duck  Island  is  twenty-three 
miles,  course  N.  K.     Midnight,  calm,  with  thick  fog. 
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Wkdxksdav,  July  20,  a.  ^r. — Bcj^ins  calm  .'tli 
thick  fo*;s.  5.30  a.  111.,  fo^;-  cleared  off,  went  ahcai  luH 
speed.  Jam  of  ice  to  the  N.  E.,  steamed  more  U>  the 
westward  followiii<i^  the  leads  northward,  lio;ht  hi.v/.e 
from  E.  N.  E.  6.30  a.  m.,  fine  open  water,  niakiii(r 
strai<;ht  conrse.  10.45  '^-"i-t  very  heavy  sheets,  liavin::;  to 
steam  aronnd  them  from  N.  W.  to  east,  bnt  making;  ^uod 
our  course.  Noon,  stopped  for  a  quarter  liour,  loosened  up, 
steamed  in  <^ood  water  to  N.  E.  5  p.m.,  thick  fo^,  nuule 
fast  to  a  floe.  6  p.m.,  clearinj^  little,  no  water  to  be  neii 
nortli.  Crew  employed  shiftin*;;  coal  to  bunkers.  Mid- 
night,  still  lying  to,  light  breeze  from  E.  S.  E.,  thick  foir. 

Thursday,  July  21,  a.  m. — Begins  light  breeze  from 
E.  S.  E.,  thick  fog.  1.30  a.  m  fog  clearing  off, 
steamed  to  N.  W.  around  a  lieav>-  sheet.  3  a.  ni.,  got 
around  the  south  corner,  shaped  course  N.  E.  great  deal 
of  water  to  the  north,  going  about  six  miles  per  hour. 
9  a.m.,  very  thick,  made  a  heavy  sheet,  hove  to,  to  await 
a  clearing.  11  a.m.,  cleared  a  little,  went  ahead  half 
speed  around  heavy  sheets.  Noon,  do.,  distance  made 
good  to  noon  about  thirty-five  miles.  2  p.  m.,  weather 
very  thick,  ice  also  thick,  stopped  the  engine.  Distance 
made  in  two  hours  about  eleven  miles.  4  p.m.,  clear, 
went  full  speed  ahead  to  N.  E.  by  E.,  long  lakes  of  water. 
8  p.  m.,  thick  fog,  ice  very  thick  and  in  large  sheets. 
Stopped,  distance  made  since  2  p.  m.  about  twenty- 
seven  miles,  fresh  breeze  from  E.  S.  E.  Light  snow. 
1 1  p.  m. ,  fog  clearing  up,  started  full  speed.  Midnight, 
sighted  Cape,  bearing  E.  N.  E. 
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F.  [DAY,  Jui.v  22,  A.  . '. — Hcj^iiis  brisk  breeze  from 
V,.  .'  I*'.',  lij^lit  fo;^^s  at  times,  steaminj;-  towards  Cape 
Vor..  ill  loose  ice  and  lakes  of  water.  S  a.m.,  very  thick, 
Ivir.;;  close  to  the  shore.  9  a.  m. .  strouj^;-  l)reeze. 
Sl(  .!;ied  to  an  Ivskiiiio  settlement,  liskinios  cryinji^ 
/■/w-' or  X7>'w<;,  which  means  welcome.  Made  ship  fast 
to  the  standing  ice,  visited  by  the  whole  villa<;e. 
Professor  Heilprin  distribnted  presents  sent  from  Phila- 
delphia, gettinj^  all  the  news  he  conld  ascertain  of 
Lieutenant  Peary  and  party  through  the  interpreter 
l)rought  from  Disko.  N(xni,  moderate  weather,  clear- 
ing olT,  nnmerons  icebergs  in  the  bay  between  the  ship 
and  Bushman's  Island.  Noon,  top  of  the  land  covered 
with  fog.  3  p.m.,  started  for  the  northward.  5  p.m., 
very  thick  fog,  stopped  the  engines  to  wait  for  a 
clear.  8  p.m.,  fog  clearing  off,  went  ahead  north  along 
the  coast.  11  p.  m.,  examined  Conical  Rock  to  see 
if  any  cairn  had  been  put  np,  conld  find  none, 
steamed  away  for  Wostenholme  Island.  Midnight, 
steaming  along  by  Petowik  Glacier,  fresh  breeze  from 
E.  X.  E. 

vSaturday,  July  23,  a.  m. — Begins  fresh  breeze 
from  E.  N.  E.,  clear.  5.30  a.  m.,  passing  the  west  end 
of  Wostenholme.  Saw  a  pole  erected  on  shore.  Stopped 
ship  close  by,  party  went  on  shore  to  see  if  they  conld 
find  any  records.  6.30  a.m.,  party  came  on  board,  fonnd 
cairn  with  small  cask  containing  records,  which  was 
put  on  board  the  whaler  Eskimos^  captain  Phillips,  to 
belauded  here,  if  possible;  took  copy  of  captain's  note 
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and  left  llic  cask  and  a  record  in  same  place,  .'on 
passed  Cape  Parry.  2.30  p.m.,  lu)\e  to,  od  Ittil)lii.  hk. 
kajaks  came  ofT  from  the  Ivskimo  Nillaj^e.  IMdi.  ssor 
Ileilprin  and  ]xirty  went  on  shore.  Lijuht  l)ree/e  nom 
the  eastward  and  fine,  the  ship  hiyinj^  olT.  4  p.m.  \^\^^. 
fe.ssor  came  on  board,  sent  on  shore  sled^^-es,  also  a  l.,i  of 
Inniber  and  other  nsefnl  articles  for  the  natives,  also 
j;ave  them  from  the  ship  a  lot  of  powder  and  j^un  ^-;,pv^ 
which  were  j^reatly  in  demand,  there  were  onl\  iIirx. 
j^nn  ca])s  in  the  whole  villa<,a%  the  popnlation  of  which  is 
forty.  6.30  p.m.,  all  bnsiness  beinj^done  there  we  slarUd 
for  ^IcCormick  P>ay.  S. 30  p.m.,  passed  aronnd  the  wxst 
corner  of  Herbert  Island.  1 1.30  ]x  m.,  arrived  at  McCor- 
mick  r>ay,  the  winter  qnarters  of  Lientenant  Pear\  and 
party.  Messrs.  (libson,  Cook  and  \'erhoeff  and  se\eral 
Ivskimos  came  to  visit  the  ship  coming  to  the  station. 
INIidnioht,  light  airs  S.  \V.  and  fine.  Numerous  ice- 
bergs in  the  bay,  too  numerous  to  anchor,  laid  by  in  tlie 
ba\'.  Lieutenant  Peary  and  Astrup  not  returned  from 
their  travel  north.  Mrs.  Peary  and  colored  servant 
camped  at  the  head  of  the  bay. 

Si'XDAY,  July  24,  a.  .m. — Regius  calm  and  foggy. 
I  a.  m..  Professor  Heilprin  and  party  went  on  shore 
with  shore  party.  3  a.  m.,  professor  came  on  board, 
steamed  ship  a  little  in  the  ice,  made  fast  to  the  winter 
standing  ice.  8  a.m.,  do.  Xo  duty,  being  the  Sabbath. 
Noon,  sent  boat  for  the  shore  party  to  come  on  board 
to  dine.  7  p.m.,  ice  broke  off,  shifted  to  another  berth. 
Midnight,  fine. 
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"S.    -NDAV,  July    25,    A.     M. I'.C'^illS    C\lllM    aiKl    fllK'.        6 

a.  v.\.y  civw  e-inploNC'd  shirtiiijL^- coal  to  bunkers.  (;  a.  ui., 
Pv  ;«ss()r  Ik'ilpriu  kit  to  |)a\-  Mrs.  I  Vary  a  visit  at  the 
htail    t>l     t^li»-'    '>'i>''.    twelve    miles    up.       Xoon,    finished 


co;l;lu,t,^ 
icelu-r*;'. 


fillin 


<•■  water,  etc.,  etc 


Sh 


up  moored  to  a  sma 


1  t( 


ill 


Still  calm.      S  i).  m.,  do.      Midnight,  do,,  d 


o. 


HIMMOCKV   ICI-: — THK   "KITES"   FURTHEST   POINT   NORTH. 

TiKSDAV,  July  26,  a.  m. — He.i^ins  calm,  ship  still 
motored  tosmall  iceberq;.  5.30  a.  m.,  the  walrus  huntin<^ 
party  returned,  brou<;lit  one  reindeer  and  one  seal.  Party 
beiiiL;  pretty  well  used  up  soon  went  to  their  beds  but  not 
till  they  had  their  usual  feed.  Weather  calm  and  very 
fine.  9  a.m.,  Professor  Heilprin  returned,  slipped  from 
the  iceberg  and  steamed  away  for  Littleton  Island,  light 
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breeze  from  vS.  W.  and  fine.  6.45  p.m.,  passed  l  ipe 
Alexander.  8.45  p.m.,  .stopped  at  Littleton  Island,  st;  inrr 
breeze  from  east,  .-iteamed  on  towards  Hnndjoldt  (ila  ,er. 
Midnijrjit,  moderate  and  fine.  Shi])  stopjx'd  b\- a  i!id 
barrier  of  ice  reaeliinj^-  across  Smith  Sound  from  Cape 
Sabine  to  Cape  Inj^-lefield. 

WkdxKSDAV,  ]v\,\  27,  .V.  M. — I'>c.L,nii,s   calm  and  line. 

I  a.  m.,  saw  several  walrnses  in  the  water,  also  -ome 
on  the  ice.  Tl:t  relief  party  manned  a  boat  and  w^nt 
away  after  them.  4  a.  m. ,  retnrned,  havinj^-  captured  I."'  )ur. 
Thick  foj.^  Hauled  them  on  a  piece  of  ice  and  skiniad 
them.  10.30 a.m., calm  and  clear,fini.shed  skinninj;,  touk 
them  on  board  and  .steaiiied  south  for  Littleton  Island. 
All  the  party  went  on  shore  shootin*;-  walrus,  huntins^, 
etc.,  etc.  6  p.m.,  party  all  on  board,  brought  one  young 
walrus,  started  to  visit  an  Eskimo  village  at  Port  Foulke, 
Hayes's  winter  quarters.  Several  walruses  on  pieces  of 
ice,  boat  went  after  tlier',  but  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
any.      Killed   one    from  the  ship  and   got  it  on  board. 

II  p.  m.,  party  returned  satisfied  tlie  village  had  been 
deserted.  Brought  a  few  relics  from  Hayes's  winter 
quarters,  steamed  south  to  call  at  Sontag  Bav.  Aiidniglit, 
rounded  Cape  Alexander,  bound  south,  calm  and  fine. 

Thursday,  July  2<S,  a.  :\'. — Begins  calm  and  [\\\'\ 
steaming  easy.  3.30  a.m.,  arrived  off  Sontag  Bay,  stopped 
the  engine,  lay  by,  lot  of  loose  ice  along  the  coast.  9 
a.m  ,  part\' went  on  shore,  shij)  laying  off  Noon,  partx 
returned,  found  a  deserted  Eskimo  village,  brought  willi 
them   a  lot   of  relics  from  American  or  English  sliips, 
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oiu  button  was  found  havincr  the  letters  thereon  "  T.  S. 
X.,"  also  brou(T;ht  a  lot  of  P^skinio  skulls  from  the  ;,n'aves. 
I  p.  ui.,  ])arty  starts  for  the  shore,  takin<^  with  them  a 
t()bo,i;L^au,  and  each  a  small  bai^of  clothes  with  provisions, 
to  irv  to  get  up  a  glacier,  intending  to  return  about  mid- 
iiiL;ht.  10  p.  m.,  party  came  off  to  the  ships,  not  having 
been  able  to  climb  the  glacier,  had  suj^per  and  started 
for  the  shore  again  to  try  it  in  another  direction.  Mid- 
night, calm  and  fine,  ship  sti':  lying  to. 

Friday,  July  29,  a.  m. — Hegins  as  yesterday.  8 
a.m.,  light  breeze  from  S.  E.  and  cloudy,  party  not  re- 
turned. 1 1.30  a.m.,  party  returned,  succeeded  in  climb- 
ing glacier,  and  walked  a  few  miles  to  the  inland  ice, 
absent  from  the  ship  thirteen  and  a  half  hours.  Started 
towards  Cape  Robertson  at  2.30  ]x  m.,  r,  bry  inside  not 
named  on  the  chart,  steamed  in.  Professor  and  two  of  the 
partv  landed  *^o  examine  some  deserted  Eskimo  huts, 
after  landing,  found  one  family  in  a  hut,  brought  them 
on  board,  gave  them  .some  lumber  and  other  serviceable 
articles,  and  le 't  at  8  p.  m.  for  McCormick  Bay,  where 
we  nrnved  at  ii  ]).  111.  Anchored  in  ten  fathoms  of 
w;iter,  thirtN'  fathoms  cable,  close  in  shore  opposite 
IVary's  winter  quarters.  INIidnight,  calm  and  fine,  kept 
watch  as  at  sea,   numerous   icebergs  drifting  in  tiu  bay. 

Saturday,  July  30,  a.  m. — Begins  as  yesterday. 
6  a.  ni.,  crew  employed  shifting  ct)al  to  bunkers,  etc. 
Xoou,  ditto.  2  p.  m.,  started  to  Rc^bertson  \\x\\  to  land 
a  jMity  on  a  deer-hunting  excursion.  4.30  p.m.,  at  the 
point  desired,  where  IMr.  Bryant,  Dr.  .Mills,  Mr.  Meehan 
and  Mr.  Hntrikin   and    I'vskimo   Daniel  went  on   shore, 
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liaviii!:^  a  week's  i)rovisioiis,    left  one  of  tlie  ship's 
with  them  to  return.      Turned  ship  about  and  suaii; 
back  to  McCorniick   P>ay,  where  we  arrived  at  7  p.  ; 
and  anchored  at  our  usual  anchorinjj^  pkice.      Weatiur 
cahu  and  fine.      AIi(hii.L;"ht,  ditto. 

vSrxDAV,  Jri-V  31,  a.  m. — Ik-oins  as  \ester(i,i\. 
Weatlier  surprisinj^ly  fine.  Xo  duty  to-day,  Ijeiui;  \\w 
Sablxitli.  We  .^-et  our  usual  coni])linientary  visits  rvnni 
the  Kskinios.  Three  of  Pear\-\s  ])art\-  dined  aboaid. 
Continued  fine  throu^^hout  the  twenty-four  hours, 

AIoXDAV,  Arcr.ST  i,  a.  m. — I)e<^ins  as  yestenhix. 
6  a.  ni.,  coninienced  clearinj^ship,  etc.,  and  still  at  anchor. 
Still  iiwaitinjj;-  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Pearv  IVom 
his  journey.  Artist  on  shore  paintin*;',  huntin<;  parl\ 
not  relurned.  P^nd  with  ver\'  fine  weather.  Xunierous 
white  whales  .ii^oin^^  up  the  ba>'. 

TiKSDAV,  Ar(irsT  2,  a.  m.— P)e<j^ins  as  yestenlav. 
Calm  and  \er\'  fine.  6  a.  m.,  cool,  employed  on  the 
ri<;<;inL;'  and  other  work.  Prof.  IIeilj)rin  and  Wirsr 
went  in  boat  to  collect  starfish,  but  j^ot  \-er}'  few  spcci- 
UK  Noon,  ditto  weatlier.      4.r5]).m.,  hunting- part\- 

returned  from  Ro1)ertson  Ba\'  ;  secured  onh'  six  Arctic 
hares.  Weather  continues  ver_\-  fine.  S  p.  m.,  all  the 
part\-  went  on  shore  to  j)lay  a  game  of  ba.sc-ball.  n 
p.  m.,  all  the  part\-  (\ime  on  board  and  retired. 

Wi-'.DXiCsnAV,  Ardr.^T  3,  a.  >j. — Pegins  as  Nesterday. 
Calm  and  fine.  10  a.  m.,  i)arty  went  on  shore  to  enjoy 
ihemselves,  seemed  to  be  nothing  particular.  Ci;'\\ 
filling  water,  .saw  a  fine  smrdl  salmon  at  the  nuuiih  of 
the  stream.      \  .  M.    Iv  kiinos  went  hunting  .■;eals  in  their 
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k  ;  aks,  secured  one  bearded  seal  and  one  yonn^^  white 
wluile,  of  which  the  naturalists  secured  the  skeleton. 
The  sport  was  enjoyed  ver\-  much  by  all.  Xo  si^^n  of 
Liciit.  Peary  arriving-.      Alidnij^ht,  calm  and  vine. 

'rnruSDAV,  Arcu'ST  4,  a.  m. — lie^rins  as  yesterday. 
9  a.  m.,  hove  uj)  and  steamed  to  the  head  of  the  bay. 
A!iN.  l^eary  and  colored  .servant,  ]\Iatthew,  joined  the  ship. 
1 1.45  a.  m.,  anchored  at  the  head  of  the  ba\-,  ten  fathoms 
of  water,  nuiddy  bottom.  Saw  a  <j^reat  quantity  of  white 
whales.  r  a.  m.,  part\'  landed  to  hunt,  collect  speci- 
mens, etc.  5. 30  p.  m. ,  all  the  party  returned  on  board  and 
remained.  IMidni^ht,  moderate  breeze  from  the  X.  W. 
and  fine. 

I'ridav,  Aroi'.S'r  s-  a.  m. — I)ei>ins  moderate  and 
cloudy,  fo<^  covcrin_L;-  the  top  of  the  land.  6  a.  m. ,  thick 
:b^  whicli  continues  until  i  i  a.  m.  Xoon,  fo<; 
cleared  off.  Chief  Mate,  vSecond  Knoineer  and  one 
seaman  on  shore  liuntin<;-  for  jranie.  Party  preparin<r 
si^n-post  to  take  to  the  inland  ice  to  direct  Pear\'  on  his 
way  to  the  ship.  i  p.  m.,  all  the  pa^ly  left  the  ship  to 
carry  out  their  intention  as  to  puttini^-  the  posts.  5.30 
p.  m.,  mate  arrived  from  hunting'-,  (;ot  but  few  birds. 
Saw  three  deer  and  .several  w^ld  orcese,  but  could  not 
i^ei  near  them.  10  p.  m.,  dense  fo<.^.  Cairn.  ]\Iidnijj;ht, 
do.  weather. 

vSaturdav,  Arcrs'r  6,  a.  m. — Bej^ins  calm  and  fine. 
4  a.  m.,  heard  (i;uns  firing  on  shore,  boat  coming-  brin_y;-ing 
the  relief  partv-,  who  went  to  ])ut  up  signal  staffs,  also 
Lieut.  Pear\'  and  companion,  Astrtip,  who  accompanied 
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liiin  in  liis  travels  north.  We  hoisted  sliij)"s  il;ij.,, 
and  they  reported  they  had  accomplished  the  work  ti..  v 
had  expected  when  they  started.  They  ])ronoht  j'lve 
dogs  ont  of  sixteen  the\-  had  when  the\-  started  on  iln.- 
jonrne\-,  havino-  to  kill  the  other  ele\-en  for  food  fcjr  liit.' 
reniaininjj;- ones.  Lient.  Pear\'  and  Astrnp  in  (;ood  he;iUIi 
and  looking-  well.  Sa.  ni.,  calm  and  fine,  and  all  ilu' 
party  takinj;-  a  rest.  Ship  still  lyin_i;  at  anchor  at  ilk- 
head  of  the  ba\'.  Xoon,  fresh  breeze  from  K.  X.  ]•', 
Paid  ont  chain  to  thirty  fathoms.  7  p.  m.,  Lientenant 
Peary  asked  for  ship's  crew  \o  ,l(o  on  shore  and  assist 
him  to  brinc;^  his  lnf^<^ai*'e  from  the  top  of  the  cliffs,  whicli 
was  willinj^l)-  done.  Relief  party  too  mnch  fatij^ned  to 
f^o,  ir.3op.  m.,  arrived  on  board  with  all  his  efifccts. 
IMidniirht,  stron*^  breeze  and  fine. 

SrxDAV,  Ar(U'.ST  7,  a.  m. — Begins  as  yesterda>-.  s 
a.m.,  all  very  qniet.  Xoon,  stron^^  breeze  from  east,  <^aw 
chain  to  forty-five  fathoms.  2  p.m.,  Lientenant  Ptar\ , 
Professor  Heilprin  and  party  started  for  the  shore.  After 
one  honr  rowin<j;-  had  to  retnrn,  drenched  with  water,  not 
beinj^  able  to  remain  on  shore.  3  ]).  m.,  ordered  sttam 
at  hand  in  case  of  ship  drifting.';.  IJlowino-  heav\'.  4 
p.  m.,  anchor  started,  ship  driftin^^  towards  shore,  went 
easy  ahead,  hove  np  the  anchor  and  steamed  to  tlie 
weather  side  of  the  bay,  and  lay  b\-.  6.30  p.  m.,  started 
nio\'in<>'  dowi:  the  baw  ent:'ines  (joini*;  slow,  7  ]k  ni., 
strnck  on  a  shoal  and  lodj^ed.  vSonnded  around  the  ship 
and  fonnd  that  she  was  only  canj^ht  on  tlie  fore  fool. 
Shifted   a   little  carti;-o  from   forward,  enj^ines  i^^oin^;  full 
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speed  astern,  saw  a  piece  of  false  keel  float  up  aloii<^side. 
S  !>.  in.,  slid  off  the  shoal,  ship  making  no  water,  still 
hii'wing  heavy,  lying  in  deep  water,  10  p.  ni.,  moder- 
ating a  little.  Started  down  the  bay  towards  the  station, 
when  abont  half  way  down,  the  wind  getting  quite 
moderate,  laid  by.  10  p.  m.,  started  down  the  bay, 
engines  going  slow.  Midnight,  blowing  heavy,  stopped 
the  engines  and  let  the  ship  drive  down  the  bay  towards 
the  station. 

MoxDAV,  August  8,  a.  .m. — Begins  blowing  heavy 
from  K.  N.  E.  out  the  bay.  Ship  drifting  down.  6  a.m., 
abreast  of  the  station,  close  to,  heavy  surf  on  the 
l)each,  too  much  to  land,  la}-  forth  and  back  waiting  for 
it  to  moderate.  Noon,  no  wind,  clear  sky.  i  p.  m., 
moderated  a  little.  Ships  crew  landed.  Lieut,  and  Mrs. 
Peary  inside  of  Cape  Cleveland  about  two  miles  south 
of  the  station.  2  p.  m.,  still  blowing.  4  p.  m.,  winds 
moderating.      ]\Iidnight,  calm. 

Tuesday,  August  9,  a.  m. — Begins  calm  and  cloudy. 
Ship  lying  by  in  the  bay.  9  a.  m.,  steamed  in  close  to 
the  station  and  anchored  expecting  to  take  on  board 
Lieutenant  Peary  and  his  effects,  but  were  greatly  dis- 
appointed finding  him  and  his  part>'  were  going  away 
in  their  boats  on  a  hunting  excursion  of  a  \veek's  dura- 
lion.  Professor  Heilprin  and  some  of  his  party  dredg- 
ing for  specimens  of  sea  insects,  crew  employed  filling 
water,  etc.  4  p.  m.,  still  calm  and  cloudy.  A  few 
blossoms  of  snow  fell.  Heilprin  and  party  busy  getting 
ready  to  go  by  boat  on  a  hunting  tour  to  Inglefield  Gulf 
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or  Herbert  Island.      Alidiiiglit,  liglit  breeze  from  IS.  ]•',. 
with  small   rain. 

\Vi:i)XK.si)AY,  ArriusT  10,  a.  m. — Bej^ins  lij^lit  brv'.zc 
from    S.    vS.    \V.,   with    rain.      4  a.    m.,    ditto   wcatiur, 

6  a.  m.,  heavy  rain.  S  a.  m.,  cleared  off  a  little,  c',\  w 
emj^loved  shiftin.t;  coal  to  l)nnkers.  9.30  a.  m.,  pariv 
left  the  ship  for  hnntinj^-  tour.  Noon,  wind  increasing 
with  heavy  rain.  4  p.  ni.,  blowinj^  hard,  still  rainiuo- 
lieavy.     6  p.  ni.,  heavy  i^ale,  j^ave  chain  to  forty  fathoms. 

7  p.  m.,  anchor  drove,  steamed  ahead  slow  whilst  1k;'i\-- 
in;.^-  np  the  anchor,  no  use  to  <;ive  more  chain,  (lro\e  olT 
in  deep  water,  heavy  squalls  off  the  land  kept  the  sliip 
dodt^in^"  forth  and  back  under  the  land.  9  ]).  ni., 
moderatinj^-  a  little,  rain  holding  up.  ]\lidniglit, 
moderate. 

TirrR.SDAv,  Aror.sT  11,  a.  .ai. — Begins  moderate, thick, 
cloudy  weather.  4  a.  m.,  calm.  8  a.  m.,  ditto,  ship 
lying  by  in  the  bay,  none  of  the  hunters  returned,  crew 
emplo\-ed  at  work  on  the  ship.  Xoon,  ditto  weather. 
4  p.  m.,  heav>-  rain.  S  p.  m.,  ditto.  10.30  p.  ni., 
sudden  squall  from  E.  S.  E.  [Midnight,  more  moderate, 
thick,  c]oud>-  weather. 

Friday,  Auch'.st  12,  a.  m. — Begins  strong  breeze  from 
S.  vS.  \V. ,  and  cloudy.  4  a.  m.,  light  .showers.  9  a.  m., 
moderate  light  showers  of  snow,  steamed  in  close  to  the 
shore  and  anchored  in  ten  fathoms  of  water.  Thirty 
fathoms  cable.  Xoon,  light  variable  winds,  very  heavy 
sky.  4  p.  m.,  thick  snow.  8  p.  m.,  ditto  weather. 
Midnight,  light  breeze   from  E.  S.  E.,  and   freshening, 
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still    snowing    a    little,    none    of    the    luinting    parties 
arrived. 

Satikdav,  Arc.rs'i'  13,  a.  m. — I)e<^iiis  fresheiiinj^ 
brcc/.e  fruiii  »S.  vS.  K. ,  very  heavy  sky.  1,30  a.  111.,  Pro- 
fL>s()r  Heil prill  and  party  returned  in  ship's  boat,  brouj^ht 
\\\\\\  them  as  specimens  three  walrus  heads,  which 
tlKV  obtained  whilst  huntinj^^  4  a.  m.,  stroiij;  breeze,  ' 
still  snowin<^.  <S  a,  m.,  blowiufj^  heavy,  anchor  holding; 
"ood,  <rave  a  few  fathoms  more  chain.  10  a.  m.,  mod- 
cratin<^,  sky  clearing;.  Noon,  fine,  stron(>- winds.  4  p.m., 
do.  weather,  no  sight  of  Mr.  Peary's  party  arrixing. 
Midnight,  cahii  and  fine. 

SuxD.vv,  August  14,  a.  m. — Begins  as  yesterday. 
4  a.  111.,  one  of  party's  boats  killed  one  reindeer  and 
one  seal.  8  a.  m.,  cahii  and  very  fine,  no  duty  on 
board  ship,  being  the  Sabbath.  Professor  Heilprin  and 
some  of  his  party  away  dredging  for  specimens  of  shell 
fisli.  Secured  some  very  fine  ones.  Noon,  fine.  4  p.m., 
cloudy.  8  p.m.,  fresh  breeze  from  tlie  southward  v.'ith 
rain.  ^Midnight,  winds  increasing.  Continues  to  rain 
heavy. 

MoxDAv,  August  15,  a.  m. — Begins  blowing  heavy 
from  S. ,  S.  W.  with  heavy  rain.  8.  a.  m.,  rain  holding 
U|),  wind  increasing,  gave  chain  to  sixty  fathoms. 
Xooii,  moderating  a  little,  landed  to-day.  9  a.  m., 
clearing  up  and  moderating,  but  hard  squalls  at  time  -. 
Midnight,  do.  weather. 

TuKSDAY,  August  16,  a.  m. — Begins  with  hard 
squalls  from  S.  vS.  W.  with  rain.     Showers.     6  a.   111., 
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inodcratiiij^  and  clcariiij^  off  fine.  10  a.  ni.,  calm  aid 
fine,  conunenccd  takinj^-  sonic  of  Peary's  stores  on  IhmkI, 
l)oat  not  arrived  yet.  A  large  lot  of  icebergs  and  diift 
ontside  the  bay.  Noon,  light,  variable  airs  and  tiue. 
4  p.  ni.,  clondy.  Hove  in  slack  chain  to  thirty  fatlioins. 
6  p.  ni.,  rain,  bnt  still  light  airs  and  continuing  till 
midnight. 

Wkdxksdav,  ArorsT  17,  a.  m. — Begins  light,  \ari- 
able  airs,  with  heavy  rain.  4  a.  ni.,  sudden  squall  from 
the  southward  gave  chain  to  fifty-five  fathoms.  (> 
a.  ni.,  still  hard  .squalls.  8  a.  ni.,  moderating,  thick, 
cloudy  weather.  Noon,  light,  variable  winds,  cleariiiL^ 
off  fine.  Hove  up  slack  chain  to  thirty  fathoms, 
Peary's  boat  not  arrived.  6  p.  m.,  sudden  squalls  from 
the  southward,  paid  out  chain  to  fifty-five  fathoms. 
8  p.  ni.,  heavy  gale.  9  p.  m.,  Peary  arrived  from 
Inglefield  Gulf,  wind  moderating.  11  p.  m.,  moderate 
and  fine.     Midnight,  calm. 

Thursday,  August  18,  a.  m. — Begins  calm  and 
fine.  4  a.  m.,  do.  weather.  9  a.  m.,  commenced  tak- 
ing Lieutenant  Peary's  things  on  board.  Second  boat 
returned  from  the  head  of  the  bay,  which  had  been 
away  in  .search  of  one  of  their  party  that  went  hunting 
and  had  not  returned.  Got  a  search  party  to  look 
for  him.  Lieutenant  Peary  and  some  Eskimos  going  to 
the  head  of  the  bay.  Ship  started  at  2.30  p.  m.,  with 
four  Eskimos  and  Dr.  Cook  on  board  for  Robinson  Pniy 
to  start  in  that  direction,  thinking  he  might  be  there,  as 
two  Eskimo  families  reside  there.      5.30  p.  m.,  arrived 
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am!  went  on  shore.  He  had  not  l)een  seen.  vSteanied 
to  tlie  east  side  of  tlie  l)a\'  and  sent  fonr  i)arties  a\va\-  in 
diffVrent  directions  on  the  searcli,  ship  Wwv^  in  the  bay 
waitinj;-.  8  jx  ni.,  calm  and  ch)ndy.  11  ]\  ni.,  tliree 
(if  ihe  party  retnrned  havin*^  shot  two  reindeer,  i)ronj^dit 
t\v«'  skins  and  one  carcass  of  tlie  meat.  ]\Iidni_<^ht,  calm 
aiul  fine. 

I'kiDAV,  AlTrUST  19,  A.  M. — Heoins  calm  and  fun.-. 
2.30  a.m.,  all  the  party  retnrned,  1)rin<^in}^^  no  tidinj^s 
of  the  missincj  man  \'crhoeff.  Let  the  ship  lay  to  in  the 
l)a\-.  9  a.  m.,  .steamed  slowdy  all  around  the  bay  examin- 
ing the  shore  very  closely  for  the  missinjj;-  man.  Xoon, 
turned  the  outer  point  toward  McCormick  Hay,  still  exam- 
ining- the  coast  close,  <;reat  deal  of  scattered  ice  in  the 
mouth  of  the  bay.  2  p.  m. ,  arrived  nearly  at  the  head  of 
the  bay  where  Peary's  camp  was  pitched.  Saw  that  all  hi.s 
company  were  there.  Professor  Heilprin  went  on  shore, 
tlR\-  had  not  seen  an\'thiu<;  of  the  missing  man,  held  a 
consultation  as  to  the  next  mode  of  searcli  and  con- 
cluded for  all  parties  to  start  in  different  directions  go- 
in;^  by  twos  and  threes.  7.30  p.  m.,  left  the  ship  for 
the  search,  anchored  at  the  head  of  the  ])ay,  ten  fathoms 
of  water,  thirty  fathoms  of  cable  on  large  anchor.  10 
p.  m.,  light  variable  airs,  fog  coming  in  the  bay.  Mid- 
night, fresh  breeze,  thick  murky  weather. 

Saturday,  August  20,  a.  :m. — Begins  as  yesterday. 
7.3(j  a.  m.,  Heilprin\s  party  returned  to  the  ship  very 
fatigued  Crew  employed  shifting  coal  to  bunkers,  filling 
water,  e  c.      Noon,  do.  weather.     6  p.  m.,  foggy  on  the 
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sliore,  attended  with  rain.  11  p.m.,  foij  elearin- 1  iff. 
Professor  IIeili)rin  divided  his  men,  sendinj^  a  .staich 
party  on  eaeli  side  of  the  bay.  Thick,  clondy  weather. 
AIi(bii<;-ht,  weather  the  same. 

vSrxDAV,  Ardu.STai,  a.  m. — P>egins  as  yestenhn  .  4 
a.m.,  winds  nortli,  li<.^ht,  thick  ninrky  weather,  j.:^!, 
a.  m.,  Meilprin's  search  party  retnrns  to  the  ship,  hki 
three  of  Peary's  search  party  bnt  no  tidin^^s  of  the  niiss- 
in,i:^  man.  10. 3()  a.m.,  Peary  and  fonr  I-Cskinios  caiiK' 
to  the  ship  after  forty  lionrs' searchin*;  for  the  missing; 
man  VerhoefT,  brino-injr  no  tidin<>;s.  ]\Iate  and  fonr  of 
tlie  crew  started  from  the  ship  at  9.15  a.  m.  to  search 
abont  the  monntains  near  the  ship.  Noon,  Pearv  left 
a.i^ain  for  Rol)inson  P>ay  to  skirt  the  shore  in  l)()al. 
4  p.  ni.,  cahn  and  fine.  Mate  and  party  arrived  willi  no 
tidinos.  5  p.  111.,  hove  np  anchor  and  started  for  Rob- 
inson P)ay,  callin,!^  on  the  way  to  take  on  board  two 
P)si  imo.-;,  also  callinj^  at  Peary's  station  to  commnnicate 
with  ]\Irs.  Peary.  i  i  p.  m.,  arrived  on  tlie  west  side  of 
the  l)ay.  Professor  Heilprin  went  on  shore  to  native 
I54I00  to  try  to  ascertain  from  the  Eskimos  if  there  was 
anythiniL;;  seen  of  the  missing-  man.  After  a  short  time 
returned  on  l)oard  with  no  tidin<(s.  .Moved  sliip  up  to 
head  of  the  bay.      Midni,i;ht,  cahn  and   fine,  laying  by. 

!\Io\i>.\v,  .Vi'C.rsT  22,  A.  M. — P)e<>;-iiis  cahn  and  fiiir. 
1.30  a.m.,  Lieutenant  Peary  and  l)oat's  crew  came  to  liie 
ship  to  arran,i;e  with  Professor  Heilprin  as  to  tl;e  dav's 
.search.  6  a.  m.,  calm  and  \ery  fine.  9.30  a.  ni.,  both 
parties  left  for  the  shore,  Peary  J^oinj;  to    meet  a    party 
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tliat  were  traveling  on  the  search  from  the  liead  of 
McCorinick  Hay  across  to  the  head  of  Robinson  Bay. 
Xooii,  cahn  and  very  fine,  8  p.  ni,,  Lientenant  Peary 
and  two  P^skinios  came  to  the  ship  bringing  witli  them 
OIK  of  Heilprin's  men  disabled  with  a  sprained  knee. 
II  p.m.,  Heilprin  and  all  of  both  parties  arrived  having 
foiiiul  traces  of  the  mis.sing  man.  vSaw  his  tracks  and 
other  tracks  to  convince  them  he  has  pas.sed  along,  but 
no  siiTii  of  him.  Concluded  to  make  one  more  search 
to-morrow.      Midnight,  calm  and  fine. 

Ti'KSD.w,  August  23,  a.  m. — Hegins  as  yesterday, 
still  lying  by  in  the  bay.  10  a.  m.,  Peary's  party  left  for 
the  shore  for  another  search.  Strong  breeze  from  the 
sonthward  and  fine.  Noon,  ditto  weather,  i  p.  m..  Pro- 
fessor Heilprin  and  his  party  left  for  the  shore.  Winds 
moderating  a  little.  4p.  m.,weather  the  same.  5.30  p.m., 
Pear\'s  party  returned  getting  no  further  trace  of  Ver- 
hoelT.  8  p.  m.,  Heilprin  and  party  returned  with  same 
resnlt.  Held  a  consultation  and  agreed  by  all  parties 
that  nothing  further  could  be  done.  9. 15  p.  m.,  started 
for  Peary's  station  in  ]\IcCorniick  Bay,  leaving  a  cache  of 
jMovisions  at  Kern  Point,  near  Cape  Robertson  in  case 
the  man  should  turn  up  after  the  ship  had  left.  1 1 
p.  ni.,  arrived  at  the  station,  anchored  close  to  the  shore, 
twelve  fathoms  of  water.     Midnight,  calm  and  fine. 

Wkdxksd.vv,  August  24,  a.  m. — Begins  as  \esterday. 
9  a.  ni.,  commenced  taking  Peary's  things  on  board.  2 
p.  ni.,  all  on  board,  ho^-e  up  and  started  southward,  bound 
full    speed.       4   p.    m.,    pa.s.sed    west    end    of     Herbert 
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Xnmcrous  iccbcrj^s  drifting  out  of   In<^rl(  ,,,  id 

6  p.   ni.,  calm  and  fine.      Ship  goinj^  full  s].<(l. 

ni.,  passed  Cape  Parry.      Fresh  breeze  from  \\'. 

vSteerin<i;  for  Saunders'  Island.      Midnight,   ii-ht 

from  S.  W.    Thick,  hazy  weather. 


ici;  in;Rt;s  ix  whaij-;  sound. 
TiirRSDAV,  Arc.rsT  25,  a.  .m. — Hej^ins  calm  and  .mk'. 
1. 15  a.m.,  passed  the  north  end  of  Saunders'  Island 
goin^y;^  towards  North  Star  Piay  to  Eskimo  settleuKiil. 
3.45  a.  m.,  off  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  which  was  full  of 
ice  and  not  able  to  <;et  in.  Turned  ship  out  and  steamed 
full  speed  for  Cape  York,  loose  panned  ice  all  aloni,'^  tin.' 
.south  part  of  the  l)ay.  3  a.  m.,  passed  Cape  Atlioll.  9 
a.  m.,  at  Conical  Rock.      Heavy  iceber<;s  in  abundance, 
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alsn  drift  ice  very  tliick.  Xoon,  stroiijj;-  breeze,  hauled 
ship  to  the  southward  where  ice  was  h)()ser  aud  iceberj^s 
noi  >o  thick.  4  p.  ni.,  stroujj^  breeze  from  ,S.  \V.  with 
rain.  Hauled  shi'>  to  vS.  \V.  Xo  ])ossibility  of  <j^ettiu<^ 
to  Cape  York,  decided  to  proceed  to  Disko.  6  ]).  ui., 
Capi'  York  Iv.  by  vS.  about  forty  uiiles.  7  p.  ui.,  wiud 
suulli,  li^ht  suow  showers,  a  very  little  ice  in  sij^ht  to 
the  vS.  \Y.  10  p.  ui.,  ice  thick,  vStrou.i^  bree/e  with 
snow  showers.  ]\Iidui<^ht,  _<>t)L  iu  .t^ood  lakes  of  water. 
Weather  ditto. 

I'-RIDAV,  AuorsT  26,  A.  M. — liej^ius  wind  nioderatiu<;. 
Steaming  throuj^h  lart^e  lakes  of  water  and  skirts  of  ice. 
S  a.  m.,  calm  with  li.t^ht  suow.  vSteamiu)^  throuj^'h  lakes 
an<l  loose  ice  to  vS.  \Y.  followiu}^  the  leads  as  near  the 
the  course  as  possible.  Noon,  thick  cloudy  weather.  Ice 
thick.  2  \>.  m.,sawa  Polar  bear  on  an  icefloe,  turned 
the  sliip  towards  him,  and  after  a  volley  of  twenty-five 
rille  shots,  we  killed  him.  vSteauied  aloui^-side  the  floe  and 
lioisted  him  on  board.  4  p.  m.,  shot  a  hooded  seal, 
lowered  the  boat  and  brou<;ht  it  on  board.  Uoth  the 
seal  and  bear  were  .skinned  for  specimens  for  the  Academy. 
Li^ht  breeze  from  the  vS.  K.  Ice  scattered.  9.30  J),  m., 
ficsh  breeze,  t^ot  clear  of  ice,  course  S.  \Y.  by  vS.  Cloudy 
weather.  Lamp  lit  in  the  cabin  at  9.30  p.  in.  for  the 
fust  time  since  July  12.  !Midni<;ht,  ditto  weather,  ice 
scattered. 

S.\TrRDAV,  Ai'cr.sT  27,  a.  .m. — IJej^ins  fresh  breeze 
from  the  southward  and  thick  cold  weather.  1.30  a.  m., 
not  clear  of  the    ice.      Course  S.  \Y.  bv  S.     Steaniimj 
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about  six  knots.  <S  a.  m.,  niodcratc  weather  with  llr.ck 
foo;,  j;oiii<;  full  speed.  Xoon,  calm,  fo<j^  clears  a  \\\\\k:. 
Sun  showiuj^  at  times.  Latitude,  by  iudifTerent  observa- 
tion, 72°.  Altered  course  to  south.  4  p.  m.,  rain,  tlnck 
fo<^.  8  p.  ni.,  weather  the  same.  Went  dead  slow. 
Heavy  rain.  11.30  p.  !n.,  sudden  squall  from  S.  \V. 
Saw  Kin<;artak  Island  on  port  bow  and  Disko  Island 
on  starboard  bow.  Course  S,  W.  Went  ahead  full 
speed.     Midnight,  strong  wind  and  cloudy. 

SuxD.VY,  August  28,  a.  m. — Begins  increasing  wind 
and  .sea  from  S.  W.  4  a.  m.,  ship  laboring  against  a 
heavy  head,  and  making  very  little  headway.  Turned 
ship's  head  toward  Disko  Island,  close  to  the  land. 
8a.  m.,  pas.sed  between  the  island  and  the  mainland 
along  the  coast  toward  Sigguk  Point,  going  south. 
Wind  getting  moderate  to  N.  W.  11  a.  m. ,  passed  the 
point.  1 1.30  a.  m.,  pas.sed  Cape  Crouston,  wdnds  X.  E., 
light,  thick,  cloudy  weather  ;  numerous  icebergs. 
Shaped  course  vS.  W.  by  W.  for  Waigate  Strait. 
W^ind  freshening,  wind  moderating  and  clearing  up. 
Steamed  over  toward  Disko  Island,  taking  the  strait. 
10  p.  m.,  .squally  weather,  with  showers  of  sleet,  snow 
and  hail,  wdiich  continued  until  midnight. 

MoND.w,  Aug  U.ST  29,  .\.  m. — liegins  strong  breeze 
from  .southward,  with  showers  of  sleet.  Close  to  north 
side  of  Disko  Island.  Steering  half  speed  through  the 
strait.  2  a.  m.,  more  moderate  and  weather  cleariii,",^ 
Went  full  speed,  heavy  current  setting  northward 
through  the  .strait.      4  a.  m.,  winds  increasing  to  stroni^, 
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iK/i  iiuikin,n  iiinch  headway.  6  a.  in.,  iiUHkTatiii}^.  lo 
a.  111.,  anchored  in  a  small  harbor  at  the  south  end  of 
tlu  strait  on  the  east  side.  All  the  parties  went  on 
shore  coUectinj;-  specimens.  Moderate  breexe  and 
cIkiuIv.  4.30  p.  m.,  parties  returned  on  board,  briui;  a 
lari^e  collection  of  fossils.  6  p.  m.,  notliin}^  more  to 
do.  Hove  up  and  started  for  Lievely  or  (lodhavn. 
Slron^j;  breeze  from  vS.  \V.  from  nine  o'clock  until 
nii(lnij>,dit.  Midni<;ht,  blowin,i(  stronj^^-,  with  showers  of 
snow  and  sleet. 

TrKSD.w,  AuCri'ST  30,  a.  m. — P)e.i(ins  stron.i;  wind, 
with  showers  of  snow.  Passed  around  vS.  Iv.  corner 
Disko  Island.  8.30  a.  m.,  anchored  at  Lievely.  vSaluted 
the  inspector  1>y  firin<i^  our  small  cannon,  which  was 
answered  with  six  from  the  shore.  11  a.  m.,  fine 
weather.  Inspector,  wife  and  dau<;liter  paid  the  ship  a 
visit,  invited  the  party  on  shore  and  left.  Crew  busily 
employed  shifting  coal  to  bunkers.  4  p.  m.,  li<>;lit 
breeze  from  the  westward  and  very  fine.  5  p.  m., 
fitiished  coaling,  cleared  up  decks  and  finished  work  for 
the  day.      Midnight,  calm  and  fine. 

Wkdxksday,  August  31,  a.  m. — Begins  as  yester- 
day. 8  a.  m.,  light  breeze  from  the  southward.  Crew 
eini)loyed  filling  water.  Employed  Eskimo  to  put 
twenty  tons  ballast  on  board.  Noon,  showers.  4  p.  m., 
snow.  6  p.  m.,  fresh  breeze  from  the  southward.  8 
p.  ni.,  calm  and  fine.     Midnight,  same  weather. 

Thursday,  Skptkmbkr  i,  a.  m. — Begins  calm  and 
fine.     3  a.  m.,  hove   up  and  steamed  out  of  Godhavn 
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bound   south  to  (iodtliaab.     8  a.  111.,  fresh  bretv.i' 
X.  W.      Set  all  fore  and  aft  canvas.      Noon,  fine  ; 
tude  68°  34'  X.      Stcaniinj^  seven   miles   per  hoin 
p.  ni.,  same  weather.      ]\iidni<;lit,  same  weather. 

Friday,  vSki'TK.mhkr  2,  a.  m. — He<>ins  calm  ,,ii(l 
fine.  2  a.  ni.,  .saw  a  small  .strinj.^  of  ice.  Hove  U.  for 
daylijrht.  4  a.  m.,  went  ahead  full  speed  down  iIr- 
coast.  Xo  ice  in  sight  but  a  few  bergs.  8.30  a.  m., 
took  on  board  an  Eskimo  pilot  and  steered  for  ihc 
harbor.  9  a.  m.,  si.\  more  Eskimos  got  on  board,  look 
their  kajaks  on  deck  and  went  full  speed  for  the  i)ort. 
Fresh  breeze  from  the  X.  W.,  and  fine.  11.30  a.  in., 
anchored  at  Godthaab  .ship's  haven,  .seven  fathoms  of 
water,  twenty  fathoms  of  cable  on  port  deck.  Was 
visited  by  the  Governor  and  staff.  2  p.  m. ,  all  the  party 
went  on  shore.  Crew  employed  filling  bunkers,  filling 
water,  etc.  10.30  p.  m.,  all  the  party  returned  ;  seemed 
to  have  enjoyed  their  visit  on  shore.  Midnight,  calm 
and  fine. 

Saturday,  SeptkmbRR  3,  a.m. — Begins  as  yesterday. 
9  a.m.,  all  the  party  went  ashore.  Ship  at  anchor  in 
Godthaab  ship's  haven.  Midnight,  light  airs  from  X.  K. 
All  the  party  returned. 

Sunday,  September  4,  a.  m. — Begins  calm  and  fine. 
9  a.  m.,  light  breeze  from  X.  E.,  all  the  party  went  on 
shore  to  attend  public  worship,  i  p.  m.,  some  of  the 
party  returned  on  board  and  others  stayed  on  shore. 
3  p.  m.,  all  went  on  shore  and  attended  church,  all 
dined  on  shore,  after  which  the  day  was  finished  with  a 
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dance.     Mi(liii};lit,  frcsli  l)reeze  from   tlie  eastward,  and 
cloiuly. 

Monday,  Ski'Ti:.mhkr  5,  a.  m. — Bej^ins  as  yesterday. 
12.  ;o  a.  111.,  all  the  party  came  on  board  delij^lited  with 
the  day's  doinj;s.  9  a.  111.,  j^ot  np  steam  and  weij^lied 
anchor,  and  steamed  around  opposite  the  inspector's 
scUkiiient  where  all  the  party  went  on  .shore  at  10.45 
a.  ni.  Noon,  the  party  retnrned  from  the  shore,  inspec- 
tor, jLi^overnor  and  minister,  also  their  wives  and  friends 
remained  half  honr  and  left  for  the  shore  with  a  .salnte 
from  onr  ji^nn,  was  also  answered  on  shore  with  cheers 
and  waving  of  handkerchiefs.  Steamed  ont  of  the  bay. 
1.30  p.  m. ,  passed  Jakobsholm  Island,  pnt  ont  patent 
lo','^  and  set  conrse  W.  by  S.  Winds  north  and  strong, 
with  passing  clonds.  vSet  main  topmast  and  middle  fore 
topmast  stay  .sails.  3  p.m.,  set  lower  and  npper  top- 
sails, passing  several  icebergs.  8  p.  m.,  fifty  miles, 
stroller  breeze  from  north,  and  clondv.  Distance  run 
from  8  p.  111.  to  midnight,  thirty  miles,  fresh  breeze  aiid 
cloudy. 

TrivSDAV,  Skptp:mbkr  6,  a.  m. — Begins  strong  breeze 
from  the  northward,  and  clondy.  4  a.  m.,  moderate. 
6  a.  ni.,  light  breeze  from  N.  W.  Stowed  the  topsails. 
Noon,  light  breeze  from  the  southward.  Snn  obscnre. 
3  p.  in.,  breeze  np  from  S.  E.  Set  the  lower  and  npper 
topsails,  all  fore  and  aft  canvas  set.  4  p.  m.,  breeze 
increasing,  with  clondy  weather.  Set  foretop  gallanj: 
sail.  8  p.  m.,  winds  increasing.  Stowed  top-gallant 
sail    and    upper-top-gallant    sail.        Midnight,    stowed 
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jj^allant  and  niaint<)p-j;allaiit  stay  sails.  Wind  iucrui  ,,,(r 
with  snow  sliowLTs. 

Wi'DM-SDAV,  vSi'i'-n-Miu-K  7,  A.  M. — IJcj^nns  wind  ;„. 
crcasin.ii^.  Mist  showers  from  the  eastward.  .\  a.  ni., 
j^ale  nortlicrly  with  heavy  head  sea  shippin;;  iiiiicli 
water,  stowed  upper  topsails.  S  a.  ni.,  stron,^  -.iU- 
from  Iv.  X.  Iv,  with  rain.  Course  vS.  \V.  by  W.  Xn(,n, 
winds  N.  Iv.,  still  blowinj^,  clcarin}^  up,  altered  coikm- 
to  S.  W.  by  S.,  niakiu}^  seven  and  one-half  knots  ]n.i- 
hour.  6  p.  ni.,  nioderatinj;-,  sky  clearing;-.  lo  p.  m.^ 
moderatin<;.  Set  upper  topsail  and  main  top-j^raHant 
stay  sails.      ]\Iidni<;ht,  fine,  set  o^aff  topsail  and  spanker. 

Tiii'R.SDAV,  vSi';pTi-;.MnKR  8,  a.  m. — Hejj^ins  steady 
breeze  and  fine.  Course  S.  W.,  niakin<;  seven  and  a 
half  knots  per  hour.  2  a.  m, ,  showery.  8  a.  ni.,  skv 
cleared  very  fine.  Xoon,  do.  weather.  Latitude  obser- 
vati  T°  53'  X.      P.  ]\I.,  crew  employed  shiftinjj^  coal 

to  b  .  jrs.  6  p.  m.,  calm,  saw  the  land  bearinji^  \V., 
which  proved  to  be  Cape  Harrison,  about  twenty  miles 
distant.  Altered  course  to  S.  by  E.  8  p.  m.,  liolit 
breeze  from  S.  by  W.  Stowed  fore  and  aft  can\as, 
going  full  speed.  Cloudy  weather.  IMiduight,  lij^lit 
breeze  from  the  eastward  and  cloudy. 

Friday,  Skptkmbkr  9,  a.  m. — Begins  light  brec/.e 
from  the  eastward  and  cloudv.  Set  fore  and  aft  can- 
vas.  2.30  a.  m.,  passed  a  barkentine  bound  north. 
6  a.  m.,  sky  clearing.  10  a.  m.,  fine.  Noon,  do. 
weather.  Saw  Woolf  Islands  bearing  N.  W.  Latitude 
observation  53°  39'  N.    1.40  p.  m.,  passed  around  Hill 
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Isi  iinl.  vSc't  palfiJt  loj^  course  S.  W.,  one-half  S.  Wiiul 
N.  i)\  \\.  Steady  l)rc'f/,e.  Saw  several  schooners  runninj^ 
soiiili  on  the  inside.  4.30  j).  ni.,  Hawks  Island  at  \V. 
1)\  X.  ten  miles.  Altered  course  to  S.  hy  W.  Krc.sh 
h:\r/.e  from  the  northward.  S  \\  m.,  fine.  Several 
fore  and  aft  schooners  in  company  bound  south.  Mid- 
nii,dit,  lij^ht  breeze  and  fine. 

SATikD.W,  Skptkmhkk  io,  .\.m. — Hej«;ins  lijrht  bfeeze 
from  the  northward  and  fine  weather.  2  a.  m.,  pas.sed 
two  steamers  bound  east.  4  a.  m.,  weather  do.,  fresh 
breeze.  Set  all  possible  sail.  Ship  makinj^  seven  and 
a  half  knots  per  hour.  All  our  party  on  deck  employed 
cleaning;  paint  work,  etc.  Midni<;ht,  steady  breeze  and 
fine.     Altered  course  to  S.  S.  W. 

Sunday,  Skptkmijkr  ii,  a.  m. — Begins  .steady  breeze 
and  fine.  8  a.  m.,  altered  cour.se  to  S.  W.  by  W.  Saw 
Haccalieu  bearing  S.  W.  by  W.  one-half  W.  11.30a.  m., 
passed  south  end  of  Baccalieu.  4.30  p.  in.,  arrived  at 
St.  Johns,  hauled  ship  to  owner's  wharfend.  Mid- 
night, calm  and  fine.  Night  watchman  employed  from 
the  shore. 

Monday,  September  12,  a.  m. — Begins  moderate 
breeze  and  fine.  8  a.  m.,  do.  weather.  Noon,  em- 
l)loyed  a  diver  to  examine  the  ship's  bottom.  After  a 
careful  examination  reported  nothing  serious  amiss. 
Lloyd's  surveyor  passed  her  to  make  a  voyage  to  United 
States.     Midnight,  fine,  night  watchman  employed. 

VuESDAV,  September  13,  a.  m. — Begins  moderate 
breeze  from  the  westward  and  fine.     6  a.  m. ,  shifted 
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around  to  berth  lor  coali^}^^  S  a.  m.,  people  eiiip;  , ,] 
from  the  shore  pnttin<;  coal  on  hoard,  4  p.  ni.,  Iln,  , ,^,1 
coalinj;.  6  p.  ni.,  watchman  employed  from  the  .sl,.,i,^._ 
Midni^^dit,  moderate  ard  fine. 

\Vki)Ni:si)Av,  vSi;i'Ti;.Mni:R  14,  a.  m. — Uej^ii.s  i  ir.u. 
Kniployed  ^ettinj^  ship  ready  for  sea.  Xooii,  i!,.li[ 
hrce/e  from  S.  K.  4  p.  m,,  backed  ont  from  the  wli  nf 
with  pilot  on  board.  wSteamed  down  the  harbor  amid 
cheers  and  waving;-  of  handkerchiefs  from  the  peopK  on 
shore.  4.30  p.  m.,  passed  thron«;h  the  Narrows.  5  p.  u\., 
passed  Cape  Spear  and  shaped  conrse  S.  W.  |j  S.  I'm 
ont  patent  \o\r.  Fresh  breeze  from  W.  S.  W.  10  j).  ni., 
passed  l^airyland  Head  Light.  Midnight,  thick,  lia/.v 
weather. 

Thi-rsday,  Ski'TKmhkr  15,  A.  M. — Begins  livsli 
breeze  from  vS.  W.  Thick,  hazy  weather.  2  a.  ni., 
clear.  Cape  Race  light  W.  N.  \V.  abont  six  miles.  S 
a.  m.,  thick  fog,  whistle  blowing  at  short  intervals. 
10  a.  m.,  fog  lifted,  .saw  a  schooner  bonnd  east,  hnnhcr 
laden.  Noon,  jxassing  fogs,  fre.sh  breeze  from  ilic 
sonthward.      Set  all  fore  and  aft  canvas.      iCngines  full 

speed.  Kst.  distance  rnn  from  Cape  Race  seventy  miles, 
conrse  \V.  }^  S.  4  p.  m.,  winds  increasing.  6  p.  in,, 
rain  showers  with  strong  breeze.  F'nrled  npper  niaiii- 
top-gal Ian t-stay sail  and  gaff-top.sail.  Midnight,  heavy 
rain. 

Friday,  Skptp:mbrr  16,  a.  m. — Begins  strong  breeze 
from  the  sonthward.  Heavy  side  sea.  2  a.  m.,  heavy 
rain  attended  with   mnch  lightning  to  the  sonthward. 
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S'  'A'cd  lower  niain-U)i)-<;allant-staysail  and  slatuliii}^^  jib. 

5  111.,  rain  ck-ariii<;-  olT.  Xooii,  sudden  chanj^v  from  the 
vv(  -^tward.  vStowcd  all  iorc  and  aft  canvas.  Heavy  side 
roll.  Whole  distance  made  from  yesterday  noon,  141 
iiiiles.  vShip  j^oinj^^  her  course  \V.  'i  S.  2  p.  m.,  fresh 
l)iii.'/.e  from  W.  X.  W.  and  clear  sky.  vSea  fallinjj^  down. 
4  [).  111.,  sounded  twenty-one  fathoms,  jL,^ray  sand  and 
slulls.  «S  p.  m.,  fresh  breeze  from  the  westward. 
Sliip  steering  four  knots.  Sounded  twenty-three 
fathoms  on  .south  part  of  Hanqucreau.  Midni<^lit,  do. 
weather.  Latitude  by  indiiTerent  obser'ation  45°  i'  X. 
Hii<4ines  full  .speed. 

S.VTrRDAV,  Skptkmukr  17,  A.  M. — Dcj^ins  fresh  breeze 
and  cloudy.  4  a.  m.,  passed  a  fisherman  at  anchor. 
Wiad  west.  Xoon,  fine.  Whole  distance  run  from 
yesterday  noon,  107  miles.  Latitude  observation  43° 
4.S'.  Crew  employed  shiftinj^coal  from  hold  to  bunkers. 
4  p.  m.,    passed   an    American    fisherman    bound    east. 

6  p.  in.,  fresh  breeze  from  west.  Smooth  water,  altered 
course  to  west.  Midnij^ht,  do.  weather.  En(i;ines  full 
speed. 

Si'NDAY,  Skptemrkr  1 8,  A.  M. — Begins  stroncr  breeze 
from  the  westward  and  fine  weather.  8  a.  m.,  do. 
weather.  No  duty,  beino^  the  Sabbath.  Noon,  stronj^ 
breeze  and  fine.  Latitude  obs.  42°  53'  North  lonc^itude 
by  chronometer.  4  p.m.,  62°  '^'^'  West.  8  p.  m.,  do. 
weather,  makinji^  four  knots  per  hour.  Wind  increasing 
a  little.  Midnight,  heavy  head  sea  making  three  knots 
per  hour.     Engines  going  full  speed. 
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Monday,  Si-n'Tiaiiii-iR  19,  a.  .m. — P>coiiis  as  ycsUrc  iv. 
6  a.  m.,  stro!';y;'  breeze,  ship  not  makinjr  much  w.^v. 
Set  fore  and  aft  canvas  niakin<^  W.  b)-  X.  course,  s 
a.  m.,  do.  weather  and  very  fine.  10  a.  ni.,  Allen  line 
steamer  passed  East,  Barren  in  si<;-lit,  reaching-  sonih. 
Xoon,  fresh  breeze  from  W.  S.  W.  and  fine,  Lat.  c'ds. 
42°  29'  N.  Whole  distance  by  patent  1o<l^,  ioi  niiks. 
p.  ni.,  crew  employed  shifting;  coal  from  hold  to  buukns. 
5  p.  m.,  moderatins^  and  cloudy.  Stowed  fore  and  aft 
canvas,  <;;ave  course  W.  by  S.  y.  S.  8  p.  ni.,  kw 
flashes  of  lio^htning  to  the  westward.  1 1  p.  m,,  wind  vicr- 
ing  to  N.  E.  ^Midnight,  fresh  breeze  from  X.  E.  \\\\.\\ 
showers  of  rain  and  heavy  lightning. 

Tuesday,  Skptkmhkr  20,  a.  .m. — Begins  increasing 
breeze  from  N.  E.  with  heavy  rain  showers  and  lie.uv 
flashes  of  lightning.  Set  main  topmast  and  middle 
staysails.  4  a.  m.,  set  spanker  and  fore  topmast  stay- 
sails. 6  a.m.,  weather  clearing  off".  Wind  X.  X.  Iv 
Set  lower  topsail.  9  a.  m. ,  moderating  and  fine.  vSct 
foresail,  upper  topsail  and  main-top-gallant-staysail. 
Noon,  steady  breeze  and  clear  sky.  Set  fore-topsail  and 
gaff-topsail.  Whole  distance  per  patent  log,  156  miles. 
Lat.  obs.  41°  19'  X.  4  p.  m.,  moderating.  ^lidniglit, 
moderate  and  fine.  Engines  going  full  speed.  Saw  a 
New  York  pilot  boat. 

WedxKvSDAV,  Skptk.mhkr  21,  A.  M. — Begins  steady 
breeze  from  X.  E.,  and  clear  sky.  2  p.  m.,  saw  two 
steamers  bound  east.  8  a.  m.,  moderate,  veering  around 
to  the  S.  E.      8  a.   m.,  stopped    the   engines   to   renew 
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'  irculatiiij;^  pump  valve.  Delayed  one  hour  and  started 
.n^ain.  Noon,  strono^  light  breeze  from  N.  E.,  and  fine. 
Latitude  obs.,  39°  49'  N.  Whole  distance  run  for 
tiie  twenty-four  hours,  184  miles.  P.  M. ,  fine,  crew 
employed  shiftinj^  coal  to  bunkers.  Midnij^ht,  light 
breeze  from  S.  E.,  all  possible  sail  set.  Sounded  ninety- 
one  fathoms 

Thursday,  September  22,  a.  m. — Begins  light  breeze 
from  the  S.  E.,  a::d  fine.  2  a.  m.,  cloudy.  4  a.  m. , 
sounded  forty-three  fathoms.  6  a.  m. ,  light  rain  showers. 
S  a.  m.,  sounded  thirty-one  fathoms,  grey  sand  and 
shells.  Altered  course  to  W.  by  S.  Noon,  cloudy. 
Whole  distance  run,  180  miles,  no  p.  m.,  took  on 
board  Philadelphia  pilot,  and  steered  for  the  Delaware. 
3  p.  m.,  passed  close  by  Five  Fathom  Shoal  light  vessel. 


[end  ok  log.] 
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THE  PEARY  RELIEF  EXPEniTlON. 

(For  the  narrative  of  the  «'  Relief  of  Peary"  we  are  indebted  to 
Wm.  E.  Meehan,  Esq.,  Associate  Editor  of  the  Philadelphia  "  Public 
Ledger,"  who  was  the  botanist  of  the  relief  expedition.) 

:H  AFTER    I. 

The  Relief  Expedition.— Its  Conception. — Goods  for  Free 
DisTRiHiTioN  Among  thi-;  Northern  Eskimos. — Sketches 
of  the  Members  of  the  Expedition. 

THE  West  Greenland  Expedition  had  scarcely 
returned  from  McCorinick  Ba\-  when  man\'  people 
began  expressing  fears  for  the  safet)-  of  the  Peary  party. 
These  fears  were  partly  the  result  of  a  general  belief, 
grounded  on  the  various  books  of  Arctic  travel,  that 
len«fthv  residence  in  North  Greenland  was  neces- 
.sarily  attended  by  frightful  hardships,  and  partly 
the  effect  of  numerous  newspaper  articles  which 
took  a  pessimistic  view  of  the  situation.  It  was  argued 
by  the  writers  of  these  articles  that  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Peary 
and  their  companions  had  not  been  supplied  with 
sufficient  provisions  and  fuel  to  carry  them  through  the 
rigors  of  an  Arctic  winter  ;  that  the  accident  by  which 
Lieut.  Pear)'  broke  his  leg  in  Melville  Bay,  on  his  way 
north,  would  not  only  interfere  with  his  propo.sed  journey 
in  the  spring  over  the  inland  ice,  but  actually  jeopardize 
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the  lives  of  the  whole  party,  and  lastly,  that  if  ih.' 
members  of  the  expedition  did  pass  throuj^h  the  winu  , 
withont  freeziiij^  or  starvinj^  to  death,  it  wonld  be  inijjos- 
sible  for  them  to  make  a  safe  retreat  in  open  boats  fnjui 
]\IcCorniick  Bay  to  Upernavik,  a  distance  of  more  than 
6oo  miles. 

Those  who  were  best  acqnainted  with  the  Arctic 
rej^ions  and  with  Lient.  Peary  and  with  the  carefnl  c(jii- 
sideration  he  had  driven  the  matter  of  provisions  and  fuel 
had  no  concern  as  to  his  or  his  companions  safety  durino 
the  lontr  winter  night  in  Greenland.  But  the  fears  that 
the  party  could  not  successfully  make  its  way  south- 
wardly through  the  dangerous  ice-packed  ]\Ielville 
Bay  in  open  whale  boats  seemed  well  founded  to 
almost  everyone.  IVIorever,  the  proposed  journey  seemed 
to  many  to  have  added  precariousness  when  it  was 
pointed  out  that  the  members  of  Lieut.  Peary's  party 
were  not  accustomed  to  the  kind  of  craft  they  would  be 
obliged  to  use,  and  that  as  a  consequence,  however 
hardy  they  might  be  in  other  respects,  they  would  not 
be  able  to  stand  the  strain  demanded  of  them.  Amoncr 
those  who  held  these  views  concerning  the  boat  journey 
were  many  members  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 
and  they  finally  discussed  the  advisability  of  sending  an 
expedition  to  the  relief  of  the  explorers,  and  in  the  end 
formally  made  such  a  proposition  at  one  of  the  winter 
meetings.  There  were  a  few  slight  objections  raised  by 
some  at  the  outset,  but  these  were  over-ruled,  and  in 
March,  1892,  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  decided 
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irat  a  relief  party  should  be  sent  out  under  its  auspices, 
V  lU  the  proviso,  however,  that  the  funds  required  should 
Ir  raised  by  subscription.  Professor  An^T^elo  Heilprin, 
wiio  had  made  an  efficient  head  of  the  West  Greenland 
lApcdition  in  1891,  was  appointed  leader  of  the  one 
iiciw  decided  upon.  It  received  the  title  of  the  Peary 
Rrlief  Expedition,  and  the  scientific  body  fosterinji^  it 
a])pointed  a  committee  consistinja^  of  Professor  AnjJi^elo 
Heilprin,  chairman  ;  Gavin  B.  Hart,  Uselma  C.  Smith, 
Dr.  Benjamin  Sharp,  and  Dr.  Dixon  to  assi.st  in  raising 
the  funds  and  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  voyage. 

Although  $10,000  was  the  sum  named  as  needed,  that 
amount  was  practically  raised  by  June  i,  and  the  Kitc^ 
the  staunch  little  vessel  which  had  taken  the  North 
Greenland  and  the  West  Greenland  expeditions  the  pre- 
vious year,  was  chartered  in  St.  Johns,  and  genial 
Captain  Richard  Pike,  of  Harbor  Grace,  Newfoundland, 
who  had  proved  his  skill  in  Arctic  navigation  on  the 
first  voyage  of  the  A7/<",was  again  secured  as  its  master. 

In  the  meantime  Dr.  Joseph  T.  Rothrock,  of  West 
Chester,  who  is  prominently  known  in  Philadelphia  as  a 
lecturer  on  botanical  topics,  conceived  the  happy  and 
philanthropic  -idea  of  sending  a  quantity  of  wood  for 
sledges,  kajaks  and  harpoons  ;  of  iron  spear  heads  and 
household  utensils,  to  be  distributed  as  gifts  among  the 
Eskimos,  whose  settlements  are  on  the  west  coast  of 
Greenland,  at  Cape  York  and  above.  As  trees  are 
unknown   so    far   north,  and    as    the    people   have    no 
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facilities  for  sincltiiij^  what  little  iron  the  conn  •  ,• 
yields,  these  articles  would  be  invaluable  to  them  in  li  r 
strugji^le  for  existence  ;  besides,  their  jj;^ood-will  ;i  :■! 
friendly  disposition  niiji;ht  be  of  incalculable  service  10 
the  relief  party  in  furtlierinj^  the  object  of  their  setiniM 
out.  It  is,  therefore,  little  wonder  that  Dr.  Rothnxk  s 
benevolent  scheme  met  with  immediate  and  cordial  sup- 


watching  FOR  SEAL. 

port.  From  well-known  residents  of  his  home,  in  West 
Chester,  came  generous  contributions.  In  Philadelphia, 
Professor  Edwin  J.  Houston,  head  of  the  Department  of 
Physical  Geography  and  Natural  Philosophy  at  the 
Central  High  School,  was  perhaps  the  most  interested 
in  this  proposed  good  work,  and  through  him  a  large 
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cjuantity  of  articles  and  C()nsi(k'ra])le  money  was  contri- 
biited.      Professor  Heilprin,  on  tlic  part  of  tlie  menil)ers 

of  the  relief  expedition,  clieerfnlly 
promised  to  faithfully  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  donors.  Into  his  char<(e 
were  j^iven  six  Arctic  sleds,  twenty-five 
spears  made  from  files  donated  by 
Hoopes,  Brother  &  Darlinjj^ton,  100 
'Y^^^^^W'-''^^  liickory  spear  handles,  forty-eij^ht 
V  *'         spools  of  copper    wire,     120   butcher 

knives,  thirty-two  pounds  of  hoop 
iron,  108  thimbles,  1000  assorted  needles,  a  j^reat  num- 
ber of  files  of    various  sizes  and   patterns,    about   two 
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dozen  iron   kettles,  a  dozen  cleavers,  two  dozen  saws, 
many    scissors,    thimbles,    hammers,    braces    and    bits, 

planes,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  cut  lumber. 

The  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences,  besides  entrusting 
the  leadership  of  the  expedi- 
tion to  Professor  Heilprin, 
<^ave  another  proof  of  its  confidence  in  him  by  leaving 
to  his  judgment   the   selection   of  those  who  were  to 
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accoinpany  liini,  and  he  chose  the  foHowinj^  as  his  ci  a. 
paiii(jiis  : 

Henry  (i.  liryant,  second  in  command.  AUhouiL;!!  a 
yonnj;-  man,  he  has  a  n()o(l  record  as  a  traveler,  ha\i,i;r 
joi'.rneyed  over  Northern  Africa  and  almost  ewiv 
conntry  in  luirope,  and  pretty  mnch  the  wliole  of  \\w 
United  vStates.  His  ij^rcatest  achievement,  ho\ve\tr, 
was  in  1S91,  when  he  led  a  small  party  to  the  (in.ii 
I^Uls  of  Labrador,  350  miles  into  the  interior  of  thai 
fdmost  nnknown  conntry,  and  was  the  first  to  ascii- 
tain  their  height,  316  feet.  Previous  to  his  visit, 
bat  two  white  men  had  e\er  seen  this  i^reat  bod}  ol 
water. 

William  \\.  Meehan  is  an  associate  editor  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Public  Li'di^c)\  and  was  its  staff  correspondent  on 
the  voyai^e.  He  is  a  son  of  Professor  Thomas  Meehan, 
of  Ciermantown,  vice-president  of  the  academy  and  a 
scientist  of  note.  To  him  was  entrusted  the  botanical 
work  of  the  expedition. 

F.  W.  Stokes,  the  third  member  of  the  party,  is  an 
artist.  He  was  enjj^a^^ed  by  the  publishers  of  Scribncrs 
Maoazinc  to  make  sketches  for  them  during  the  voyage, 
and  all  the  time  that  could  be  spared  from  his  duties  as 
a  member  of  the  expedition  were  to  be  devoted  to  that 
jnirpose. 

Albert  White  \'orse  is  the  exchanjire  editor  of  the 
Philadelphia  Press. 

Samuel  J.  PvUtrikin,  the  photo^^rapher  of  the  party, 
is  a  native  of  this   State.       Until  a  jear  ago  he   was 
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S'  i«.riiitcMultnt  of  Iiuhislrics  in  the  Schoficld  Normal 
a;  il  Iiulustrial  vScliool  at  Aiken,  vSoutli  Ca'olina. 

Dr.  Jackson  M.  Mills,  the  siirj^con  and  physician  of 
l!  party,  is  a  native  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  hnt  for  the  past 
loiir  years  he  has  resided  in  Xew  York. 

(.Miarlcs  Kdward  Mite,  the  taxidermist  of  the  e.\]K'di- 
lim,  was  for  some  time  assistant  to  I\ofe.ssor  Dyche  in 
llu  State  Universitv  of  Kansas. 
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CHAPTER    II. 

Tin-;  vStart.— Thk  Miranda.— I^rom  Hrookkyn  to  Hamfax   - 

In  a  Dunsh  Foe. 

AIvL  arraii<;ciiR'iit.s  for  the  voyage  liavinj^  Ixcn 
coinplc'ted,  the  ineinbers  of  the  Peary  Rclitf 
Kxpedition  assembled  in  Hrooklyn  on  Monday,  Jiiiit.- 
27,  and  took  passage  on  the  steamship  Miranda^  which 
plies  between  that  port  and  St.  Johns,  Newfoundlaiul, 
where  the  Kite  was  in  waiting.  The  vessel  was  ad\cr- 
tised  to  leave  at  fonr  o'clock  n.  '  e  afternoon,  and  Ihc 
annonncement  that  the  member:  of  the  relief  expali- 
tion  were  to  be  passengers,  attracted  a  lari^^e  nnniber  of 
people  to  Robinson's  wharves  where  she  was  lyino. 
Anion<i^  them  were  friends  and  relatives  of  the  departing; 
voyajjers  and  of  several  of  the  members  of  Lieut.  Peary's 
party.  When  the  hour  set  for  departure  came,  Mr. 
Stokes  was  not  on  hand,  althouj>;h  his  baj^j^'aj'^e,  with 
which  he  had  previously  had  trouble,  was  safely  on 
board.  The  steward  of  the  Miranda  was  likewise  con- 
spicuous by  his  absence.  For  these  a  wait  was  deemed 
desirable,  althouj^h  the  captain  walked  up  and  down 
the  deck  frcttinj^  and  fuming^  at  the  delay.  He,  never- 
theless, managed  to  restrain  himself  within  rea.sonable 
bounds  for  an  hour,  when,  on  the  belated  ones  not 
appearing,  he  declared  he  could  wait  no  longer  and  gave 
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orlcis  to  cast  olT.  This  had  scarcely  bccMi  done,  and 
tin  Miranda  hej^un  to  move,  wlicn  Mr.  vStokcs  appeared 
ril  and  excited  on  the  wliarf  iloiirishinjj^  a  bnndle  in 
oin  liand,  and  shontin*^  loudly  to  be  taken  on  board. 
Two  of  the  members  ran  forward,  and  as  the  Miranda 
iiKAX'd  slowly  out  of  the  dock,  .seized  him  by  the  arms 
ami  dra}i:j.jed  him,  in  not  the  most  dij^niified  manner, 
over  the  side. 

Amid  the  cheers  of  the  larjj^c  ji^atheriny;  of  friends  on 
tlk'  wharf,  and  the  blowin<(  of  .steam  whistles  from  the 
iiiaiiv  ships  in  the  harbor,  the  Miranda  turned  slowly 
northward  and  carried  away  the  party.  All  the  mem- 
bers were  cheerful  and  discus.sed  brij^htly  the  ])rospect  of 
fiudin}^  Lieut.  Peary  and  Mrs.  Peary  and  their  com- 
panions, and  of  brin^injj;  them  back  safely,  and  devoured 
at  the  same  time  the  contents  of  a  majj^nificent  basket 
of  fruit,  which  had  been  .sent  them  by  Mr.s.  Cook,  the 
mother  of  Dr.  F.  A.  Cook,  then  in  McCormick  Hay. 

After  leavin«^  the  wharf  in  Brooklyn  the  Miranda 
steamed  up  the  East  River,  throuj^li  Hell  Gate  and  into 
Lonj^  Island  Sound,  and  by  mornin<^  was  pitching;  and 
tossinji^  in  the  open  Atlantic.  Tho.se  who  were  unaffected 
by  this  motion  thorouj^hly  enjoyed  themselves,  notwith- 
standing^ the  foj2^,  wliich  obscured  all  di.stant  vision.  A 
lart^e  flock  of  Mother  Carey's  chickens  followed  in  the 
vessel's  wake,  diving,  flying  and  swimming,  eagerly 
snapping  up  any  bit  of  food  wliich  might  be  thrown 
overboard.  Besides  these  the  waters  about  the  vessel 
seemed  to  be  alive  with   jelly  fish,  and    Mr.  Hite,  the 
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taxidermist,  was  fortunate  eiiou*;li  to  notice  a  specii, kn 
of  the  rare  ''Portuguese  Man  of  War,"  so-called  li-.m 
its  red  caplike  head.  Some  pretty  sea-weed  also  HiKikd 
past  now  and  then,  on  which  the  Mother  Caiw's 
chickens  pounced  with  avidity,  doubtless  for  ihe 
animalculse  which  dwell  abundantly  therein. 


The  passengers  aboard  were  a  jolly  set,  and,  even 
those  who  became  seasick,  were  as  cheerful  as  the 
famous  ]\Iark  Tapley,  and,  between  the  periods  of  tlicir 
own  devotions  to  the  old  god  of  the  sea,  good  naturcdly 
jeered  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  same  worshij). 

When  it  was  generally  known  on  board  that  Captain 
Pike  was  to  be  the  commander  of  the  Kite,  loud  were 
the  praises  sung  in  behalf  of  this  great-hearted  man  bv 
a  number  of  Newfoundlanders  among  the  passengers 
and  crew  who  seemed  to  know  him  well. 


THE  r^EARY  RELIEF  EXPEDITION. 


277 


Aiiioiii;-  those  who  joined  most  lieartily  in  the  praises 
(i  Captain  Pike  was  a  member  of  the  crew,  named 
\\  illiam  Sannders,  a  maj^nificent  specimen  of  Newfonnd- 
laiul  manhood.  He  was  one  of  the  crew  which  took 
lieutenant  (rreely  to  Fort  Conjier  on  his  ill-fated  expedi- 
liiin  and  left  him  there.  He  also  was  one  of  the  crew 
di"  the  Protciis,  under  connnand  of  Captain  Pike,  which 
was  wrecked  in  Smith  Sound  in  1SS3  by  beini;-  crushed 
in  the  ice,  and  was  in  charj^e  of  one  of  the  three  boats 
which  successfully  made  the  famous  escape  through  the 
dangerous  and  dreaded  Melville  P)ay.  Saunders  did  not 
ai)pear  to  consider  the  feat  a  remarkable  one,  and  when 
one  of  the  party  remarked  in  a  sympathetic  tone  that 
he  ouessed  he  must  have  had  a  hard  time  of  it,  replied 
in  a  matter  of  fact  way,  ''Oh,  no,  we  had  good  open 
boats,  plenty  of  warm  clothes  and  lots  of  food  ;  wliat 
more  did  we  need  ?  "  On  being  as^ed  what  he  called  a 
hard  time,  he  replied,  with  emphasis,  "  Being  lost  on  a 
cake  of  ice,  with  wcL  clothes,  in  freezing  weather  and 
with  nothing  to  eat,  and  I've  had  that  many  a  time." 

This  man  is  the  second  person  the  voyagers  met  with 
since  leaving  Philadelphia  who  has  been  a  prominent 
actor  in  notable  Arctic  expeditions.  Just  before  the 
Miranda  sailed  from  Brooklyn,  a  weather-beaten  tar 
ap])roaclied  Professor  Heilprin  and  begged  to  be  taken 
along  as  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Kite  on  our  present 
enterprise.  He  based  his  claim  for  the  position  on  the 
statement  that  he  was  one  of  the  crew  (»f  the  famous 
Polaris  expedition,  and  he  appeared  much  disappointed 
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when  he  was  informed  that  his  request  could  not  Ik- 
granted.  He  was  afterward  recognized  by  the  clii^.f 
officer  of  the  Miranda  as  the  boatswain  of  the  Po/ar;s, 
and  who,  when  in  the  autumn  of  1872  the  vc>-m,1 
seemed  in  imminent  danger  of  being  crushed  in  the  floes 
in  Smith's  Sound,  with  a  number  of  others  took  ref- 
uge on  the  ice  near  by  and  camped  there.      Before  llu- 
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next  day  the  floe  on  which  they  were,  separated  from  the 
vessel  and  floated  away,  taking  with  them  the  unfortunate 
men  and  an  Eskimo  woman.  For  eight  months  tluy 
drifted  abcut,  and  were  finally  picked  up  on  the  Ameri- 
can side  of  F)afifin's  P)ay,  after  enduring  untold  liar'  hips. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  brief  intervals  the 
fog    continued    throughout    the    voyage,     necessitating 
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fRqueiitsounclings.  This  proceedinji^,  to<;t'tlier  with  the 
condition  of  the  atmosphere,  caused  a  report  to  spread 
llironi^h  the  vessel  that  tlie  captain  did  not  know  where 
lu  was.  Tliis  report,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  was  strength- 
ened by  the  captain  himself,  who  answered  all  queries 
as  to  his  position  by  mysterious  grunts  and  growls. 

While  the  passengers  were  discussing  this  matter  sonie- 
bodv  raised  the  cry  of  sharks,  and  a  rush  was  made  for 
the  side  of  the  vessel.  There  they  were,  two  ugly 
brutes,  one  apparently  about  six  feet  long  and  the  other 
seemingh-  much  larger.  When  first  observed  they  were 
ahead,  but  soon  dropped  astern,  where  they  followed  for 
uearh'  half  an  hour,  sometimes  showing  themselves  and 
sometimes  burying  themselves  beneath  the  waters. 

vSoon  another  bit  of  excitement  was  afforded  the  pas- 
sengers. The  fog,  which  momentarily  grew  heavier,  at 
last  ])ecame  so  dense  that  nothing  could  be  seen  more 
than  a  boat's  length  ahead.  Then  the  whistle  of  a 
steamship  was  heard  in  closer  proximity  than  was  pleas- 
ant, and  a  few  minutes  later  another  vessel  on  the  ship's 
quarter  set  up  an  unearthly  tooting,  and  then  a  third 
whistle  not  far  away.  In  the  midst  of  the  uncomfort- 
able feeling  which  was  seizing  the  party,  however,  a 
pilot  boat  loomed  out  of  the  mist  and  a  moment  later 
the  fog  lifted  as  by  magic,  and  the  vessel  was  seen  to  be 
close  to  land,  which  rose  in  alternate  precipitous  white 
cliffs  and  low  verdure-covered  hills,  just  off  Halifax,  and 
two  hours  later,  on  the  morning  of  June  30,  the  Miranda 
steamed  into  tlic  liarbor  and  brought  up  at  the  wharf. 
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CHAPTER    III. 

Halifax. —Its  Ilorsivs,  vStrrets,  and  Docks.— A  Late  vSpkinc— 
Arctic  Explorers. — William  Saunders  under  Fire. 

WHEN  the  Jf/j-a/K/a  was  made  fast  to  the  wharf 
at  Halifax,  it  was  understood  that  slie  was  to 
remain  there  not  more  than  six  hours,  and  therefore-  if 
the  passengers  desired  to  see  nnich  of  the  town  thcv 
mu.st  make  the  most  of  that  time.  Scarcely  one  aniont^^ 
them  needed  a  second  hint,  for  all  hands  hurried 
down  over  the  ganj^way  to  solid  land,  and  In  a  few 
minutes  were  scattered  over  the  town.  Professor 
Heilprin,  Mr.  Bryant  and  Mr.  Meehan,  of  the  relief 
party,  and  one  of  the  pas.sengers  cast  their  lots  together, 
and  made  their  exploration  a    thorough  as  possible. 

Ha-lifax  is  the  capital  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  chief 
naval  station  of  the  British  Empire  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere.  It  has  about  40,000  inhabitants,  and  one 
of  its  chief  prides  is  its  water  supply,  which  is  drawn 
from  the  Chain  Lakes  about  twelve  miles  distant,  and  at 
such  a  height  above  the  city  that  water  is  forced  by  its 
own  pressure  to  the  tops  of  the  highest  hou.ses.  The 
town  is  beautifully  situated,  lying  as  it  does  at  the  base 
of  the  low  green  liills  that  bound  the  picturesque  ba\'. 


THE  PEARY  RELIEF  EXPEDITION. 


281 


In  scarcely  a  feature  does  Halifax  resemble  a  city  in 
the  United  States.  In  its  architecture,  its  streets,  its 
general  sleepiness,  and  the  red-coated  soldiers  who 
(ncrrun  it,  Halifax  stands  apart  from  tl:e  cities  of  the 
American  Republic.  As  in  most  of  the  Dominion 
cities,  the  tendency  has  been  to  the  erection  of  frame 
dwellings,  with  shingled  walls  in  lieu  of  weather  board- 
ing, and  these  are  built  mainly  in  the  American  colonial 
stvle.  Indeed,  many  of  them  look  as  though  they  had 
been  constructed  during  the  early  days  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Here  the  era  of  improved  pavements  had  not  yet 
arrived.  Macadam  is  the  only  pavement  used  even  in 
the  heart  of  the  business  quarters,  and  this  uiaterial 
forms  the  sidewalks  for  pedestrians  as  well  as  the 
wagon  ways.  It  uiust  be  confessed,  though,  that  the 
work  of  laying  of  this  kind  of  pavement  has  been  well 
done,  although  the  rules  laid  down  by  Mr.  Macadam  for 
its  construction  are  followed  in  scarcely  a  single  particu- 
lar. In  one  piece  of  work  which  was  seen  in  process 
of  construction,  the  thoroughfare  was  excavated  to  a 
depth  of  at  least  four  feet  and  filled  in  with  stones  of 
various  sizes  and  covered  with  crushed  rock.  This, 
rolled  and  re-rolled,  made  a  hard  and  good  road,  which 
did  not  appear  to  wear  badly.  Even  those  which  were 
put  down  on  .streets  which  led  up  the  steep  hillsides 
appeared  to  hold  their  own  fairly  well.  The  com])laint, 
however,  was  frequently  heard  of  their  muddy  and 
dusty  character,  according  to  the  weather,  just  as  we 
hear  made  against  IMacadam  in  our  own  American  cities. 
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Besides  the  iiiagiiificeut  water  supply,  the  people  of 
Halifax  are  blessed  in  their  public  parks.  Thjre  arc 
two  of  these,  each  entirely  different  in  their  features,  aiul 
both  charming.  One  of  them  is  almost  in  the  heart  oi' 
the  town,  and  is  called  the  Public  Gardens.  It  is  a 
tract  coverinfi;  some  ei<»'liteeri  acres,  and  is  almost  whollv 
artificial  in  its  construction,  and  so  skillfully  and  artisli- 
calh-  has  the  task  been  performed  that  it  is  a  pity  that 
the  municipal  authorities  do  not  remove  the  unsii^htlv 
wooden  fence  which  surrounds  it,  and  is  the  only  object 
which  mars  its  beauty. 

Eighteen  years  ago,  when  the  municipal  authorities 
purchased  the  ground  as  a  public  breathing  place,  the 
site  was  partly  an  old  truck  garden  and  partly  a  big  bog 
hole,  through  which  a  small  stream  ran  diagonally. 
Fortunately,  the  city  was  judicious  in  the  selection  of  a 
superintendent.  ^Ir.  Richard  Power,  the  gentleman  in 
question,  is  not  only  an  enthusiast  in  landscape  garden- 
ing, but  he  has  the  rare  faculty  of  being  able  to  carrv 
out  his  artistic  ideas  in  a  practical  manner.  As  a  result, 
the  old  truck  garden  and  the  bog  hole  have  been  trans- 
formed into  a  floral  and  arboral  paradise.  A  pretty  lake 
occupies  a  portion  of  the  grounds,  and  the  little  stream 
has  been  transformed  into  a  picturesque  brook,  with 
charming  cascades  and  delightful  pools.  Mr.  Power  has 
also  established  here  an  arboretum  of  which  even  a 
larger  city  might  well  be  proud. 

The  other  park  owned  by  Halifax  is  remarkable,  not 
only  for  its  inherent   loveliness,  but  as  illustrating  the 
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n;ood  sense  of  those  who  have  the  property  in  charo^e. 
Al)out  five  years  a<;o  this  tract,  which  comprises  over 
500  acres,  and  is  situated  on  Point  Pleasant,  a  \\\'^\ 
hhiff  which  projects  tongue-like  into  the  ocean  and 
iornis  one  side  of  Halifax  Bay,  was  a  wilc^  woodland, 
composed  chiefly  of  spruces  and  pines.  Throu<(li  this 
wilderness  of  trees  the  municipal  and  military  authori- 
ties have  jointly  made  handsome  serpentine  drives  in 
every  direction,  each,  however,  leadin<i^  to  some  promon- 
tory from  which  grand  views  of  the  .sea  are  offered. 

On  one  of  these  promontories  is  situated  an  old  mili- 
tary tower,  circular  in  form,  and  from  thirty  to  forty 
feet  high.  This  tower,  which  is  called  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Tower,  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  of  its  kind  in  the 
country,  and  from  its  summit,  as  might  be  readily 
imagined,  splendid  views  are  obtainable.  Near  here 
Scotch  heather  grows  abundantly,  and  if  the  story 
be  true,  from  this  point  all  American  plants  of 
this  pretty  species  originally  came.  It  is  related  that  a 
little  more  than  a  century  ago  a  Scotch  emigrant  vessel 
was  wrecked  on  Point  Pleasant,  and  the  beds  of  the 
emigrants  washed  ashore.  These  beds  were  stuffed 
with  the  heather  of  the  Scotch  hills,  and  some  of  the 
seeds  germinated  readily  upon  a  soil  so  like  its  native 
country,  and  flourished.  This  story  may  not  be  true, 
but  doubtless  has  as  much  foundation  as  many  tales  that 
are  related  of  places  and  things. 

In  this  park  were  found  some  of  the  most  wonderful 
evidences  of  glacial    action  which    Professor    Heilprin 
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said  he  had  ever  seen  outside  of  the  Arctic  re<^ioiis. 
Altliou.i^h  belonj^iiij^  to  the  same  period  as  that  which 
jn'evailed  over  the  j^reater  part  of  America,  the  marks 
are  still  deep  and  plainly  visible. 

Hi,<;h  above  the  town  is  the  citadel,  l^h'om  the  suiii- 
mit  of  Citadel  Hill  one  of  the  .grandest  of  views  of  Hali- 
fax and  its  snrroundini^s  may  be  obtained.  From  it 
one  looks  down  on  the  terraced  town,  across  the  spark - 
lin,L;-  bay  to  the  white  rocked  hills,  crowned  with  the 
black  and  fj^reen  of  the  black  spruce  and  the  pines.  In 
the  midst  of  the  bay  rises  Georj^e  Island,  surmoniikd 
with  its  frowniui^  fortifications.  To  the  left  the  l)a\- 
runs  into  a  little  cove  in  which  is  H.  I>.  !\[\s  shij)\ar(l, 
where  the  cruiser  Blake  is  lyin<i^  fresh  from  the  docks. 
To  the  rit^ht,  vanishing*-  in  the  horizon,  the  blue  occ-ui 
sparkles  in  the  sunli<2^ht. 

Besides  the  militarx'  post,  Halifax  is  a  naval  station, 
and  four  of  her  INIajesty's  ves.sels  were  in  the  harbor,  and 
five  or  six  more  were  expected  in  a  few  days.  The 
queen's  wharves,  before  which  the  vessels  lay,  are  con- 
nected, so  it  is  .said,  with  the  military  citadel  by  means 
of  an  underground  passage. 

At  the  time  the  Peary  Relief  party  were  there  Halifax 
was  enjoying  the  fullness  of  spring.  The  lilacs  were  in 
blossoiu,  and  these,  together  with  other  vernal  plants 
long  since  over  at  home,  made  the  air  heavy  with 
fragrance.  This  and  the  bracing  air  from  the  hills  and 
sea  rendered  the  place  .so  delightful  that,  as  the  hour  set 
down  for  departure  approached  it  was  with  the  deepest 
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regret  that  the  party  turned  their  footsteps  towards  the 
wharf,  where  the  Mira)ida  hiy,  and  their  disL;nst  found 
\int  in  words  when,  on  arrivinjj^  there,  the\'  learned 
that  lier  frei,^ht  was  not  yet  loaded  and  that  the  time- 
of  liL-r  sailin.i;-  was  uncertain.  To  make  the  matter 
worse,  this  uncertainty  rendered  it  unsafe  to  !;;o  to  an\- 
distance.  In  this  condition  they  were  kept  until  ten 
o'clock  the  next  day,  for,  after  the  frei.nht  had  been  _s;ot 
on  hoard  and  the  bunkers  filled  with  coal,  it  was  found 
tliat  the  four  firemen  had  deserted  and  others  had  to  be 
cnga.Licd. 

It  seemed  to  be  the  fortune  of  the  party  to  come 
across  those  who  have  met  with  thrillinj;  experiences  in 
tile  Arctic  re.i^ions.  The  cases  of  the  boatswain  of  the 
Polaris  and  of  the  sailor  on  the  ill-fated  Proteus  lia\e 
alread\-  been  noted.  While  in  Halifax  they  met 
a  third  person  who  had  been  prominent  in  Arctic 
adventure.  This  was  Captain  Ash,  commander  of 
the  Portia^  the  twin  ship  to  the  Miranda.  He  was 
ice  pilot  on  board  the  Bear  in  the  successful  search 
for  Lieutenant  Greely,  and  it  was  Captain  Ash 
who  first  discovered  the  little  skin  tent  in  which  the 
])arty  lived  and  starved,  and  it  was  he  who  cut  his  way 
into  the  tent  and  j;ave  them  relief.  Captain  Ash  is  a 
i^ood  example  of  the  Newfoundland  sailor,  strong,  well 
knit  and  good  natured — a  man  in  whom  one  instinc- 
tively places  implicit  confidence. 

At  length,  on  Saturday  morning,  July  2,  just  as  the 
British  flags  ^ vere  being  floated  from  every  staflf  in  Halifax 
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ill   honor  of   Doiuinioii   Day,   everytliin^  beinjr  rcadv 
tlie  Miranda  cast  loose  from  tlie  wharf  to  which  she  hid 
been  made  fast,  and  steamed  slowly  out  of  the    luirhor 
and  turned  her  prow  toward  St.  Johns, 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  William  SauncUrs, 
the  rough-and-ready  mariner  who  took  in  such  an  un- 
concerned manner  his  marvelous  escape  in  an  open 
whale  boat  through  Melville  Hay  after  the  wreck  of  the 
Proteus.  After  the  Miranda  left  Halifax,  some  of  the 
party  trained  their  Eastmans  on  the  unconscious  Wil- 
liam, who  was  then  acting  as  lookout,  in  order  to 
get  a  picture  of  him.  In  this  they  were  aided  and 
abetted  by  a  Mr.  Fletcher,  a  Newfoundland  gentleman, 
with  whom  the  members  struck  up  a  warm  friend- 
ship. After  they  were  all  through  and  had  gone  away, 
Saunders  turned  to  Mr.  Fletcher  and  with  some  un- 
easiness in  his  voice,  said,  "Mr.  Fletcher,  what 
were  you  and  the  gentlemen  doing?  Ye  kep'  savin' 
'  Willum,  look  here  '  and  '  Willum,  look  there,'  and  then 
every  time  I  heard  a  little  snap  like."  "Indeed,  Wil- 
liam," replied  Mr.  Fletcher,  "I  can't  exactly  say.  It 
was  some  sort  of  a  scientific  experiment  they  were  try- 
ing on  you.  I  think  they  call  it  a  snap  shot.  It  don't 
hurt  you  none,  and  a  picture  comes  from  it."  "  A  pic- 
ture did  you  say  they  were  takin'  ?  "  exclaimed  the  in- 
nocent Saunders.  "  Why  didn't  they  say  so  an'  I  would 
have  fixed  up  a  bit."  Then  he  fell  to  discussing  the 
party,  and  expressed  his  doubts  as  to  whether  they  were 
the  proper  sort  to  go  to  the  North  pole.      "  Why,"   said 
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1  ',  "most  of  'em  were  seasick  and  ain't  sailors." 
'  No,"  said  Mr.  Fletcher,  "  bnt  they  are  scientific  men 
and  newspaper  men,  and  they  are  a  hard)-  lot  and  know 
li>w  to  get  there."  "  Yes,"  said  Mr.  Sanndcrs,  not 
yet  convinced,  "they  may  kiunv  how^  but  me  an'  you, 
Mr.  Fletcher,  zvould g^i  there,  'cause  we're  sailors." 
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CH  A  PTI-  R    IV.* 

I'lKsr  ki:ni:Kc.s. -St.   Johns  Ui'.i'oui',  'I'lii-:   I'lui';.— Tiii';  "Kiti.  .«," 

Oi'i'U'ivKs  AM>  Cki;\v. 

IT  was  vSunday,  Jnlv  3,  (.'xactly  at  noon,  that  ilu- 
lVar\-  relief  part)'  a,!^aiii  came  in  si^^lit  of  land, 
a  Ioiil;  stretch  of  low  hills,  co\-ere(l  by  a  thin  lia/.r, 
known  as  I'airyland  Head,  about  forty  miles  from  Si. 
Johns.  This  spot  of  o-ronnd  has  a  somewhat  romantic 
history.  Here  Lord  I>altimore  came,  and  was  socharnied 
with  the  place  that  he  established  a  Roman  Catholic 
colony,  which  he  called  I'ernlaw,  in  honor  of  his  counlrv 
seat  in  ICn^^land.  This  colon\-,  howe\-er,  failed,  and 
Lord  Baltimore  .sailed  to  Maryland  wdiere  Baltimore 
now  is.  The  ruins  of  this  old  colony  in  Xewfoundland 
are  still  to  be  seen,  and  thou<>;h  there  is  a  villaj^e  tluiv 
n';\v,  it  is  a  small  one,  composed  chiefly  of  fishermen. 
Its  ])resent  romantic  name,  "  Iviiryland,"  was  ^iveu  to 
the  place  because  it  was  belicN'ed  to  ha'v-e  been  a  favorite 
haunt  of  elfin  sprites,  hobii^oV'Iins  and  other  weird  folk 
from  the  land  of  mist  and  dreams. 

Almost  simultaneon.sly  with   the  si<^htin,i;-  of  this  land 
the  voyat^crs  had  their    first   view  of  an    iceberg-,  but  il 

''■'■  TIr-  I'ilv  (if  St.  Johns  w.is  almost  i'oiiipkti.ly  destroyed  by  fire  five  d;iys  aftei 
the  visit  ol  till.'  i>art\-. 
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was  such  a  wretched,  iiisiji^nificant  specimen  that  it  failed 
10  evoke  any  enthusiasm  whatever.  Two  or  three  more 
of  a  similar  character  were  then  seen  puccessively  and 
evoked  but  little  connnent,  but  shortly  after  dinner  one 
was  observed  which  drew  every  one  to  the  ship's  side  and 
caused  much  discussion  as  to  its  size.  It  was  a  pyramidal- 
shaped  block,  dazzling  white  in  its  setting  of  blue  water 
and  sky,  and  reared  its  head  over  150  feet  in  the  air. 


As  the  vessel  approached  nearer  the  shore,  and  came 
within  sight  of  Cape  Spear,  tiievast  spruce  woods  which 
cover  the  hills  were  ^een  to  be  on  fire,  and  great  clouds 
of  smoke  rose  skyward  and  floated  heavily  out  to  sea. 
This  smoke  soon  became  so  dense  that  it  entirely  ob- 
scured any  siglit  of  land  until  the  cape  was  doubled, 
wlien  suddenly  the  verdure-covered  red  rock  bluffs  re- 
appeared to  view,  presenting  a  panorama  of  wondrous 
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beauty.  The  voyagers  found  themselves  in  a  \i,\\d\. 
semi-circular  b.^sin,  bounded  by  broken  and  precipitous 
cliffs  of  red  sandstone,  which  rise  sheer  out  of  the 
water  more  than  400  f^et  high,  and  against  the  base  of 
which  the  waves  dash  tluMnselves  into  foam.  Here  and 
there  great  caves  show  in  the  face  of  the  cliffs,  fornud 
by  the  action  of  the  waters,  and  from  their  depths  conies 
the  hollow  roar  of  the  sea  as  it  toils  and  eats  further  and 
further  into  the  soft,  crumbling  rock. 

Across  this  basin,  which  is  called  Freshwater  Bav, 
the  Miranda  steamed  towards  a  depression  in  the  hills, 
which,  when  it  was  approached  closely,  was  found  to  be 
a  narrow  passageway  of  water  only  a  few  hundred  f'-ct 
wide.  Through  this  the  Miranda  steamed,  and  entered 
a  small  circular  bay,  at  the  other  side  of  which  neslled 
St.  Johns  at  the  water's  edge,  and  soon  she  was  made 
fast  to  one  of  the  wharves. 

Looking  upon  the  picturesque  little  town  and  harbor 
one  might  well  feel  witli  and  join  the  native  poetess  in 
the  heartiness  of  her  toast: 

'  No  stately  tnoimments  adorn  thy  coast  ; 
No  ancient  abbey  canst  thou  boast  ; 
Yet  I  will  pledge  with  heart  and  hand 
Thy  health  forever,  Newfoundland." 

As  Halifax  differs  from  all  cities  in  the  United  States, 
so  does  St.  Johns  differ  from  Halifax,  but  as  Halifax 
possesses  features  distinctively  its  own,  so  St.  Johns 
occupies  a  pinnacle  equally  unique.  In  three  particu- 
lars onlv  do  these  two  cities  resemble  each  other.     Each 
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;)aves  its  streets  with  Macadam,  each  lias  a  sleepy,  tor- 
■\%\\  air,  and  each  uses  chiefly  timber  for  buildiii<^  pur- 
poses and  scarcely  any  brick  or  stone.  But  the  streets 
^){  Halifax  run,  to  a  great  extent,  at  right  angles  with 
each  other,  while  in  St.  Johns  they  either  wind  and 
curve  into  one  anothei  in  the  most  bewildering  fashion, 
rollowing  the  contours  of  the  picturesque  hills  on  which 
ihe  town  nestles,  or  make  a  bold  run  straight  up  the 
steep  incline  towards  the  summit  of  the  ridge. 

The   Macadam   paving  of  the  main   portion  of  these 
thoroughfares  is  not  nearly  as  carefully  done  as  in  Hali- 
The  turnpikes,   however,   in   the  environs  of  St. 


;ax. 


Johns  are  excellent.  As  one  wanders  along  them  one 
is  struck  with  the  similarity  of  the  character  of  the 
roadsides  to  those  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  Hedges 
of  hawthorn  line  both  sides  of  the  roads,  and  the  soft 
green  grass-covered  hills  are  singularly  like  those  of 
that  pretty  isle,  the  pride  of  England. 

About  30,000  people  reside  in  St.  Johns,  and  like 
those  of  Halifax,  they  seem  to  have  a  leaning  towards 
ancient  looking  buildings,  but,  unlike  those  in  Halifax, 
who  affect  gambrel  roofs,  those  of  St.  Johns  prefer  the 
plain  double  pitch,  so  steep  that  nearly  all  have  to  be 
jirovided  witli  fixed  ladders  in  case  of  fire.  In  the  matter 
of  water  supply  the  residents  of  this  place  are  exception- 
all  \  fortunate,  and  claim  that  they  have  the  purest  and 
best  water  in  the  world.  The  source  is  Twenty-mile 
Pond,  a  large  lake,  eight  miles  out  of  town,  on  a  hill 
more  than   1600  feet  above  the  sea.      Down  the  steep 
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incline  the  water  rushes,  aerating  itself  by  its  ov,  1 
velocity,  and  runs  in  clear  cold  streams  by  its  own  pw  - 
sure  to  the  tops  of  the  tallest  buildings. 

Although  a  small  place,  St.  Johns  does  a  conimerci.il 
business  of  some  importance,  shipping  largely  fish,  seal- 
skins and  minerals  to  the  States,  England  and  the  Wt-sl 
Indies.  But  the  people  move  at  an  easy  pace.  TIrv 
do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of 
the  word  hurry.  In  their  parlance  to-morrow  is  synon\  - 
nious  with  to-day,  and  two  or  three  hours  more  or  less 
a  matter  of  nr^  consequence. 


Picturesque  as  are  the  approaches  to  St.  Johns  from 
the  sea,  they  are  rivalled  by  the  views  from  the  hills 
above  the  town,  either  looking  westward  or  towards  the 
ocean  through  the  narrows  which  connect  it  with  the 
bay.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  runs  a  wide  and  brawling 
stream  of  water^  ice  cold  and  clear  as  crystal,  which  a 
little  distance  further  on  expands  into  a  broad,  deep  and 
lovely  lake,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long,  to  which  the 
Indian  name  of  Quidi  Vidi  still  clings.  It  rests  in  a 
grand  natural  amphitheatre,  and  here  annually  the 
people  of  St.  Johns  hold  a  fete  day.  On  this  occasion, 
the  annual  regatta  is  held  and  the  hills  are  dotted  witli 
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\  .lite  tents,  and  resound  with  the  shouts  and  lau^i^hter 
o    the  gaily  dressed  merrymakers. 

After  leaving  the  lake,  the  stream  which  forms  it, 
-  niingly  tired  of  the  quiet  which  it  found  there, 
l;i/L;ins  a  mad  course  of  nearly  a  mile  down  an  incline 
of  more  than  200  feet,  plunging  in  small  cascades, 
swirling  about  huge  red  boulders,  and  dashing  into 
touiu  over  broad  riffles,  and  finally  emptying  into  the  sea 
through  a  deep,  narrow  gorge,  which  it  has  made  for 
itself  by  ages  of  work,  and  to  which  has  been  given 
the  inelegant  but  expressive  name  of  Quidi  Vidi  Gut. 

Walking  about  the  outskirts  of  the  town  on  a  pleasant 
July  evening,  when  the  air  is  full  of  the  fragrance  of 
flowers,  young  tree  leaves  and  grass  and  the  fresh  scent 
of  the  sea,  it  was  hard  to  imagine  that  St.  Johns  could 
ever  be  other  than  a  delightful  place  to  live  in,  and  not 
until  one  looked  closely,  and  observed  that  every  tree, 
every  shrub  in  exposed  places  leaned  heavily  towards 
tlie  southeast,  did  a  suspicion  dawn  on  one  what  iuust 
be  the  severity  of  the  northwest  winds  during  the  long 
cold  winters.  Still  Newfoundlanders  love  their  country 
with  a  love  that  almost  passes  belief,  and  the  wild 
scenery,  the  fierce  storms  which  sweep  over  it  in  winter, 
alternating  with  the  mild,  fragrant  spring  and  the 
pleasant  summer,  fits  exactly  the  character  of  the 
brave,  strong,  honest  race  of  men  who  live  there. 

It  had  been  intended  that  the  Kite  should  sail  on  her 
voyage  to  Arctic  waters  on  July  4,  but  it  was  found 
iuipossible  to  stir  up  the  sluggish  men  about  the  wharf 
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sufficiently  to  ^-et  away  before  the  afternoon  of  le 
fifth.  Much  against  their  wills,  therefore,  the  nieniiurs 
of  the  Peary  Relief  Expedition  were  compelled  to 
celebrate  Independence  Day  on  shore. 

The  Kite  had  been  greatly  beautified  and  had  oulv 
coine  off  dock  the  week  before  ;  she  had  been  painted 
and  gilded  throughout  and  a  new  carpet  laid  on  the 
floor  of  her  cozy  little  saloon  and  the  staterooms  and 
berths  were  newly  fitted  up.  All  this  pleased  everNone 
except  two  or  three  grizzled  old  whalers,  who  sliook 
their  heads  sadly  and  with  disapproval  at  the  gilding  and 

gewgaws  wherewith  the  staunch  and 
steady  old  Kite  had  been  adorned. 
One  said  that  she  looked  more  like  a 
"painted  Jezabeel  than  the  good, 
honest  old  woman  she  was." 

Besides  Captain  Pike  the  members  of 
the  ship's  company  were  Captain  E.  Murphy,  first  officer; 
P.  Dumphy,  second  officer  ;  A.  McKinley,  chief  engin- 
eer ;  John  Penstuu,  second  engineer  ;  E.  Hackett,  cliiei 
steward  ;  Bernard  Wall,  second  steward  ;  A.  Lind- 
say, cook  ;  J.  Cunningham,  A.  Roost  and  E.  Crook, 
firemen,  and  Thomas  Hayes,  John  Keasy,  R. 
Flemming  and  Daniel  McDonnell,  seamen.  Of  these 
officers  and  crew  all  were  new  men  except  Mr.  Dumphy, 
the  second  mate  ;  Mr.  McKinley,  who  occupied  the  post 
of  Mr.  Jardine,  the  first  engineer,  last  year ;  and 
Andrew  Roost  and  Edward  Crook,  firemen. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

Lkaving    St.    Johns. — The   Nkvvkoundland   Coast.— Solomon 
(ioss.— The  Arctic  CircIvH. — Arrival  at  Godhavn. 

^TAHE  Kitc^  after  leaving  the  harbor  of  St.  Johns,  on 
-L  its  way  to  McCorniick  Bay,  on  Jnly  5,  kept  near 
the  coast,  giving  ample  opportunity  for  observing  its  wild 
beauty.  Clean  cut,  the  red  cliffs  rose  from  the  deep 
])Iue  water  to  heights  ranging  from  100  to  400  feet,  their 
summits,  which  are  clothed  with  low  vegetation,  sharply 
silhouetted  against  the  cloudless  sky.  Here  a  bluff  rose 
a1)ruptl\'  from  the  sea,  its  aged  face  deeply  seamed  and 
wrinkled  into  uncounted  clefts  and  ledges.  Sometimes 
the  bluffs  would  extend  for  a  quarter  or  half  a  mile  in  a 
straight  line  along  the  coast,  then  making  great  sweeps 
backward  or  forward  they  would  form  small  fiords. 
Again,  instead  of  standing  out  bold  and  rugged,  they 
would  retreat,  sometimes  gently,  sometimes  abruptly, 
disclosing  rolling  valleys,  through  the  centre  of  which 
broiling  streams  tumbled  seaward  over  rocks  and  bould- 
ers. Here  and  there,  in  little  nooks  sheltered  from  the 
northwest  winds,  nestled  the  picturesque  but  rude  huts 
of  the  Newfoundland  fishermen. 

As  at  St.  Jchns,  so  along  the  coast  the  cliffs  are 
pierced  by  caverns  carved  out  by  the  indefatigable  sea, 
and  the  same  irresistible  element  has  cut  through  the 
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rocks  in  countless  places  deep  gulches  which  ue 
sometimes  a  thousand  feet  or  more  wide,  but  ofteiu:  so 
narrow  that  a  man  could  readily  spring-  across. 

These  clefts  vary  in  depth  from  a  hundred  to  three 
or  four  hundred  feet,  and  in  them  the  water  lashes 
itself  into  a  white  foam  and  emits  a  hollow,  indescrib- 
able sound,  which  on  stormy  days  may  be  heard  a  long 
distance.  Sometimes,  instead  of  running  inland,  tliey 
run  parallel  with  the  shore,  and  then  an  island  is 
formed.  One  of  these,  known  as  Baccalieu  Island, 
lies  between  Conception  and  Trinity  Bays.  This  spot 
was  the  scene  nine  years  ago  of  one  of  the  most 
mysterious  sea  tragedies  known  on  the  Newfoundland 
coast.  Here  it  was  that  the  Z/V;;/,  carrying  several 
passengers,  parted  one  sunny  afternoon  from  a  compan- 
ion ship  and  started  to  go  between  the  island  and  the 
main  land  (the  water  being  reputed  and  charted  as 
very  deep)  and  was  never  heard  of  afterward,  and  no 
traces  of  her  found  except  the  body  of  a  woman  on  the 
shore  of  the  mainland  and  the  wreckage  of  a  boat  be- 
longing to  the  vessel.  Here  it  was  that  Cabot  landed  in 
1497,  Here,  too,  the  fishermen  have  more  tales  of  hard- 
ships and  sufferings  to  tell  of  than  anywhere  else  on  tlie 
coast  of  Newfoundland.  Thousands  of  lives  have  been 
sacrificed  here  in  the  hunt  for  cod  and  seal,  and  prob- 
ably thousands  more  will  pass  to  the  "great  majority  " 
in  the  same  pursuit. 

It  was  at  this  point,  also,  that  the  travelers  saw  the 
first  of  those  glorious  sunsets  of  which  Newfoundlanders 
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s'^  proudly  boast.  The  lower  end  of  the  island  hid 
the  retirinj^  luminary,  but  the  narrow  stretch  of  water 
wiiicli  separates  the  mainland  from  the  island  was 
batlied  in  a  radiance  which  made  it  a  sea  of  glittering- 
gold,  while  the  face  of  the  red  cliffs  of  the  mainland 
and  of  the  island  were  changed  to  a  deep  purple  ;  the 
verdure  above  them  had  assumed  a  pale  green  hue  with 
here  and  there  patches  of  black.  The  rocks  of  the 
island  in  the  foreground,  which  were  in  the  shadow,  were 
shaded  from  red  to  dark  brown  and  from  dark  brown  to 
black,  while  their  edges  appeared  clear  cut  against  the 
sky,  now  all  aflame.  Above  the  island  the  heavens  were 
cloudless,  save  for  a  few  small  flecks  of  cirrus,  now 
altered  from  silvery  white  to  shining  gold,  floating  in  a 
skv  whose  azure  blue  was  washed  and  tinted  with 
soft  yellows  and  delicate  greens.  Higher  up  there  were 
great  masses  of  ragged  cumulus,  purple  and  violet,  all 
edged  and  flecked  with  crimson,  so  bright  that  the  color 
was  reflected  by  the  sea.  Far  off  to  the  horizon  on  either 
hand  these  colors  extended  until  dissolved  in  the  blue 
haze  over  the  water.  The  splendor  of  the  spectacle  kept 
all  on  deck  unmindful  of  the  supper  bell,  which,  from 
time  to  time,  angrily  called  them  to  come  below. 

As  the  Kite  is  not  a  fast  boat,  its  average  speed  being 
not  more  than  seven  knots  an  hour,  the  Miranda,  which 
carried  the  party  from  New  York  to  St.  Johns,  caught 
up  to  and  passed  them  about  nine  o'clock  the  same 
night,  and  fireworks  and  steam  whistle  compliments 
were  exchanued  between  the  two  vessels  until  tiiev  were 
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out  of  si,L^lit  and  bcNoiul  hcarinjj^  of  each  other  ;  l  is 
was  ihe  hist  \csscl  met  till  Disko  was  reached. 

h'or  the  first  three  days  of  the  journey  from  vSl.  Ii.lms 
the  da\s  and  eveiiinjus  were  (juite  warm,  hut  on  \.\^ 
fourth  the  temperature  be<;au  to  fall  until  it  reac!.  d 
close  to  the  free/in<:i^  point,  and  shortly  after  was  >w  u 
the  "iceblink,"  a  white  streak  on  the  sky  abow  ih^ 
horizon,  which  indicates  the  presence  of  pack  ice. 
Hut  the  sij^ht  caused  no  ap])rehensions,  for  Cai)lain 
Pike  announced  that  it  was  entirely  out  of  the  sIiIm's 
course. 

vSoon  after  cominti;-  on  board  the  Kite  the  mend)ers  of 
the  expedition  learned  of  the  existence  of  a  niysteridiis 
personage  known  as  "Solomon  Goss. "  Just  who  \w  is 
they  were  unable  to  find  out  except  that  he  was  a  New- 
foundlander and  that  he  had  three  birthdays  a  week, 
Tuesday.s,  Thursdays  and  Sundays,  on  which  (bus 
"  plum  dufif''  was  served  as  dessert  in  his  honor.  Plum 
duff  is  a  peculiar  kind  of  puddinj^-,  well  and  favorahlv 
known  to  sailors,  and  is  made  out  of  flour,  raisins  and 
suet.  Most  of  the  members  of  the  relief  expedition 
took  to  "  plum  duff,"  but  there  were  others  of  them  wlio 
would  rather  "Solomon  (tOSs"  had  not  been  favored  witli 
Uiore  birthdays  annually  than  the  re.st  of  mankind. 

On  vSunday,  July  10,  the  Kite  entered  the  outer  limits 
of  the  "Land  of  the  IMidnioht  Sun  ; " — that  curious 
Arctic  phenomenon  was  iuvisible,  however,  owing-  to  the 
fo,sj;-  which  had  prevailed  for  two  days,  a  condition  of 
the  weather  which   also  prevented   them   from  .^ettin^; 
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t!  ir  first  j^liinpse  of  (ireciiland  until  two  days  later, 
and  furtlRriiiorc  caused  Captain  Pike  to  run  into  a 
laii^c  field  of  ice  on  the  e'vnin<;  of  the  same  dav. 
The  i)arty  were  at  supper  at  the  time,  and  the  first  inli- 
ni.ilion  that  anythinjj^  was  wronj^  was  their  hearinj;-  one 
of  the  mates  bawl,  "  Hard  a  starboard  !  "  at  the  toj)  of 
Iiis  voice.  Runniu}^  on  deck  they  saw  ice  about  them 
oil  every  hand  in  j^reat  floes,  which  j^round  aj^ainst  each 
other  with  a  hard,  raspinjj^  sound  anythinj^  but  pleasant. 
( )iie  hu<;e  mass,  the  domes  of  which  reached  hij^h  above 
the  bulwarks  as  it  floated  by  the  vessel,  struck  and 
knocked  away  the  lar^e  iron  shute  used  to  dump  ashes 
into  the  sea.  Half  an  hour  brou<;ht  the  /\i/c  throuj^h 
these  lar^^e  cakt  which  Captain  Pike  said,  were  from 
the  eastern  shore  of  Greenland,  carried  down  by  the 
ciUTcnt  to  Cape  Farewell,  and  thence  north  along  the 
west  coast  towards  Melville  Bay. 

After  passinp^  these  masses  the  vessel  had  clear  water 
for  a  while,  and  then  came  upon  a  threat  number  of 
small  frajj^ments  which  proved  the  precursors  of  another 
larger  and  more  difficult  pack  to  pass  throuj^-h,  and 
which  in  fact  she  did  not  j^et  out  of  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  then  only  after  many  retreats,  buttincTS  and  search- 
iii>;-  for  leads,  durin<^  which  manoeuvres  INIr.  Dumphy 
and  Mr.  ISIurphy  were  kept  busy  in  the  crow's-nest,  a 
laro;c  barrel  at  the  foremast,  shoutin«-  :  "  Steady,"  ''  Star- 
board," "Steady,"  "Port,"  and  now  and  then  the 
exasperatinor  order  to  "Burn  her  down,"  that  is  stop 
the  en_((ines  and  lay  to. 
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Dnriiij;-  oiicof  these  periods  of  "  la\in^-  to,"  a  hup  rr 
of  the  part)'  elaniheied  over  the  side  ol"  the  \essel  o  lo 
a  lars^e  eake  of  ice  and  findiiio  there  a  (luantits  of  sn  w, 
betook  themselves  to  the  uudii^nified  sport  of  siiow  liiH. 
ill};,  until  the  ery  t)f  "seal"  put  a  stop  to  \\w  ')la\,  iiul 
sent  some  of  the  hoys  in  an  unsuceessful  stalk  foi  ilir 
animal,  whieli  was  sou'e  two  miles  awa\'. 


The  A7A'  ^ot  out  of  the  Ice  finally  on  Tuesda'.-  uiorn- 
inj;,  July  i2,  and  soon  after,  the  foj^  lifted  and  those  oii 
board  had  their  first  sij^ht  of  (ireenland.  The\-  were 
a  short  distance  above  Cape  Desolation,  not  far  from  ihr 
same  spot  where  the  bold  navi.^ator,  John  Davis,  fouiul 
himself  lon.ti-  years  a.^o.  Like  them,  he  arrived  in  the 
midst  of  a  j^reat  fo^^  and  hearing  a  threat  roaririg  noise,  he 
put  forth  in  a  boat.  Returning  he  reported  to  his  com- 
rades that  the\-  were  near  a  rugged  shore  on  which  there 
was  no  vegetation  and  that   the  rocks  which  composed 
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ii  vvttv  covered  by  nothing  bnt  ic"  and  snow.  Thcrc- 
tcr,  he  named  the  phicc  tlie  Land  of  Dcsolaiion,  and 
llii  re  is  a  sini^nhu'  appropriateness  in  the  lanie.  iM'oni 
ll,i>  point  to  the  ishr.id  of  Disko,  the  coast  line  is  a 
succession  of  convnlsi.)ns,  ja<;<j^ed  peaks,  jj;reat  crexasses, 
(l(i;iie-likc  ishuids  and  t^hiciers. 

( )ii  the  same  ni<;ht  Mr.  ?>Inri)hy,  the  first  mate,  called  all 
liiiids  on  deck  to  witness  snch  a  snccession  of  phenomena 
a>  kept  them  rnnnini;  from  one  side  of  the  wssel  to 
tlir  other  to  see  them  all.  There  was  the  snn,  at  eleven 
()\-lock  at  ni<;i  ,  sinking;-  below  the  horizon  jnst  a  little 
west  of  north — a  brilliant  snnset  in  thesonth — a  <j^or<^e<Mis 
rainbow  rnnnin<;-  thron<;h  the  pink  radiance-  of  this  to 
llic  east — a  wonderfnl  miraj^e  in  the  north — the  gleam  of 
a  coming  sunrise  a  little  east  of  north — :dl  at  tlie  same 
lime.  besides  this,  the  needle  of  the  ship's  compass 
was  pointing  westward  and  the  air,  although  the  ther- 
nioineter  indicated  thirty-four  degrees,  felt  (juite  warm. 
About  the  \ cssel  were  huge  icebergs,  colored  by  the  set- 
ting sun  crimson,  blue  and  violet,  sparkling  like  jewels. 

'.  )n  the  following  day  tlu'  .Vrctic  circle  was  pas.scd 
and  th(>  occasion  was  appropriately  celebrated  by  songs 
and  games,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  July  14, 
llie  Kile  entered  Oodhavn.  It  was  a  beautiful  day,  the 
fairest  experienced  since  the  departr  •''  from  vSt.  John.s. 
There  was  not  a  cloud  in  the  sky  and  he  snn  shone  in  the 
iiioruing  with  a  mild  glow  wliich  tempered  the  otherwise 
cool  atmosphere  and  made  it  delightfully  bracing.  Early 
ill  the  morning  the   ve.s.sel  stcmicd  past  a  company  of 
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icebergs  on  their  silent  march  in  single  file  towards  '.\\v\. 
ville  Ba}'.  These  bergs  were  of  all  sizes,  and  no  ;\v<i 
alike  save  for  their  whiteness  and  their  grandeur. 

Eric  the  Red,  wild  old  heathen  that  he  was,  had  some 
support  for  his  deception,  when  a  thousand  \ears  a^c  he- 
called  the  country  (Jreenland,  for  during  the  stniiiin.r 
the  great  basalt  cliffs  are  clothed  in  a  mantle  of  eincrald 
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sneen  by  great  patches  of  bright  green  moss  and  grass, 
and  the  verdure  of  creeping  willows.  About  five  o'clock 
the  propeller  of  the  Kiic  ceased  revolving,  and,  to  the 
answering  signal  of  the  steam  whistle,  a  boat  put  off 
from  shore,  bringing  on  board  a  half-breed  pilot,  wlio 
soon  landed  the  members  of  the  expedition  at  the  settle- 
ment of  Godhavn. 
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CHAP  T  E  R  \'  1 . 

Oil  ICIAI.  RlvCOCNITION  OKTltl';    I^XI'IvDITIOX.  —  AX    I",SKIM()     IXTI-R- 

i'k1';ti;u. — Ci.imiuxc.  a  (iI<aci/;r. — Ix  ^Ii;i,vii,i,i';  Hav. 

IT'XOWING  from  past  L-.\i:criciice  how  strictly  the 
^  Danish  orovcniiiieiit  in  South  Crreenland  endeavors 
to  enforce  thic  laws  relatinj;-  to  its  Arctic  possessions, 
Professor  Heilprin  before  leavinjj;  Philadelphia  took  the 
precantion  of  securin<;'  from  Denmark,  thronj^li  the 
Department  of  State  at  \Vashin_t;ton,  an  official  recoj4ni- 
lion  of  the  Relief  Expedition.  As  a  result,  when  the 
A'i/c  arrived  at  (lodhavn  on  Jul}-  14,  it  was  found  that 
the  governor  of  that  place  had  not  only  been  ap])rised 
of  the  coniinj^  of  the  expedition,  but  had  received  in- 
structions to  extend  every  court-  and  do  everything 
ill  his  power  to  further  its  interests.  It  w  as  subseciuenth' 
ascertained  that  similar  orders  had  been  ,  >  en  to  ever\- 
inspector  and  governor  on  the  entire  west  coast  oi 
Greenland. 

At  the  request  of  Professor  Heilprin,  the  menibe'  of 
l''s  party  were  promptly  furnished  with  fur  clothing  and 
with  an  interpreter  to  accompany  them  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  voyage. 

This  interpreter,  Daniel  Broberg  by  name,  was  the 
nephew  of  the  wealthiest  Kskimo   in    the  settlement,  a 
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man  reputed  to  have  the  snug  sum  of  $500  laid  awa^  \\\ 
the  bank.  Daniel  was  one  of  the  five  male  servants  i;f 
the  officials  of  Godhavn,  and  the  jolliest  of  cj^ood-natuicd 
Eskimos.  He  was  about  twenty-two  years  old,  short  of 
stature  and  stout  of  form,  and  prided  liimselfon  tin  Tact 
that  he  "much  wash." 

Daniel  was  <j^reatly  pleased  to  be  asked  to  acconipaiu- 
the  party  on  their  journey  north,  but  with  a  wisdom 
highly  commendable,  born  probably  of  gruesome  taks 
related  'oy  his  brethren  of  their  Lreatment  by  some  fonmr 
expeditions,  before  agreeing  to  go,  he  insisted  on  sexcral 
conditions.  Among  these  were,  that  no  one  should  order 
him  to  do  any  work  except  accredited  members  of  the 
party  ;  that  in  case  of  his  meeting  with  any  accident  lie 
or  his  relatives  should  receive  a  substantial  nione\-  in- 
demnity ;  that  when  his  services  as  an  interpreter  were 
no  longer  needed  he  should  be  returned  to  Godhavn, 
and  that  he  should  receive  a  stated  sum  and  his  food 
while  with  the  party.  Although  Daniel's  English  was 
extremely  limited,  still,  as  he  received  such  a  good 
character,  which  his  appearance  bore  out,  and  as  he 
appeared  very  bright  as  well  as  good-natured,  his  terms 
were  acceded  to  and  he  was  engaged. 

The  settlement  of  these  and  several  other  matters  re- 
quired a  stay  in  Oodhav  n  of  -onie  twenty-four  lionrs, 
and  the  intervals  were  occupied  by  visits  to  varions 
points  of  interest.  One  of  these  was  a  glacier  on  the 
island  of  Disko,  which  it  was  asserted  had  never  l)iit 
once  before  been  ascended.      The  path  to  this  river  of 
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ie.  was  for  a  portion  of  the  way  throiicrh  Blauzy  Dael  or 
\\  iiidy  Valley  up  to  a  deep  gorj^e  or  crevasse  in  the 
e.iitli  which  extends  from  the  summit  of  the  island  to 
the  Red  River  and  is  known  as  the  Devil's  Hole.  At  the 
bwttoni  of  this  gorge  an  angry  torrent  dashed,  roaring 
sullenly,  in  tumultuous  cascades  over  the  rocks.  The 
route  was  rough  and  tiresome  from  the  beginning  and 
jrrcw  more  so  as  the  glacier  was  approached,  making 
frequent  rests  necessary.  At  Iciigth  the  party  came  to 
an  inunense  terminal  moraine  which  formed  a  barrier 
more  than  forty  feet  high.  One  end  of  this  moraine 
had  been  torn  away  by  the  action  of  the  stream,  leaving 
an  incline  composed  of  loose  stones  reaching  down  to 
the  edge  of  the  Devil's  Hole.  Across  this  incline,  where 
a  single  misstep  or  the  sliding  of  a  single  stone  might 
prove  fatal,  the  party  were  obliged  to  pick  their  way  ;  it 
was  with  considerable  hesitation  that  they  ventured  on 
the  treacherous  spot,  and  all  breathed  freer  when  safe  on 
the  other  side. 

A  short  distance  beyond,  the  glacier  was  reached,  and 
t.ie  ascent  of  its  forty  feet  of  wall  to  the  lateral  mo- 
raine was  successfully  accomplished.  From  its  source, 
the  ice-cap,  the  river  of  ice  came  down  to  its  discharging 
point  in  a  huge  white  dome,  across  which  were  marks 
in  many  directions  like  great  scratches  upon  its  sur- 
face. These  scratches  had  once  been  crevasses,  but  bv 
some  freak  of  ice  movement  had  become  closed.  Here 
and  there,  however,  were  crevasses  which  were  yet  open. 
These  when  looked  down   into  displayed  hanging  froni 
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their  blue  sides  myriads  of  icicles,  and  when  anv  of  i  1 
were  knocked  offthex-  fell  into  the  unknown  depths  w  ii 
a  ciani^orous  sonnd  like  the  rin^ini;-  of  hells. 

As  the  summit  of  the  _L;iacier  was  approached  it  .\  ,s 
discoN'ered  to  ha\-e  a  trihntar)',  a  smaller  stream  of  ;,  ^^ 
which  emptied  into  the  main  body  with  a  forcn-  liiai 
at  the  junction  had  torn  both  up  wildh'.  AIjow  \\\\^ 
was  the  cinpie  or  ne\e  basin  into  which  the  _L;reat  'a\-- 
caj)  crownin^n'   the  whole    island  })ours   its  suppl\-  for  Uu- 


l^lacier, 


iM'om  this  ])oint  a  fine  \-iew  ol  the  surroundings  was 
obtained.  ( )n  the  left  far  ])elow,  nestled  on  the  rock\ 
shores  of  the  pictures(ine  little  bay  was  seen  the  settle- 
ment of  (iodluuMi  ;  to  the  rij.;ht  lay  the  broad  ocean, 
on  whose  surface  floated  countless  icebergs  all  silentl\ 
and  majesticalh'  mo\'in,i;-  in  procession  northward  t  > 
Melville  IJay.  IJeyond,  over  the  coast  of  the  mainlaiul 
the  ice-cap  of  (rreenland  rolled  to  the  horizon,  a  j)ure 
white  streak  a,L;ainst  the  blue  sky. 

On  another  occasion  two  of  the  i)arty,  the  writer  l)e- 
in.g'  one,  explored  Blau/A'  Dael,  that  lovely  valle\-  once 
the  bed  of  a  ,i;lacier,  but  now  clothed  with  _i;reen  ni(is>, 
dwarf  willows  and  birches,  and  dotted  with  Arctic  wild 
flowers  whose  i)rett\'  faces  smiled  defiance  at  the  deso- 
lation near  them. 

Followin.^-  the  Red  River  the  two  adventurers  came 
finally  into  a  spot  of  ,^'reat  loveliness.  To  the  left  llu- 
valley  trended.  Close  to  them  lay  a  lake  perhaps  a 
mile  in   length    formed  b\-  melting  snow,  so    clear,  that 
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i  iiongli  deep,  its  bottom  was  plainly  visible,  and  so  still, 
liiat  the  adjacent  hills  were  reflected  on  its  surface  so 
sharply  that  but  for  the  small  fringe  between  them  and 
the  water's  edge  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  tell 
where  the  hills  ended  or  the  reflection  began.  These 
hills  on  the  east  have  absolutely  perpendicular  sides  sheer 
!ip  to  their  flat  tops,  and  stand  in  array  one  closely  fol- 
lowing the  other  like  a  row  of  huge  red  boxes.  On  the 
west  the  hills  slope  towards  the  ice-cap,  and  are  scarred 
by  the  action  of  a  long-gone  glacier  and  worn  by  many 
streams  which  flow  from  the  ice.  Several  lofty  water- 
falls which  add  to  the  turmoil  of  the  Red  River's  run 
to  tlie  sea,  and  the  many  patches  of  ice  which  lay  in 
shady  spots  among  the  red  hills  together  with  the 
stretches  of  soft  green  moss  from  which  peeped  the 
white  and  yellow  Arctic  flowers,  lent  the  scene  a  singular 
beauty  as  charming  as  it  was  unexpected  in  these  high 
latitudes. 

The  necessary  work  in  Godhavn  accomplished,  the 
party  left  that  place  in  the  afternoon  for  Upernavik. 
Fond  farewells  were  waved  to  Daniel  by  the  Eskimo 
belles,  and  the  former  as  the  settlement  faded  from  sight 
informed  his  new  employers,  with  a  good-natured  grin 
upon  his  red-brown  face,  that  he  felt  as  though  he  could 
"  much  cry." 

After  leaving  Godhavn  the  Kite  was  kept  close  to 
the  coast,  and  as  the  weather  was  very  fine,  there  were 
excellent  opportunities  for  seeing  and  enjoying  the 
scenery,    which    continued    to   grow   more    varied    and 
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iuterestiii,i;'  as  we  advaiicctl  furtlier  northwanl.  Auk  jr.  • 
the  most  sin,L,nilar  and  strikiii":;-  pliciioincna  arc  the  sluiri) 
ridges  of  tlie  inountains  at  the  junction  of  the  ocean  and 
a  fiord.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  of  these  is  vSerink 
Point  on  Disko  Iskmd,  wliich  forms  the  lower  abutniL-nl 
of  ( )oniiak  fiord.  Here,  the  slope  facinj;  the  fiord  and 
that  which  fronts  the  ocean,  thou.^h  both  are  com- 
paratively gentle,  taper  to  such  a  point  that  the  cre>l 
jf  the  mass,  more  than  2000  feet  liii^h,  is  so  sharp,  llial 
no  place  in  any  part  of  its  entire  length  from  where  it 
emerges  out  of  the  water  to  its  summit  is  wide  enou^li 
to  support  a  man. 

The  AV/r  reached  Upernavik  about  midnij^ht  of  Julv 
17,  and  on  the  noon  of  the  following  day,  the  mendjers 
of  the  expedition  having  paid  their  respects  to  Inspector 
Andersen  and  Air.  H\ers,  the  governor  of  the  settle- 
ment, the  voyage  was  resumed,  the  A'i/c  being  pushed 
rapidly  toward  Duck  Island. 

The  sun  shone  with  all  its  power  and  made  the  dav 
uncomfortably  warm.  There  was  also  a  heavy  sea  run- 
ning and  the  vessel  pitched  and  tossed  drcadfulK. 
Towards  night,  however,  the  sea  had  become  more  calm, 
but  there  was  a  thick  fog,  so  that  it  became  impossible 
to  see  more  than  a  few  boat  lengths  ahead.  Through 
this  damp  curtain  the  K/'ir  slowly  groped  her  way  till 
morning,  when  the  fog  lifted  and  Duck  Island  appeared 
but  a  few  ship's  lengths  on  the  starboard.  A  boat 
was  lowered  at  once,  and  an  eager  lot  of  hunters 
were    rowed    ashore,  including  the   Professor   and   our 
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Interpreter,  Daniel,  the  latter  two  bent  on  the  more 
peacefnl  occupation  of  ej^j^  j^'atherinjj;-.  Within  five 
uiinutes  after  landinj^  the  hunters  were  merrily  banj^- 
ing  away,  spreadinj^  caruajj^e  and  death  amonj^  the  eider 
thicks  which  flew  by  the  thousands  afTri<;lited  over  the 
rocky  little  island.  At  len,t>th  their  carttidj^^cs  ^avc  out, 
and  one  b\-  one  they  reluctantly  returned  over  the 
rocks  to  the  Ixxit,  tired  but  liai)py,  and  bendint;^  under 
the  wei<^ht  of  the  larL^e  and  toothsome  birds  they  had 
siau^ditered. 

Soon  after  the  A'i/c  once  more  .y^ot  under  was-  the  io^r^ 
came  on  a,<;ain,  and  proi^ress  was  so  slow  that  althou,i;h 
under  favorable  conditions  it  is  but  a  few  hoiu's'  sail,  it 
was  not  until  early  on  the  followinjj^  mornint;-  that  the 
vessel  entered  the  dreaded  Melville  P>ay,  and  was  abreast 
of  DeviTs  Thumb.  Ik'tween  the  latter  point  and  the 
ship  was  a  vast  field  of  ice  but  to  the  left  and  ahead  was 
clear  water.  This  was  a  source  of  j^reat  satisfaction  to 
Captain  Pike,  as  it  was  at  this  point  the  I\//r  was  caus^ht 
last  year  and  detained  three  weeks  by  pack-ice. 

The  AV/r  was  not  to  have  clear  sailing  very  loni;-, 
however,  for  in  three  hours  after  entcrinti^  the  bay  there 
was  ice  about  on  all  sides,  and  ]\Ir.  Duniplu-  was  kept 
busy  in  the  crow's  nest  calling,  "port,''  ''steady," 
"starboard,"  "steady,"  until  the  very  echoes  seetned 
to  take  up  and  repeat  the  words.  Fortunateh'  the  cakes, 
though  many  of  them  were  miles  in  extent,  were  rotten, 
and  when  a  lead  ended  it  \vas  comparatively  an  easy 
task   for  the  Kiic  to  butt  her  wav  thromrh   to  the  next 
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lead  without  more  (lainaj^^e  than  the  sinashiii};  of  a  ir.v 
pieces  of  h)()se  crockery  in  tlie  <,'-alley,  so  that  thel\ro> 
in  Arctic  navijration  bej^an  to  think  Melville  Bav  was 
not  the  terrible  place  it  had  been  described.  I'.ut 
before  niidninht  they  were  vindeceived.  Shortlv  afiir 
ten    o'clock    they   beheld    about  them    a    vast    ice-lu  id 
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stretchinq-  ahead,  and  to  the  east  and  west,  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach  in  one  unbroken  sheet,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  lead  behind  closed  up,  leaving  the  vessel 
locked  in  a  lake  of  water  barely  large  enough  to 
hold  her.  Reluctantly  Captain  Pike  gave  the  order  to 
"burn  her  down,"  and  made  preparations  to  take  things 
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..  isy  until  a  lead  should  open  up  and  let  the  ship 
;  irou};li.  Towards  niorninjj^  the  chance  came,  but  a  few 
i,>)urs  later  the  vessel  was  tied  up  aj^ain,  this  time 
(  iiveloped  in  a  dense  foj;-.  When  at  len<;th  a  lead  was 
l.iund,  the  fo<;  still  remaincil,  liftin*;  only  just  lon.ij 
(.■nou*;h  for  the  k'i/c  to  avoid  runninj^  a<j^ainst  two  ice- 
herj^^s  which  towered  hij^h  above  the  mainmast. 

One  of  these  bcrjj^s  is  well  known  as  the  vast  mountain 
of  ice  which  has  been  <i^rounded  in  Melville  I  Jay  since 
1837,  when  it  was  observed  and  located  by  McClintock. 
A  moment  later  a  faint  outline  of  the  vSabine  Islands 
was  seen  in  the  distance  and  then  the  fojii^  fell  aj^^ain. 
These  islands  have  been  the  scene  of  many  Arctic  trou- 
bles. Near  them  Hayes  was  caught  in  1S67  in  the 
Paii/I/cr.  In  their  vicinity  also,  McClintock  floated  about 
all  winter  in  the  Fo.\\  locked  f;\st  in  the  ice.  Here,  too, 
the  Priinrss  Charlotte^  commanded  by  Captain  Deuchers, 
was  nipped  and  lost,  givinj^-  the  crew  but  ten  minutes 
time  to  escape. 

Xcvertheless,  re<;-aidless  of  the  fo<^,  in  spite  of  the  ice, 
the  Kite  moved  more  or  less  steadily  forward  with  such 
j^ood  results  that  early  on  Friday  ni()rnin,!:>-,  July  22,  she 
had  pas.sed  throuj^^h  ^lelville  Bay  and  was  at  Cape  York, 
with  a  record  to  her  credit  of  the  third  fastest  passaj^e 
ever  made  through  those  waters  by  any  expedition  ;  the 
first  and  second  best  records,  it  may  be  remarked,  were 
also  made  by  Captain  Pike. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

Thk  .'^ape  York   and   Nkhkh'mie   Rskimos.— Distribctiox   ok 
Gifts. —MiCKTiNO  Gmsox,   Dr.  Codk  and  Vkrhoki-f. 

AS  the  /\i/c  approaclicd  the  shores  of  Cape  York 
-  voices  were  heard  cryiii^i;^  :  "  Ki-iiio  !  Ki-iiio  i  " 
and  a  few  mimites  later,  as  the  vessel  was  brought  to, 
the  whole  tribe  or  wild,  fur-clad  Eskimos,  who  dwell 
there,  appeared  on  the  shore.  So^y:  made  their  wav  lo 
the  ship,  over  the  floe  ice,  pushing;  sledges,  while  others 
came  through  leaci.:  in  rude  kajaks.  A  kajaker  was  the 
first  to  come  on  board,  but  he  was  speedily  followed  l)v 
t!;c  others.  INIore  tlian  twenty  of  them  were  soon  on 
deck,  chattering  with  all  their  might  and  main,  and 
desirous  of  trading. 

Just  before  arriving  at  Cape  York,  Prof.  Heilprin 
had  directed  that  Ti  number  of  the  long  hickorv  spear- 
handles  be  brought  on  deck.  These  the  huskies 
presciitly  espied  and  began  to  seize,  and  it  was  onl\' 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  they  could  be  restrained 
frou".  removing  them  at  once.  Tlicy  then  gave  free 
vent  to  their  curiosity  and  swar.ned  over  everything, 
not  even  the  engine-room,  tlie  forecastle,  or  the  rigging 
escaping  a  visit.  Th'?  first  efforts  of  Prof.  Heilprin  were 
dirrctcd  to  tlic  obtaining,  if  possible,  of  some  news  of 
Lieut.  Peary,  and  with  the  aid  of  Daniel,  the  interpreter, 
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lu  round  a  Cape  York  liuskie,  who  said  that  he  had  seen 
P.ary  ami  his  party,  enumerating  them  all  by  name, 
seven  persons  and  two  dogs.  He  also  drew  a  chart  of 
tlie  region,  putting  down  wnth  fair  correctness  the  posi- 
tion of  the  three  islands  of  Whale  Sound  and  of  Cape 
Cleveland  on  INIcCorniick  Bay,  upon  which  he  said  was 
tliL  hu:t  or  "  igloo"  of  Peary.  Afterwards  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  man  had  visited  the  place  last  winter  and 
spent  a  month  there. 

Shortly  after  all  hands  went  on  shore.  The  spot 
where  we  landed  was  the  summer  home  of  the  Cape  York. 
p^skimos.  Their  dweilings  during  this  season  are  tents 
of  skin,  called  "tuples";  their  winter  quarters,  or 
"  igloos,"  were  some  distance  further  on,  and  just  now 
dismantled  in  order  to  allow  the  elements  to  do  a  little 
cleansing  of  the  interiors. 

There  were  six  tents  or  tuples  in  the  settlement,  and 
these  housed  probably  thirty  or  thirtN'-five  men,  women 
and  children.  Judging  from  the  numerous  caches 
planted  all  around,  the  people  had  been  exceedingly 
fortunate  in  their  season's  nuutiug  and  were  laying  up 
a  good  store  of  food  for  winter  use. 

The  natives  of  Cape  York  seem  to  be  rapidly  advanc- 
ing in  their  knowledge  of  the  uses  of  the  kajak,  for 
when  the  Peary  party  and  the  West  Greenland  expedi- 
tion visited  the  place  last  \ear  they  found  but  two 
K)^  tli(  rudest  character  ;  but  this  \ear  every  man  owned 
one  of  these  useful  boats,  and  these  of  a  greatl\-  improved 
patxrn,  though  yet  far  from  being  as  handsome  in  model 
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as  those  of  South  Greenlaucl.  They  have,  however,  iie 
advaiitaj^e  of  greater  beam  and  therefore  are  not  iku,  Jv 
so  cranky. 

Next  to  their  kajaks  and  dogs,  it  was  evident  i:iat 
the  Cape  York  Eskimos  prized  a  gun,  and  the  lliae 
weapons  of  this  character  in  this  settlement  were  jeal- 
ously cherished.  Two  of  these  were  rifles  which  ili^v 
had  received  from  the  West  Greenland  party  last  war, 
and  were  repeaters.  The  third  gun,  liowever,  was  a 
curiosity.  It  was  an  old  musket  barrel  to  which  a  liuskie 
had  fitted  a  stock  made  out  of  a  piece  of  one  inch  pine 
board,  and  to  which  he  had  attached,  very  ingeniouslv,  a 
hannner  and  trigger  manufactured  out  of  an  old  six- 
penny nail  and  a  piece  of  ivory.  No  white  man  would 
have  discharged  the  gun  for  any  consideration,  but  its 
owner  had  no  such  feeling  and  fired  off  a  load  of  powder 
which  was  given  him,  without  misgivings,  seemingly 
very  proud  of  the  way  it  banged. 

At  Cape  York  the  first  distribution  of  gifts  sent  by  the 
benevolent  people  of  Philadelphia  for  the  Eskimos  was 
made,  and  surely,  had  those  who  contributed  the  material 
witnessed  the  scene,  they  would  have  felt  satisfied  that 
their  charity  was  well  bestowed.  The  Eskimos  were 
taken  aboard  ship  where  they  were  drawn  up  in  line  and 
each  individual  given  some  articles  useful  to  him 
in  his  daily  life.  To  the  men  were  presented  wood  for 
sledges  and  kajaks  and  the  tools  wl  erewith  to  make 
them — saws,  files,  knives,  planes,  braces  and  bits,  also 
some  of  the  hickory  si)ear  handles  and  iron  for  harpoons. 
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'i  he  wood,  which  is  more  precious  than  gold,  was  re- 
c.  ived  with  the  liveliest  inanifestatious  of  pleasure  and 
tiic  women  nearly  went  wild  over  the  thind:)les,  knives, 
scissors,  needles  and  kettles  which  were  Lestowed  upon 
tlieni. 

When  the  distribution  was  over  the  recipients  ran 
around  the  deck  howling  and  singing  for  very  joy,  and 
of  Daniel  they  repeatedly  asked,  why  it  \vas  they  were 
L;iven  such  precious  things  for  nothing.  He  was 
directed  to  explain,  saying,  after  he  had  done  as  re- 
quested :  "I  speakeni  American  man  good.  They 
savvey  me,  and  speakeni  American  man  plent\-  good, 
ami  say  thank  you." 

After  they  had  been  quieted  down  they  were  taken 
into  the  forecastle  and  given  a  hearty  repast,  which  had 
bL-en  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  them  by  Captain  Pike, 
and  from  the  way  they  devoured  what  was  set  before 
them  it  was  evident  they  enjoyed  their  meal. 

At  length,  and  after  some  difficulty,  the  natives  were 
cleared  off,  and  the  Kile  resumed  her  voyage,  running 
along  the  famous  Crimson  Cliffs,  so-called  from  their 
peculiarly  bright  red  color,  caused  b\'  the  lichens  and  red 
snow  v.-'.iich  covers  their  granite  rocks.  As  progress  was 
made  the  glaciers,  which  hitherto  had  been  seen  only  at 
wide  intervals,  now  followed  each  other  in  rapid  succes- 
sion, some  comparatively  small  in  extent,  others  of 
(.nornious  dimensions.  No  two  were  alike  ;  they  were 
of  a  bewildering  variet^'  of  forms,  adx'ancing,  retreating, 
falling,  hanging,  some  winding  through  tortuous  valleys, 
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others  swecpiiij;  strai<(lit  from  the  <;re'at  ice-cap,  wli;.  \\ 
rose  everywhere  in  a  jjjreat  dome  Ik'voiuI  the  liills,  wl:  ie 
still  another  class  was  almost  flat  like  a  )inr(/c  ;-/,/.,•. 
One  <^lacier  was  apparently  smooth  and  without  cwy. 
asses,  another  cut  with  frij^htful  seams  and  chasm.  ; 
some  terminated  on  die  land,  while  others  discliai'.M  d 
their  streams  of  ice  directly  into  the  sea.  One  of  tluM' 
rivers  of  ice,  which  is  Ci  lied  the  Petowik  .^lacier,  is  (i\rr 
seven  miles  across,  and  its  face  projecting-  above  the  sra 
is  estimated  to  be  more  than  100  feet  hisj^h. 

Abont  midni^ti^ht  of  July  22,  the  A'ilc  arrived  at  Conical 
Rock,  a  small  cone-shaped  island,  where  search  was 
made  for  traces  of  the  Pear\'  jiart)',  wluj  had  i)r()niis(.(l 
to  leave  such  in  case  they  made  an  early  start  s<aali\vanl 
in  open  boats.  V\>  to  this  time,  while  the  weather  iiad 
been  frequently  cold,  it  had  not  been  unconifortabK  so, 
but  here  for  the  first  time  in  addition  to  the  low  tempi m- 
tnre,  which  stood  at  30°,  a  strouf^;-  wind  was  blowing, 
and  for  ^rreater  comfort  the  h'v^  winter  ulsters  \vi  ii- 
bron.u^ht  out  and  proved  none  too  warm.  Tlie  A/A 
steamed  slowly  around  the  island  and  e\ir\-  ])()iiU 
was  carefidh'  scanned,  but  without  findim;-  anything;  Ic 
indicate  that  the  ])crsons  sou.i^ht  had  been  there,  and  llie 
ship  was  headed  for  W'olstenholnie  Island  on  a  similar 
search.      This  i)lace  was  reached  four  hours  later. 

When  last  winter  it  was  determined  to'  send  an 
expedition  to  the  relief  of  Lieut.  Peary  and  his  partw 
Professor  Ileilprin  had  sent  a  barrel  containini;'  a  letli,  r 
to  that   effect    to    St.  Johns,    with  a  recpiest  that  il  he 
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](,  warded  by  some  whaler  to  Wolstenliolnie  Island  for 
(1l  posit  on  its  west  side,  the  side  most  likely  to  be 
Vi-iled  by  a  retreatin<^  party.  The  barrel  was  j^iven  in 
cliartji^e  of  Captain  Jeffrey  Phillips,  of  the  steamship 
I  skinios,  who  faithfully  performed  the  work  entrusted  to 
liuii.  The  barrel  was  readily  found  ;  it  was  gaudily 
painted  and  set  on  a  prominent  rock  and  further  indi- 
cated by  a  flaj^staflf.  On  examininj^  its  contents,  in 
addition  to  the  letter  it  cntained  from  the  Professor, 
another  was  found  from  Captain  Phillips,  as  follows  : 

S.  vS.  PlsKiMOS,  June  13,  1892. 
To  Lhut.  R.  E.  Pcmy,   U.  S.  N.  : 

vSir: — This  cask  was  delivered  to  me  at  vSt.  Johns,  to 
be  left  for  you  at  Wolstenliolnie  Island.  Wishinji^  you 
every  success  in  your  undertaking,  and  with  the  hope 
that  this  will  find  you  all  well,  I  am  faithfully  yours, 

Jkkkki>;y  Phiijjps. 

hVoni  the  time  the  ship  left  Upernavik  to  her  arrival  at 
Wolstcnholme  Island  those  aboard  her  had  been  treated 
to  almost  continuous  fo<^s,  or  to  chilly  and  jL^looiny  days  ; 

l)ut  soon  after  leavinj^  this  island  the  atmosphere  cleared 
as  if  In-  maj^ic.  The  sky  became  blue,  the  sun  shone 
it  brijj^htly,  and  the  temperature  rv>se  rapidly  from  the 
fRe/iu}^  point  until  it  became  almost  uncomfortably 
warm.  In  fact,  by  the  time  Cape  Parr\'  was  nearcd,  and 
at  the  settlement  of  the  Nehelumie  Ivskimos,  all  hands 
wtre  perspiring-  as  freely  as  un  a  July  day  at  home. 
These  Eskimos,  who  were  mistaken   la.st    year  for  the 
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Ittiblus  appeared,  if  aiiytliin<^,  more  joyful  at  the-  ,1)- 
proacli  of  the  ship  than  those  of  Cape  York,  nud 
swarmed  about  the  "  oomiakswa, "  as  thcv  call  larc 
vessels,  with  incessant  cries  of  "  Ki-mo  !  Ki-nio  !  "  (wel- 
come !  welcome  !)  Far  wilder  in  dress  and  appearance 
than  the  natives  at  Cape  York,  they  were  yet  the  saiiu.- 


SVARTRN  HUK. 

filthy,  good-natured  huskies,  that  clambered  over  th.e 
ship's  side  and  stood  upon  the  deck,  chattering  like  ]xii- 
rots  and  laughing  at  everything  in  sight,  including  the 
members'  own  precious  persons.  Those  of  the  party 
who  suffered  the  most  in  this  particular  were  the  unfor- 
tunates who  were  compelled  to  wear  glasses,  and  later. 
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0.  shore,  those  who  stumbled  and  fell  while  cliinbing 
ocr  the  rocks.  These  last  the  huskies  derisively 
c  lied  ''  pickaninnies  "  (children),  and  anion*;-  those  who 
enied  the  title  was  jolly  Captain  Pike. 

Captain  Pike,  however,  returned  j^ood  for  evil  by 
oiving  them  a  good  meal,  wliicli  they  devoured  with 
mat  ravenous  appetite  said,  not  unjustly,  to  be  one  of  the 
chief  characteristics  of  the  dwellers  of  the  Arctic  regions. 
When  .iieir  appetites  had  been  .satisfied,  the  voyagers 
went  c,  f^  visit  them  at  their  tupics,  which  numbered 

eleven,  ai.  .sheltered  thirty-six  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren. The  settlement  is  delightfully  situated  on  the 
northeast  side  of  Borden  Bay,  where  the  grass  grew 
luxuriantly  and  other  vegetation  abounded. 

Por  an  hour  or  more  after  landing  the  place  presented 
a  lively  scene.  Needles,  knives,  scissors,  thimbles  and 
other  useful  things  were  produced  from  the  capacious 
pockets  of  the  members  of  the  expedition  and  exhibited 
to  the  delighted  P^skimos,  who  eagerly  accepted  them  in 
exchange  for  toys,  articles  u.sed  in  the  hunt  and  house- 
hold, so  that  when  the  bartering  was  over,  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences  had  secured  a  rich  collection  of 
West  Greenland  ethnological  material.  In  the  trading 
both  parties  were  satisfied  ;  the  members  of  the  relief 
expedition  considered  that  they  got  more  than  value 
given,  while  the  huskies  firmly  believed  they  had  the 
advantage  of  the  explorers.  Having  finished  trading,  as 
at  Cape  York  a  distribution  of  gifts  was  in  order,  and  the 
men,  women  and  children  were  made  almost  frantically 
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happy  by  the  abundance  of  wood  and  materials  for  kaj.. '  >, 
sledges  and  harpoons.  »So  excited  did  they  become  \\..\ 
the  noses  of  fully  one-half  of  the  people  bled  profusv  i\ 
(said  to  be  a  ])eculiarity  of  the  Eskimos  when  dic^  j-iv 
moved)  ;  and  when  at  lent^^th  the  Kite  sailed  a\va\ ,  sIk 
was  followed  for  more  than  a  mile  by  excited  kajakcrs, 
yelling  "  Tapausi,  American  man!"  and  one,  to  show 
his  gratitude,  rowed  close  to  the  ship's  side  and  tlnvw 
his  harpoon  line  aboard,  with  the  exclamation, '^  Won^a 
pelitay  ibli  "  (I  give  it  to  you). 

At  Hakluyt  Island  was  passed  a  curious  formation 
known  as  Bell  Rock,  which  excited  the  admiration 
of  everybody  on  board.  The  rock  is  a  nearly  circular 
shaft  of  basalt  which  rises  more  than  600  feet  aboxe 
the  water  and  through  an  immense  talus  takes  on  the 
exact  form  of  a  bell.  It  is  brought  out  in  stronger 
relief  by  the  pure  white  background  of  a  large  glacier 
and  the  ice-cap  shining  as  white  to  the  right  and  left. 

The  Kite  was  now  within  only  a  few  hours'  journey  of 
McCormick  Bay  and  the  excitement  of  the  members  of 
the  relief  expedition  rose  almost  to  fever  heat.  When 
at  length  the  outermost  cape  of  the  bay  came  into  view 
the  magnificent  panorama  of  the  coast  was  disregarded. 
All  eyes  were  eagerly  directed  towards  the  cape  with 
the  wild  hope  that  something  of  Peary's  party  might  be 
seen,. though  it  was  still  ten  miles  off  to  Red  CliiT  House. 

Even  Captain  Pike  caught  the  infectious  excitement 
and  kept  the  air  filled  with  the  booming  of  the  little 
cannon  and  the  .shrill  shrieks  of  the  .steam  whi-stle. 
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Presently  ]\Ir,  Duiuphy,  who  was  in  the  crow's-nest 
(lirectinjr  the  Kile' s  passajji'e  thron^^h  the  ice-sheets,  with 
ri  yell  annonnced  that  he  saw  a  niovin*^  speck  on  the 
water  at  the  entrance  of  IMcCorniick  Ha>'.  Telescopes 
were  immediately  trained  on  the  place  indicated.  The 
speck  was  seen,  black  a*j^ainst  a  linj^e  white  iceberg, 
]>ut  so  small  that  nothing  conld  be  made  of  it,  except 
that  it  was  moving  towards  the  Kite.  Slowly — oh  !  how 
slowly  to  the  anxions  minds  of  those  on  board — the 
object  grew  larger  and  finally  took  on  t'le  form  of  a 
boat,  in  which  were  a  nnmber  of  persons.  Then  Mr. 
Dumphy,  still  in  his  post  at  the  top  of  the  foremast, 
sent  a  spasm  of  terror  into  the  breasts  of  the  party  by 
shonting  in  an  excited  tone  :  "  By  (rod,  sir,  they're  all 
huskies  in  that  whale  boat  !  They've  killed  the  Peary 
party,"  bnt  he  almost  instantly  set  all  right  by  crying 
joyfully,  "No,  they're  not,  sir;  they're  waving  their 
arms;  they're  all  right!"  By  this  time  the  anxions 
ones  on  board  the  Kite  conld  see  for  themselves.  There 
were  several  persons  in  the  boat.  Some  of  them  were 
waving  their  arms  and  seemed  to  be  jumping  up  and 
down,  while  the  others  were  pulling  at  the  oars  as  for 
their  lives.  Then,  a  few  moments  later,  when  the  occu- 
pants were  recognized  as  a  portion  of  the  Peary  party 
who  were  being  rowed  by  Eskimos,  the  scene  on  board 
was  almost  beyond  description. 

Sailors  not  on  duty  were  in  the  rigging  yelling,  the 
second  mate  still  in  the  crow's  nest  shouted  himself 
hoarse,  while  the  members  of  the  expedition  were  cheer- 
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iii^,  shakinj^  each  other  by  the  hands  and  beliavinj^  like 
men  bereft  of  their  senses.  Hnt  tlie  snprenie  nioincnt 
came  when  the  boat  arrived  alonj^side  and  Dr.  Cook 
Mr.  Gibson  and  Mr.  VerhoefT  climbed  np  the  side  of 
the  vessel  and  spranj;-  on  deck.  Every  one  of  the  iiiLin- 
bers  of  the  relief  expedition  and  the  officers  and  crt  w 
of  the  k'i/c  crowded  aronnd  them  with  exultiuir 
handshakes  and  almost  hysterical  j^reetings.  The 
three  men  appeared  in  splendid  condition,  muscular- 
lookin*!^,  deeply  tanned  by  exposnre  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  ]\Ir.  Verhoeff,  were  dressed  in  fnll  Eskimo  cos- 
tnmes — reindeer  coat  and  tronsers  and  seal-skin  boots 
that  reached  almost  to  their  knees. 

After  the  {greetings  were  over,  inquiries  were  made  for 
lyieut.  and  Mrs.  Peary,  Mr.  Astrup  and  the  colored  ser- 
vant Henson.  It  was  then  learn<.  that  Lieut.  Pear\  \s 
leg  had  become  sound  again  and  that  he  and  Mr. 
Astrup  were  on  their  great  journey  over  the  inland  ice, 
but  were  expected  back  daily,  and  that  ]\Irs.  Peary  and 
Henson  had  been  for  the  ten  days  previous  camping  at 
the  head  of  McCormick  Bay  awaiting  their  return. 

By  the  time  these  questions  had  been  asked  and  an- 
swered the  Iviic  had  passed  the  entrance  of  ]\IcCorniick 
Bay  and  had  been  brought  to  in  front  of  Lieut.  Peary's 
winter  quarters.  It  was  a  few  minutes  after  eleven 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  July  23. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Ni:\V.S    Ol'*    THI".   ShU-'S   ArRIVAI,   TAKl'N   T<  i    MRS.   PKARV.  — KSKIMO 

Sic.Ns  OK  Agk. — Attacking  thk  Ice-cap. 

ALTHOUGH  it  was  near  miduight  when  the  Kite 
slowed  up  opposite  Peary's  lieadquartcrs,  the 
sun  shone  with  noonday  brij^^htne.ss,  and  with  flushed 
faces,  to  which  the  warmth  of  the  weather  contributed 
about  evenly  with  tlie  excitement  of  the  recent  uieetinjj^, 
and  tremblint;^  with  suppressed  eagerness  and  impatience, 
scarce  waiting  for  tlie  propeller  to  cease  revolving,  the 
rilicf  party  manned  the  long  boat.  Quickly  they  rowed 
ashore  toward  Red  Cliff  House  in  which  Lieut,  and  Mrs. 
IVary  and  their  companions  had  spent  the  winter,  and 
the  Eskimos'  settlement  which  had  within  the  year  of 
their  .sojourn  sprung  up  around  it.  When  they  had 
landed  Dr.  Cook  detailed  a  huskie  to  carry  word  to 
Mrs.  Peary  of  the  arrival  of  the  Kite,  and  at  the  same 
lime  take  to  her  a  package  of  letters  from  her  relatives 
in  the  United  States.  The  di.stance  to  ^Irs.  Peary's 
camp  was  fifteen  miles,  but  this  notwithstanding,  and 
although  the  presence  of  a  ship  is  an  object  of  almost 
irresistible  attraction  for  the  average  huskie,  lupia,  the 
native  selected  bv  Dr.  Cook,  without  a  murmur  made 
preparations  for  his  journey,  and  in  less  than  half  an 
hour  was  paddling  away  in  his  kajak  on  his  errand. 
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SoiiR'wlicrc  about  five  o'clock  in  the  luoruing  Iv,  ,  { 
arrived  at  the  head  of  INIcConnick  Hay,  and  ahu'  i 
burstinj>^  with  the  news  he  had,  ruslicd  to  the  tent  wht  ix- 
Mrs.  Teary  was  sleepinj;-  calmly,  and  without  any  eea- 
mony  ])oked  liis  head  within  and  shouted  that  the 
" ooniiakswa  "  was  come.  The  noise  he  made  as  will 
as  the  intelli«j[ence  he  l)rou«;ht  roused  Mrs.  Peary  to  lull 
wakefulness  at  once;  but,  althonj^h  she  had  alwavs 
looked  forward  to  the  possibility  of  a  relief  expedition 
cominjj;-,  she  knew  somethintj  of  the  joking  habits  of  [\\c 
natives,  and  was  inclined  to  disbelieve  the  tale  ]i(\\i:\ 
brouj^ht.  She  told  him  so  in  jj^ood  Eskimos,  a  lan<i[ua^e 
which  has  the  merit  of  brevity  as  well  as  directness. 
Not  at  all  abashed  or  hurt  at  this  doubt  cast  upon  his 
veracity,  Equa,  like  the  j^ood-natured  huskie  that  he  was, 
immediately  proved  his  truthfulness  by  producinc,^  the 
letters  and  addinj^  the  information  that  Professor  Heilprin 
was  comint^^  to  see  her  the  next  day .  Havin*i^  thus  vindi- 
cated his  character,  Equa  betook  himself  once  more  to  his 
kajak  and  paddled  back  with  all  speed  to  the  settlement 
to  join  in  the  festivities  which  he  felt  must  be  in  pro- 
gress there. 

Mrs.  Peary's  feelin<i;s  on  realizin*^^  that  a  party  had 
come  to  their  rescue  can  onl)'  be  ima^^ined;  she  says  she- 
was  full  of  joy  and  thankfulness  and  there  can  ])e  no 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  her  expressions,  for  howe\er 
much  she  and  her  husband  and  their  companions  nia\ 
have  believed  in  the  feasibility  of  the  proposed  escape 
to  Upernavik  in  open  whale  boats,  the  prospect  of  such 
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,,  journey  aiul  IIr'  almost  t-filaiti   hardships  which    must 
,.ttfu<l    it,  couhl    not    havr    Ik-cu  of  the    most    pleasant 
haractcr. 
Mranwhik'   the   first    hai)p\-   hours   of   nK-ftiu.n    wrrc 
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cnjoNcd  1)\'  the  relief  part)'  and  the  three  reniainin,!j^ 
members  of  the  Tear)-  expedition  at  the  headciuarlers. 
They  looked  thron,<;h  the  eo/.y  little  Red  Cliff  House 
— as  the  Arctic  mansion  was  called  from  the  color  of  the 
cliffs  near  Ca])e    Clex'claud — and    they  wandered    about 
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amoni:;-  the  tnpics  of  the  natives,  keepinjr  np  the  nua;!- 
while  a  coustaiit  interehan<;e  of  news.  \Vhere\  er  liu  v 
went  they  were  followed  1)\'  the  Eskimos,  men,  woui-  n 
and  ehildren,  tt)  whom  the  white  men  just  arrived  werr  as 
j>Teat  curiosities  as  they  themselves  were  to  the  wliiU' 
men.  They  critici.sed  their  clothiu"-,  their  method  of 
speakiu!^-  was  cause  oS.  surpri.se  ;  but  that  which  seenitd 
to  excite  the  g-reatest  amazement  in  the  niin.ds  of  Lli',>e 
people  were  \\\'t  heav>-  beards  which  adorned  the  faces 
of  all  the  party  with  one  exception.  As  liair  i)L'i;ins  lo 
j^row  on  the  faces  of  the  averaj;-e  Eskimo  onh-  as  old 
a,i^e  approaches,  the  abundant  hirsute  <^rowtli  about  the 
mouths  and  chins  of  the  visitors  .seemed  to  the  natives 
conclusive  proof  that  al^  were  "  very  ancient  men,"  and 
they  marveled  greatly  that  such  old  persons  sliould 
have  so  upright  a  carriage  and  walk  with  such  vigor- 
ous steps.  In  this  respect  also  Dr.  Cook  had  been  all 
winter  a  source  of  wonderment,  for  he  too  wore  a 
heavy  beard. 

A])out  three  or  fouro'clock  in  the  morning  the  members 
of  the  relief  expedition  returned  on  board  the  Kite  t(>  rest. 

On  [Monday  morning,  the  day  following,  all  but  three 
of  the  relief  expedition  and  Me.ssn;.  Gib.son  and  VcrhoelT 
with  a  number  of  Eskimos,  rowed  to  Herbert  Island  .some 
twenty  miles  distant  on  a  reindeer  hunt.  Two  others 
of  the  party  with  Daniel,  the  interpreter,  ascended  the 
cliffs  behind  Red  Cliff  House  and  made  an  attack 
on  the  inland  ice,  while  Professor  Heilprin  tramped 
to  the  head  of  the   bay  on   a  visit   to   Mrs.    Peary.      He 
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spent  several  lioiirs  with  her,  chiriii*;  whicli  he  nrj^cd  the 
propriety  of  her  returnin,!^  to  the  Red  Cliff  House  to 
await  the  coiuiii}^  of  Lieut.  Peary  there  instead  of  ni  camp. 
ill  doing  this  Professor  Heilprin  was  moved  by  the  con- 
sideration that  livin<^  in  camp  in  isolation,  and  left  a 
prey  to  her  ow:  thon<rhts,  Mrs,  Peary  would  brood  over 
her  husband's  continued  absence.  To  his  surprise  and 
pleasure,  however,  he  found  that  the  young  wife's  con- 
fidence in  him  was  so  complete  that  she  had  not  the 
.slightest  doubt  of  his  returnnig  in  safety  to  her  within 
a  few  days  of  the  time  he  expected.  She  persisted  in 
her  determination  to  remain  and  be  the  first  to  welcome 
Lieut.  Pear}-  back  from  his  journey  over  the  great  ice- 
cap, and  when  Professor  Heilprin  learned  this  he  ceased 
his  efforts  to  induce  her  to  come  to  Red  Cliff  House  and 
join  the  party. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  party  of  three  who  had  under- 
taken to  make  an  attack  on  the  ice-cap,  tva\  eled  from 
the  shore  back  to  the  cliffs  over  a  succession  of  ancient 
sea  beaches  rising  one  above  the  otlier  like  terraces,  all 
of  the'ii  being  thickly  strewn  with  shells.  Flowers 
were  found  there  growing  in  wild  profusion,  and  butter- 
flies and  moths  and  l)ees  without  stings  flew  gaily  about. 
Reaching  the  cliffs  the  ascent  was  begun  and  continued 
laboriously  to  tlie  summii.,  which  was  reached  at  a 
height  of  about  2300  feet  above  sea  level.  Here  a  great 
stretch  of  table-land  was  come  upon  which  extended 
riifiU  and  left  and  two  or  three  miles  towards  the  interior. 
The  surface   was  perfectly   flat   and    for   the  most   part 
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muddy  and  ^i^enerally  covered  with  small  stones  ai.l 
pebbles.  ]\Inddy  and  stony  as  this  ground  was,  howevt  r, 
as  on  the  shclvinj;-  beaches  jnst  traversed,  flowers  nn-w 
plentifully,  the  poppies  especially  bein.^-  so  thick  iliat 
the  oround  seemed  covered  by  a  yellow  carpet. 

Two  or  three  miles  inland  the  edji^e  of  the  eternal  ici-- 
cap  was  reached.  T)e<;inninj;- with  neve  or  j^rannlar  ice 
covering-  the  j^round  oidy  a  few  inches  deep,  as  the  pai  Iv 
pro<2^ressed  it  was  found  to  g-row  deejier  and  firmer  and 
gradually  harden  into  the  clear  blue  ice  which  in  llic 
interior  of  Cireenland  reaches  a  thickness  of  many 
thousand  feet.  This  ice,  however,  does  not  a])])(.ar  on 
the  surface.  It  is  co\-ere(l  by  a  layer  of  snow  \ar\  ing 
from  one  to  six  or  more  feet  in  depth,  frozen  over  willi  a 
thin  crust,  sometimes  firm  enough  to  bear  a  man's 
weight,  but  oftener  just  strong  enough  to  be  delusi\c 
and  let  the  ])edestrian  througli  at  the  moment  he  fancies 
he  is  the  most  secure  from  siu-h  a  catastrophe.  I'^or  hun- 
dreds and  hundreds  of  mihs  this  great  ice-cap  rolls  east 
and  west  and  for  the  whole  length  of  Cireenland  ndrtli 
and  south  it  extends,  witli  a  cold  white  glare  that  is  most 
terrifying.  Indeed  no  li\ing  b-ing  sa\'e  a  white  man 
will  \enture  u]>on  it.  It  i>.  slrmned  1)_\'  the  Ivskinuis 
and  .'ill  native  animals  and   birds  alike. 

The  little  party  traversed  this  ice-field  for  a  mile  or 
two  and  then  returned  to  the  shi]),  and  earl\-  the  next 
niorni'.ig  the  hunters  came  I'njm  Herbert  Island  with 
several  reindeer  as  jiroo*"  of  their  prowess. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

Is  Smith  Soind.  — IIavi;s'  W  inti;i<  nr\KTi,KS — Tni':  ki',  Uak- 
KiicR.— Wai.uus  HuNTrN(;.--THiv  ET.\n  and  othi.k  I-IxtrivMH. 
N'okthkri.v  Si;ttli';mi;nts. 


\SCr:RTAIXrX(;  that  Licnt.Pcary  was  hardlv  likely 
to  return  from  the  inland  ice  before  the  fonrth  or 
fi  "ill  of  Auj^ust,  Professor  Heilprin,  after  a  consultation 
with  his  companions  and  Ca])tain  Pike,  determined  on 
niakiu'^- an  effort  to  reach  the  i^^reat  Humboldt  (ilacier. 
This  w'lst  river  of  ice,  which  extends  from  the  se\-enty- 
ninth  to  the  eij^-litieth  ])arallel,  is  belie\-ed  to  be  the  larg- 
est in  the  world,  and  no  orj^anized  attempt  has  e\'er  been 
made  to  ex   h^re  it. 

The  start  was  made  on  the  morning;- of  Tuesday,  July 
26.  Rarl_\-  in  the  afternoon  the  A'//r  parsed  Cape  Alex- 
ander, made  famous  in  Arctic  expeditions,  and  entered 
Smith  vSound.  From  this  point  the  American  shore 
could  be  seen  (piite  plainly,  and  beyond  it  the  peak  of 
Mount  P)olton,  risin*^  hi.^-h  above  the  surround  in:,;-  coun- 
try. It  was  a  beautiful  da\'  and  the  sea  bL-in::;-  com- 
])arati\-ely  free  from  ice,  the  A'/A'  was  kejjt  close  to  land 
so  that  the  confi_<^uration  of  the  coast  could  the  better  be 
observed.  The  _^laciers  all  aloni^  are  laroe  and  numerous, 
and  these,  with  the  bold  ;md  ruL^;ned  coast  line,  comljincd 
to  a  scencr\'  of  ;  in<rular  beaut\'  and  interest.      Sometimes 
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for  miles  the  cliffs  were  almost  cntireh-  Ivire  of  si; 
a_<4aiii  tlic\-  were  buried  deep  in  the  mantle  of  win  •;■. 
This  was  the  more  curious  in  that  the  hills  seemed  dl 
about  the  same  altitude — 2000  feet.  TIr  rock  i^'iTv^  ,s, 
too,  were  odd  ;  such,  perhaps,  as  Cireenland  onix  .  .a 
exhibit.  The  strata  were  Ijroken  and  contorted  in  ew  r\- 
direction,  and  assumed  most  remarkable  and  L^rotexiue 
shapes.  The  colorin*;-  also  was  extremely  beautiful — 
red,  brown,  <;Teen,  purple  and  wdiite  bein<;-  the  prex.iil- 
iuL;'  hues.  In  strong  contrast  to  this  i)icture  was  ilie 
American  side.  Along  the  coast  line  north  and  souili 
and  inland  to  the  horizon  not  a  bare  rock  was  to  l)e  seen. 
Everything  appeared  to  be  covered  b\'  one  vast  ice  sheet 
that  gleamed  cold  and  white  in  the  sunlight  without  a 
sparkle.  Indeed  from  Disko  all  the  way  up  to  the  ]){)int 
now  reached  there  was  little  to  be  seen  on  the  (ireenland 
coa.st  to  remind  one  of  the  cold  and  rigor  of  the  climate. 
The  air  for  the  most  part  had  been  balmy  and  springlike, 
and  insects,  birds,  flowers  and  grass  were  abundant.  P)nt, 
gazing  at  this  desolate  American  shore,  one  realized  for 
the  first  time  that  there  were  within  the  Arctic  circle 
spots  to  be  shunned  by  living  beings,  and  that  there  was 
some  ground  for  the  terror  wdiich  is  generalh-  inspired 
by  the  suggestion  of  a  journey  to  the  far  North. 

vSoon  after  doubling  Cape  Alexander  we  .saw  and 
presently  pa.ssed  Point  Foulke,  one  of  the  boundaries  of 
Hartstene  Bay,  a  place  made  memorable  by  Dr.  Hayes, 
who  spent  one  winter  there.  It  is  an  ideal  spot  for  an 
Arctic  winter  quarters.      Sheltered  by  cliffs,  wdiich  tower 
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i  lore  than  2000  feet  in  almost  sheer  precipices,  and  coni- 
•j.iandin*;-  a  splendid  view  of  the  sea,  one  can  well  believe 
tie  story  that  Hayes  and  his  party  had  what  they  called 
..  "  rej^nlar  picnic''  dnrin*;-  the  winter  of  i86o-'6i. 

All  around  now  was  historical  t^ronnd.  Not  far  below 
i\)iiit  Konlke  is  the  point  of  land  on  which  Captain 
I 'ike  spent  the  first  ni<;ht  after  the  wreck  of  the  Proteus^ 
just  two  days  over  nine  years  ago.  A  few  miles  above 
is  Littleton  Island,  at  which  the  Kite  arrived  a  few  hours 
later.  Here  was  found  a  quantity  of  coal  which  had 
been  cached  on  the  island  for  the  use  of  the  Greely  party 
should  they  reach  the  place. 

Up  to  this  time  everythino-  had  gone  smoothly  with 
us  and  all  signs  pointed  to  a  speedy  and  successful  voy- 
age to  the  Humboldt  Glacier,  if  not  further.  But  for 
once  fortune  ceased  to  smile  on  the  expedition.  About 
ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  July  25  the  ice  blink  was 
seen  in  the  sky  ahead,  and  exactly  at  twelve  o'clock  the 
Kite  ran  her  bow  into  a  solid  field  of  ice,  which  extended 
without  a  break  from  the  Greenland  to  the  American 
shores,  making  an  impassible  barrier  to  further  pro- 
gress. 

Captain  Pike  made  the  vessel  fasL,  and  announced 
with  evident  satisfaction  that  he  could  take  the  Kite  no 
further  ;  that  we  ought  to  be  satisfied  anyhow,  as  no 
other  vessel  except  the  .7^/?'^y/<v'  and  the  Polaris  had  ever 
got  so  far  north  on  the  Greenlanvi  side  as  tliis  one  had. 
Captain  Pike  had  not  been  hilarious  at  any  time  over 
this  supplementary  trip,   and   none  of  the   party  could 
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blame  liiiii,  for  from  the  ship  was  i)lainly  \-isil)k' tlir  ,t 
where  the  fro/ciis  was  h)St,  and  the  plaee  therefore  ...,  ,[ 
not  ha\e  very  pleasant  associations  for  him. 

It  was  midni.t^ht,  and  with  the  snn  hiorh  in  thf  hori/jui, 
the  scene  was  one  to  hj  remembered.  Ahead  (tf  liic 
vessel  was  the  ,L;reat  field  of  ice,  ten  feet  or  more  liiu  k, 
its  snrface  broken  with  ^t^reat  domes  and  hunnnoek>,  al] 
shinin.t;'  in  the  bright  snnli.^ht  like  white  marbk.  (  )n 
the  ri^ht  was  the  (rreenland  C(.ast,  with  its  jmrpk-d  inj 
cliffs  adorned  with  <;reen  o-rass  and  moss  ;  on  the  k-fi  iliv 
American  shore  in  its  white  mantle  of  ]K'r])elnal  simw. 
On  this  last-named  coast,  jnst  sontli  of  ns,  was  tlie  sccik- 
of  the  Proteus  disaster,  and  jnst  abo\-e,  almost  abeam, 
was  Cape  vSabine,  where  (ireely  and  his  ])art\-  snfllrcd 
snch  horrors.  Ueyond  this  conld  be  seen  on  tin.'  s.-iiiir 
shores.  Cape  Hawks,  \Vashin<;ton  Irvinj^-  Island,  Cane 
Lonis  Napoleon,  and  nearly  as  far  north  as  the  ei<;luicili 
parallel.  On  the  Greenland  coast,  within  half  an  hour's 
journc)',  was  Rensselaer  IJax',  where  Dr.  Kane  and  his 
])artv  spent  the  winters  of  1-S53  and  1S54,  and  suffered, 
and  abandoned  their  shij),  the  staunch  .Idi'itiicr. 

While  all  were  .t;a/inj^  upon  the  silent,  wild  desolatiwu, 
the  scenes  anioni;'  which  many  darin_L;-  ex])lorers  uiider- 
went  hardships,  and  some  met  death,  the  ^reat  stillness 
was  sufhknh'  intermitted  1)\'  the  barkini^- of  a  do^'  from 
the  (rreenland  sliore.  All  started,  thinkini.;  il  nii^ht  he 
one  of  theanimals  belon.^in^u;' to  Lieut.  I'ear\  ;  tlie  Kile  was 
cast  loose  from  the  ice  and  her  prow  turned  corisl- 
ward. 
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She  had  not  gone  far  when  the  strange  barkings  were 
]  'arcl  on  every  side,  and  the  mystery  was  solved  ;  we 
\  ere  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  herd  of  walras. 

The  huge  animals  were  cither  lying  on  the  floes  fast 
;i  Icc'])  or  swimming,  diving  and  barking.  The  long  boat 
was  promptl)-  lowered,  fdled  with  enthusiastic  hunters, 
w  ho  pushed  off  in  chase.  Coming  upon  a  group  of  walrus 
(li)/cing  upon  a  cake  of  ice  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
siiip,  they  fired  into  them  and  killed  two.  The  others 
(lived  off  the  ice  and  disappeared  as  though  in  flight, 
j'.ut  if  any  of  the  hunters  in  that  long  boat  entertained 
such  an  idea  it  was  soon  dissipated.  One  of  them,  a 
great  bull  walrus,  presently  came  to  the  surface  about  a 
hundred  yards  or  so  from  the  boat  and  swam  rapidly 
away,  roaring  loudly  and  horribly  as  he  did  so.  It 
seemed  almost  as  though  he  was  calling  for  assistance  to 
wreak  vengeance  on  the  slayers  of  two  of  his  comrades. 
He  it  as  it  may,  the  water  was  soon  fai.ly  alive  with  an 
angry,  bellowing  herd,  so  numerous  that  ]\Ir.  Dumphy, 
the  second  mate,  from  his  position  on  the  deck  of  the 
f\i/(\  e.vciainied  excitedly  to  the  captain,  "By  George, 
sir,  I  believe  all  the  walrus  in  (rreenland  are  tliere,  sir  !  " 

With  their  eyes  burning,  their  tusks  gleaming,  without 
a  pause  or  sign  of  fear,  the  savage  animals,  bent  on 
revenge,  made  a  determined  attack  on  the  long  boat, 
rearing  from  the  water  as  they  reached  it  in  an  attempt 
U)  get  their  tusks  over  the  side. 

Had  they  succeeded  in  this  the  entire  party  would  have 
been    doomed,    but   each    member    fought    desperately. 
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Rilk'S,  hatclicts  and  harpoons  Wfic  nscd  willi  (U,i;;,\- 
cHl'd,  and  farli  onsian.L;lit  was  sncci'ssfnlly  i\'])(.'lli.(l,  \.\\ 
it  was  not  nnlil  a  lar^c  nnnd)i.T  liad  Ijccn  slain  lli.it  i;k' 
tiifiny  acd-;nowk'dt;x'd  (kdVat  and  snllrnly  vctiri-d  I'l.  ;ii 
till'  conlfsl,  k'a\-in,L;'  tlic  \-it'loi"ions  parlx-  l.o  low  llu-  iwo 
(k'ad  animals  lliry  had  hrsl  shot  in  Irinnqjli  to  tin.-  sliii), 


wdK'iv   it    was   estimated    that    the    hfaxd 
wei<>lK(l  more-  than   half  a  ton. 


er  ol    the    lui 


Tl 


lis  e'XcitiiiL;-  adxentnrc  only  wdictle'd  tin.'  appitilc  df 


all    hands    for  more  ;  all    of  the    ax'ailahk-    boats    wiir 
filled  \vith   ardent    sportsmen,  and    the    whole  da\'  Ioml^ 


tl 


le  chase    was 


kept 


ni). 
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iii\-  more  were  slan<>htt  ii 


and  nearly  a  do/.en  of  the  lin.^e  animals  secured,  and 
it  is  (piite  possil)k-  that  the  k'itr  would  \et  he  in  Sinilh 
vSoniid,  and  the  nieinhers  of  the  Pear\-  Relief  I'Apedi- 
tioii  hnntiniL;-  walrus,  had  not  Captain  Pike  towards  ewii- 
in^-  insisted  that  it  was  time  to  bej^iii  the  return  voxa^e 
to  McCormick  P>ay. 

At  Hartstene  Pax-  a  sto])  was  made  and  a  iinniher  of 
the  party  went  ashore  to  \isit  the  settlement  of  the  hUali 
l^skimos.  The  spot  was  found  readily  enon.i;h,  the 
abundant  \-erdnre  on  the  shore,  which  characterizes  all 
Kskimo  settlements,  affordin.L;-  a  sure  indication  of  its 
location.  The  place  was  found  to  be  deserted,  as  was 
expected  from  informatioii  <;i\-en  by  Dr.  Cook,  and  il 
evideiith'  had  been  abandoned  for  a  loiij^  time,  for  liie 
five  stone  igloos  were,  with  one  exception,  in  rnins,  and 
the  ])ilesof  bones  and  birdskins  and  other  refuse  in  front 
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f  them  overurown  with  <>rass. 
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Thf  I'Uali  villa<>c'  is  sn|)])()SL'<l  lo  Iiavt-  hcL-ii  tla-  most 
..Di'tlicrly  scttk'incnl  of  lininan  be-ini^s  on  the  laccof  tlit- 
;  lobe.  It  was  inadf  laniotis  by  Kane,  Hayes  and  oilier 
Arctic  iiavi,L;ators,  and  the  name  of  these  Ivskinios  is 
,  nniliar  to  the  reader  of  ex'cry  book  of  polar  a(b.-entnre. 
The  one  i^loo  not  destroyed  was  hiri^e,  handsome,  snb- 
sUuitiallv    constructed,   and   contained    two    rooms.      It 
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was  so  superior  to  all  the  others  in  cver\-  respect  that 
we  fancied  it  niiii;-ht  have  been  the  one  occupied  on  dif- 
lerent  occasions  bv  Doctors  Kane  and  Hayes.  Its  sn- 
])vri()rit\-  was  the  more  marked  from  tlic  fact  that  the 
ruins  of  the  reniaininj;'  huts  showed  that  all  had  been  of 
more   lliun    usual   excellence    of   construction.      pAerv 
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stone  had  becMi  carefully  laid  and  the   roof  soUdlv  bm. 
Of  the  people  who  on.ce   lived  there,  so   far  as   know; 
but  one  family  yet  exists,  and   that  one   forms  part  <<\ 
the    settlement   now  «^roui)ed  about    Red    CHIT  Hoti^r 
It  is  said  that  the  settlement  was  abandoned  bv  its   p(  (,- 
])le   because  of  liij^li  winds  and   continuous   cold.     \\\\\ 
on  this  beautiful  sunny  nij^^ht,  with  scarcely  a  Ijrealli  lo 
cool  the  heated  atmosphere,  and  with  the  ^rass  so  thick 
and  \\'\^\\  that   it    reached  to  the   knees,  such  a  reason 
seemed  lau<jliable. 

Amon<^  the  ruins  and  minj^led  with  the  rubljish  and 
the  remains  of  many  former  Eskimo  feasts  were  found 
a  laro^e  number  of  implements  of  the  chase,  trinkets, 
fraj^ments  of  household  utensils,  and,  stranj^est  of  all, 
a  domino. 

About  twenty  miles  below  the  Etah  settlement  is  Sonn- 
taji^  Bay,  so  named  from  a  well  known  Arctic  explorer 
whc  was  with  Hayes  On  its  .shores  is  the  abandoned 
settlement  of  the  Soofalik  Eskimos,  about  which  little 
has  been  written,  but  which,  judging  from  the  igloos 
remaining  and  the  unusually  great  number  of  graves, 
must  have  been  a  very  large  and  flourishing  community. 
The  Kite  reached  there  on  the  morning  of  July  28. 

Picturesque  as  was  the  site  of  the  Etah  .settlement,  it 
is  even  surpassed  in  this  respect  by  that  of  the  Soofaliks. 
The  ground  was  covered  with  luxuriant  green.  Ovir 
the  sea  the  purple  hills  towered  more  than  2000  feet  in 
bold  cliffs  and  jagged  peaks.  Through  one  of  the 
hills  behind  the  settlement  a  laroe  stream    has    cut   a 
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jitli   half-way  to  llic  bottom,  and    tni'iblcs   the   rest   of 
iIr'  distance  to  the  ocean  in  a  series  of  broilinj^^  rapids  and 


taracts,  whose    roar  conld  l)e   heard   a   1 


CM 


awav 


oni 
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ince 


vSeveral  hours  were  spent  roaniin_i(  anioni^  the  ruins  of 
this  old  Soofalik  settlement,  but  nothin,i(  of  importance 
was  discovered.  The  party  then  prepared  to  spend  the 
ni^ht  on  a  handsome  <;lacier,  which  em])ties  into  the  water 
at  the  head  of  Sonuta*.^  Bay.  Sailors'  ba.i;s  were  packed 
with  blankets  and  other  articles,  a  tobo^^j^an  loaded  with 
them,  and  a  start  made.  This  j^lacier  seemed  to  have  spe- 
cial advantaj^es  for  the  proposed  journey  by  its  very  <;entle 
slope,  probably  not  exceedinjj^  more  than  from  three  to 
five  degrees,  and  by  its  unusual  comj^actncss,  its  crev- 
asses appearing  merely  as  closed  up  slits.  The  bags 
and  other  traps  were  transported  without  difficulty 
over  one  of  the  lateral  moraines  and  placed  on  the  to- 
boggan immediately  above  the  edge  of  the  ice  wall, 
which  rises  to  the  height  of  from  eighty  to  loo  feet 
above  the  sea  level.  The  trip  was  begun  at  1 1.45  p.  m., 
and  was  pushed  to  the  summit  without  any  halts  except 
momentary  ones,  and  the  top  reached  in  exactly  five 
hours. 

For  the  first  two  or  three  miles  the  surface  of  the 
glacier  was  quite  even,  and  composed  sometimes  of  ice 
and  sometimes  of  crisp  frozen  snow,  which  the  early 
morning  sun  had  not  yet  converted  into  slush.  At 
a  height  of  1300  feet  hummocky  undulations  broke 
the   surface    into   areas   difficult    to    traverse.       These 
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succt-'cdcd  one  another  to  the  snniniit  and  the  tubo^^  ,:i 
was  pnshed  forward  onl\  with  <;reat  exertion,  owiii-  ;,j 
the  steep  slope  of  the  hnnnnocks  and  the  slipper\  ice  ■,[ 
the  fro/cen  snrface.  A  short  distance  from  the  apc\  of 
the  j^lacier  deep  crevasses  bc\t^an  to  appear,  bnt  in  iik^i 
cases  tlie\'  were  easily  crossed  h\  nsinjj^  the  tobo^an  ,is 
a  bridi^c.  The  source  of  the  *>;lacier  was  reached  at  an 
elevation  of  2055  feet,  where  it  terminated  in  a  ni.i>i 
beautiful  cinpie  or  neve  basin,  from  whence  the  \\\v^c  ire 
mass  discharj^es.  At  this  point  bcfjan  the  interminable 
ice-cap  rollin^r  hicyher  and  hi<;-her  away  into  the  interior. 

The  descent,  while  in  a  measure  easier  throu*.;ii  the 
relief  of  the  strain,  was  yet  arduous  in  many  ways.  This 
was  made  particularly  so  throuj^jh  the  tendency  of  llie 
toboy^<;an  to  rush,  and  the  necessity  consequently  of  hold- 
ing it  in  tow  from  the  rear  by  means  of  <^uide  lines.  It 
required  four  hours  to  reach  the  boat,  and  the  partv, 
thou<;h  most  of  them  were  utterK-  worn  out,  were  \et 
proud  of  the  feat,  for  they  had  demonstrated  by  this 
ascent  the  important  fact  that  the  inland  ice  of  the  north 
can  l)e  reached  by  the  backs  of  the  glaciers  by  man  car- 
rying the  impedimenta  of  travel  ;  the  toboggan  and  load 
used  in  the  experiment  weighing,  approximately,  200 
pounds. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  the  party,  the  h'i/r  resumed 
her  voyage  .southward  and  early  the  same  afternoon 
arrived  at  Robertson  liay,  a  remarkably  handsome  boih- 
of  water  immediately  adjoining  McCormick  liay,  and 
running    i>arallel    with    it.       Here    also    were    several 
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settlements,  called  respectively  Igloo  Diilioinc\ ,  Kukau, 
Dcasunna  and  Ikenoiney,  To  the  first  named  place  the 
,)rofessor,  Mr.  Meehan  and  Mr.  Murphy,  the  first  mate, 
made  a  visit.  Tli«:y  found  six  huts,  all  but  two  of  which, 
however,  Vv^ere  in  ruins.  On  entering  one  of  these  the 
three  were  amazed  to  find  traces  of  recent  occupation. 
iMirs  were  piled  high  upon  the  stone  platform  in  the 
rear.  The  rack  for  wet  "  cammiks  "  and  other  articles 
hung  from  the  roof ;  a  drir.king  cup  and  blubber  pan 
and  some  other  utensils  were  in  their  proper  places. 
Outside,  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  evidences  of  recent 
occupation  were  even  more  apparent  in  numerous  caches 
of  .seal,  and  in  several  drying  houses  of  stone  filled  with 
the  bodies  of  little  auks. 

While  they  were  standing  about  wondering,  for  the 
place  was  supposed  to  be  deserted,  lo  and  behold  I  a 
"  mickey,"  or  Eskimo  dog,  showed  himself  with  vocifer- 
ous barking  over  a  little  hill  not  faraway.  Immediately 
behind  him  trudged  an  ancient  huskie,  attired  in  the 
picturesque  but  filthy  garments  of  his  race,  with  his 
"cunna"  (woman  or  squaw)  and  three  pickaninnies 
bringing  up  the  rear.  With  unembarrassed  mien  and 
smiling  countenance  this  now  most  northern  settler  on  the 
face  of  the  globe  approached  the  three  white  men, uttering 
the  familiar  "  Ki-mo ''  in  a  sing-song  and  stuttering 
voice.  Indeed,  the  man  stuttered  at  such  a  rate  that 
Daniel,  who  met  him  subsequently,  remarked:  ''Me 
no  savvey,  huskie  ;  speakem  too  much  tch,  tch,  tch  ; 
his  cunna  plenty  speakem  good,  me  savvey." 
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The  professor  look  the  faniily  on  board  the  vessel  ;;.  1 
gave  them  wood,  iron  and  other  nsefnl  articles.  W'l.,  Is 
cannot  express  the  delight  A'itli  which  these  pc.,, 
isolated  beings  received  the  gifts.  They  howled,  l!uv 
danced  and  they  sang,  and  qnoting  Daniel  again,  "  Thtv 
mnch  cry,"  and  their  noses  bled  profusely  from  iIk- 
excitement.  Meanwhile  Mr.  Meehan  had  been  left  mi 
shore  to  make  further  exploration  of  the  place.  Immhi 
many  signs  it  is  evident  that  Igloo  Duhomey  is  one  of 
the  most  ancient  of  the  settlements  the  party  had  visited. 
One  of  the  most  marked  proofs  of  this  was  tlie  great 
number  of  graves  on  the  brow  of  a  little  hill  a  short  (li>- 
tance  away.  ^lost  of  these  graves  had  fallen  in  and  ilie 
bones  of  the  dead  had  been  resolved  into  dust.  In 
noting  these  graves  the  difference  between  the  method 
of  disposing  of  the  dead  in  North  Greenland  and  that 
pursued  by  the  Eskimos  of  the  South  was  made  strikinglv 
apparent.  In  North  Greenland  when  a  native  dies  two 
walls  of  stone  are  built,  running  parallel  and  about  twt) 
feet  and  a  half  apart  and  two  feet  high,  and  between 
them  a  thick  layer  of  sand  is  placed,  on  which  the  body, 
wrapped  in  furs,  is  deposited.  Over  this  vault,  if  it  may 
be  so  called,  is  laid  a  large  flat  stone  and  both  ends  are 
firmly  sealed  by  rolling  large  boulders  against  them  ; 
over  all,  stones  are  heaped  until  quite  a  large  mound  is 
made,  to  secure  the  body  against  the  predatory  visits  of 
any  animal  likely  to  come  near  the  spot. 

When  at  length  the  Eskimos  had  received  their  gifts, 
been  fed  and  landed  and  all  hands  were  once  more  on 
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'  oard,  the  Kite  steamed  away  and  two  hours  hiter  was 
,  iichored  in  front  of  Red  ClifT  House,  wliere  it  was 
,  arned  tliat  in  conseqncncc  of  the  poor  pliysical  liealth 
(  f  Matthew  Henson,  the  colored  servant,  Mrs.  Peary  had 
liiouji^ht  best  to  break  cam])  at  the  head  of  McCormick 
Ikiy  and  retnrn  to  the  winter  quarters, 


.  i*i 


■1 .' 


■M    '  I 


4 


iK 


It;:, 


.;•! 


mH  I 


CHAPTER    X. 

Camping  on   Rohkrtson  Ray.— Tiik    Anokkok.— Thk    rir.nivK 

WlFl-;   AM)    DaITOHTIvK  — A    POSSII.   (il.ACIKK. 

THE  recollection  of  the  walrus  hiintin«;  in  vSniith 
Sound  was  so  pleasant,  that  the  day  after  tin  re- 
turn of  the  A7/r  to  McCorniick  liay  leave  was  obtained 
by  the  <;reater  number  of  the  parts-  to  ^o  on  a  three  da\  s' 
hunt  for  reindeer  and  Arctic  hares.  As  the  distance  w  as 
nearly  fifteen  miles  the  AV//"  took  the  party  to  the  sitr 
of  the  proposed  camp  and  left  them,  they  proposing  t(. 
row  back  to  McCorniick  Bay  at  the  expiration  of  tluir 
leave.  The  party  comprised  Messrs.  Bryant,  Entrikin, 
Mills,  Meelian  and  Daniel,  the  interpreter,  and  these 
pitched  their  tent  on  a  <;rassy  field  near  the  beach,  be- 
side a  clear  cold  stream  of  water.  Behind  them  was  a 
larji^e  valley,  once  occupied  by  a  huj^e  <i^lacier,  but  which 
throuj^h  climatic  chan<^es  had  been  driven  back  little  bv 
little,  until  now  nothing;  remained  of  it  but  a  small  bodv 
of  ice  extendin<^  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  inland  ice-cap.  The  various  periods  of  the  retreat 
of  the  jT^lacier  were  plainly  marked  by  liuj^e  terminal 
moraines  extendin-;;;  clear  across  the  valley. 

To  the  east  of  the  camp  beyond  the  stream  rose  a 
lofty  mountain  peak,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
covered  by  a  thick  o;-rowtli  of  vivid  <!^reen  moss,  with 
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i  iltrvals  of  larj^e  beds  of  loos?  stones.  These  beds  of 
.^-ioiies  are  a  favorite  resort  for  tlie  little  auk,  a  tootli- 
V  ine  bird  about  the  size  of  a  robin,  which  con- 
i-reirate  on  all  the  bavs,  fiords  and  mountain  sides  of 
Creenland  by  the  hundreds  of  million.  Two  of  the 
p  irty  therefore  took  their  j^uns  and  essayed  to  clamber 
u])  the  steep  slope  of  the  mountain  over  the  j^reen  moss 
to  shoot  a  number    for  supper. 

They  had  climbed  perhaps  five  or  six  hundred  feet  up, 
when  the  moss  suddenly  jj^ave  way  beneath  their  feet,  and 
they  slid  downward  for  some  distance  with  dizzyinj^ 
rapidity.  When  at  len<^th  they  could  stop  themselves 
they  found  that  beneath  the  luxuriant  <^reen  was  a  solid 
mass  of  hard  colorless  ice,  and  further  search  revealed 
the  fact  that  there  was  ice  everywhere  beneath  this 
cr>pto<^amous  g-rowth — in  short,  they  had  come  upon 
a  natural  icehouse,  known  amon<^  <»-eolo<>ists  as  a  fossil 
ijlacier.  This  apparently  curious  freak  of  nature  is  the 
result  of  the  most  natural  and  simple  causes  ima<^inable. 
Thousands  of  years  ago,  perhaps,  when  the  climate  of 
(rreenland  was  much  colder,  this  mountain  was  covered 
by  a  vast  ice  sheet  of  j^reat  depth.  Little  by  little  the 
climate  chauf^ed  and  became  warmer,  and  mosses,  which 
l)cf(M-e  could  only  <;row  on  its  ed^-es  in  the  more  pro- 
tected nooks,  pushed  <;radually  forward  over  the  chilly 
ice  until  they  completely  covered  the  mass. 

These  (ireenland  mosses  are  quite  different  from  the 
poor  things  we  in  our  climate  know  by  that  name.  The 
inrowth  covering  this  ice-mountain  was  in  places  three 
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or  lour  led  in  thickness,  and,  but  for  an  accident  le 
party  niij^^lit  have  rolled  in  it,  trudj^ed  over  it  and  ran,;.  ,l 
on  it  for  weeks  withont  dreaniinj^  what  was  nnderiii  .\\\. 

In  the  three  days'  hnntinj;  trip  on  the  shores  of  ko!,,  n. 
son  Hay  the  party  fimnd  a  hnskie  there  named  Kio(,|H  ;,,^ 
an  "an<;ekok''  or  medicine  man  from  Red  ClilT  IIi.i.m', 
livinj;-  in  the  hut  with  Kinna,  the  settler  of  I^^lix.  j)iilin. 
me\-.  His  purpose  at  Robertson  Bay  was  to  fnid  hi>  w  itV 
and  stepdanj^hter,  who  had  run  away  from  him  mu\\- 
than  a  week  l)efore,  and  here  he  wascahnly  waiting  imiil 
they  should  turn  up,  as  he  expected  they  would,  at  Il;1<ii. 
Duhomey.  The  Kskinio  "  an^^ekok  "  is  a  peculiar  \kv- 
sonaire.  Anv  man  or  woman  who  can  sin<r  mav  lav 
claim  to  the  title,  and  if  he  or  she  has  a  sufficient 
store  of  animal  magnetism,  can  wield  a  powerful 
influence  over  the  tribe  with  which  he  or  she  resides. 

Kioopedo  was  a  character.  Larger  than  most  of  llie 
ot  niskies  about  him,  he  was  at  the  same  time  of 
p'n.  ..  ig  appearaiiC"  and  kept  himself  a  trifle  cleaner. 
His  disposition,  however,  while  his  face  wore  a  continu- 
ous smile,  was  said  to  be  anything  but  pleasant,  and  he 
was  feared  and  hated.  Notwithstanding,  what  he  said  or 
commanded  had  great  weight.  The  wife  who  had  run 
awa>'  from  him  was  his  third  spouse  and  it  was  whispered 
that  he  had  killed  the  two  previous  ones  in  fits  of  anger, 
and  the  one  who  ran  away,  before  she  did  so,  confided  to 
one  of  her  sex  that  she  feared  a  similar  fate  it  she 
remained.  While  we  were  in  camp  at  Igloo  Duhomey 
she  and  her  daughter  did  not  put  in  an  appearance,  but 
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ihey  (lid  as  wu  lieard  subsaiucnlh-,  more  than  a  \wfk 
;  lUr,  to  fuul  their  husband  and  stt-pfathc-r  (luictly  sittinj^ 
l.Ltorc  Kiiina's  i}j[h)o.  The  journey  of  tlie  woman  and  her 
(liu.ijhter  from  tlie  Red  Clilf  House  to  Duhoniey  had 
l>cen  one  of  ahnost  unparalleled  privation.  When  they 
('.(.parted  they  took  with  them  no  food.      By  sharp  walk- 
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thev  reached   the  head  of    McCormick  Hav  in  a   fe 
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hours  ;  here  they  made  the  a.scent  of  the  plateau  above 
the  bay,  where  they  leathered  and  ate  a  few  huckleberries. 
This  was  all  the  food  they  had  for  more  than  ten  days  and 
the  "greater  portion  of  that  period  was  spent  in  wander- 
in;4  over  the  edj^e  of  the  ice-cap,  and  in  crossing  three 
wide  and  dan<;erous  j^laciers.  When  they  arrived  at  the 
settlement  on  Robertson  Bay  they  were  nearly  dead, 
and  their  appearance,  it  is  said,  was  .so  pitiful  that  even 
the  cruel  heart  of  Kioopedo  was  moved  and  he  promi.sed 
to  treat  his  wife  more  kindly  in  the  future. 

In  the  many  expeditions  of  the  party  the  Eskimos 
were  found  mo.st  iLseful  ;  <;ood-natured,  willinj;^  to  work 
and  ever  ready  to  accompany  them  and  <>^ive  all  the 
a.ssistance  in  their  power.  In  the  hunt  they  were  found 
to  be  invaluable,  their  extraordinary  keenness  of  vision 
enabling  them  to  .see  deer  and  other  animals  long  before 
the  untrained  eyes  of  the  white  people  could  do  so. 
Kiuna,  who  as.si.sted  in  our  hunt  at  Igloo  Duhomey, 
was  considered  only  an  indifferent  artificer  and,  until 
recently,  a  poor  hunter,  but  since  then  he  has  come  to 
be  lOokcd  upon  with  nuicli  respect.  His  new  reputation 
for  prowess  dates  from  last  winter,  when,  just  before  a 
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terrific  blizzard,  he  took  his  family  from  one  ha\  to  iiie 
otlier  on  a  hnnt,  and  nothing  was  heard  • ,{  him  u!::il 
sprin<;,  when  lie  tnrned  np,  with  a  record  of  ha\iii.r 
killed  six  walrns  sin<;le-handed. 

His  safe  retnrn  was  the  more  wonderfnl  to  the  siipir- 
stitions   natives,  since  dnrinjj^  the   blizzard  shorlK  aiur 


STALKING   l-'OR   WAI.RrS. 

his  departure,  they  had  heard  the  "  Korkoya "  howl. 
The  "  Korkoya "  is  a  powerful  and  malevolent  spirit 
who  is  believed  by  the  huskies  to  inhabit  the  extreme 
northern  waters  and  the  inland  ice.  It  is  his  peculiarity 
to  howl  after  a  meal.  He  is  particularly  fond  of  a  movsi.  1 
of  human  flesh,  next  to  which  he  loves  a  ship  or  a  kajak 
as  an  article  of  diet,  and    his  howlinji^  on  the  occasion 
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icferivd  lo,  a])iK'aR'(l  an  inraiHl)k'  indication  that  Kinna 
had  nk't  with  a  h()rril)lc  death  and  had  hirn  di-vonrcd 
l)V  the  tk-nd  of  the  ice-cap.  I  lis  incrcdibk'  escape  from  tlie 
(  onibined  terrors  of  the  hiiz/.ard,  the  ice-ca])and  its  mon- 
strous si)irit,  the  proof  of  his  jjrowess  in  the  shiin 
walruses,  and  his  sin^iui;  (puilities,  raised  him  at  once 
to  hij^h  di«;"nity  and  «;ave  him  the  name  of  bein*;  an 
an*^ekok. 

The  day  succeedin<^  the  rrtnrn  of  the  huntinjj^  party, 
which  was  on  tlie  nij^ht  of  An<^ust  2,  the  AV/r,  with 
Mrs.  Peary  on  board,  was  taken  cO  Un  head  of  McCor- 
niick  Bay  to  await  the  return  of  Lieut.  Peary,  which 
was  now  expected  at  any  moment. 
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CHAPTKR   XI. 

Tiiiv  Ri;i,iKF  Iv.\i'i-;i)rri()N  INIakics  a  Rix'oxnoissanci'.  oi'tiii    I\. 

LAND  ICIC  AM)  MlCI-.TS  J,11U  T.   PKAKV  AM)    Mk.   AsTKI  r. 

OX  the  afternoon  of  Aui!:nst  5,  Professor  Ikilprin 
directed  every  nienil)er  of  his  part\-  to  prepare  for  a 
reconnoissancc  of  the  inland  ice.  A  number  of  poles  wciv 
prepared  for  the  purpose  of  plantin.L,^  them  for  the  guid- 
ance of  Lieut.  Peary  and  Mr.Astrup  to  INIcConnick  \Vd\. 
The  setting-  of  these  poles  was  considered  advisable  be- 
cause, should  the  two  travelers  in  their  returnino-  niarcli 
deviate  in  the  slij^'htest  dej^ree  to  the  southward  or  the 
northward,  they  would  certainly  land  at  the  head  of 
Robertson  Bay  or  Inolefield  (iulf.  The  comin<;  out 
from  the  inland  ice  at  either  of  the.'ie  points  would  l)e  un- 
fortunate, as  from  them  to  the  Red  Cliff  House  the  wax- 
is  not  only  many  miles,  but  also  excessively  difficult. 

The  work  of  "ettint"-  readv  for  the  reconnoissauce  was 
soon  done,  and  the  party  started.  Landing;-  on  the 
south  side  of  the  bay,  near  its  head,  the}'  clambered  np 
the  steep  rocky  beach  to  the  entrance  of  a  lar<;e  \alky 
which  extends  nearly  to  Inf^lefield  ( lUlf.  Here  they  cauic 
upon  the  remains  of  Camp  Tuctu,  where  tlie  companions 
of  Lieut.  Peary  had  made  their  headquarters  earl\  in 
the  season  when  preparing  to  take  the  supplies  to  the 
summit  of  the  ice-cap  for  the  great  inland  journey. 
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On  the  east  side  of  the  valley  the  party  found  a  i;'ort;e 
t  Kteiuliii.t;  from  its  bottom  to  a  deep  depression  about  two- 
thirds  the  way  up  the  mountain  which  formed  its  north 
>ide.  Up  this  .i;orj;e,  which  was  also  the  path  taken  l)y 
Lieut.  Peary  and  Mr.  Astrup  when  they  set  out  on 
their  darinj^  exploration,  the  relief  expedition  climbed 
and  sttimbled.  Throu.t;h  it  ran  a  stream  of  clear  cold 
water  wdiich  bounded  from  rock  to  rock  on  its  way  to 
the  sea.  Reaching-  the  depression  in  the  mountain  they 
found  it  to  be  a  deep  and  picturesque  valley  wdiich  had 
been  dii,*;  out  of  the  great  table-kind  by  the  work  of  a 
long  extinct  and  mighty  glacier.  iCvidences  of  its 
tiemendous  work  appeared  on  every  hand  —  huge 
boulders  with  rounded  edges,  and  large,  flat  rocks  deeply 
scarred  and  riven.  To  the  very  edge  of  this  \alley  the 
ice-cap  came,  completely  burying  the  land  except  four 
"  nunataks "  which  rose  grim  and  sturdy  above  its 
reach.  To  the  side  of  one  of  these  ''nunataks"  the 
party  ascended,  and  presenth-  found  themselves  on  the 
inland  ice.  The  rolling  white  laudscai)e,  extending  in 
every  direction  in  dreadful  monotony,  fully  justifies  the 
terror  it  inspires  in  the  minds  of  the  Kskiinos. 

For  a  mile  or  two  the  journey  was  through  neve  or 
granular  ice,  into  which  at  every  step  the  feet  sank 
ankle-deep.  When  at  lengtli  the  ice-cap  proper  was 
reached  traveling  was,  if  anything,  worse,  for  through 
the  action  of  the  waini  sun  its  covering  of  snow  was 
scarcely  firm  enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  a  man.  As 
bv  some    oversight    snow-shoes    liad   been   left   behind, 
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proj^rcss  was  very  slow  and  laborious  ;  but,  althoii;.!) 
with  ever)'  step  the  nienibers  of  the  ex])e(litioii  sank 
knee,  and  often  waist,  deep,  by  nine  o'clock  that  ni-iii 
they  had  penetrated  inland  several  miles  and  to  aii 
elevation  of  3300  feet  above  the  sea.      At  the  i)oint  in-w 


PLANTING   A   CUTDK   POST   ON   THR    ICE-CAP. 

reached  the  first  of  the  poles  was  planted,  and  to  it  was 
nailed  a  board  bearing  an  index  and  the  inscription  : 


#&"  "TO  McCOKMICK   HAY. 
KITK  IN  PORT,   AfC.rST  5.  " 


The  work  of  setting  this  pole  completed,  it  was 
determined  to  place  another  on  an  eminence  about  two 
miles  bevond. 
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The  toilsome  inarch  towards  this  point  was  scarcely 
beji^un  when  far  away  in  the  distance  a  small  dark  speck 
appeared  almost  in  line  of  vision  with  the  very  site  for 
which  the  relief  party  was  makin<;.  What  conld  it  be? 
Could  it  be  a  bear?  No,  this  continental  waste  of  ice  is 
shunned  by  all  forms  of  livin.i^  matter  and  neither  native 
man  or  brute  will  venture  upon  it — and  yet  the  thing 
had  life — it  moved — "Great  Heaven!  it  is  waving 
something  in  the  air  !  " 

It  was  a  man,  no  doubt  of  that  now — and  if  so,  it 
must  be  a  white  man.  No  Eskimo  was  ever  known 
who  would  not  refuse  absolutely  to  penetrate  any  distance 
into  the  ice-cap.  Who  then  could  it  be  other  than  the 
man  we  were  seeking?  Three  objects  were  now  plainly 
seen.  It  must  be — it  could  be  no  other  than  Lieut. 
Peary,  Mr.  Astrup  and  their  sledge  with  its  team  of  dogr- 

When  the  almost  incredible  truth  flashed  on  their 
minds,  the  whole  party  broke  out  into  wild  cheers,  and 
when,  a  moment  later,  the  report  of  a  rifle  shot  came 
to  them  faintly  across  the  ice,  they  could  scarcely  con- 
tain themselves  for  joy.  Then  one  of  the  objects 
detached  itself  from  the  others  and  started  ahead, 
disappearing  behind  a  low  ridge  which  intervened,  to 
reappear  shortly  on  the  summit  revealed  as  Lieut.  Peary. 
The  tall  form  of  the  returning  explorer,  clad  in  heavy 
fur  garments,  b-^.reheaded,  walking  with  a  free  stride 
on  his  snow  shoes,  carrying  a  wind  gauge  in  one  hand 
and  a  carbine  in  the  other,  paused  for  a  moment  on 
the  crest   of   the   hillock,  and  stood   there  refracted  to 
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a  j^ij^aiitic  statu /e  darkly  sillioiictted  aj^aiiist  the  ci' ar 
sky.  Lieut.  Peary  was  followed  closely  bv  A^lrIl|) 
drivin;^  five  yelpin<^  Eskimo  dog-s  attached  to  a  hea\ii\ 
laden  sledo;e.  It  was  an  awe-inspirin<;  si_<;lit,  these  U\(. 
men  cominj^  out  of  the  j^reat  mysterious  Xortli,  (.\rr 
that  frozen  terror,  whose  snows  had  never  been  trocidui 
by  human  foot,  alive  from  that  fearful  solitude  on  wIkisc 
broad  expanse  life  had  never  before  drawn  breath. 

Such  was  the  feeling  inspired  that  the  cheerini^^  died 
away,  and  the  silence  which  followed  was  oppressi\e, 
until  Lieut.  Peary,  comint;  close,  himself  broke  ilie 
spell  by  exclaiming,  "Well,  well,  this  is  Professor  I  leil- 
prin.  I  am  glad  yours  is  the  first  hand  I  take.  So 
this  is  the  relief  party.  Well,  gentlemen,  nolhiiiL; 
could  have  given  me  greater  pleasure."  Then  after 
shaking  each  heartily  by  the  hand,  he  continued,  "I 
have  traveled  1300  miles  and  made  a  record,  and 
neither  of  us  has  had  an  ache  or  pain  since  we  left. 
the  Red  Cliff  House."  The  appearance  of  the  men  fullv 
bore  out  his  words,  they  were  evidently  strong,  healtlu- 
and  not  the  least  travel- worn. 

A.  moment  later,  ]\Ir.  Astrup  had  come  along,  gliding 
easily  over  the  frozen  snow  on  his  Norwegian  skis. 
Turning  to  Mr.  Astrup,  Lieut.  Peary  said:  ''Yes,  we 
are  well  and  happy,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  this 
brave  boy  has  behaved  nobh-  and  I  could  always  rely 
upon  him."  All  shook  ]\Ir.  Astrup  by  the  hand,  who 
responded  with  a  mode^;t  smile  to  the  praises  of  Lieut. 
Peary,    and    in  his    broken    English    assured    each    of 
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the   parly  as   they  were  introduced   to  him  :     "It  j^nves 
me  niitch  jileasure." 

When  the  i^reetinj^s  were  over  one  of  the  party 
asked  Lieut.  Peary  whether  lie  was  hun<;ry,  and  ])ro- 
(hiced  a  sandwich,  l)ut  that  j^entlenian  smiled  and  said 
he  niij^ht  perhaps  l)e  able  to  olTer  the  interlocutor  and  all 
of  the  party  a  larger  meal  than  they  could  ])rovide  in 
return,  and  pullinj^  a  piece  of  pennnican  from  his  sled»>e 
he  tendered  it  to  them.  Althou<;li  Lieut.  Peary  declined 
the  .sandwich,  Mr.  Astrup  was  more  accommodatin.i^,  and 
devoured  it  with  manifest  relish,  declariu!:^  it  to  he  the 
hest  thin<i^  he  had  eaten  for  ninety  days,  far  superior  to 
pennnican  or  pea  soup. 

The  two  parties  then  made  their  way  slowl\-  towards 
McCormick  Bay,  Lieut.  Peary  keeping-  up  an  almost 
continuous  fire  of  questions  as  to  what  had  occurred  in 
the  outside  world  durinj^;-  his  absence.  Hy  four  o'clock 
the  ed<^e  of  the  ice-cap  was  reached,  and  an  hour  later  a 
portion  of  the  relief  party  were  rowin*^  Lieut.  Peary  and 
!\Ir.  Astrup  shipward. 

P)efore  thev  came  fairlv  within  hailinjr  distance  of  the 
/\i/r  the  enthusiasm  of  those  escortin<^  the  returned  ex- 
l)lorers  could  be  contained  no  lon<^er.  Wild  shouts  and 
veils  broke  from  their  throats.  They  cheered  Lieut. 
Peary,  Mr.  Astrup,  Mrs.  Peary  and  the  Pear>-  ICxpedi- 
tion,  and  everythinja^  they  could  think  of.  As  the  boat 
approached  nearer  to  the  /\ih\  the  yells  and  shouts  and 
cheerin<^  jj^rew  wilder,  and  then  Lieut.  Peary  himself 
became  excited  and  standing  in  the  stern  of  the  boat  he 
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discliarj^a'd  his  carbine  repeatedly;  and  even  Mr.  Astruii 
qniet  and  retirinjj^  as  he  nsnally  is,  was  carried  a\va\  \>\ 
the  general    feelin<;-  of   exhihiration  and  joined    in   ilie 
hnl)bnb. 

By  this  time  the  racket  in  the  boat  had  attracted  at- 
tention on  the  Kiti\  and  Captain  Pike,  with  the  officers 
and  crew,  rnslied  to  the  ship's  side,  and  seein<^  wlioin 
the  relief  party  were  bringing,  began  a  series  of  hurrahs 
which  lasted  until  the  boat  touched  the  ship's  sick, 
when  Lieut.  Peary,  climbing  nimbly  to  the  deck,  mack' 
a  bound  to  the  companion-way  and  disappeared  below 
to  assure  his  anxious  wife  of  his  safe  return. 
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C  H  A  P  T  I<:  R     XII. 

Thk  ri;AKY  r.vKTv's  WiKTivR  Li !•  i;. — K.wi.NG  IN  Stok I'S.  — Thk 
Arctic  Nioht. — rRKi'A rations  for  thk  Inland  JoruNivV.— 
Tiiic  Start. 

rMMHDIATKLV  after  the  Kite  left  McCorniick  P.ay 
-1-  on  July  30,  1891,  work  was  bej^uu  o\\  Red  Clifl' 
House.  Fortunately  all  of  the  joists  and  ?uuch  of  tlie 
other  lumber  had  been  cut  on  the  way  out,  so  that  in  a 
very  few  days  the  roof  was  on,  and  Lieut,  Peary  could 
he  removed  under  a  cover  to  a  couch  prepared  for  him 
on  a  pile  of  boxes  in  one  corner.  None  too  soon,  how- 
ever, for  a  terrific  rain  storm  shortly  set  in  which  ra<^ed 
without  intermission  for  ten  days,  completely  floodin*;^ 
the  surrounding  ground,  and  at  one  time  even  threaten- 
ing the  house  with  destruction.  At  length  the  little  struc- 
ture having  been  completed  and  the  storm  over,  Lieut. 
Peary  directed  IVIessrs.  Gibson,  Verhoeff,  Astrup  and 
Dr.  Cook  to  take  the  Faith^  one  of  the  whale  boats,  to 
Xorthumberland  and  Hakluy  t  Islands  on  a  hunting  expe- 
dition for  game  to  be  cached  as  a  winter  supply.  Mr. 
Gibson  was  also  commissioned  to  visit  the  Nehelnmie 
.settlement,  and  to  induce  one  of  the  Eskimo  hunters  of 
that  tribe  to  come  with  him  to  IVIcCormick  Bay,  it  being 
supposed  that  in  the  chase  for  walrus  and  seal  the  aid  of  an 
experienced  native  hunter  would  prove  invaluable.    The 
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boat  party  returned,  havinjjc  succeeded  in  earn  in."  <,,.t 
their  instructions  to  the  letter.  Tliey  brouj^lu  willi  tlum 
Equa,  mentioned  in  a  previous  cliapter,  one  of  ih, 
brightest  of  the  so-called  "Arctic  Highlanders."  wlio 
brought  with  him  his  "cunna"  and  "an  imp  of  dark- 
ness,"  their  little  daughter.  Kqua  took  up  his  alxnU- 
near  Red  ClifT  House  and  proved  an  expert  in  tin-  Innit 
for  the  animals  native  to  those  .shores,  besides  hCwv  a 
cheerful,  companionable  fellow.  The  various  huiitiu"^ 
parties  before  winter  .set  in  bagged  no  less  than  tliiriv- 
oue  reindeer,  birds  unnumbered,  besides  which  agoodlv 
supply  of  walrus  and  seal  meat  was  laid  1)y. 

On  the  return  of  the  boat  party,  the  barrels  and  boxes 
containing  the  supplies,  the  boxes  with  the  lids  brokin 
off  and  their  open  end  turned  inward,  were  piled  around 
the  house,  at  a  distance  of  about  four  feet  from  its  outer 
walls,  leaving  a  pa.ssageway,  by  nieai::>  whereof  access 
could  be  gained  to  the  provision.*;  as  they  were  rcquirtd 
without  any  one  being  obliged  to  face  the  severe  winter 
weather.  This  arrangement  proved  most  convenient. 
Around  this  barrier  of  food  was  piled  an  outer  wall 
of  stone  and  turf  and  all  made  snug  for  the  fierce  blasts 
of  the  Arctic  night. 

Several  preliminary  explorations  also  were  made  with 
a  view  to  finding  the  most  practicable  route  to  and  over 
the  ice-cap.  On  September  7,  Mr.  Astrup,  Mr.  Gibson 
and  ]\Ir.  Verlioeff  made  an  attack  on  the  inland  ice  in 
the  direction  toward  the  basin  of  the  Humboldt  Glacier. 
They  had  scarcely  begun   the  journey,  however,  when 
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.icrce  storms  and  heavy  snows  iK'j^an  to  raj^v,  which 
•ompcllccl  tlicni  to  return  to  tlic  Red  ClifT  House,  com- 
pletely baffled.  Tliey  j^ot  back  on  September  \2  Mid 
on  tlie  twenty-second  Mr.  Astrnp  and  Mr.  (lil)son  made 
another  attempt.  This  time,  altliouj^h  they  encountered 
iio  verv  bad  weatlier,  tlie  condition  of  the  snow  on  the 
inland  ice  was  found  such  that  any  j^reat  i)roj^ress 
was  impossible.  They  returned  to  headcpiarters  seven 
(lays  after  startinj;.  In  this  journey  the  two  mana<;ed, 
notwithstanding^  the  difficulty  of  the  travelin*^,  to  pene- 
trate the  interior  a  distance  of  more  than  thirty  miles. 

Meanwhile,  Lieut.  Peary's  broken  le<i^  had  improved 
so  rapidly  that  on  September  27  he  was  able  to  throw 
away  his  crutches.  On  the  return  of  the  party  consist- 
ini;-  of  Astrnp  and  (iibson  from  the  last  mentioned 
journeN-,  an  exploration  of  Inglefield  Gulf  was  bej^jun,  but 
before  this  had  advanced  very  far  the  party  were  driven 
back  by  the  young  ice  which  began  rapidly  to  form  on 
the  water.  By  the  first  of  October  the  bays  and  inlets 
were  all  frozen  solid,  putting  a  stop  to  all  further  boat 
life. 

The  days  had  been  growing  shorter  and  shorter  till  at 
length  the  sun  just  showed  above  the  horizon  for  a  few 
brief  moments  daily,  and  at  last,  by  November  8,  the 
long  Arctic  night  had  set  in.  From  that  time  until  Feb- 
ruary 15  it  lasted  before  day  again  dawned,  and  during 
these  three  months  it  was  as  dark  as  midnight.  The 
tune  passed  rapidly,  nevertheless.  There  were  many 
things   to    be  done.      Fur   skins    were    made    up    into 
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uaniK-'ils,  and    wood    fasliioiKd   into    s 
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lVar\'s  jouriK-v-  in  \\w  spiinn;. 

Till'  C()ni])ani()nslii|)  of  llu'  nalixi's  aidid  niatirial! 


TtiRNinij  lln'  Ic'dinni  ol  tin-  wintrr. 
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n\-  from  ilir  \\ . 


liclnniif  srltk-niL'nl  came  to  \<v(\  Clilf  I  loiisi' ;  in  tari,  t 
\-isils  wx'iv  almost  constant.      TIka-  wonld  brinu  tin  ii 
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i.Tiurr.  I'KARV  ANi>  NoKTir  r,Ki;i;Ni.ANn  i-aktv. 
loni^in.i^s  with  tlicni  on  their  sleds,  and  a  ninnl)er  of  fami- 
lies remained  and  built  their  winter  i.L>loos  there,  so  that 
before  lon^i^-  there  was  quite  a  villa<;e  of  them  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Prominent  aniou!:;-  these  were  the  families  of 
Kolotent^iia,  Onolka,  and  Koko,  and  the  ''an^ekok'" 
Ki()(")pedo,  whose  matrimonial  infelicities  are  elsewluix- 
narrated.    All  of  them  became  staunch  and  useful  friends. 
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They  soon  developed  a  fondness  for  the  white  man's  food, 
especially  coffee  and  biscnit,  and  were  re*j;;nlarly  treated 
to  these  delicacies.  The  party,  too,  applied  them- 
selves dilijj^entl)'  to  learninj^  the  Ivskimos'  lanj^uaj^e, 
and  with  such  success  that  before  the  winter  was  half 
over  most  of  them  were  able  to  converse  fluently  in  that 
ton,iji;ue. 

Mr.  Verhoeff  had  stronjj;-  inclinations  towards  meteor- 
olo<^y,  therefore  the  observation  of  all  meteorolos^ical 
phenomena  was  entrusted  to  him,  and  he  became  so 
deeply  interested  in  it  that  when  Lieut.  Peary  went  away 
on  his  journey  over  the  inland  ice,  Mr.  \'erhoeflf  showed 
no  anxiety  to  accompany  him,  but  remained  to  continue 
his  favorite  pursuit. 

For  exercise,  while  the  ni<i^lit  lasted,  at  least  once  every 
twenty-four  hours,  all  the  male  members  of  the  party 
traveled  out  to  a  lar<>;e  iceberi;  about  a  mile  from 
shore  in  Melville  Bay  and  cut  ice  for  drinkinj^^  purposes. 
They  also  took  short  daily  walks  in  which  Mrs.  Peary 
almost  invariably  took  part. 

Feasts  were  numerous.  The  birthdays  of  each  member 
of  the  party  was  the  occasion  of  one,  and  on  New  Year's 
day  IVIrs.  Peary  gave  a  reception  which  was  <;^raced  with 
the  presence  of  the  whole  Eskimo  tribe,  man,  woman 
and  child. 

Although  the  weather  was  very  cold,  the  thermometer 
falling  on  one  occasion  as  low  as  fifty -three  degress  IjcIow 
zero,  the  entire  party  was  quite  comfortable,  and  did  not 
burn  within  one  ton  of  the  seven  tons  of  coal  which  had 
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been    lilt  i)iliiii(l  lor   lluir   iisf.      XcillKi    did   tlu-y  (., 
siiiiu'  tlicir  allowance  of  kcroscm-. 

On    I'\l)rnar\    i,|    IJiiit.    iVary,  Mr.    Astni])  and    1 
Cook  Willi  to  scf  till-  lirsl  snnrisf,  wliicli  wo  dd  o((  ui 
11r-  rdU-(.nlli,  tlu-  next  day.      'I'luy  had  siarcfdy  rcaclK  d 
the  .snnnnil  of  the-  blnffs  behind   the   \<k-^\   Cliff  Houm- 
when    a   fnrions  lenijjesl  of  wind  and   rain  arose  on  llic 
coast,  and  of  rain  and  snow  on   the  ice-ca|),      I'^or  foil\ 
ci^'ht  honrs  the-  storm    ra-'c-d  \iolentl\,  and  almost  bl 


<w 


down  tiie  house-.      The  jiarts'  was  bnrii-d  deep  under  llic 
drifts  and  was  onl\-  with  difficult)   extricated. 

Soon  after  was  bej^nn  tin-  work  of  carr\in^-  provisions 
for  the  ^reat  journey  to  the-  head  of  McCormick  Day. 
Camp  Tuctii  was  establishi-d  as  a  depot,  and  every 
da\'  or  two  (piantities  of  f(Jod  wc-ri-  hauled  thither.  In 
the  meantime,  IJeiit.  lV;ir\-,  with  Mrs.  I'eary  and  a 
native  driver,  went  in  a  sledj^e  drawn  b\'  thirteen  d()j.;s  lo 
In<;lcfiel(l  (iidf  and  nsumed  the-  exploration  of  that 
body  of  water.  It  will  probably  be  reuKMubered  that 
ietit.   I'eary  had   been   disappointed    in    his  expectation 


I, 


of  securing  do^s  on  the  wa\'  up  on  the-  AV/c,  at  Disko 
and  other  points  called  at.  lie  was  more  fortunate  in 
the  North,  and  ac(|uired  a  maj^nincent  pack  of  that  only 
half-tamed  breed  of  bear-doj.^s  used  b\'  the  natives  both 
in  the  hunt  and  as  draught  animals. 

I)urin<^  this  journe\'  the  party  sle])t  without  shelter 
excejjt  on  one  (jccasion,  wlien  a  hca\y  storm  blew  up 
and  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Pear)'  were  conij)elled  .)  take 
refui!e   in   an    iuloo   and    house    with    the    natives    who 
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(iWUfd  it.  In  the-  c-.\i)l()i'ali<)ii  of  In^KluM  (iiill,  (o\c-r- 
in;4  a  ciR'iiil  of  iiioit-  than  2,^n  iiiiKs,  many  i-iioniioiis 
i^lac'ifis  wrrc-  (lisfovi-rcd,  wliii'li  I,ic-iil.  lY-arv  iiaiiR-d 
i(.s)K-cti\x-l\-  Lcidy,  Ilrilpiiii,  'I'racN ,  l-'aniuliar,  MiKilK-, 
Mc-tliaii,  vSiiii,  Ilriiiloii,  Ilart,  Iliilthaid,  Sharp  and 
i  )alil,<4rfn.  Dtsidcs  tlicsr  wt-ii-  discovciL-d  1a  liiiii 
Moiinls  Daly,  Adams  and  I'ntnani,  and  iIr-  niaj^nilicc-ul 
line  <»r  naturally  sculpUirrd  c-lills,  which  lor  their 
fancied  rcscnddancc  to  the  ruins  dI  the  lv^yi)tiau  temple 
on  the  Nile,  he  nanu-d  Karnak.  IMie  two  explorers 
.  ,  '•  ■•  remained  away  a  w<.-ek. 

Innnediately  on  their  ri.- 
turu  the  linal  ])riparations 
wen-  made  for  the  inland 
ice  journe\-.  ( )n  the  last 
da\'  of  April,  the-  work  of 
transportiu}^  the-  provisions 
and  otlier  sui)plies  from  Camp  Tuctu  to  tin-  iei-cap  was 
]>e^nn,  enj^aj^in^'  all  <jf  the  niaU-  nunihers  of  tin-  part\ , 
and  all  the  male  iCskinios  of  the  settlement  leudin;^  a 
hand.  Little  b\'  little  tlie\-  were  taken  ovi-r  thi-  steep 
and  broken  ascent  which  inter\'enc(l  between  the-  camp 
and  the  ed^e  (jf  the  ice,  the  nature  of  tin-  ground 
necessitatinj^-  the  toilful  carrying-  of  tlu-  wholi-  outfit  on 
their  backs. 

.\t  last,  three  da\s  later,  on  Ma\-  3,  i-S<;2,  came-  the 
time  to  start.  It  was  ei^ht  o'clock  in  tin-  niorninjr  wdien 
llenson  was  sent  to  the  ice-foc^t  with  the  lar^e  doj^-sled. 
The   ei^ht  da\s'    rest   which    the   animals    had    enjo\ed 
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since  the  return  from  the  exploration  around  In,nl(.  .| 
Ciulf  had  put  them  in  hij^h  spirits,  and  it  was  ail  ,  si 
Henson  could  do,  experienced  whip  as  he  liad  heci...  •, 
to  keep  in  order  the  fi,t^htino;  and  snarlinjj^  ])ack  )f 
semi-wolves.  Lieut.  Peary  followed  in  the  ti,  k 
of  the  sled,  accompanied  for  some  distance  1)\-  Mis. 
Pear\'. 

On  their  way  they  met  Verhoeff,  who  shook  IkiikLs 
heartily,  and  bade  good-by  with  many  <^ood  wishes  for  a 
successful  return  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  brij^htest  lioprs 
entertained  of  the  outcome  of  the  iournev.  On  lookiu" 
around,  however,  for  the  natives  in  order  to  bid  them  taa- 
well,  not  a  si<^n  of  them  was  to  be  seen.  All  had  dis- 
appeared within  their  huts.  To  their  superstitious  minds 
the  white  chieftain  was  rushinc^  to  certain  destruction. 
He  was  surely  j^oino;  to  be  devoured  by  the  horrid  vSpirit 
of  the  Ice,  the  awful  Korkoya,  and  they  were  hiding  in 
order  that  they  and  their  kindred  mio;ht  not  be  incliKkd 
in  the  fate  certain  to  overtake  all  who  participated  in 
the  sacrilege  of  invading  his  forbidden  domain. 

The  crack  of  Hen.son's  whip  was  heard  in  the  distance, 
and  then  as  he  disappeared  beyond" a  small  rocky  emin- 
ence all  was  silence.  Lieut.  Peary  and  his  wife  were 
alone  ;  the  moment  for  the  parting,  which  might  be  for- 
ever, had  come. 

Looking  back,  Lieut.  Peary  saw  once  more  tlu- 
muffled  fur-clad  figure  with  the  faithful  Newfoundland, 
"  Frank,"  beside  her — then  a  turn  in  the  shore  shut 
out  the  sight  ;  the  inland  journey  had  begun. 
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At  three  o'clock  on  the  followin*;  iiioniinj^  Lieut. 
Pear\',  carrying-  the  lijj^ht  inhmd-ice-sled,  and  Hensoii, 
with  the  doj^s  and  the  hiroe  sled,  arrived  at  the  startiujj^ 
[)oint,  after  a  weary  climb  over  the  ni<>)^ed  and  stony 
L^ronnd  of  the  j^orije  at  the  head  of  McCorniick  Ba\'. 
Here  they  found  Astrup,  Cribson  and  Dr.  Cook  fast 
asleep  in  their  ba^^s.  After  a  short  rest,  the  sledj^es 
and    numerous    baggage   of   the    exploring    part\'   were 


INTKRIOR   OF  AN    IGI.OO. 

j^otten  over  the  edge  of  the  inland  ice  ;  the  work  in- 
volving the  most  strenuous  efforts  on  the  part  of  the 
men  and  the  dogs  combined.  The  sky  presaged  a 
storm.  This,  however,  was  taken  by  the  leader  of  the 
])arty  as  a  good  omen.  Twice  before,  when  he  had 
made  successful  incursions  on  the  ice  field,  his  setting 
out  had  been  accompanied  by  threatening  weather, 
seemingly  the  promise  of  a  particularly  hard  time.  On 
each  occasion,  however,  the  prognostication  proved  false. 
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The  final  preparations,  the  packinj;  of  the  skd 
was  the  work  of  no  less  than  two  davs  ;  but  at  Ici.  •'» 
all  was  ready,  and  the  dojj^s,  which  now  nnniln..,i 
twenty  in  all,  were  harnessed,  and  the  part\'  i^oi  m  u  ] 
way  ;  a  lon<i^,  stra<,^<^dinir  procession,  sliding-  ,,n  ski,,  -,r 
stridinjr  over  the.  yielding;  white  surface  on  their  miuw- 
shoes  ;  Lieut.  Peary  in  the  van  and  niarkin^-  the  course, 
followed  closely  by  (xibson  and  his  team,  Dr.  Cook  witli 
another,  and  Astrup  brin<ring  up  the  rear,  with  the  bju 
doj^-sled  and  a  smaller  sled  in  tow.  Henson's  WkA 
(which  had  been  frozen  during-  the  precedinj^  wiuUri 
became  so  painful  after  about  a  mile  of  the  inland  ice 
had  been  traversed,  and  he  suffered  so  intenselv  witli  it, 
that  it  was  thouj^ht  best  not  to  let  him  continue  further, 
and  he  was  accordini^ly  sent  back.  The  wild  woKes, 
miscalled  do<(s,  which  made  np  the  teams  were  found  to 
be  an  exceedin<rly  difiicnlt  lot  to  mana^^e.  Scared v  ;ni 
hour  passed  when  one  or  the  other  had  not  succeeded  in 
twisting  his  harness  into  knots  or  did  not  get  into  a 
bloody  wrangle  with  some  one  or  other  of  his  com- 
panions At  the  rests  of  the  party,  it  free]uently  hap- 
pened that  the  whole  pack  wonld  break  away,  and  then 
ensued  a  time  of  chasing  and  recaptnring  the  wild 
animals,  in  which  their  captors  were  often,  and  some- 
times severely,  bitten. 

Verv  little  progress  was  made  on  May  8,  the  second 
Jav  after  the  start,  owing  to  the  violent  gale  which 
blew  from  the  interior  driving  the  frozen  particles  of 
the  snrface  ice  into  the  faces  of  the  advancing  colunni. 
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To  shicUl  theiusclves  aj^ainst  the  blizzavd,  igloos  were 
instructed  of  snow,  into  which  the  party  crejit  to 
wait  until  the  storm  should  have  abated  its  se\erit\-. 
vfter  twenty-four  hours  of  this  confinement  the  cold 
hecame  unl)earablc,  and  notwithstanding-  the  stin^ins^ 
impact  of  the  icy  particles.  Lieut.  Peary  and  (iibson, 
who  had  shared  one  of  the  i<^loos,  started  out  and  at  last 


CATCHINC   FISH  THROUaH  THE  ICE. 

felt  a  o^low  of  warmth   induced   to  their  bodies  by  the 
exertion. 

Looking  for  Dr.  Cook  and  Astrup,  who  were 
encamped  further  on,  they  found  them  almost  com- 
pletely buried  out  of  slight.  The  upstanders  of  their 
sleds,  five  feet  or  more  hi.^'h,  were  just  barely  visible 
above  the  drift.  For  hours  the  explorers  worked  at 
extricating^  the  sledges.  It  was  found  that  Dr.  Cook 
and  Astrup  had  been  unable  to  get  out  of  their  igloo 
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because  of  the  frij^-litful  drift  and  wind.  After  llu 
had  been  (\\v^  out  the  doj^s  had  to  be  eorraled. 
brutes  had  broken  away  and  had  chewed  up  llu  i 
ness,  besides  devourinj^  every  particle  of  food  whic 
accessible,  and  their  recapture  was  a  task  of  no  lulf 
difficulty  and  required  patience  as  well  as  de\teril\ .  It 
was  usually  done  by  allurint^theni  with  ft)()d,  rapidK  mi/. 
inj^  them  and  burying  their  heads  in  the  snow.  Wlun 
done  skilfully  enough  one  might  expect  to  cxmir' 
with  the  infliction  of  only  two  or  three  bite.s.  vSonn.-  of 
them,  however,  before  they  were  subdued,  had  to  he 
lassoed  and  almost  choked  to  death. 

The  experiences  with  igloos  had  proved  so  disagree- 
able, they  were  found  so  cold  and  occupied  so  nmcli 
time  in  building,  that  on  the  later  marches  the)-  were 
entirely  dispensed  with. 
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UNDER  these  and  similar  (Hscoiira.u^eiiieiits,  at  last, 
on  May  14,  the  true  inland  ice  was  reached,  and 
not  until  the  next  day,  May  15,  did  the  party  make  their 
first  march  over  its  <;rradual  and  easy  incline.  In  the 
interim,  four  of  the  do<^s  had  succumbed  to  a  disease 
])eculiar  to  their  breed.  Four  of  the  eii^ht  sledj^es  with 
which  the  part>'  had  set  out  had  also  been  abandoned  ns 
unserviceable. 

A  contrivance  invented  by  Lieut.  Peary  may  here  be 
mentioned.  It  consisted  of  a  li<;-ht  wheel  about  three 
feet  in  diameter,  with  a  hollow  hub,  in  which  was  placed 
an  odometre,  a  simple  device  of  clock-work.  This  was 
attached  to  the  rear  of  one  of  the  sledges,  and  by  its 
means  not  onh-  was  it  possible  to  keep  an  accurate  rec- 
ord of  the  number  of  miles  traveled,  but  this  record  was 
found  a  very  useful  aid  and  supplement  to  the  results 
obtained  by  sextant,  chronometer  and  compass  in  the 
reckonings  for  position. 

By  the  twenty-first  of  May  the  party  found  itself  130 
miles  from  Red  Cliff  House  on  the  edge  of  the  basin  of 

Here  a  halt  was  made 
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;ui(l  a  discussion  liad  as  to  tlit-  coinijosition  of  llir  t,;  ; 
w'.iicli  was  to  advance  further  northward.  Litui.  1'.  ,; 
sul)Uiittcd  to  liis  companions  that  now  tlicx  Imd  li;,,i  , 
fair  foretaste  of  what  woukl  have  to  l)e  enchired,  and  ih  \\ 
they  were  pr()bal)ly  aware  of  the  fact  that  tlie  pro]),  .-id 
journey  was  not  to  l)e  a  holida\- jaunt  ;  that  lie  had  dr- 
tennined  on  takin.i;'  with  liini  onl\-  a  sini^le  conipaniiui. 
and  he  called  upon  one  of  them  to  volunteer  for  this  \y.)-\. 
tion.  All,  Dr.  Cook  first,  followed  by  Astrupand  (iihsoii. 
res])onded  with  alacrit\',  each  expressin^i;-  his  ea.i^eriu  ■>-,  U\ 
proceed,  so  that  it  devolved  upon  Lieut.  I'ear\-  to  (Kride 
between  the  three.  He  chose  Astrup,  and  selected  lliir- 
teen  of  the  dojj^s  and  three  of  the  sled,i;es  for  his  own  um  . 
The  otliers  were  sent  back  with  Mr.  (libson  and  I  )r. 
Cook,  (iibson  was  <.;^iven  command  of  the  'eturniui; 
party,  and  Dr.  Cook  was  deputized  to  take  cliar^e  of 
the  settlement  at  Red  ClifTHou.se  until  his  chief  should 
return. 

The  next  uiornin*:^,  after  the  loads  had  l)cen  readjusted 
and  the  lashiujL;"  of  tlie  .sledj^es  looked  after.  Dr.  Cook 
and  (iib.sou,  supplied  with  ample  rations,  and  ])n)vi(led 
with  one  of  the  lij^hter  sledj^es  dra<^j^ed  l>y  a  team  of  two 
doj^s,  bade  their  companions  farewell  uud  set  out  on  tiuir 
return  to  McCormick  Bay.  Their  return  triji  was  wilh- 
out  incident  and  comparatively  i)leasant,  and  it  was  made 
with  much  <^reatcr  ea.se  than  the  outward  journe>-.  They 
arrived  at  Red  Cliff  House  on  July  3. 

After  they  had  departed  Lieut.  Peary  laid  his  course 
northeast  true,  hopinjr  thereby,  if  the  ma])s  of  the  region 
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were   to  l)c-  tnistfd,  to   (.scape  the  basin  of    rctcnuann 
I'iord  as  will  as  of  St.   (icorj^e's  I'ionl  beyond.      The 
order  of  march    which   was   now  adopted  was   k.i)t    np 
throuj^hont    the    jonniey.        In    advance    strode    Lient. 
I'eary,    every    facnlt\-    strained    to    keep    his    direction, 
Astrnp,  in  chari^e  of  the  doj^s  and  the  sled<;es,  brinj^in.i; 
np  the  rear.      The  doj^s  soon  became  accnstomed  to  fol- 
low the  leader,  and  with  an  occasional  nr<(in<;'  and  en- 
conraj^ement    from    Astrnp,    their  driver,    in  dne    time 
became    (jnite    nianaj^eable    and   bnckled    down  to    the 
ardnons  work  expected  of  them  with  a  rij^lit  <>ood  will. 
Owinj^  to  the  natnre  of  that   limitless  white  wilderness, 
l)arren  of  all  landmarks,  the  task  of  keepinj;-  a  direction 
was   most  exhanstinj^ ;    mere   description  will   <^ive    no 
idea  of  its  fatij^ue.      In  every  direction,  as  far  as  the  eye 
can    reach,    is   an    nnl)roken,    white    expanse,    without 
relief,  without  landmark  of  any  kind  ;  in  fact,  as  bare 
of  such  as  the  trackless  ocean.      An  hour's  pro^^ress  at  a 
time,  with  constant  reckonin<;s  and  references  to  com- 
pass,  charts  and  other  means  of  determining;'  position, 
was  all  that  was  possible,  and  the  wear  was  so  <;reat  as 
to  make  it  at  times  unendurable. 

In  his  belief,  however,  that  by  the  course  taken  he 
would  clear  the  Petermann  Basin,  Lieut.  Peary  was  mis- 
taken. At  the  eud  of  seven  days'  march  a  detour  of 
some  ten  miles  became  necessary  in  order  to  avoid 
the  inequalities  and  crevasses  which  be<;an  to  mark  the 
inland  ice.  This  is  a  feature  common  to  all  points  where 
there   is  an   opening  tow^ards  the  sea  ;    these  openings 
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favorin*i^  the  dctacliiiieut  of  portions  from  the  centra': 
mass  and  the  formation  of  j^laciers. 

It  was  on  the  last  day  of  May  that  the  l)asin  of  PeUr- 
niann  Fiord  was  reached.  The  weather  was  pleasant  aiui 
clear  ;  the  thermometer  re<^istered  77°  in  the  sun  at  mid- 
day. The  explorers  went  into  camp  and  remained  thciv 
for  thirty-six  hours,  availing-  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity offered  by  the  clear  day  to  tlioron.i!;-hly  dr\  their 
clothes  ;  and  Lieut.  Peary  even  felt  moved  to  enjo\-  the 
luxury  of  a  snow  bath.  From  Petermann  Fiord  onward 
the  surface  was  found  to  be  almost  level,  so  that  tlie 
hij^her  peaks  which  marked  the  fiord  remained  in  slight 
n.  distance  of  nearly  forty  miles.  P)Ut  soon  after  this  the 
irround  beijan  to  ascend. 

This  was  a  surprise  to  Lieut.  Peary,  for,  according  to  tlie 
charts,  the  next  great  indentation,  that  of  Sherard  Osboni 
Fiord  should  be  much  further  to  the  northeast  than  tliis 
rise  indicated.  Supposing,  however,  that  it  was  (luile 
possible  that  the  basin  of  that  fiord  might  extend  uuicli 
further  inland  and  southward  than  it  was  heretofore  be- 
lieved, he  continued  on.  On  the  eighth  day  of  June  its 
supposed  depression  was  in  sight.  In  order  to  escape  the 
expected  inequalities  of  the  surface  it  was  decided  to  de- 
flect the  course  to  the  eastward.  As  the  experience  of  the 
next  fortnight  demonstrated,  it  would  have  been  well  if 
this  resolution  had  been  taken  sooner,  for  the  travelers 
soon  found  that  they  had  walked  right  into  the  southern 
edge  of  a  great  glacial  depression,  and  were  among  the 
crevasses  and  short  slipnery  hillocks  of  ice  which  form 
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their  inevital)lc  accoiiipaninieiit.  On  the  opposite  side  of 
the  <;^lacial  basin  rose  steep  cliffs  and  icy  slopes,  which  it 
was  impossible  to  scale  with  their  heavily-laden  sledges. 
The  weather  had  become  very  threatening;  angry 
black  clouds  were  gathering,  and  scarcely  had  the  ad- 
venturers gone  into  camp  for  the  day  when  the  storm 
broke  loose  with  great  violence.  For  tw»)  days  they 
>vere  fast  prisoners  in  their  little  shelter,  consisting  of 
an  excavation  made  into  the  snow  and  further  protected 


k.sk:mos'  kox-trap. 

as  well  as  might  be  by  banking  their  sledges  and  spread- 
ing a  tarpaulin  and  a  small  sail  to  the  windward.  When 
the  storm  had  abated  and,  after  observing  the  la\'  o{  the 
land,  it  was  found  thai  there  \\as  nothing  to  do  but  to 
turn  to  the  south  and  reach  tlie  more  ])racticable  sur- 
face of  the  heights  of  the  interior  ice-cap.  Two  entire 
days  of  most  difficult  and  arduous  climbing  were  required, 
many  miles  of  tlic  hard-earned  northerly  advance  had  to 
be  retraced,   and   an   elevation  of  more  than  6000  feet 
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above  sea  level  reached,  before  its  iinolxstructcd,  t,  .  a 
convexity  was  aj^aiii  under  foot.  To  the  eastward  \\,,s 
still  seen  the  depression  which  marked  the  fiord. 

After  turnin,;':  the  same  the  march  was  contiiuKil  ,i 
short  distance  to  the  north  and  northeast,  wlicn  iiic 
ground  again  showed  tigns  of  unevenness  and  l)cgaii  lo 
be  traversed  by  yawnii'g  creva.sses.  To  add  to  the  difti- 
culties  they  were  now  beset  by  bewildering  fogs,  throw- 
ing everything,  snow,  air  and  sky,  into  a  iiiiifonn  ha/,\- 
white  light,  making  it  impossible  to  distinguish  one  from 
the  other,  the  effect  being  nmch  the  same  as  thouoli  om- 
were  enveloped  in  complete  nothingne.ss  ;  there  was  no 
outline;  all  was  one  formless  void  Under  these  circum- 
stances there  was  nothing  to  do  but  to  await  more  faxdr 
able  condition.s. 

In  the  excessively  hard  v/ork  of  the  days  just  described, 
Nalegaksuk,  the  best  of  the  whole  dog  team,  had  sprained 
his  foot  and  soon  showed  signs  of  the  dog  disease,  and  had 
to  be  killed.  The  large  .^ledge,  too,  had  suffered  from 
the  strain,  and  a  whole  da\"  was  spent  in  relashing  and 
making  other  repairs.  The  intervals  were  filled  up  bv 
readjusting  the  loads  and  throwing  away  such  things  as 
experience  had  proven  couid  be  spared. 

It  was  now  discovered  that  the  basin  which  had  been 
supposed  to  be  the  Shcrard  Osborn  Fiord  was  in  reality 
that  of  St.  George,  wliicli  extends  much  further  inland 
than  was  heretofore  believed.  The  crevasses  last  en- 
countered, however,  belonged  to  the  glacier  basin  of 
Sherard  Osborn. 
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DcflecL'ng  a.t^ain  towards  tlic  ice-cap,  this  last  depres- 
sion was  at  last  successfully  flauked.  The  course  was 
a,^aiu  northeastward.  The  weather  was  clear,  the  sun 
shone  brightly,  but  travel  now  was  impeded  by  a  new 
difficulty;  the  snow  became  soft  and  sticky,  and  the 
heat  so  oppressixe  that  the  voyagers  were  constrained  to 
throw  off  all  of  their  outer  clothing.  The  rising  ground, 
too,  indicated  that  they  were  ascending  the  divide  be- 
tween Sherard  Osboni  and  of  another  indentation  of  the 
shore  further  to  the  northeast.  These  combined  dis- 
comforts affected  the  spirits  of  both  the  travelers.  Even 
Astrup,  always  bright  and  cheerful,  was  depressed,  his 
merry  singing  which  had  accompanied  the  previous  days 
of  smooth,  easy  gliding,  had  ceased,  and  with  lips  com- 
pressed and  in  grim  silence  he  was  aiding  his  tugging 
team  by  pushing  the  heavy  sledges  up  the  steep 
inclines. 

I)y  the  twenty-sixth  of  June  the  eighty-second  j^^ar- 
allel  was  reached.  The  coast-land,  which  during  the 
da>s  immediately  preceding  had,  from  time  to  time, 
been  sighted,  and  up  to  this  point  was  invariably  seen 
toward  the  northwest,  here  suddenly  ccmfronted  the 
travelers  on  the  northeast,  trending  first  east,  and  finally 
southeast.  vSupposing  he  had  reached  Victoria  Inlet, 
ivicnt.  Peary  changed  his  course  southeast,  expecting  he 
would  be  able  to  skirt  it  and  get  around  its  head,  as 
he  had  already  turned  that  of  Petermann  and  Sherard 
Osborn.  But  the  coast,  now  clearly  in  sight  on  the  left, 
maintained  its  trend  in  a  direction  almost  true  southeast 
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and  parallel  with  the  course  adopted,  and  sevciii! 
glaciers  were  passed,  all  flowing  in  a  northeaslcrlv 
direction. 

At  length,  on  July  i,  land  was  sighted  almost  due 
east.  It  was  mountainous,  free  of  ice  or  snow,  and 
through  a  depression  between  two  of  its  highest  kno1)s 
nothing  was  seen  in  the  sky  beyond  of  the  ice  blink,  nor 
of  that  blue  haze  indicating  land.  What  could  it  l)e 
then  but  a  lofty  headland,  and  what  beyond  but  the 
waters  of  the  high  Arctic  ocean  washing  the  eastern 
coast  of  Greenland  ? 

The  norl  1  •  ermiual  point  of  the  large  glacial  mass 
which  covers  l.  whole  interior  of  Greenland  had  been 
reached — that  was  clear.  At  its  foot,  before  the  trav- 
elers, lay  a  bare,  stony  country  ;  beyond  it  the  higher 
land  first  seen,  and  beyond  that — what  ? 

Selecting  a  spot  which  seemed  most  favorable  to  a 
descent  from  the  ice-cap,  and  determined  to  solve  with- 
out delay  the  mystery  which  the  heights  in  the  east  con- 
cealed, Lieut.  Pear>-,  leaving  Astrup  in  camp,  proceeded 
at  once  over  the  rough,  broken,  stony  ground  towards 
the  depression  seen  between  the  mountains.  The  dis- 
tance did  not  seem  great,  probably  four  or  five  miles, 
and  a  few  hours  would  suffice  to  traverse  it  and  return. 
But  the  mountains  appeared  to  recede  as  the  explorer 
advanced.  Every  hill  which  was  climbed,  in  the  belief 
that  surely  it  was  the  last  intervening  between  the  goal, 
was  found,  when  its  top  had  been  readied,  only  to  reveal 
another  eminence  beyond.     The  ground  was  excessively 
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difficult;  tlie  sharp,  hard  splinters  of  broken  rock,  which 
covered  it  in  a  confused  layer,  cut  mercilessly  throu^^h 
the  foot<T^ear  of  the  traveler  ;  the  oppressive  heat,  the 
steady  ascent — all  these  conspired  to  make  this  one  of 
the  hardest  pieces  of  work  of  the  entire  trip. 

At  first  the  country  traversed  was  absolutely  barren, 
the  stony  ground  showing  not  even  so  much  as  the  trace 
of  a  lichen.  What  words  therefore  can  describe  the  plea- 
sure of  the  voyager  when  suddenly  he  heard  a  twittering 
and  a  little  black  and  white  snow-bunting  flew  overhead? 
Soon  another  trace  of  life  was  seen,  a  patch,  of  ground, 
under  the  lea  of  a  huge  boulder,  fifteen  or  more  feet 
high,  covered  with  a  luxuriant  crop  of  grass.  We  can 
imagine  his  feelings  when  it  is  remembered  that  these 
bits  of  rank  vegetation  are  in  all  Greenland  a  sure  indi- 
cation that  the  spot  was  once  the  site  of  an  igloo,  and 
how  his  pulse  nnist  have  quickened  when  it  flashed  on 
him  that  possibly  he  was  in  proximity  to  human  beings. 

Closer  inspection,  however,  showed  that  the  place 
was  a  shelter  for  musk-oxen,  some  hair  and  other  traces 
of  the  animals  being  found.  Musk-ox  traces  now  be- 
came numerous;  a  bleached  skeleton  of  one  was  seen 
with  the  bones  broken  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  Lieut. 
Peary  to  suppose  the  animal  had  been  killed  and  de- 
voured by  wolves. 

Flowers,  too,  began  to  appear,  purple,  white,  and  the 
ever-present  yellow  Arctic  poppy,  and  through  the  air 
snow-buntings  fluttered  hither  and  thither  with  merry 
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The  apparent  five  miles  distance  to  the  openiiii^r  in  ^;|,, 
hills  had  now  len,ii;-thencd  into  thrice  that  number,  and  sliil 
the  coveted  sii;ht  beyond  was  not  obtained.  Unwillin'^Ix- 
enonj;h,  1)nt  compelled  thereto  by  the  condition  of  I) is 
cammiks  and  the  cuts  and  laceration  of  his  fcxt,  In 
returned  to  camp,  where  he  found  Astrupanxiouslv  waii- 
ino-,  and  ready  to  serve  his  companion  with  all  tlnvf  of 
the  deferred  and  accumulated  meals  of  the  da\-.  Wlial 
had  been  su]-)i)ose(l  at  the  outset  to  be  onlv  a  sliori 
excursion  of  a  few  hours'  duration  had  been  prolon-xd 
into  a  twenty-four  hours'  task,  and  the  worst  of  it  was 
that  its  main  purpose  had  been  frustrated;  the  outlook 
over  those  allurini;-  summits  beyond  had  not  been  obtained. 

After  a  refreshinj^-  sleep,  therefore,  it  was  resolved  b\- 
Lieut.  Peary  to  leave  the  sled<;es  and  take  Astrup  and 
thedoo;s  and  rations  for  five  days  and  .set  out  a^ain  on  llic 
.same  path.  Accord  in.  ,L;-ly  an  early  start  was  made  ;  the 
do<;s  scentino;  the  land  could  hardly  be  held  in  leash. 
The  torrid  sun  had  melted  ^reat  lakes  into  the  face  of 
the  <i^lacial  ice,  c.nd  these,  breaking-  the  banks  of  snow 
which  restrained  them,  ru.shed  and  fell  tumbling  in 
roaring  cascades  down  the  slope,  and  formed  a  ri\er  at 
the  base  of  the  ice-cap.  This  had  to  be  forded,  after 
which  the  way  lay  for  a  mile  or  more  through  .slush,  in 
which  the  party  floundered  until  at  length  they  reached  the 
bare  country  beyond.  The  route  chosen  was  slightl\-  dif- 
ferent from  th.at  traversed  by  Lieut.  Peary  on  his  first  ex- 
cursion, and  proved,  if  possible,  infinitely  worse.  Barren 
1)eyond  conception,  the  ground  was  a  layer  of  flint-hard 
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stones,  compacted  into  a  conj^lonicrate  by  the  Inij^e  j^lacial 
weight  which  for  ages  had  borne  down  n])on  them.  The 
uptnrned  edges  cnt  throngh  leather  and  into  the  feet,  and 
here  and  there  larger  stones  lay  interspersed,  over  which 
the  travelers  freqnently  stnnd3led,snstaining  severe  bruises 
and  cuts.  No  sign  of  life  was  visible  but  an  occasional 
poppy,  but  nuisk-ox  trails  again  were  plentiful.  The  dogs, 
whose  nundser  was  now  reduced  to  eight,  suffered  exceed- 
ingly during  this  rough  marching.  Again  one  hill  followed 
the  other  in  provoking  succession,  still  obstructing  the 
desired  view.  Tired  and  utterly  worn  out  the  party 
encamped  at  last  for  a  few  hours  of  nnich  needed  rest. 

When  they  had  refreshed  themselves  and  had  resumed 
the  arduous  march,  just  as  they  were  picking  their  way 
down  the  steep  sides  of  an  ancient  glacier  bed,  two  black 
specks  were  seen  in  the  distance.  Several  experiences 
of  the  same  nature,  when  a  supposed  nuisk-ox  had 
turned  out  on  a  nearer  view  to  be  nothing  but  a  boulder 
among  tlie  smaller  stones,  had  prepared  the  travelers 
for  a  similar  disappointment.  Buv  presently  the  two 
objects  were  observed  to  have  changed  position.  They 
were  alive  ;  this  time  there  was  no  mistake  about  it. 
Here  at  last  was  an  opportunity  to  bag  fresh  meat  and 
change  the  monotony  of  two  months  of  pemmican  diet. 
Cautiously  creeping  upon  the  victims  Lieut.  Peary  fired 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  bringing  down  both  a  bull 
and  a  cow,  as  well  as  a  yearling  calf,  which  had  been 
concealed  from  view  behind  the  larger  animals.  Aches 
and  pains  now  counted  for  nothing  in  the  eager  rush 
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forward.  After  rapidly  skiiiiiin<j^  their  <>amc  and  ciittiii- 
out  tlie  sirloins  and  choice  morsels  for  their  own  use,  oik- 
of  the  carcasses  was  shonldered  and  carried  towards  the 
do.i;s.  The  latter  were  lyin<^  abont  in  a  dispirited  fashion, 
lickin<i;-  their  wonnds  and  bruised  feet,  when  tlie  still 
warm  and  reekin*;-  mass  was  thrown  anion^^-st  tluni. 
Here  was  meat,  fresh,  bloody,  raw  meat.  With  a  liowl 
of  deli<4ht  the  pack  rushed  upon  it  and  fell  to,  until  in 
no  very  <4Teat  while  a  heap  of  bones  was  all  that  was  k'fi. 

In  the  meantime  Astrup  had  found  a  small  ,^nis>- 
covered  si)ot,  whose  brin^ht  <;reen  was  dotted  with  .\rctic 
flowers,  the  ever-present  poppy  amonj^  them  ;  he  had 
spread  the  skins  of  the  musk-oxen  and  put  up  the  tar- 
paulin as  a  screen  from  the  sun,  and  here  upon  this 
sumptuous  couch  he  invited  his  companion  to  stretch 
his  limbs,  while  he  proceeded  to  prepare  a  supper  of 
musk-ox  steak.  Alongside  the  camp  a  little  brook 
nmrmured  over  the  stony  bottom  ;  the  twittering  snow- 
bunting  made  music  pleasant  to  the  ear  ;  even  a  bum- 
ble-bee was  observed  hovering  in  the  warm  sunshine  o\cr 
the  flower-spangled  grass  plot,  and  the  flies  around  the 
remains  of  the  musk-oxen  were  gathered  in  tliick  black 
swarms  as  numerous  as  in  our  own  climate.  To  attempt 
to  move  with  the  dogs  gorged  with  their  recent  liea\>" 
meal  was  out  of  the  question  ;  to  leave  them  behind 
equally  so,  and  a  few  hours'  rest  was  therefore  absolutely 
necessary. 

The  march  was  resumed  in  excellent  spirits  by  all  and 
at  last  the  summit  of  the  high  land  was  reached.    It  was 
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found  to  be  a  rather  small  plateau,  its  further  e(l<;e  desceud- 
iu"^  in  a  cliff  4000  feet  sheer  down  to  the  sea.  At  the  foot 
of  the  cliff,  flowiu}^  northward,  was  a  tremendous  j;laeicr 
twelve  miles  across  and  measuriu<;  at  least  twenty  around 
the  periphery  of  its  discharj^in*;-  ]ioint.  Ik-yond  the 
j^lacier  to  the  east  the  cliffs  rose  a»;ain,  as  hi<i^h  as  on  the 
hither  side,  and  in  some  places  hijj^her.  In  the  north 
was  seen  the  mouth  of  a  fiord  reachinj^  from  the  face 
of  the  glacier  back  into  the  land  in  a  westerly  direction, 
and  probably  connectin<j  with  Victoria  Inlet.  Lookin*,^ 
east  beyond  the  j^lacier  was  seen  a  j^v^iL  bay  stretchin^^ 
east  and  northeast.  The  land  of  its  northern  shore,  as 
well  as  the  land  beyond  the  fiord,  was  observed  to  be  free 
from  snow.  The  northeastern  extremity  of  the  (ireen- 
land  continent  had  been  reached.  Greenland  is  an 
island. 

It  was  July  4,  1892,  and  in  honor  of  the  day  the  bay 
was  called  Independence  Bay  ;  and  the  great  <;lacier, 
Academy  Glacier,  in  honor  of  the  Academy  of  Natural 
vSciences.  A  cairn  was  built  of  piled-up  stones  ;  within 
was  deposited  a  record  by  Lieut.  Peary,  endorsed  with 
the  usual  request  to  the  finder  to  return  the  same  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  crold-fringed  silken 
national  banner  which  had  been  presented  to  him  by 
the  academy  was  fixed  to  the  long  bamboo  rod,  which 
the  explorer  carried  throughout  the  journey,  and  plant- 
ing the  same  upon  the  cairn,  it  was  unfurled — the  first 
flag  of  any  nation  that  ever  floated  over  the  eastern 
shores  of  Greenland  above  the  seventy- seventh  parallel. 
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The  day  was  further  celel)rate(l  by  a  j)rincelv  feast  in 
vvliich  a  thiinblcfiil  of  brandy  for  each  of  the  feasters  and 
innsk-ox  steak  with  veal  cutlets  of  the  same  species  foniu  «1 
a  leadinjj;'  feature,  and  then  tli'?y  rolled  over  on  their  back> 
and  fell  asleep. 

On  July  5  the  return  was  bej^un  ;  and  bv  a  sin- 
<^ular  coincidence,  on  the  very  day  that  the  exploit  is 
turned  their  faces  towards  McCorniick  Hay,  the  relief  ex- 
pedition left  St.  Johns  in  the  I\iti\  destined  for  the  saiiir 
point  from  an  opposite  direction.  The  walk  over  the 
stones  to  the  ice-cap  was  a  repetition  of  the  experiences 
of  the  previous  crossing,  and,  arrived  on  the  ice,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  rest  two  days  in  order  to  gi\c  the 
dogs  an  opportunity  to  recuperate  from  the  hard  usage 
they  had  had. 

The  homeward  march  over  the  ice-cap  was  unevent- 
ful. To  avoid  all  possibility  of  again  encountering  the 
difficult  ground  at  the  head  of  the  northern  fiords  the 
course  was  shaped  far  inland,  right  over  the  back  of  the 
interior  glacial  mass.  Much  of  the  traveling  was  at  the 
high  altitude  of  8000  feet  above  sea  level  and  through 
the  clouds,  and  for  two  weeks  the  party  floundered  in 
deep  snow  drifts.  As  they  approached  nearer  homeward 
all  superfluous  baggage  was  abandoned  and  what  re- 
mained loaded  on  a  single  sled.  The  dog  team  had  been 
reduced  to  five,  all  the  others  having  fallen  victims  to 
their  work,  and  killed  and  fed  to  their  fellows.  A  sail 
rigged  to  the  sled,  and  made  of  the  tarpaulin  covering, 
was  found  useful  ;  the  winds,  which  blow  steady  from  the 
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interior  in  a  direction  perpendicnlar  to  the  coast-line, 
taking  almost  all  the  strain  from  the  dojj^s  and  at  times 
entirely  snfficinj;  to  move  the  sled. 

At  Icnjj^th  familiar  landmarks  hove  in  sij^^ht — Dotne 
Monntain,  a  j^reat  hnmmock  between  the  inland  ice  and 
the  head  of  McCormick  Hay,  lay  in  the  path.  The 
endeavor  to  cross  its  convex  back  had  to  be  <;iven  up 
lor  a  time,  until  its  snow  surface,  softened  by  the  sun, 
should  be  frozen  over.  After  a  few  hours'  rest  traveling 
over  it  was  found  practicable.  The  crest  was  gained, 
and  as  he  did  so  Lieut.  Peary  saw  a  number  of  dark  ob- 
jects two  miles  off,  moving  in  the  direction  from  which 
he  was  coming.  Thinking  it  was  his  own  party,  he 
called  to  Astrup  ■  "There,  there,  the  boys  are  looking 
for  us,"  and  disci,  irged  his  carbine.  The  next  moment 
a  cheer  was  heard  coming  faintly  across  the  snow  field, 
and  another  look  showed  that  the  party  numbered  seven 
or  eight.  Realizing  that  it  must  be  a  relief  party  from 
America,  Lieut.  Peary  lengthened  his  strides  on  his 
snow-shoes  ;  Astrup  was  just  behind,  gliding  gaily  on  his 
skis,  with  the  dogs,  who  now  needed  no  urging,  on  a  dead 
riui  down  the  slope — and  soon  the  explorers  were  among 
the  party  of  Prof.  Heilprin,  shaking  hands,  exchanging 
greetings  and  received  with  joyful  congratulations. 
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CHAPTER    XIV. 

Thk   "Kite"  in  Trouhlk.— Thk  Pkarv   Party  ox  Ixguki  iii.d 

GUI,F.— Th:C     RICI.IHI'     I'ARTV     IN    CaMI'.— A    MlRCHISON    Su|-  D 

Glacikr.— Heavy  Galks  and  Rough  Kxperiicnces.— Mr.  Xi.r. 
HOEKE  Missing. — Preparations  eor  SEAk(.;ii. 

UNTIL  after  the  return  of  Lieut.  Peary  and  .Mr. 
A.strup  from  the  inland  ice  the  experiences  of  tin.- 
members  of  the  relief  party,  though  full  of  e.v.ciliiiL; 
incidents,  had  yet  been  altogether  tnost  pleasant,  and 
accompanied  by  uniform  good  fortune  and  no  suspicion 
of  actual  danger.  But  on  Sunday  inunediateh-  succeed- 
ing that  momentous  event,  that  is  to  say,  on  .Vugust 
7,  the  Kite  twice  made  an  eJort  to  get  herself  into 
serious  trouble,  and  each  time  nearly  succeeded.  The 
day  opened  quietly  enough,  scarcely  a  ripple  disturbed 
the  waters  of  the  bay,  arid  the  weather  was  uncomforla- 
bly  warm.  About  dinner  time,  however,  a  strong  bree/.e 
came  up  from  a  glacier  valley  at  the  head  of  the  l)av. 
which  soon  reached  the  proportions  of  a  small  gale,  and 
caused  the  Kite  to  kick  up  her  heels  like  a  young  and 
frisky  colt,  and  before  long  to  start  landward,  dragging 
her  anchor.  For  some  unexplained  reason  this  was  not 
noticed    by  the  crew    until    .she  was  within  dangerous 

proximity  to  the  rocky  shore.      Captain  Pike,  who  had 
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b'  en  quietly  readiu<i^  in  his  cabin,  when  apprised  of  the 
ti  'uble,  promptly  rose  to  the  emergency,  and  manoeuvred 
t(  get  her  into  deep  water.  After  a  severe  struggle  he 
succeeded  in  doing  so.  This  done,  he  ordered  the 
arichor  up,  and  declared  his  intention  of  steaming  about 
ir  the  upper  end  of  tiic  bay  until  the  time  came  to 
return  to  the  Red  Cliff  House.  Accordingh-,  the  Kile 
was  got  under  way,  but  .she  had  scarcely  reached  the  mid- 
dle of  the  bay  before  she  ran  her  no.se  two  feet  into  a  mud 
bank,  knocked  off  a  large  piece  of  her  false  keel,  and 
careened  until  it  was  almost  impos.sible  to  keep  a  footing 
on  deck.  Forti  autely  the  tide  was  rising,  so  that  ^•he 
was  not  kept  in  this  uncomfortable  position  more  than  an 
hour  ;  l^ut  this  anno\'ing  event  following  .so  closely  on 
the  other  was  too  nuich  for  Captain  Pike,  and  as  .soon  xs 
lie  had  clear  water  under  his  keel,  he  .sent  the  ve.s.sel 
down  the  bay  at  full  speed  and  never  slopped  her  until 
opposite  the  Red  Cliff  House. 

Two  days  later  Lieut.  Peary  started  with  Mrs.  Peary, 
Mr.  Verhoeff  and  some  E.skinios  for  the  head  of  Ingle- 
field  Gulf,  at  which  place  ]\Ir.  Verhoeff  left  them  and 
went  on  that  private  excursion  to  Robertson  Pay, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  nearly  every  member  of  the 
two  parties,  terminated  in  his  death.  The  day  following 
the  Pearys'  and  Verhoeff  \s  departure  all  of  the  members 
of  the  relief  expedition,  save  one,  p;  receded  to  the 
entrance  of  luglefield  Gulf,  where  the\  camped  for  three 
clays,  hunting  game,  gathering  botanical  specimens  and 
studying  the  movements  of  glaciers.      This  trip  was  not 
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as  pleasant  as  ;t  iiiii^lit  have-  been,  for  (Inrin^-  almo-^ 
entire  period  the  campers  were  treated  either  to  1, 
cokl  rains  or  heav\-  snow,  which  melted  a.-,  fasi  ; 
fell.  An  excitin,!;-  walrus  hnnt  and  the  \ie\v  of  ;i  ;,.. 
niarkably  handsome  <;lacier,  however,  were  ample  lu:!i- 
pensation  for  any  personal  discomforts  which  wi.  re 
snffered. 

This  j^-lacier  was  e\-idcntly  one  of  the  recediu"  {\-k-. 
It  was  abont  three  miles  wide  and  llowed  into  the  xaiiev 
between  two  hills  of  white  sandstvjne,  throui^h  which 
basalt  had  thru.t  itself  in  L;Teat  sjMirs,  towers  and  jiin- 
nacles.  The  entire  \-alley  allowed  marks  of  glacial 
action,  provin^i;'  that  the  nii<;nty  river  of  ice  had  uaee 
extended  down  its  whole  len'^th.  The  face  of  the  ^hi- 
cier  is  fnlly  100  feet  liis;'h,  and  cnrves  outward  from  ilie 
sides  in  shape  like  a  fan,  the  outer  boundaries  of  which 
must  measure  full}'  ei,i;ht  miles.  Like  a  liu,L;e  wall  of 
marble  it  rose  from  the  valley,  which  it  had  torn  upinin 
a  phice  of  terrible  desolation,  the  debris  of  the  shivered 
rock  sides  bearing;'  evidence  of  tlie  tremendous  weight  .nid 
force  that  had  ground  them  literalh-  to  })owder.  Alost. 
of  the  ice  composing  the  glacier  was  of  a  ])ure  w!iite 
color,  with  striations  of  blue  and  gra\',  but  some  part>  of 
it  had  wax'ing  lines  of  yellow,  In'own  and  black,  just  like 
the  prized  marbles  of  Tennessee.  Im'oui  the  suuuuit  and 
tln'ough  the  pot  holes  streams  of  water  poured  into  a  lar^e 
water-course  which  follows  the  front  of  the  glacier. 
These  streams  have  worn  the  ice,  which  is  almost  as  hard 
as  rock,  into  great  flumes  and  polished  them  into  forms 
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,.f  j^reat  beauty  and  in  color  like  Mexican  onyx.  In  one 
•lace  the  larj^c  water-course  has  nndercnt  the  j^lacier, 
)rining  a  lar^e  cavern  into  which  twi)  of  the  i)art\'. 
,,ent  for  a  short  distance  ;  1)nt  the  water  dripping-  from 
ilie  roof,  and  the  feelin<4-  that  the  mass  mi,!nlit  fall  at  an_\- 
•..loinent,  made  the  place  too  nnpleasant  for  them  to  re- 
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PACK   OF   A    CRiaiXI.ANii   Ca.ACrER. 

The  camping  part\-  returned  to  MeCormick  Bay 
shortly  after  midnight  of  August  1 2.  Ivirl}-  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  ]\Ir.  Gibson  came  back  from  a  hunt  in  the 
Imvc  Glacier  Valley,  a  depression  in  the  hills  on  tlu 
north  side    of    MeCormick    P>ay    near    its    head,  wdiicli 
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extends  nearly  to  Robertson  Bay.  I'or  the  fir^i  tin..  1 
was  now  learned  by  die  members  of  the  xkA'w'  cxim,  ■- 
tion  that  Mr.  \'erlioeff  had  separated  from  the  panv 
of  Lieut,  and  ]\lrs.  Peary  in  Inj^lefield  (hilf.  k  ,^.^., 
ascertained  that,  three  days  before,  ]\Ir.  \'erh<)LlT  li.d 
a])peared  on  the  shores  of  McCormick  Bay  and  infoniird 
!\Ir.  Gibson  that  he  was  ,^"oin.^•  up  the  valk-N-  to  colkd 
minerals,  and  would  be  <;one  two  days.  Hu  then  wcnl 
his  way,  but  six  hours  later  returned  unexpected] v 
and  told  ^Ir.  Ciibson  that  as  his  absence  would  prol)- 
abl>-  be  four  dn.ys  instead  of  two,  not  to  wait  f(;r  Imu, 
but  to  return  to  the  Red  Cliff  House,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time  to  send  him  a  kajak  and  lie  would  eonie 
home  in  that.  As  !\Ir.  Verlioeff,  it  was  .said,  was  ucjt 
very  expert  in  the  manaj^ement  of  the  native  boat,  and 
as  it  is  not  considered  .safe  to  traverse  ]\IcCorniick  I>av 
in  that  kind  of  craft,  instead  of  complying  with  his  wish, 
Mr.  Gib.son  on  Tuesday,  August  16,  with  ]\Ir.  Brvant 
and  three  Eskimos,  Kqua,  Onolka  and  Koko,  took  tlu' 
Faith  and  went  after  him. 

That  night  the  storm  of  the  previous  week  which  had 
begun  clearing  away  on  Monday  morning,  and  had  en- 
tirely ceased  by  Tuesda\'  afternoon,  returned  and  began 
raging  with  redoubled  fury,  continuing  all  day  Wednt^s- 
day.  As  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Tcary  were  already  more  than 
a  da\' overdue  from  luglefield  Gulf,  consideral)le  alarm 
was  felt  for  their  safety,  and  fears  were  also  entertained  for 
Mr.Cxibson  and  ]\Ir.  Bryant,  the  period  for  whose  return 
had  likewise  pa.s.sed.      Early  on  the  following  morning, 
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Imvcvcr,  though  the  .i,^ile  still  contimied,  the  two  latter 
u  turned  without  Mr.  Verhoeff,  and  late  the  same  nij^lit, 
]  lent,  and  ]\Irs.  Peary  also  came  back,  havin<^  been 
compelled  to  leave  their  boat  near  Cape  Cleveland  and 
t(i  make  the  rest  of  the  way  to  the  Red  Cliff  House 
over  the  stony  beach.  Both  parties  had  rough  experi- 
ences to  relate,  particularly  that  of  Messrs.  Gibson  and 
r.ryant,  who  had  supplied  themselves  with  but  little 
food,  and  had  nothing  but  their  boat  to  shelter  them  from 
tlic  cold  rain  and  the  fierce  gale,  besides  which  they  pretty 
thoroughly  exhausted  themselves  in  their  fruitless 
search  for  ]\Ir.  Verhoeff. 

It  had  been  expected  that,  by  August  17,  all 
of  the  belongings  of  Lieut.  Peary  and  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  North  Greenland  P^xpedition  would  be 
on  board  the  A7/r,  so  that  a  departure  from  ]\IcCor- 
niick  Bay  homeward  could  be  made  on  the  following 
day,  but  ]\Ir.  Verhoeff's  continued  and  mysterious 
absence,  of  course,  compelled  the  abandonment  of  this 
intention.  This  absence  had  now  become  so  prolonged 
that  both  Lieut.  Peary's  party  and  the  relief  party  became 
seriously  alarmed  for  his  safety,  the  more  especially, 
since  it  was  known  that  he  was  insufficiently  clad  to 
endure  the  bad  weather  which  had  been  pre\-ailing,  and 
since  Mr.  Gibson  and  ]\Ir.  Bryant,  with  the  aid  of  the 
three  Eskimos,  had  not  been  able  to  find  any  traces  of 
him  in  the  place  he  was  supposed  to  be.  It  was  there- 
fore resolved  to  n:ake  a  systematic  search  for  him, 
which   was  accordingly  begun   at  once  and  continued 
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almost  witliout  intcrniissioii   for  seven  davs  and  ni"]v 
In   this  hnnt  the   Peary  party,    tlie    relief   expediti.  . 
and  sncli  of  the   crew  of  the  Kile  as  conld   l)c  si)ai\  ' 
participated,   besides   nine    Ivskimos,    who   were  slin,   . 
latcd   to  extra   exertion  by  the  offer  of  rifles  and  dUkm- 
articles  valnable  to  them. 
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CHAPTKR    XV. 

ThK  SlCARCH  FOR  :\IR.  VKRHOI'I'I'.  — How  IT  WAS  CoNDr  :Tl<;i).--I''lVK 

Gi.acii;r    Vai,ij;v.— Traci'S     oi"     tiiiv    Missinc,    Man.  — I'.vi- 

DKNCKS   OK    HIS    Death. — AnAXDOXMICXT   Ol'   THIv    vSKAKCH. 

As  a  bcj^inniiio-,  I^ieut,  Peary,  Mr.  Ciibson,  ]\Ir. 
A.strup  and  four  Kskiiiios  rowed  to  the  Imvc 
Glacier  Valley  and  made  an  exploration  of  it  to  the 
north.  While  they  did  this,  the  Kite  was  taken  to 
Robertson  Ba}-  with  the  relief  party.  Dr.  Cook  and 
five  Eskimos,  to  search  the  south  side  and  work  o\er 
towards  Five  Glacier  Valley,  where  the  first  part\-  had 
been  despatched.  They  first  made  inquiries  of  the 
family  of  Eskimos  living  at  Igloo  Duhomey  without 
learning  anything  of  ]\Ir.  Verhoeff,  and  then  di\ided 
into  two  parties,  one  under  Dr.  Cook  and  the  oth.er 
under  Professor  Heilprin.  Ivach  made  an  exploration 
of  one  of  the  valleys  leading  towards  the  ice-cap  on  the 
south,  which  was  continued  until  early  the  next  morn- 
in<r,  the  Kite  meanwhile  steaming  slowlv  alon<>-  the 
shores.  Captain  Pike  keeping  the  steam  whistle  blowing 
at  reirular  intervals.  The  three  parties  on  shore  crossed 
each  other  before  returning  to  their  respective  .starting- 
points,  and  covered  a  tract  of  territor>'  fully  five  miles 
wide  and  ten  miles  long,  but  without  learning  anything 
of  the  vouns'-  mineralogist. 
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Later  in  tlic  iiiorniii*,^,  the  ship's  civw  havin,i;-  k(.|)t  a 
sharp  lookout  while  the  relief  party  took  a  short  ski  n, 
the  Kite  was  taken  once  more  to  McCorniiek  Il.u  and 
stopped  at  its  head,  where  Lieut.  Peary  was  met  wiili. 
From  him  then  were  learned  the  circumstancc-s  undtr 
which  Mr.  Verhoeff  went  on  his  probably  fatal  jounuv . 
It  appears  that  while  in  Inglefield  Gulf,  Mr.  Wrlioiff 
asked  permission  to  <ro  to  the  Five  Glacier  \^alle\  for 
minerals,  saying  that  he  would  require  but  two  davs  for 
the  work.  Knowinji^  that  the  trip  proposed  was  a  safe 
aiid  very  short  one,  and  that  ]\Ir. Gibson  was  there  hunt- 
ing, Lieut.  Peary  consented  provided  he  would  promise- 
to  return  at  the  time  stated.  ]\Ir.  WThoeff  then  started, 
taking  with  him  three  pounds  of  pemmican,  and  a 
revolver,  with  fifty  cartridges,  besides  his  geological 
hatchet  and  a  bag,  and  a  few  hours  later  met  Mr.  Gibson, 
as  related  in  the  last  chapter. 

From  Lieut.  Peary,  the  relief  party  learned  that 
neither  he  or  those  with  him  had  found  any  traces  of  tlic 
missing  man.  The  anxiety  for  his  safety  now  became- 
greater  than  ever  ;  a  general  consultation  was  held  and 
plans  perfected  for  another  and  systematic  search.  In 
conformity  with  the  plan  which  was  adopted,  Lieut.  Peary 
once  more  entered  the  Five  Glacier  Valley.  Taking, 
twelve  Eskimos,  besides  his  entire  party,  except  Henson 
who,  with  Mrs.  Peary,  remained  at  the  Red  Cliff  House, 
he  extended  them  in  a  straight  line  clear  across  the 
valley  from  side  to  side,  and  advanced  with  them  step 
by    step  along   its  entire  length,   and   over  the   ice-ca]:) 
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and  ta1)k'-land  to  R()l)c'rts()ii  Uax',  each  man  caivfnllv 
searchinj;  the  j^ronnd  for  traces  of  the  niissin<^  one  as 
he  went.  So  minutely  and  thorou<;hly  was  this  done 
that  a  knife  and  handkerchief,  k)St  by  one  of  the  ]iart\- 
the  year  before,  was  found,  but  nothinj^of  Mr.  Verhoeff 
was  observed. 

At  the  same  time  while  the  Peary  party  were  doin^  this 
the  members  of  the  relief  party  made  search  of  a  larj^e 
j^-lacier  at  the  head  of  McCormick  Bay  on  its  southern 
side.  This  was  started  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  not 
concluded  until  the  next  mornin<;^,  and  while  the  partv 
was  out  the  thermometer  fell  below  freeziuji^  point  and  a 
heavy  snow  storm  be<;an,  lastinj^  for  many  hours. 

The  trlacier  explored  has  a  motion  of  several  feet  a 
day,  and  as  it  extends  some  distance  into  the  bay,  that 
portion  of  it  w\as  broken  up  into  terrible  crevasses  of 
i^reat  width  and  depth,  and  the  ice  composing-  it  at 
that  place  heaved  and  piled  up,  until  it  resembled  a 
t^roup  of  white  marble  mountains.  Further  up,  the 
ice  was  hummocky,  with  little  lakes  and  streams  of 
water,  but  there  were  few  crevasses,  and  these  not  of  a 
very  danj^erous  character.  The  j^lacier  is  seven  or  ei_<;ht 
miles  \o\v^y  and  three  or  four  branch  ^^laciers  empty  into 
it,  but  without  the  usual  tremendous  tearing;  up,  the 
upheavals  j^ivin.q;  the  main  body  the  appearance  of 
frozen  sea  weaves. 

This  o^lacier  was  searched,  because  it  was  thouj;ht 
possible  that,  by  chance,  ^Ir.  Verhoeff  migh'.  have 
returned     to     ]\Ir.     Oil)son\s     camp,     and      finding     it 
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abandoned  and  no  boat  left  there  for  him,  had  dccidid  n- 
make  his  way  to  the  Red  CliiT  Ilonse  by  land.  If  so,  ihi.- 
body  of  ice  was  in  his  jxith  homeward.  What  madi  ii 
more  probal)le  that  he  shonld  h'lve  determined  on  lakinu' 
so  dangerous  a  ronte  was,  that  he  had  accomplished  iIk 
feat  of  crossin,n  the  same  .^lacier  dnrinj;-  the  winter,  when 
it   was  covered  deep  with  snow. 

When  the  relief  party  retnrned  to  the  ship  for  sleep. 
Captain  Pike  sent  his  first  officer,  Mr.  Mnrphy,  wiili 
several  of  the  crew  to  explore  the  table-land  on  the  east 
of  tlie  _i;lacier,  as  well  as  the  .L^orj^e  leadin,^-  to  the  ice- 
cap. These  remained  ont  nntil  evenin.i;,  when  Professor 
Ileilprin  took  another  parts'  and  explored  the  north  side 
of  the  same  _nlacier  they  had  traveled  over  the  ni<.;ht  before 
wdiilc  Mr.  Median  with  two  men  made  a  clo.se  .search 
of  the  easterly  shore  of  McCormick  Hay,  from  thence 
towards  the  Red  Cliff  Honse,  a  distance  of  nine  miles, 
the  remainder  havin^-  been  previonsly  covered.  Neither 
party  retnrned  nntil  the  next  mornin.t;-,  vSnnday,  An<.,ni,st 
21.  vShortly  after  they  came  back,  Lient.  Pearv  too 
retnrned  from  his  exploration,  of  the  FivcCrlacier  \'alle\'. 

I'ntil  now,  tlie  fifth  da\"  of  the  search,  bnt  little 
thon.^ht  had  been  entertained  by  any  one  of  a  fatal 
accident  having;-  happened  to  Mr.  Verhocff,  bnt  the  care- 
fn.l  ex])loration  of  the  Five  (Vlacier  \'alley,  of  the  _Liiacier 
at  the  head  of  McCormick  P>ay  and  its  approaches,  as 
well  as  the  sonth  shores  of  the  1)a\-  to  the  Red  Cliff 
llonse,  witl'iont  any  resnlts,  cansed  the  <;Tavest  conclu- 
sions to  be  drawn,  and  a  belief  that  he  was  dead  began 
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to  Ik-  fxpRssfd.  WvLTlhclt'Ss,  llit'  st-arch  was  i)U;-lR'(i,  if 
anythiii};,  even  iiioiv  vi^^oronsly.  Mr.  Aslnip  and  Mr. 
( libsor,,  with  some  of  tlii-  Ivskinios,  win-  sent  onci'  uiorc 
throUj^h  the  iMve  (ilacier  \'alle\-,  with  directions  to 
tra\'el  all  the  way  to  the  shores  of  Robertson  !)a\  and 
explore    the    approaches     thereto     thoroni^hly.        Lieut. 


ICKBKRG  OFP"  ROHKRTSOX   HAY. 

Peary,  with  Dr.  Cook  and  the  remainder  of  the  Ivski- 
nios,  tO(d-:  the  Juu'/Ii  and  expk)re(l  the  north  shore  of 
]\IcCorniick  \\i\\  to  Cape  Robertson,  and  the  south  shore 
of  Robertson  Way  to  a  threat  "lacier  which  empties 
into  it  at  its  head.  Then  the  A'i/c  wa,.  once  more  taken 
to  the  same  bay,  stopping-  only  a  short  time  at  the  Red 
ClifT  House  in  order  that  a  statement  of  the  ill  success 


I 


■    I 


I  i 


V::M: 


i  ^ 


r. 


\- 


\    : 


i     ■!' 


\ 


% 


I     I 


\m 


iir 


>  ii: 


ill, 


1'^; 


^t:  in  ARCTIC  S/L is. 

of  the  search,  t'.ms  far,  ini,L;lit  be  made  lo  Airs.  IVarw 
111  Robertson  I'ay  Lieut.  Peary  vvas  iiRt  aiul  taken  (ni 
lioard,  and  tluMi,  all  hands  bein^'  worn  out  from  nian\ 
honvs'  continnons  work,  a  short  period  was  taken  lor 
sleep. 

Ivirly  on  the  following  inornini;-,  the  sixth  (la\  u\ 
the  search,  it  was  resol\-ed  to  explore  the  ^reat  glacier 
at  the  head  of  Robertson  I!ay,  Lient.  IV'ar\'s  jiartx 
takin,i;' the  south  side  and  Professor  IIeilj)rin  lIr'  nortli 
side.  This  w:is  at  10.30.  Ai/e-i't  three  hoars  later  the 
two  parties  met  in  the  middle  of  the  i^reat  .;;laciir.  and 
Lieut.  Peary's  sad  *ace  presai;ed  nm-.Liconie  news.  In 
a  few  ^vords  he  related  that  traces  nad  been  fonml  b\ 
!\Ir.  (ribson  of  Mr.  Wadioeff,  which  indicated  lluit  mi- 
fortnnale  man's  amiost  certain  death.  The  first  sii^ns 
were  footjirints,  undoubtedl\-  Mr.  Wadioeff's,  and,  acc^rd- 
\\\'^  to  the  nnaninions  opinion  of  the  h'.skinios  who 
followed  tl;ein  np,  they  had  been  made  on  or  about  the 
same  day  he  had  been  last  seen  b\-  Mr.  (:ibson.  rinse 
footprints  led  aloiii;'  the  south  shore  of  Robertson  P>a\-, 
;iiid  were  sometimes  im))riiited  in  mud  and  soiiK'tinies 
on  the  fot)t  ice.  A  few  feet  below  tlie  ])oiiit  where  {\\v 
.south  _L.'i;rL;e  between  the  cliffs  and  the  ;.;lacierat  the  head 
of  the  l)a\-  ojiened  into  the  shore  of  the  ba\-  its>.lf,  there 
were  found  iieatl\'  piled  on  ;i  rock  a  number  of 
minerals  which  bcu'e  the  marks  ot  a  hammer  and  here 
and  tlicre  the  blue  from  a  corned  beef  or  peinniic;ni 
can.  I)"si(U-  ^^l^m  were  also  fonr.d  a  small  scrap  of  blue 
pa^  jr,   possibh'   torn    from  the   same   can,   and  a  small 
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piece  of  string.  Just  beyond  is  a  short  bnt  steep  nionnd 
of  stones,  sand,  nind  and  ice,  which  led  to  tlie  gorge 
above.  Here  apparently  Mr.  \'erhoeir  had  attempted  to 
climb,  bnt  had  slipped  back  to  the  base,  for  there  were 
marks  in  the  mass  which  indicated  this.  To  the  right 
was  another  sloj^e  to  the  gorge  not  so  difficnlt  of  ascent. 
Jnst  above  this  Mr.  WM-hoefPs  footsteps  were  again 
identified,  and  here  and  there  one  was  fouiid  leading  for 
some  distance  along  the  gorge  beside  a  stream,  and 
then  np  the  side  of  the  sonth  lateral  moraine  towards 
an  awfnl  crevasse,  and  here  all  traces  of  the  missing  man 
were  lost. 

In  spite  of  this  depressing  news,  search  was  continned 
with  avidit)-,  Lient.  Peary  and  those  with  him  crossing 
the  tracks  of  the  Heilprin  party  to  the  north  side  where 
the\-  made  a  lomr  and  carefnl  examination  of  the  uorire 
running  east  and  west.  The  other  jxu'ty  picked  their 
way  between  and  aronnd  numerous  crex^asses  to  the 
centre  of  the  glacier  and  thence  up  to  its  junction  with 
a  large  body  of  ice  which  flov.'cd  into  it  from  the  north, 
where  the  gorges  running  east  and  north  were  closely 
gone  over.  Retreating  from  this  i)lace  the  part\-  worked 
their  way  little  by  little  toward  the  lower  part  of  the 
south  side.  On  account  of  the  increasing  number  and 
bad  character  of  the  cre\-asscs  as  the  discharging  point 
of  the  glacier  was  approached,  this  task  was  only  ac- 
complished after  many  hours'  painful  work.  At  length, 
however,  the  south  gorge  was  come  n])on  and  junction 
made  with  Mr.  (libson,  Mr.  .Vslruj)  and   Dr.  Cook. 
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Tills  ,L;lacier,  wliicli,  from  cvcvn-  indication.  li;i,l 
claimed  a  human  sacrifice,  is  a  remarkable  one  in  niau\ 
\va>-s.  Imposin.i;-  in  its  own  InxU',  it  is  snrronndud  1)\ 
scener>-  unexampled  in  (ireenland  for  ])ietures(iur  fea- 
tures and  <;raiideur.  It  empties  direetK-  into  tlic  lieail 
of  Robertson  IJax ,  where  the  ,i;Taiiite  rocks  which  bound 
it,  crimsoned  by  lichens,  tower  in  j;reat  jieaks  and  pin- 
nacles to  hei^i^hts  of  more  than  4000  feet,  and  where 
cliffs  show  unbroken  fronts  for  a  thousand  or  more  feet 
sheer  from  the  water's  ed<;e. 

The  _<;lacier  is  evidently  a  rapidly  nioviui;-  one,  and 
wliere  it  plunj^es  into  the  bay  shows  a  wall  of  ice  nearly 
if  not  quite  100  feet  hi*;h,  broken  into  countless  ja,i;;!4e<l 
confi<^uratioiis.  Its  total  Icnt^th  from  the  ne\e  basin, 
into  which  the  inland  ice  pours  the  supply  for  its 
sustenance,  is  perhaps  ei.^ht  miles,  and  its  width  at  its 
most  extended  part  five  miles,  while  its  discharging 
point  is  not  more  than  three  in  a  straii^ht  line  and  five 
ill  its  arc. 

Into  the  main  stream  three  or  four  j^laciers  of  more 
than  ordinary  si/e  empty  at  almost  re.uular  distances 
apart,  tearinj;'  it  up  into  wild  confusion  for  many  hun- 
dred yards.  At  the  juncture  of  one  of  these  anus  and 
the  priiici])al  j^lacier  there  rises  a  nia_L;nificent  nunatak, 
or  mountaiii  peak,  projectini:;-  above  the  eternal  snow 
and  ice.  The  face  of  this  nunatak  is  broken  and 
seamed  with  numerous  ledi^es  where  vegetation  ha> 
gained  a  foothold  to  a  surprisin<;'  extent.  .\bo\e  thick 
carpets  of  i;reen  moss,  dandelions,  ])oteiitillas,  buttercups 
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an 


(1    poppies    rested    like    dr()])s     of    i^old 


on    cniera 


Id. 


Anions-  them  were  nuiny  other  flowers  inostlx'  nn- 
faniiliar,  but  tlie  Pra/xi,  or  whitekiw  j^rass,  and  tlie 
chickweed  smiled  witli  their  familiar  snow-white  blos- 
soms amonj;-  the  Arctic  stran<^crs. 

The  bed  of  the  valley  over  which   the  main   <;lacicr 
flows  is  evidentlv  of  an  undulatimr  nature,  for  throuii'li- 


ou 


t  its  entire  length  the  ice  is  in  hills  and  ridsjes,  result 


in<;  in  tremendous  crevasses  extending;'  in  every  direc- 
tion, which,  as  the  dischari^int^  point  is  reached,  become 
so  luimerous  and  awful  that  the  ice  not  bn)ken  stands  in 
immense  cones  and  ridj^es,  over  and  amonj;-  which  no 
man  could  possibly  pass. 

These  crevasses  are  of  unknown  depth,  reaching 
probably  to  the  bottom  of  the  glacier  a  hundred  or  more 
feet  below  the  surface.  They  are  the  more  treacherous 
and  dangerous  from  the  unusual  number  of  snow  bridges 
which  span  them.  These  snow  bridges  co\-er  the  top  of 
a  crevasse,  hiding  it  from  \-iew  and,  liaxing  almost  the 
same  color  as  the  abutting  ice.  appear  solid  and  safe  to 
step  njion.  It  is  only  the  trained  eye  that  can  distin- 
guish their  sliglitU'  whiter  tint,  and  a  thrust  of  an 
alpenstock  will  r"\-eal  their  dangerous  character.  These 
snow  bridges  may  be  a  foot  thick  or  the\"  ma\'  be  si.x 
feet,  but  they  are  all  equally  perilous.  vSooner  or  later 
the  unfortunate  who  attem])ts  to  tra\erse  them  must  go 
llirt)Ugh,  and  then,  unless  he  is  tied  by  a  roi)e  to  a  com- 
l>anion,  there  is  no  pi^ssible  chance  of  him  escaping  a 
liorril)le  death. 


if 


i;J: 

t     i 

1 

^  '■  i 

"r 

' 

h 


1 4 
•J 


> 

'  i 

i 

y; 

\ 

, 

( 

I 

f'M 

('  i :  i  'I-     ,  I 


J  )' 


t    I 


'     ■  i 


i''       I 


it 

ii 


I 


,ll 


418 


/yV  ARCTIC  SEAS. 


It  was  to  tlie  worst  possible  s])ot  in  the  whole  glacier, 
where  the  ice  seemed  to  have  been  rent  and  torn  into 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  fra.i^nients,  that  the  toot- 
steps  of  ]\Ir.  Verhoefif  led  from  the  lateral  moraine  on 
the  south  side, and  from  here  no  sij^ns  of  his  liavin<>  re- 
treated were  found. 

It  was  nearly  midnij^ht  on  Am^ust  22,  the  day  on 
which  these  traces  of  Mr.  Verhoeff  were  found,  when  all 
the  parties,  includin<i^  the  Eskimos,  returned  to  the  Kite 
and  took  a  much  needed  rest.  This  was  the  first  time 
since  the  search  was  begun  tliat  at  least  one  partN-  was 
not  engaged  in  it.  But  not  only  were  the  members  of 
both  expeditions  worn  out,  but  the  Eskimos  themselvLs 
showed  signs  of  the  strain  which  had  been  put  upon 
them. 

In  the  morning,  after  a  consultation,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  make  one  more  search.  Mr.  (jibson  antl  a 
number  of  Eskimos  were  sent  back  to  the  glacier  at  the 
head  of  Robertson  Ikiy  ;  Dr.  Cook,  with  ^Ir.  Astrnj),  to 
a  glacier  on  the  north  side  vS  the  bay  and  to  the  west 
of  the  one  Mr.  (ribson  had  gone  to,  while  the  relief 
party  divided  into  two  sections,  one  under  Professor 
Heilprin  to  explore  the  approaches  to  still  another 
glacier  further  to  the  west,  and  the  other  section  under 
I\Ir.  P)r)'ant,  to  examine  the  coast  line  from  this  lasl 
body  of  ice  and  a  valley  leading  to  the  Igloo  Dnhomey. 
They  traveled  over  the  ground  assigned  to  them  respec- 
tively all  day,  but  with  no  further  results,  and  witli 
heavy     hearts     finally     the     unanimous     opinioii     was 
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expressed  that  further  seareh  was  useless,  aud  the  order 
was  oiveu  to  take  the  AV/c  once  uiore  to  !\IeCoruiick 
Bay  to  make  preparations  for  leavinj;-  Arctic  waters. 

To  i)rovide,  however,  for  tlie  sli.^ht  chance  that  Mr. 
\'erhoefr  niij^lit  l)e  alive,  the  A'/'/c  was  stopped  at  Cape 
Robertson  and  one  year's  provisions  cached  on  a  promi- 
nent spot  and  letters  for  him  written  and  ,ni\-en  to  the 
Lyskinios  in  case  he  should  turn  u]).  The  ship  was  t!ien 
oot  ."  tier  wa\',  and  a  little  before  midnii^ht  was  anchored 
in  -•     .     ^   ihe  Red  Cliff  House. 
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C  H  A  V  T  IC  R    XVl. 

LlvAVINC    McCoRMICK    I5.\V. — S()RK(  )\VIN(;     N'aTI  Vi;S.  — Nl'.A  l<  I.V    Ici.- 

HoiNi).— A  Hi;.\K  Kii,m:i).— Arkivai,  at  C.odiiavn, — Vanki.i. 
DooDi.ic  IX  (>ri;i;m<and.— An  Airoka. 

TIII^  next  day,  as  soon  as  the  niorninjj;-  meal  was 
disjwscd  of,  all  haste  was  made  to  .i^a^t  the  w- 
mainintr  traps  stowed,  a  speedy  departnre  beint;  now 
imperative  in  order  to  avoid  bein<;  can.t^ht  in  the  iee,  a 
])Ossibility  which  was  daily  developinj^-  into  a  certaiiil\ . 
The  remaininj^  five  of  the  do<>s  whicli  had  accompanied 
Lient.  Peary  and  Mr.  Astrnp  on  their  inland  ice  jonriKx 
were  taken  on  board  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Unikd 
States,  as  well  as  "Jack,"  one  of  the  two  Xewfonndlaiid 
doti;s  that  had  accompanied  the  expedition  the  })re\i()n> 
year.  The  other  doj;- of  the  same  species,  "Frank," 
was  left  l)ehind  and  <^iven  to  Kqna,  who  had  taken  a 
fancy  to  him,  a  feelin_^-  which  the  animal  apparenlh 
reciprocated.  For  three  or  four  honrs  the  Ijoats  wcix- 
kept  plying-  between  the  shore  and  the  A'//c  wiili 
the  stores  left  over  from  the  past  winter  and  with  lla- 
rich  collections  of  ethnoloj^y  and  natnral  history  whicli 
had  been  made  by  the  North  Cireenland  Ivxpedition. 
At  length,  by  one  o'clock,  there  was  nothing  left  to 
do  bnt  take  leave  of  the  good-natnred,  kind-hearlcd 
natives. 
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Until  this  moiiicnt  the  thoui^hts  of  dcjiartuiv  from 
McCormick  I>ay  on  the  homeward  trij)  had  had  no  other 
than  i)leasant  associations,  l)nt  now  that  tlie  honr  had 
come  none  conld  help  a  feelin*;-  of  re_i,M-et.  This  feelinjj;- 
was  shared,  as  their  actions  betrayed,  by  the  nati\es. 
Instead  of  rnnninjj;-  abont  lanj^hino-  and  chatterinj^^,  as 
was  their  wont,  they  stood  aronnd  in  little  <2;ron])s,  and 
Kqna,  the  brij;htest  and  jolliest  of  the  whole  settlement, 
who  had  donned  in  honor  of  the  occasion  a  dirt\-  white 

r.'--^;  shirt    and    an    old 


V, 


coat  oriven  him   by 

one  of   the    party, 

was  forced   to  tnrn 

away     more     than 

once    to    hide    the 

tears  which  j^ushed 

from    his    eyes     in 

spite  of  his  efforts 

to     the     ccMitrary, 

and  he  nttered   his 

two   iMio'lish   sentences,    "What's  de  matter   wid  \e," 

and    ''What  )e    call  him,"  with    only    half  his    usnal 

aplomb. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  tonchinj^  incidents  of  the 
leave-takin<;'  was  wlien  ?^Ia<;ipso,  one  of  the  women, 
called  the  only  married  man  on  the  relief  part\-  into 
her  tnpic,  and,  with  tears  streaminj;-  down  her  face, 
handed  him  two  miniatnre  water-bnckets  made  of  seal- 
skin, which  shebronght  forth  from  nnder  a  pile  of  skins 
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on  the  ground,  and  niadi'  liini  luuk-rsland  tlity  \v(  iv  i". ,• 
liis  two  "pickaninnies"  al  home-.  The  riUuii  i^ift.s  (,| 
tliinihles  for  herself  and  her  lilllu  oiks,  howixiv, 
brought  back  the  smiles,  and  she  went  forth  from  \.\w 
tujjie  exhibiting  them  to  the  other  women,  to  thcii  tiu  \ 
and  jealousy. 

I)y-an(l-hy  a  boat  lieaviK'  laden  left  the  shi])  and  \v;i> 
rowed  towards  the  house.  .Ml  of  the  "huskies'"  or 
Eskimo  men  were  drawn  u]>  in  line  on  the  shore  and 
near  i)\- stood  all  the  wouien  sa\'e  one — a  child-wife  who 
was  lying  ill  in  her  tupic.  When  the  boat  touclicd  ilu- 
land,  a  great  shout  went  up  from  the  natives,  and  llkii 
sorrow  for  our  going  \-anished  instantly,  for  heai)e(l  up 
in  it  were  bundles  of  poles,  iron  spear  heads,  iron  pots, 
.spoons,  scissors,  knives,  saws,  hatchets,  cleavers,  and 
many  other  articles  highly  pri/,  .  by  them.  Their  jov 
was  unbounded  as  these  things  were  di\'ided  among 
them,  share  and  share  alike,  except  the  child-wife,  who, 
because  she  was  sick,  was  the  recijiient  of  nuu!\-  addi- 
tional gifts  from  individual  members  of  the  jtartx. 
Then  Lieut.  Peary  cau.sed  their  nearly  full  cuj)  of  happi- 
ness to  overflow,  by  presenting  the  entire  settlement  willi 
the  Red  Cliff  House,  on  condition  that  they  should  not 
tear  it  down  that  winter — a  condition  they  readily 
agreed  to. 

At  this  point  a  shrill  whistle  from  the  Kite  notified 
the  parties  on  shore  that  the  hour  for  departure  had 
come,  and  with  that  moment  the  evidences  of  grief  on 
the  part  of  the  natives  were  again  manifested  and  with 
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re(h)iil)k(l  force.  The  white  people  no  less  were  mo\e(l. 
Ivver\-  one  was  shaken  by  the  hand,  and  then  with 
shouts  of  farewell  the  members  of  the  two  expeditions 
sprang-  into  tlu'  waitin.n  boat  and  were  rowed  to  the 
ship.  A  few  minntes  later  she  steamed  slowh'  out  of 
the  bav  with  the  American  tlau"  lloalinij  at  her  masthead 


NATIVI';   \V()M.\N    OK   OODH.WN. 

and  her  whistle  blowinj^-  londly   and   continnonsly,  and 
soon  the  Red  Cliff  House  faded  out  of  si^ht. 

Just  after  passing-  Xortlnnnberland  Island,  ten  miles 
south  of  McCormick  I>ay,  the  travelers  were  made 
aware  by  Captain  Pike  how  close  had  been  their  esca])c 
from  beinj^  compelled  to  spend  the  winter  in  the  Arctic 
re<.^ions,  and  the  force  of  the  skipper's  remark  that  a  day 
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or  two's  (Iflay  would  Iku'c  bfi'ii  fiioiiLili  was  paiiifullx 
c'X'idfiit,  for  a  j^tvat  fifld  of  old  ice  c'ciiK'uU'd  to'-cllur 
with  youiii;  icL'  iK'arl\-  thrct-  inclRs  thick  wa^  cu- 
couiitcrcd. 

It  had  been  Trofcssor  Ilcilpriirs  iiitciition  on  lca\in"- 
McConnick  \\a\  to  stop  at  all  the  native  settleiiienl> 
])etwc'en  that  i)lacc  and  Cape  York  and  distribute  ilic 
nifts  still  rcinainin<^,  and  to  make  search  at  Cape  York 
for  the  iron  mountain  containin.ij;- the  native  iron  wliicli 
the  Ivskimos  use  to  strike  fire  from,  but  this  vouul;  ice  put 
a  (piietus  on  these  plans  and  all  s]U'ed  had  to  be  made 
southward.  The  Kite  entered  Melville  \\a\  on  the 
afternoon  of  Auj;-ust  25,  and  in  fifty-ei^nht  hours  was 
safely  out  of  it,  havin,^^  met  with  nothin,^-  but  thin  and 
rotten  ice,  throu<;h  which  she  made  her  wa\-  without 
difficulty.  liefore  passin^i;-  the  confines  of  the  ba\-, 
however,  the  relief  party  secured  what  the  members  had 
been  lon,t*'inj.;-  for  from  the  moment  the\-  entered  Arctic 
v/aters — a  polar  l)ear. 

When  first  seen,  the  animal  was  not  more  than  ludfa 
mile  awa\",  sittin*^'  on  a  larj^e  cake  of  ice,  looking-  at  tlie 
N'cssel,  and  such  was  the  cnriosit\'  of  the  foolish  beast 
that  he  allowed  it  to  approach  within  a  hundred  yards 
before  takin<;'  alarm  ;  then  he  turned  to  make  off,  but  his 
resolution  came  too  late.  He  ran  for  the  water  to  :n:ike 
>40od  his  escape,  and  had  almost  succeeded  in  reacliiuL; 
the  end  of  the  cake,  when  the  party  fired  at  the  word  of 
command,  and  he  fell  pierced  by  several  bullets.  His 
vitality  was  such,  however,  that  it  re(|uire(l  two  or  tl-.rce 
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more  shots  to  compass  liis  death  and  secure  for  the 
Academy  (jf  Natural  Sciences  a  fine  skin  and  furnish 
the  table  of  the  Kite  with  tender  bear  steaks. 

Leavin^i;-  Melville  Bay  the  Kilr  steamed  directly  for 
Wai<;ate  vStraits,  which  separates  Disko  Island  from 
Greenland  prober,  arrivin<^  there  on  Au<;ust  29.  vShe 
stopped  at  a  place  called  Atanekerdluk,  where  a  seam  of 
coal  crops  out  about  11 00  feet  above  sea  le\-el  which  is 
reputed  very  rich  in  fossils.  A  few  hours'  search  secured 
for  the  expedition  a  ma<;'ni{ic(Mit  collection  and  then  the 
Kill'  proceeded  to  (iodhavn,  where  she  arrived  the  next 
mornin<^,  Au<;ust  30. 

The  reception  of  the  two  expeditions  at  this  place  was 
as  heart)'  as  could  be  desired,  and  in  the  ex-eninj;-  they 
iittended  a  dance  given  by  tlie  Eskimos,  where  they 
waltzed  and  polkaed  with  the  ICskinio  women  as 
partners.  The  affair  took  place  in.  the  large  workshop  of 
the  settlement;  the  shavings,  work  benclus,  etc.,  had 
been  pusiied  to  one  side  to  gi\-e  i)lenty  of  space  f(tr  the 
dancers.  Three  tallow  candles  lit  u])  the  room  iaintly, 
-ind  I>;iuel,  ti.e  faithful  interpreter,  who  on  account  of 
his  journey  noiUi  had  become  a  grert  man  at  Disko,  was 
master  of  ceremonies.  Two  fiddles  i, nd  an  accordion 
furnished  the  music,  and  the  nind)le  feet  ol"  tlu-  nati\-e 
women  did  the  rest  to  infeci  all  wilh  the  dancing;  m;ini;i. 
Most  of  the  airs  ])layt(l  were  Danish,  but  ihe  explorers 
wef"  awakened  to  ;!Stonisliment  when  tliey  heard  tlie 
fan'.iliar  tune  of  ''  Money  Musk,''  and  when  la'u'r  on  the 
band  suddenly  struck  up  ''  Yankee  Doodle"  the\  bvoke 
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out  inlo  patriotic  cheers.  And  lirre  tlicy  wtu-  in 
land  wlicrc  main-  oftlicir  friends  at  lionie  l)elic\i-,l  tlu  ■ 
were  wanderin.L;-  al)()ut  in  niiser\-,  enwlojK'd  in  f,,,-s  •,, 
keep  out  an  nnreoisterable  decree  of  cold,  and  eatiu  ■ 
blubber  and  tallow  candles  to  sustain  lifr,  dancin-  witli 
open  windows,  in  their  shirt-sleeves,  and  with  profusclx 
pcrsi)irino-  brows.  The  contrast  between  tlic  iniaL;inar\ 
and  the  real  was  e\treniel\-  hnniorons.  Aft^r  the  danei- 
a  daintv  luncheon  was  served  at  the  honsc^  of  ilx'  in- 
spector of  (iodluun. 

On    vSepteniber    i,    the    party    bade  farewell    to    thcir 
friends  at  (iodhavn,  includin,<^-  Daniel,  who  carried  out  :i 
pre\-iousl\-  expressed  intention  *Uo  nnich  cr\-  when   sin'p 
o-o,"  and  started  for  ( bxlthaab,  the  capital  of  theSonth- 
ern  Insi)ectorate  of  ( Ireenland.      'j'hc  journe\-  thither  was 
without   special  incident,  save  one  ;   this  was  a  spkiidid 
disi)la>-  of  the  aurora  on  the   nio-ht  of  Septenihcr   2.      It 
be.n^an     in    the   northwest    and    swept    with     niarvelons 
rapidit\-  across  the  sky  in  a  waving-  luniinons  cloud  of 
\ellowish    white,    until    it    formed    a    perfect    arch,   ex- 
tendin.t;-   from   horizon   to   horizon,  and  a])parentl\-  oxxr- 
han.!4-in.L;-  the  shij).      I-roni  this  arch  shot  out  nniiads  of 
white   shafts,  with    lure  and    llirre  one  of  pink   and  of 
red.      After  a  lime  it  slowlx  faded  awa\-,  onh-  to  rrap]Kar 
in   a   new   and   ccpial'y  enchantiuL^   f>rm,  wlim,  starlin;' 
a,«;;iin   in   the   northwest,  and   lakin-  the   -mie  direction 
as    b-fore,  it  assumed    the    form    of  a    -veal  diaphan.-as 
curtain,  han^'in--    from    ihe   lieawns   in    i:ian\-  .-^lacefnl, 
rile  display  lasti^'d  for  hours. 
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C.oDTiiAAB.    -'I'liic    ()i,ii    X()KSim!;n.     A \    IlsKiMo    N I :\vsi'Ari;K. — 
1'aui:\vi;i.i,  to   CrKi; i;m,ani). 

EARIA'  ill  IIk-  iiiorniii;^  tlif  A'//r  was  a'>cain  of 
vScniKisiil,  one  of  tlic  aliiiosl  iniiuiiicnibk'  islands 
which  lie  off  the  west  eoasl  of  vSonthern  (ireenl-md,  and 
\-er\'  soon  after  passed  Xew  vSnkkeitop.  Xtw  vSnkkerto]) 
is  i)r;ictically  a  i^ii^antic  rock  rising;-  j)reci])itonsly  and 
almost  ])erpcnvlicularl\'  more  than  ^noo  feet  out  of  the 
sea,  its  hij^li  ])eak,  with  slightly  ronniiid  toji,  ,n'i\'in_<;-  it  a 
strikiiiiL;'  esend)lance  to  a  hni^e  sn^^ar  loaf,  and  lending;- a 
sini^nkir  api)ropriateness  to  the  name.  Roii^h  and  deso- 
late as  the  place  a])])ears,  it  holds  (piite  a  colony  oi 
''filial,"  as  it  is  called  in  Danish  official  laii^na^e,  of 
l"<skimos  from  (lodthaal).  Xew  vS'ikkertop  is  an  im- 
]-)ortant  landmark  for  Arctic  na\i.L;ators,  thons^h  the\- 
^■i\-e  it  a  wide  berth  on  account  of  the  danj^erons  char- 
acter of  the  coast. 

A  few  hours  later  the  AVA'  arrived  off  (  rodthaah.  .\ 
kajaker  put  olf  from  shore  and  caiiK'  aboard  to  i)ilot  hci 
thron^h  tlie  dan.'crons  chaniK'ls  to  the  harbor  or  ship's 
ha\'en,  bnt  Irst  informir.!^  her  passen,L;ers  confidentially, 
aiul    with    an    air    of    importance    which     he    probably 
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(Icenic'd  fittiii,^-  iIr-  occasion,  thai  llicv  vonld  iioi  h, 
allowed  to  land  because  of  llic  Danish  law.  Tin.  liilarii'. 
which  ^reeled  this  annonnccnicnt  d.isconccrtc-d  hini 
not  a  little,  bnt  the  aina/enient  his  face  expressed  wa-- 
trnl\'  comical  when,  on  recei\in,Li  Professor  IIeil|)riu'-^ 
credentials,  the  ^oN-ernor  and  his  priwite  seeretar\-  eanir 
on  board  and  welcomed  the  party  iu  the  most  coi'diai 
manner. 

(rodthaab,  althon.L^h  one  of  the  lari^^est  settlc'menl>  of 
Sonth  ( rreenland,  is  perhaps  less  known  to  tlu'  ont>id'.' 
world  _^eneralh"  than  any  other  ])lace  in  the  Arctic  re<jions, 
bein^L;-  far  sonth  of  the  \vhalin_L;-  t^ronnds  of  the  Xcw- 
fonndland  whalers  and  entirely  ont  of  their  conrse.  ( )n 
the  other  hand  it  is  many  miles  abo\e  Ivi.i;tnk,  the  (»id\ 
other  ]H)int  in  (rreenland  more  or  less  frec|nentl\-  visited 
!)>■  foreign  \-essels,  which  come  there  tor  cr\-olite. 

(iodtluud)  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlements  in  (ireen- 
land.  Its  history  j^oes  back  nearh'  a  thonsand  \ears, 
when  a  Xorse  colony  was  planted  a  few  miles  from  the 
present  site  and  flonrished  for  a  centnry  or  so,  nntil  the 
colonists  were  exterminated  b\'  a  tribe  of  sa\-a:.4es. 
These  sava*;es,  who  are  siip])osed  by  many  to  ha\e  been 
the  ancestors  of  the  present  inoffensi\-e  I^skimos,  are  b<,- 
lie\ed  to  have  comeoN'cr  from  the  .\merican  shore-,  which 
the\-  ]M-obabl\'  followed  northward  to  .Smith  .Sound, 
where  the\'  crossed  o\-er  to  (ireeidand  ;  for  the  legend  is 
that  thev  came  from  the  Xorth.  In  their  career  the\- 
killed  all  and  destro\-ed  ewry  x'csti^e  of  the  Xorsenien, 
who,    it    is    believed,    were   np    to    that    uniL'    the   only 
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inhabitants  (jf  tliat  bleak  island  ct)ntinL'nt.  A  iVw  ruins 
of  the  old  Xorsc  colon)-,  it  is  said,  are  still  standing- 
some  miles  from  the  present  town. 

The  present  settlement  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the 
ocean  front,  and  harbored  from  the  fierce  Arctic  storms 
by  the  many  islands  which  skirt  the  coast  and  extend  in 
numerous  ^roups  some  miles  out  into  the  sea.  The 
luu'bcn"  is  behind  the  tontji-ne  of  land  on  which  the  town 
is  situated,  in  the  fiord,  h'int;-  between  it  and  the  main 
coast. 

It  was  at  this  ])laee  that  Xansen  and  his  comi^anions 
enier<^ed  from  the  inland  ice,  after  havinj;-  successfully 
accomplished  the  feat,  ne\'er  before  attempted,  of  cross- 
in<^  Greenland  from  coast  to  coast.  Theirs  was  the  only 
recorded  instance  of  any  systematic  exploration  of  the 
terrors  of  the  ice-cap  until  the  ])erformance  was  outdone 
b\-  the  successful  crossin<^  and  recrossin_i;-  of  the  same  in 
much  higher  latitudes  by  Lieut.  Peary  and  Mr.  Astrup. 
Having  had  a  slight  experience  of  the  nature  of  that 
white  desolation,  we  could  well  appreciate  the  feeling  of 
relief  and  joy  described  b}-  Xansen  when  he  and  his 
companions  once  again  felt  the  soft  green  moss  of  the 
coast  under  their  feet  instead  of  the  hard,  gritty,  frozen 
snow  through  which  for  many  weary  weeks  they  had 
been  trudging.  How  they  rolled  in  the  moss  and 
capered  over  its  elastic  surface  like  bo>s  just  released 
from  school.  It  was  at  Crodtluiab,  too,  that  the  Xansen. 
party  were  obliged  to  remain  over  the  winter  i8(S8-\S9, 
havnig    arrived    too    late    to    go    in     the    last    ship    tor 
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Copcnhaj^-en .  At  tlie  SuiidaN's  dance,  which  thu  whole 
party  attended,  we  saw  tlie  I^skinio  maiden  whose  hearl- 
rendin<^  farewell  from  one  of  Nansen's  Laplanders,  the 
loqnaeious  IJalto,  is  so  linmoronsly  described  1)\-  that  ex- 
plorer. vShe  seemed  to  have  entirely  recovered  from  tlie 
effects  of  that  heartache  and  looked  plnmp  and  healthy, 
and  her  fat,  round  and  prett\-  face  was  wreathed  in  sniile.s. 

The  settlement  has  more  than  200  inlial)itants, 
all  of  whom,  excepting-  the  Danish  officials,  the  rec- 
tor of  the  chnrch  and  the  doctor,  and  their  res])ective 
families,  are  Eskimos  or  half-breeds.  The  presence  of 
the  Kite  in  the  little  harbor  behind  the  town  attracted 
to  the  shore  probably  all  of  the  Eskimos  in  the  place, 
and  the  men  came  ont,  dartin^^  abont  hither  and  thither 
in  their  jj;-racefnl  kajaks,  entertaining  the  voyaj^ers  with 
exhibitions  of  their  wonderfnl  skill  in  harpoon  and  l)ird- 
spear  throwinj^. 

The  marvelons  dexterity  of  the  Eskimos  of  Southern 
Greenland  in  the  use  of  the  kajak  is  a  matter  of  common 
report,  but  .some  of  the  feats  attributed  to  them  seemed 
so  incredible  tliat  the  .governor,  ]\Ir.  Baumann,  v,as 
apj^ealed  to  by  some  of  the  part\-  as  to  the  truth  of  these 
stories,  (xovemor  Baumann  a.ssured  them  that  they  were 
not  only  true,  but  that  there  w^ere  amon<>-  the  Eskimos  on 
board  two  of  the  most  skillful  kajakers  on  the  coast,  who 
would  be  glad  to  show  their  prowess  if  the  \-isitors  de- 
sired to  witness  it.  The  offer  was  gladly  accepted,  and 
the  two  men,  b\-  direction  of  Mr.  Baumann,  prepared  for 
action.     They  put  on  their  ,seal-skin  jackets  and  gloves. 
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and  tyiiii^  them  in  sncli  a  wa\'  that  they  were  waterproof, 
they  oot  into  their  kajaks  and  paddled  away.  When 
abont  a  linndred  yards  from  the  sliip  tlie>-  stopped  and 
one  of  theni  slowU'  inclined  his  l^ody  to  the  right.  As 
lie  did  so,  the  kajak  rolled  over  nntil  it  was  bottom  side 
np.  For  a  second  or  two  it  remained  in  this  position, 
and  then  it  bej^an  slowly  rollinjj;-  a.gain,  and  in  another 
second,  with  a  flonrish  of  his  paddle,  the  kajaker  had 
ri<rhted  his  craft  and  was  wipinj^  the  salt  water  from  his 
face  and  eyes.  ^Meanwhile  the  other  kajaker  also  over- 
tnrned  his  boat  and  righted  it,  and  did  it  moreover,  two 
or  three  times  without  stopping,  apparently,  for  breath. 

After  they  had  both  repeated  this  performance  many 
times,  one  of  the  kajakers  turned  his  boat  so  that  the 
prow  pointed  towards  the  ship,  and  then  held  it  motion- 
less. While  he  was  doing  this  the  other  backed  off  a 
few  yards  and  then  darted  at  the  first  with  full  speed. 
An  instant  before  he  reached  him  he  threw  himself 
slightly  backward,  raising  the  bow  of  his  boat,  and  it 
sped  rapidly  and  smoothly  over  the  other  and  into  the 
water  again  beyond.  Amid  bursts  of  applause,  they 
returned  to  the  .ship,  where,  after  divesting  themselves 
of  their  water-proof  garments,  they  were  each  rewarded 
with  a  jack-knife,  and  were  regaled,  the  governor  per- 
mitting, with  a  glass  of  hot  schnapps. 

Soon  after  the  whole  party  went  ashore,  and  under  the 
guidance  of  Wx.  Baumann  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  his  pri- 
vate secretary,  were  led  over  the  rocks  and  marshes  to 
the  little  town,  a  mile  or  more  away.      Here  they  were 
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presented    to    Inspector 


-,  and    after  a  sliort    and 


pleasant  chat  with  tliis  official,  who,  as  well  as  ( iowr- 
nor  IJauniann  and  their  respective  families,  sixjke 
iCn.^lish  flnently,  the  party  started  on  a  torrof  the  placL 
nntil  the  hour  for  dinner,  to  which  sonic  had  Ikxm 
pressin<>;ly   invited    by  the  inspector   and  others  bv  the 


<^()\-ernor. 


The  most  pretentious  residence  in  the  place  is  llu- 
one  in  which  the  inspector  and  his  family  dwell,  and  it, 
as  well  as  the  homes  of  the  other  Danish  residents,  is 
well  kept,  with  j^rass-plots  attached,  and  is  surrouiukd 
by  neat  fences.  At  (rodthaab  there  is  an  entire  ab- 
sence of  the  poverty  so  evident  even  at  (iodhavn,  and 
still  more  so  at  Upernavik.  The  one-story  houses  of 
the  natives  all  present  a  neat  appearance  and  are  con- 
structed of  frame,  with  the  sides  banked  up  with  stones 
and  turf,  (xodthaab  also  has  a  street,  with  two  small 
but  neat  bridj^es  spanninj^  streams  which  flow  throuj^di 
the  villa<i[e.  vSome  of  the  houses  of  (xodthaab  are 
built  along  this  street,  which,  thou<^h  narrow,  is  neath- 
kept  ;  but  o^enerally  the  buildin<ys,  as  in  all  other 
Greenland  settlements,  are  scattered  promiscuoush- 
about  to  the  right  and  left,  and  are  approached  b\-  well- 
worn  paths  running  and  crossing  each  other  in  every 
direction. 

The  Eskimos  of  Godthaab,  unlike  their  pagan  kin- 
dred at  Cape  York  and  beyond,  profess  Christianity.  At 
one  end  of  the  street  just  mentioned  stands  the  church 
with  a  tower  and  belfrv.      The  church  has  a  fine   toned 
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Itiiilit:     Kanten-lp    ilaiulo    Nunnma     ukiaitillutik    angala> 
lumtii.—     Kimng^iuMiFunrtiip  onalu^tuai.—     Tainardllnit 


Nansen-ip 

ilais^Io  NQngme  ukisitdl  utik  anga- 
I  a  si>  a  r  D  e  r  e . 


(agdl:  L.  M&llvr.) 

Siorna  npcrnftnie  1889  Atuagagdiiutit  ilaisi- 
gal  Nansen-ikut  sormi'rssiidkut  itivitienerat  ciKar- 
toravko,  OKarpangi  Nungme  ukisitdlii^ik  angala- 
ssaroero  s.ipiogiliuuia  tusardliukiimSrdlugit ,  D).iss;i- 
kilt  ivko  saplt^orjSuit  roanc  uklsitdlutik  angalassar- 
nere  OKalualaritsiariiiarpaka: 

Sioniale  Atuagaj^dliulitigut  agdlauligineKarSr- 
poK  Narisen-e  Sverdrup-ilo  tingerdlautigssiaminer- 
mik  umiatsiaubsiorsiinavdlittik  Amcragdlup  Kingua- 
Dit  Nniigmut  pissut  OrtQparip  uvdiuisa  2-ne.  Ki- 
ngornalo  silardluglartorssi'issoK  ilai  Nnngmit  iimiat- 
liimik  umiauaigllo  aigamikit  OrtQparip  12  silagig- 
sileroiat  aitsat  tikiupait;  taimauo  sulo  apingikat- 
ilattoK . 

NQngmat  pigamik  aTalagfigssamiagaik  irngi- 


naK  DorKaigaluaKaut,  Ivigtuuutdlo  paortitsigaluar* 
put  Fox-imut"  aorKuvdlutik,  ukirivaldlarneralo  pi- 
ssiitigalugo  aiuiiiuiigingmatik  ukiniiialcrput.  Uk:- 
nialeriaramik  prnginaK  Kajanigtiterput,  sanileKute- 
Kanoatalo  Kiiinatik  atorjsniriarloic  piuinassamiugnik 
Kajartuinalerput;  lupiiignaKautdlo  sungiiissilcrtu- 
ssusO,  pingartumik  Nansenip  Kajaic  sunyiuti^lertor- 
p5;  tduna  ernpInaRcajak  saoilcKUtaerupoK.  llaoe 
Nuviropare  najartulcra  KauvoK  usil  silardlugdluna 
K^ncisoriijiig^sQvdlunilo,  taiuiaitOK  asit  Kajartortuc 
aulHauptit;  taimanilo  Ssit  Nanscn-ip  Kajjrtortiit 
malikai  miteniiardliino.  UvdlorssuJK  navllngo  cr- 
ssiminane  Riini-raiiainaramc  agsut  apivoK  sigbaamut 
a^dlnt  dukarnOnitdlune;  iinulcrsoK  Kajartorlut  la- 
marinik  likcrartaata  Nansco-c  kisime  tikiiipilerpoK; 
Kajdrtortut  ilaisa  OKaiiligat  uvdiutildlugo  nordlit  a- 
vat.ino  napisimagaluardlugo,  kimuinardle  nivtailar* 
ssuarmut  Aung.ulordK.  TainaKaine  utarKilcrparpnt; 
tarsinalermat  kisa  dnilangatigilcrparput,  nivtailat- 
patdlaKint;tnat .  aiitdlarrigs.saerusugalugo;  avalivtalo 
nuDBluit  ilanut  pisimagaluarune  ilisarinavidnging- 
magit  tikigtagariiiginamigit.  Tarsivigdiunilo  nig- 
gilcrpoK  criiginaK  ndkissaglilcrdlune  sulile  erssingit- 
soi'ssuvdlune;  taimailingmat  ilaisa  taiuavtalume  i* 
sumaiugilCKiirput;  n&rdlerout  tikisor^lugo  tusarniar- 
tikaluaramiko.  taimak  peK^Dgilas .  — 

PcKdugingmat    ilaisa   umiatsiamik   ujariartorv 
niatum^Tdlugo  pikil«rput;  pikivdlotik  umiataiagssar- 


An  Eskimo  Nf.wspapkr.— Reduced  fac-siniile  of  a  monthly  publication,  edited, 
printed  and  published  in  the  Kskinio  lanKuaRe,  by  Christian  l-lskimos,  at  Ciodt- 
haab,  South  t'.reenland. 
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organ  and  a  handsome  altar.  Two  denominations  wor- 
ship here  in  harmony,  the  (ireenlandish  and  the  Danish. 
The  first,  which  holds  service  from  nine  to  ten  o'clock  on 
Snnday  mornings,  is  attended  by  Kskimos  almost  wholly 
and  presided  over  by  a  native  preacher,  wlio  also  during 
the  week  watches  carefully  over  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  his  flock,  and  has  considerable  temporal  authority 
vested  in  him  by  the  inspector.  The  second  service, 
which  is  attended  by  all  the  Danish  residents,  is  pre- 
sided over  by  the  rector,  and  begins  an  hour  after  the 
first  is  over. 

No  services  are  held  Sunday  evenings,  these  hours 
being  given  over  to  a  ball  held  in  one  of  the  workshops, 
where  every  Eskimo  man  and  woman,  young  and  old, 
dances  to  the  sounds  of  a  fiddle  with  a  heartiness  of  en- 
joyment which  is  refreshing  to  see,  and  with  a  grace- 
fulness and  accuracy  of  time  in  their  steps  which  would 
be  creditable  in  any  circle  of  society  in  our  own  civil- 
ized country. 

Godthaab  has  also  a  monthly  newspaper  printed  in  the 
Eskimo  language,  the  publishing,  editing  and  type- 
setting of  which  is  done  by  natives.  It  is  called  Atiia- 
gagd lilt  tit — said  to  mean,  "  That  which  should  be  read." 
Each  number  has  eight  pages  and  is  illustrated  by 
wood-cuts,  the  work  of  native  engravers.  It  has  a 
wide  circulation,  reaching,  occasionally,  as  far  north  as 
Upernavik,  and  as  far  south  as  Julianshaab.  There  is 
also  a  photograph  gallery  in  the  settlement,  owned  and 
conducted  by  an  Eskimo,  of  whose  skill  an  example  is 
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given  ill  the  view  of  Godtliaab  reproduced  in  this 
volnnie.  Besides  these  evidences  of  civilization  there 
is  a  brewery,  where  a  good  quality  of  small  beer  is 
brewed,  a  cooper  shop  and  general  store,  such  as  is  to 
be  found  in  all  the  settlements  of  the  Danish  possession. 

At  Godtliaab  the  explorers  saw  for  the  first  time  since 
their  arri^'al  in  Greenland  some  of  our  familiar  domestic 
animals.  These  were  goats,  chickens  and  pigeons. 
The  first  roamed  the  hills  and  furnished  the  milk  supply 
of  the  settlement,  and  the  latter  have  quarters  assigned 
them  in  sundry  cosy  little  barns  erected  for  their  housing 
and  for  the  storage  of  hay  for  the  goats  during  the  winter. 
The  Danish  residents,  while  glad  of  being  able  to  rear 
goats  successfully,  yet  bemoan  the  fact  that  the  climate 
is  too  severe  and  vegetation  too  sparse  to  allow  them  to 
keep  cows,  these  animals  not  thriving  north  of  Julian- 
shaab,  near  the  southern  limit  of  Greenland. 

Within  forty  miles  of  Godtliaab, on  the  cliffs  bordering  a 
long  deep  fiord,  where  it  is  protected  from  the  fierce  winter 
winds,  the  Abies  orient  a/is.,  a  species  of  spruce,  grows  to 
a  height  of  eight  or  ten  feet.  This  is  its  northern  limit 
in  Greenland  ;  above  this  point  there  are  no  hard-wood 
plants  except  dwarf-willows,  dwarf-birches  and  a  species 
of  huckleberry.  As  at  everywhere  else  on  the  coast  line, 
however,  other  vegetation  in  the  shape  of  mosses,  grasses 
and  blooming  plants  abound  during  the  summer  months. 

All  of  the  white  inhabitants  of  Godthaab,  the  in- 
spector and  his  family,  the  governor  and  his  wife,  the 
lieutenant  governor  and  family,  the  go-  ernor's  private 
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secretary,  besides  tlie  pastor  of  the  Danish  cliu.rch 
and  his  family,  and  the  doctor  and  his  family,  are  people 
of  the  highest  cultnre,  speaking  several  languages 
fluently,  and  each  interested  in  some  branch  of  science. 
Those  of  the  party  who  had  been  favored  with  an  invi- 
tation to  dine  at  the  inspector's  found  in  the  person  of 
his  accomplished  wife  a  lady  whose  doings  has  been 
chronicled  in  books  of  Arctic  travel.  She  was  one  of 
the  two  mentioned  by  Doctor  Hayes  in  his  book  called 
"The  Land  of  Desolation"  who  accompanied  that  ex- 
plorer on  an  alleged  dangerous  trip  to  the  ice-cap  on  the 
Island  of  Disko,  near  Godhavn,  where  the  two  ladies 
were  then  living.  She  is  the  mother  now  of  several 
boys  and  a  girl,  the  latter  of  whom  is  just  budding 
into  a  charming  womanhood. 

The  evening  was  spent  by  the  entire  party  at  the  house 
of  the  governor,  where  he  and  his  wife  entertained  them 
with  the  greatest  possible  cordiality.  Just  before  her 
guests  departed  Madam  Baumann  sang  in  English,  and 
with  a  sweet,  sympathetic  voice,  the  air  of  "  Long,  Long 
Ago."  Although  the  brave  little  woman  smiled  and 
chatted  merrily  enough,  there  was  something  in  her  voice 
like  a  longing  for  home  and  the  association  of  her  kindred 
which  was  touching,  and  when,  after  good  nights  had 
been  exchanged,  the  \  voyagers  were  being  rowed  b>-  eight 
sturdy  Eskimos  to  their  good  ship,  and  they  saw  the 
full  moon  shedding  her  mild  light  over  the  silent  waters 
for  the  first  time  since  leaving  Newfoundland  on  their 
northward  journey,    many   hearts   echoed    that  slight, 
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scarcely  perceptible  tremor  of  homesickness  betrayed  bv 
the  singer. 

The  next  day  was  Sunday,  and  many  of  the  expedi- 
tion attended  divine  services  in  the  large  clinrch. 
Before  its  conclusion  the  pastor  made  an  address  in 
English  and  uttered  thanksgiving  that  the  expedition 
had  passed  safely  through  the  perils  of  the  far  North, 
prayed  for  the  party's  safe  return  to  their  homes  in 
America,  and  closed  by  reciting  the  Lord's  Pra\  er. 

The  next  morning,  Monday,  September  5,  the  AV/r 
sailed  away  for  St.  Johns.  Before  leaving  she  was 
taken  from  tlie  snug  little  harbor  and  brought  to  the 
ocean  front  in  full  view  of  the  settlement.  The  houses 
of  the  officials  were  decorated  with  bunting  and  flajrs 
waved  from  every  staff.  Then  after  the  departure  of  the 
Danish  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who  had  come  on  board 
to  say  their  farewells,  amid  a  volley  of  ordnance  from 
the  shore,  the  Kite  slowly  started,  replying  vigorously  to 
the  salutes  with  her  little  cannon,  blowing  her  whistle 
and  dipping  her  colors,  her  passengers  meanwhile  vocif- 
erously cheering. 

The  kajakers  flitted  about  in  the  water  and  on  the 
shore  the  native  women  had  assembled  in  their  pictur- 
esque holiday  attire,  and  as  the  Kite  steamed  close  by  they 
sang  a  sweet  farewell  song.  The  rich  melody  of  this 
air  lingered  in  the  hearts  of  the  party  long  after 
Greenland's  rocky  coast  had  faded  in  the  distance,  and  it 
touched  them  greatly.  It  was  a  beautiful  finish  to  their 
visit  to  the  land  which  had  been  to  them  one  long  delight. 


CHAPTER    XVIII. 
Thk  "Kith's"  Ghost.— Thk  Rkturn  to  vSt.  Johns.— Dki'artirk 

I'OK  I'HILADKLPHrA.  — The  TRirMI'HAI<  PROCKSSION  11'  THK 
DELAWARK.  —  R^;CEPTION  IJY  THK  ACADKMY  OK  NATURAL 
SCIKNCES. 

A  FEW  hours  after  the  Kite  had  bc<juu  her  journey 
to  St.  Johns,  a  gale  arose  which  lasted  for  a 
couple  of  days.  It  was  not  a  severe  one,  however,  and 
only  cau.sed  the  revival  of  certain  stories  which  some  time 
before  had  been  in  circulation  among  the  crew  that  the 
Kite  was  haunted.  The  ghost  who  it  was  claimed  had 
taken  up  his  quarters  on  board  ship  was  described  as  a 
huskie,  or  male  Eskimo,  and  appears  to  have  boarded 
the  vessel  some  time  during  her  voyage  back  from 
Smith  Sound  to  McCormick  Bay.  He  was  first  seen 
bv  one  of  the  sailors  who.se  "  trick  "  it  was  at  the  wheel, 
and  the  wraith  was  described  by  the  man  as  having 
come  gliding  aft  and  insisting  on  helping  him  steer.  The 
man  declared  that  he  was  not  afraid  of  the  apparition, 
which  seized  the  spokes  of  the  wheel  like  an  old  sailor 
and  generally  permitted  its  motions  to  be  guided  by  the 
living  helmsman.  Twice,  however,  when  the  latter 
attempted  to  port,  the  ghost  insisted  on  putting  it  hard 
to  .starboard,  and  the  sailor  gave  way.  In  both  instances 
it  seems  the  sailor's  acquiescence  in  the  ghost's  apparent 
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wliini  had  Ik-cii  fortunate,  for,  as  he  solcninh  aOnniul, 
each  time  liad  tlie  hehn  been  ported,  the  Kile  would  liavc 
run  into  a  hirj^e  iceber<;.  The  huskie  j^hosl,  neverthe- 
less, was  not  always  as  useful  as  he  seems  to  have  been 
on  this  occasion,  but  on  the  contrary  was  inclined  lo 
mischievousness,  for  various  other  members  of  llie  crew 
declared  that  they  had  seen  him  dancinj^  in   the  most 


THK  LAST  ICKinCRG. 

ridiculous  and  un-Eskimo-like  fashion  on  the  casing  of 
the  boiler.  Often  it  happened,  so  the  sailors  said,  that 
boxes  and  Ixirrels  were  thrown  about  the  deck  in  the 
greatest  confusion  without  interference  of  any  visible 
natural  aj^ency,  and  when  the  sea  was  as  smooth  as  a 
mill  pond,  and  one  man  swore  that  the  jj^host  had  once, 
when  field  ice  was  all  around  the  ship,  clambered  to  the 
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crow's  iR'sl,  at  llif  t<>p  of   the  foivniast,  and  sij^nalcd  to 
the  man  on  watch  to  conic  down. 

What  revived  the  stories  of  this  ])rank-i)hiyin}j^  Iniskic, 
however,  was  tliat  once,  dnrin<;  the  j^alc,  the  fireman  on 
(hity  had  conic  on  deck  for  a  breath  of  air,  leavinjn  the 
farnace  doors    tiuhtlv  shnt  and   the   steam   at   seventy 
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)onnds  iiressnre.     I'ivj  minutes  hitcr,  on  rctiiriiiiiir  toliis 
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dntv,  he  fonnd 
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(inty,  lie  loniul  oneol  tne  doors  wide  open  and  ine  steam 
j^'an.i^c  h)wered  by  fifteen  poniids.  As  the  door  conld 
only  be  oi)ened  by  the  exertion  of  considcral)le  force  and 
stren<;th,  and  as  no  one  had  been  near  the  ]ihicc  to  do 
this  thiiij^,  the  act  was  nnanimonsly  pkiccd  to  tlic  account 
of  the  wraith  by  the  wliole  crew.  He  was  a  j^ood,  lionest 
j^host,  however,  and  did  not  seriously  molest  anybody 
and  .tjenerally  appeared  to  keep  "himself  to  himself," 
so  that  after  a  while  little  or  no  notice  was  taken  of  him, 
whereat,  probably,  the  spook  became  disgnsted  and 
deserted  the  ship. 

On  Sniiday,  September  ii,  we  arrived  at  St.  Johns. 
It  was  piteons,  the  sight  of  the  blackened,  charred  rnins 
of  that  pictnresqne  little  city  on  the  hillside.  The 
awful  fire  which  had  destroyed  it  had  broken  out  on  July 
8,  three  days  after  the  sailing  of  the  Kite  for  Arctic  waters, 
and  raged  until  fully  three-fourths  of  the  place  was  laid 
in  ashes.  The  sight  of  its  ruins  was  the  first  news  we  had 
of  the  occurrence  and  there  was  deep  anxiety  expressed 
by  all  on  board  for  the  crew,  because  many  of  them, 
as  well  as  some  of  the  officers,  had  their  homes  in  the 
city.     All,  however,  had  escaped  the  calamit>-  save  two. 
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Larry  Ilackt-tt,  llif  steward,  atul  John  Cumiinj^hain.  one 
of  tlic  fnvnicii.  These  two  found  ilicy  liad  h)st  house  and 
lionif,  their  clothinj;  and  household  furniture  ;  all  tiny 
possessed  in  the  world  in  fact,  and  that  their  families 
liad  l)are]y  cscapefl  with  their  lives.  ( )n  Larry  Ilaekell 
particularly  the  blow  fell  hcavil\-,  for  not  onlv  was  the 
house  he  lived  in  his  own,  but  he  is  well  advanced  in 
N'ears. 

Hut  the  calamity  which  had  fallen  so  heavilv  on  the 
people  of  St.  Joliiis  did  not  prevent  them  from  i^iviu"- 
the  A7/C  and  lier  pas.senj^ers  a  royal  reception.  I'Ma:.;s 
and  buntinjr  were  run  to  the  masthead  of  nearK  every 
ship  in  the  harbor,  and  the  laryfc  crowds  on  the  wharxes 
greeted  her  arrival  with  rousing  cheers.  Long  before 
she  was  brought  to  the  wharf  numbers  of  people  had 
come  out  in  row-boats  and  boarded  her.  Then  jollv  old 
Captain  Pike  learned,  for  the  finst  time,  the  startling 
news  that  he  was  dead,  and  Mr.  Murphy  in  connnand, 
and  the  members  of  the  two  expeditions  discovered  that 
the  A'i/r  had  been  nipped  in  the  ice  and  wrecked  and 
that  they  were  having  a  hard  time  of  it  on  the  bleak 
shores  of  Crreenland.  The  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  Captain  Pike  had  been  brought  to  St.  Johns  by 
a  Dundee  whaler,  and  the  other  jneces  of  news  came 
from  Halifax.  The  finding  of  Captain  Pike  still 
in  the  flesh  and  directing  the  sturdy  old  vessel  in 
safet)'  homeward  was  therefore  the  occasion  of  great 
jov  and  congratnlation,  for  he  is  well  beloved  in  St. 
Johns. 
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The  happy  return  jflid  disapproval  of  the  stories  of 
disaster  probably  helped  to  influence  the  ready  con- 
sent which  the  owners  of  the  Kite  gave  to  Professor 
Heilprin's  request  to  take  her  to  Philadelphia,  and  of 
concluding  the  voyage  there  instead  of  at  St.  Johns. 
Immediately  on  gaining  this  consent  Professor  Heilprin 
telegraphed  the  news  to  Mr.  Gavin  W.  Hart,  of  the 
Pear\'  Relief  Committee  of  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences  and  requested  him  to  secure,  if  possible,  free 
wharfage.  In  less  than  four  hours  that  gentleman 
wired  a  reply  announcing  that  ]\Ir.  Clement  N.  Griscom, 
President  of  the  International  Navigation  Company, 
had  generously  placed  one  of  the  company's  wharves  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Kite. 

By  this  time  the  news  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  ex- 
peditions in  St.  Johns  had  been  sent  all  over  the  United 
States  and  Europe,  and  Professor  Heilprin  and  Lieut. 
Peary,  as  well  as  every  member  of  the  two  parties,  were 
flooded  with  telegrams  of  congratulation  from  relatives 
and  friends  and  people  interested  in  the  undertaking, 
^lany  letters  were  found  in  St.  Johns  by  the  members  of 
the  relief  party  which  had  been  coming  regularly  from 
their  folks  at  home,  and  these  accumulations  of  news 
were  eagerly  read  by  the  recipients,  their  bright  faces 
showing  the  happiness  their  contents  gave. 

Two  or  three  days  were  required  to  put  on  coal  and 
additional  supplies  for  the  ship  before  sailing,  and  these 
days  were  fully  occupied  in  attending  the  numerous  in- 
formal receptions    and  dinners  given  in   honor  of  the 
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parties.  It  seemed  almost  as  tiiongh  the  people  of  St. 
Johns  had  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  kill  the  re- 
tnrned  explorers  with  kindness  and  hospitality,  so  that 
it  was  well,  perhaps,  for  the  latter's  relatives,  that  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  September  14,  the  Kile  was  in 
readiness  to  depart.  At  fonr  o'clock  on  that  afternoon 
the  vessel  left  her  wharf  and  was  soon  on  the  heavin<»- 
Atlantic  steaming  at  fnll  speed  for  Philadelphia.  For 
twenty-fonr  honrs  she  made  a  good  nin,  when  a  rough 
sea  arose  and  she  slackened  her  pace,  and  the  next  three 
days  the  average  was  no  more  than  fonr  knots  an  hour, 
which  caused  some  of  the  Newfoundland  sailors  to  ex- 
press the  opinion  that  the  St.  Johns  girls  were  holding 
her  back,  and  that  the  Philadelphia  girls  had  not 
yet  heard  of  her  coming.  By-and-by,  however,  the 
sea  went  down  and  then  the  members  of  the  expedition 
had  their  turn,  and  they  joyfully  declared  that  the  hearts 
of  the  Philadelphia  girls  were  now  in  their  work  and 
were  towing  the  ship  with  their  sweethearts  at  right 
good  speed  towards  home.  It  is  a  pretty  sentiment, 
this  saving  of  the  Newfoundland  sailors. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  September  23,  a  pilot  '^oat  was 
sighted  and  soon  after,  when  forty-three  miles  from  the 
Five  Fathom  Shoal  light-ship,  pilot  H.  E.  Church,  of 
boat  No.  3,  came  on  board.  He  congratulated  all  hands 
on  their  return  and  informed  them  that  a  rousing  recep- 
tion was  being  prepared  for  them  in  Philadelphia.  By 
six  o'  clock  the  Breakwater  was  reached.  Here  quarantine 
officers  came  on  board,  and  after  a  short  examination 
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allowed  the  vessel  to  proceed.  At  this  point  the  voy- 
.  agers  had  a  foretaste  of  the  greeting  they  were  soon  to 
get.  As  the  Kite  began  to  move  np  the  bay  among  the 
many  steam  and  sailing  craft  the  former  began  blowing 
their  whistles,  and  those  on  board  the  sailing  vessels 
their  fog  horns,  while  flags  were  dipped  in  every  direc- 
tion. The  Kite  responded  right  gallantly  to  each,  and 
it  was  a  bnsy  time  for  the  men  at  the  whistle  and  en- 
sign halyards  for  the  next  honr  or  two. 

At  thrc"  "'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth 
the  Kite  arrived  off  Chester,  where  she  lay  until  daylight, 
when  more  quarantine  officers  came  aboard  and  gave 
permission  to  continue  the  voyage,  at  the  same  time 
handing  Professor  Heilprin  a  telegram  announcing  the 
coming  of  a  tug  to  escort  the  returning  expedition  to 
Philadelphia. 

As  soon  as  they  had  learned  that  the  expedition  had 
left  St.  Johns  and  was  proceeding  to  Philadelphia  the 
members  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  had  begun 
active  preparations  to  accord  it  a  proper  reception.  The 
committee  which  had  assisted  Professor  Heilprin  in 
fitting  out  the  relief  expedition  secured  the  tug  IJllic  M. 
(rfaJiani^  proposing  to  go  down  the  river  to  meet  the 
Kite  immediately  upon  receiving  announcement  of  her 
arrival  at  the  Breakwater.  They  invited  about  thirty 
guests,  comprising  the  officers  of  the  academy,  the 
members  of  the  West  Greenland  Expedition,  several  of 
the  contributors  to  the  relief  fund  and  some  of  the 
nearest  relatives  of  the  returning  voyagers,  to  accompany 
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them,  Tlie  police  tug  .SVr;/'/n' had  been  kindly  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  press  for  a  similar  purpose  b\-  Direc- 
tor of  Public  Safety,  Abraham  :\I.  Beitler.  The  A'ilc 
was  reported  late  in  the  evening;  of  September  23,  too 
late  for  her  to  make  her  landing  that  night,  but  shortly 
after  eight  o'clock,  on  the  following  morning,  the  tugs 
started  from  Walnut  street  wharf,  and  steamed  down  the 
river.  At  twenty  minutes  past  nine  o'clock,  when  a  short 
distance  below  Lincoln  Park,  the  Kite  was  seen  coming 
up  the  river  in  full  holiday  attire,  her  rigging  gaily 
trimmed  with  flags,  and  the  American  ensign  floating 
from  the  foremast,  above  the  crow's  nest.  Her  steam 
whistle  v/as  keeping  up  an  endless  series  of  shrieks  ii 
reply  to  the  salutes  from  the  numerous  craft  passing 
down  the  stream  to  the  sea.  When  the  tugs  came  near 
enough  for  those  on  board  to  recognize  their  friends  a 
cheer  went  up  which  echoed  from  shore  to  shore,  and 
then  began  an  exchange  of  cries  of  welcome,  of  love  and 
joy  between  fathers  and  sons,  and  husbands  and  wives  and 
children.  The  Lillic  M.  Graham  was  brought  to  the 
starboard  side  of  the  Kite  and  made  fast,  and  the  first  to 
spring  on  board  and  run  sobbing  into  the  outstretched 
arms  of  their  father  were  the  little  daughters  of  the  one 
married  man  of  the  relief  expedition.  In  a  few  moments 
more  the  deck  was  covered  with  little  groups  of 
the  friends  and  kindred  of  the  returned  vo\-agers. 
Motliers  had  their  boys,  sisters  their  brothers  in  fond 
embrace,  overflowing  with  thankfulness  for  their  safe 
return. 
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Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Peary  and  Professor  Heilprin  had 
stationed  themselves  aft,  ind  the  visitors  crowded  around 
them  with  enthusiastic  greetin<i^. 

Meanwhile  the  police  tug  Stoklcy  had  been  made  fast 
to  the  port  side  of  the  Kitt\  and  thus  escorted,  the  gallant 
little  vessel  continued  her  triumphant  journey  up  the 
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river.  Noisy  as  was  the  welcome,  the  Kite  bravely  gave 
back  sound  for  sound.  Every  vessel  that  passed  saluted. 
Boat-whistles  shrieked  and  tooted,  fog-horns  were  blown 
and  colors  dipped.  On  the  shores  locomotives  and  fac- 
tory whistles  joined  the  din,  cannon  boomed,  sky-rockets 
hissed  and  exploded,  and  the  thousands  of  people  who 
blackened  the  wharves  iilled  the  air  with  their  hurrah. 
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At  length  Pier  46  was  reached,  and  here  tlie  excite- 
ment which  fonowed  tlie  ineetiii<^  of  the  tuj^-boats  below 
Lincohi  Park  was  renewed.  A  larj^e  crowd  of  welconiiiiij 
friends  who  conid  not  be  acconnnodated  on  the 
tug  were  there  waitinjj^,  and  scarcely  had  the  Kite  been 
made  fast  to  the  wharf  when  her  deck  was  overrun  bv 
an  enthusiastic  multitude.  Every  detail  of  the  Kite's 
appointments  seemed  of  interest  to  them,  they  swarmed 
into  her  little  saloon,  peeped  into  the  forecastle  ;  her 
sin<^ular  feature,  the  crow's  nest,  was  an  object  of  uni- 
versal attraction,  while  Captain  Pike  was  simply  over- 
whelmed with  attentions.  Then  there  were  Arctic 
costumes  and  the  numerous  other  curiosities  and 
trophies  to  be  inspected,  and  items  of  news  to  be 
exchanged.  Each  member  of  the  pcuty  had  his  own 
interested  audience  eager  to  gather  every  possible  detail 
of  his  late  experiences,  and  it  was  not  until  far  into  the 
afternoon  that  the  explorers  were  able  to  get  ashore  and 
speed  away  to  their  several  homes. 

On  the  evening  of  September  28,  the  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences  gave  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Peary  a  recep- 
tion, and  included  in  the  honor  the  other  members  of 
the  academy's  Greenland  exploring  expeditions  and  the 
members  of  the  relief  expedition. 

The  hall  was  handsomely  decorated  with  palms  and 
other  plants,  and  here  and  there  were  trophies  of  the 
numerous  expeditions  of  the  academy.  In  a  prominent 
position  was  placed  the  sled  used  by  Lieut.  Peary  in  his 
1300-mile  journey    over    the  ice-cap   to   the   northern 
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coast.  At  tlie  western  end  of  the  hall  was  a  screen  of 
palms,  with  the  silk  flajic,  carried  by  Lieut.  Peary  to 
Independence  Hay,  planted  before  it.  Dei)endin<j[  from 
a  pillar  was  the  American  ensi^^n  carried  by  the  Kite 
on  the  relief  expedition.  It  bore  these  initials  : 
"P.  R.  R." 

Nearly  1200  people,  reprcsentinjTf  every  branch  of 
professional  and  business  life,  crowded  into  the  library 
hall,  and  when  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Peary  reached  the  aca- 
demy, they  were  met  by  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Dixon,  Chair- 
man of  the  Sub-committee  of  the  Reception  Connnittee. 

Dr.  Dixon  presented  i\Irs.  Peary  with  a  beautiful 
bunch  of  American  Beauty  roses.  She  was  then 
presented  to  General  I.  J.  Wistar,  the  president  of  the 
academy.  General  Wistar  escorted  Mrs.  Peary,  fol- 
lowed by  Professor  J.  B.  Brinton  and  Dr.  Dixon.  Mr. 
Gavin  W.  Hart  escorted  Lieut.  Peary,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Reception  Committee  followed  with  Profes- 
sor Heilprin  and  members  of  the  Peary  Relief  Expe- 
dition. 

Arrived  at  the  end  of  the  hall  the  party  v/as  met  by 
the  lady  members  of  the  Reception  Committee,  with 
Lieut.  Peary's  mother,  and  Mrs.  Diebitsch  and  j\Iiss 
Diebitsch,  Mrs.  Peary's  mother  and  sister. 

Standing-  beneath  the  flag  that  had  been  unfurled 
to  the  breezes  of  Independence  Bay  on  July  4,  1892, 
Lieut.  Peary  and  his  intrepid  wife  received  the  con- 
gratulations which  were  showered  upon  them.  Lieut. 
Peary  wore  the    full   dress   uniform  of   his  rank,   and 
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accepted  the  complinients  with  becoming  modesty.  Hut 
Mrs.  Peary,  in  a  gown  of  brocaded  black  satin,  witli 
feather  and  lace  trimmings,  was  the  cynosure  for  ;ill 
eyes.  She  carried  the  bunch  of  roses  given  her  by  I  )r. 
Dixon  and  was  radiant  with  smiles,  looking  the  picture 
of  health  and  happiness. 

It  was  a  most  brilliant  entertainment,  a  fitting  close 
to  the  most  successful  of  the  many  exploring  expedi- 
tions into  Arctic  seas  which  have  gone  out  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences. 
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APPENDIX   I. 


THE  PEARY-VERHOEFF  CORRESPONDENCE, 

and  othkr  matters  rklatinc,  to 
John  M.  Verhoeff,  the  Missinc.  Mkmher  ok  the  Peary  North 

GREENX,AND    HXI'EDITION. 

AMONG  the  first  to  approach  Lieut.  Peary  when  tlie 
-  Kite  had  landed  at  her  wharf  at  Philadelphia 
was  jNIiss  Mattie  Verhoeff,  the  sister  of  John  INI.  \'er- 
hoeff,  the  missing  rnineraloo^ist  of  the  North  Greenland 
Expedition.  When  Lieut.  Peary  saw  her  approachin*^, 
he  took  off  his  hat  and  bowed.  In  a  moment  ^liss 
Verhoeff  had  made  her  way  to  where  the  Lieutenant 
stood,  and  said  : 

"Lieutenant  Peary,  I  want  to  ask  you  what  has 
become  of  my  brother?" 

"lam  sorry  to  say,"  replied  the  Lieutenant,  "that 
he  is  not  on  board  the  vessel.  He  did  not  return 
with  us." 

"  But  where  is  he?"  asked  the  youn<r  lady.  She  was 
very  much  excited  and  spoke  in  a  dramatic  manner. 
Her  relatives  made  an  effort  to  soothe  her,  but  Miss 
Verhoeff  was  determined  to  pursue  her  inquiry.  The 
Lieutenant  gravely  expressed  his  sorrow  at  the  young 
man's  absence. 
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"  Is  that  all  yon  can  say  to  nic?"  inquired  Miss  Vcr- 
hoeff,  her  voice  qniverinji^. 

At  this  point  her  relatives  spoke  to  her,  assurin^r  iicr 
that  everythin^r  that  could  be  had  been  done  for  her 
brother's  safety,  and  suj^j^^ested  that  a  private  interview 
niij^ht  be  much  more  satisfactory  to  her.  After  some 
moments  Miss  Verhoeff  was  quieted,  and  consented  to 
arranjje  for  a  later  interview  with  Lieut.  Peary  that 
afternoon. 

The  regfret  over  the  probable  loss  of  the  young-  man 
— the  only  distressing  feature  of  the  entire  expedition, 
from  its  setting  out  in  1891  to  its  trinmphant  return — is 
profound  and  nniversr '  as  is  only  natural,  and  it  is 
heightened  by  the  exp  sed  belief  of  some  of  the 
retnrning  explorers  of  the  possibility  that  he  is  still 
among  the  living.  The  opinion  has  even  been  ex- 
pressed that  the  missing  man  had  purposely  absented 
himself  when  the  time  came  for  the  departure  of  his  com- 
panions. The  basis  for  this  belief  is  very  sligiit,  but 
in  view  of  the  general  interest  in  the  case,  it  has  been 
considered  advisable  to  state  it  as  far  as  can  be. 

It  has  indeed  been  hinted,  on  what  foundation  of  fact 
may  not  be  known,  that  Mr.  Verhoeff  was  dissatisfied 
with  the  part  assigned  to  him  in  the  expedition.  The 
fact  of  his  not  having  been  invited  to  accompany  Lieut. 
Peary  on  his  overland  jonrney  is  said  to  have  been  a  sore 
disappointment  to  him.  It  is  alleged  that  he  had  de- 
termined to  remain  behind  and  carry  on  an  exploration 
on  his  own  acconnt,  and  fearing  that  he  would  be  forced 
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to  accompany  the  expedition  homeward,  and  his  pur- 
pose thus  be  frustrated,  he  kept  himself  in  conceahnent 
until  it  had  sailed.  These  are,  however,  mere  matters 
of  rumor  and  conjecture.* 

All  that  can  be  substantiated  is  that  Mr.  Ver- 
hoeflf  did  inquire  of  one  or  more  of  the  party  whether 
it  was  likely  that  Lieut.  Peary  would  permit  any  of  the 
members  of  the  expedition  to  stay  if  they  chose  to  do 
so,  and  had  received  the  reply  that  under  no  circum- 
stances would  the  commander  consent  to  such  a  pro- 
posal. It  seems  also  that  Air.  Verhoeff  vvas  constantly 
practicing  to  inure  himself  to  the  rigoroui;  climate  of 
North  Greenland.  In  the  first  part  of  this  volume  the 
storv  is  related  how  he  swam  from  the  vessel  to  the  shore 
through  icy  water.  When  the  Kite  met  the  whaleboat 
containing  Dr.  Cook  and  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Verhoeff  at 
the  entrance  to  AlcCormick  Bay,  the  latter  was  the  only 
one  of  the  three  who  was  not  dressed  in  the  seal-  and 
reindeer-skin  clothing  supposed  to  be  indispensable  in 
the  high  Arctic  regions.  Readers  of  this  volume  will 
also  recall  his  feat  of  successfully  crossing  the  danger- 
ous glacier  at  the  head  of  McCormick  Bay  in  midwinter. 
It  is  also  recounted  by  his  companions  that  he  sought  to 
accustom  himself  to  Eskimo  ways  of  living,  and  that 
he  was  the  only  member  of  the  expedition  who  suc- 
ceeded in  overcoming  a  white  man's  repugnance  against 
Arctic  diet. 

*Mr.  Verhoeff,  from  all  accounts,  seemed  perfectly  content  and  much  interested 
in  his  work  as  mineralogist  and  meteorologist,  and  manifested  no  anxiety  to  be  one 
of  the  party  on  the  trip  across  the  inland  ice. 
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Otlicr  instances  of  his  (Ictennincd  cncrtry  and  a  char- 
acteristic tenacity  of  pnrposc  in  overconiin<^^  ol)stacles 
are  cited  l)y  cv  trentlenian  who  was  liis  intimate  at  Vale 
Colle<^e. 

"John  M.  Verlioeff,"  says  this  informant,  "was  the 
most  determined  chap  I  ever  saw.  His  nature  wouhl 
brook  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  anytliin^;-  he  made  up 
his  mind  to  do.  Physically  he  was  splendidly  e(iui))ped 
for  any  hardship.  He  was  one  of  the  stroni^est  fellows 
who  ever  attended  Yale,  and  was  in  perfect  trainin,^'  all 
the  time.  At  running,  jumpin<j^,  wrestlin.^;,  boxin.i;,  or 
any  pursuit  which  involved  ji^reat  strength  of  body  and 
pluck  he  was  among  the  first. 

"Mentally,  too,  he  was  a  genius.  He  was  always 
busying  himself  with  some  difficult  i)roblem,  and  the 
boys  at  college  all  thought  he  was  beyond  the  ordinary 
in  intelligence.  He  was  popular,  although  very  peculiar 
and  in  some  respects  eccentric. 

"  I  will  give  you  a  few  instances  which  show  how 
determined  he  was,  and  how  he  would  do  what  he  set 
out  to  do,  no  matter  what  happened  to  prevent.  On  one 
occasion  he  started  from  New  London  to  ride  to  Louis- 
ville on  his  bicycle.  He  was  one  of  the  best  long-dis- 
tance riders  this  country  ever  turned  out.  No  one 
heard  of  him  for  a  month.  Then  his  uncle  in  Louis- 
ville received  a  letter  from  him  dated  from  some  hamlet 
in  Virginia.  Subsequent  inquiries  developed  that  he 
was  set  upon  by  a  huge  bulldog  while  leaning  over  a 
pump  in  the  yard  of  a  farm-house  and  torn  up  by  the 
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animal  in  terrible  fashion.  He  had  lain  down  there  for 
two  weeks  unable  to  write.  When  he  was  able  to  travel 
he  finished  the  journey. 

"One  of  the  best  instances  of  W-rhoeff's  determin- 
ation was  one  winter  while  he  was  at  collei^e.  He  was 
one  of  a  nund)erof  bo\s  that  lived  in  a  hi<;h  three-story 
house  near  a  cut  in  the  railroad.  I)urin<;  the  blizzard 
in  ^hlrch,  iISSS,  the  snow  had  drifted  in  this  cut  until  it 
was  as  his^h  as  the  roof  of  the  house.  VerhoefT  uku^-  a 
wa.^-er  that  he  could  jump  into  the  drift  and  make  his 
way  out  alone.  It  was  accepted  and  he  i)lun.L;^ed  out  of 
sij^ht  in  the  soft  snow.  He  was  under  so  lonj^  that  tlic 
bo\s  thouj^ht  he  must  be  smothered,  and,  after  hard 
work,  they  du<^'  him  out.  \'erhoeff  was  the  most  highly 
enra,i^ed  man  when  rc.-^cued  you  ever  saw.  He  said  he 
could  have  accomplished  what  he  tried  to  do  if  he  had 
been  let  alone.  He  was  determined  to  perform  the  feat, 
but  his  companions  would  not  allow  it.  P>y  the  next 
day  the  snow  had  blown  out  of  the  cut,  and  Verhoeff 
was  denied  the  pleasure  of  acconi])lishinj^  his  darin.ir 
exploit." 

No  attempt  is  made  in  this  place  to  draw  any  conclu- 
sions or  do  more  than  state  the  facts  known  and 
opinions  expressed  which  may  help  explain  the  feeling 
of  those  who  believe  the  youn<;^  man  to  be  still  alive. 
The  story  of  the  search  for  the  missinj;^  member  of  the 
party  is  related  fully  in  its  appropriate  chapter  in  the 
body  of  this  volume.  After  the  search  was  <riven  up,  a 
certificate  was  draw^n  up  and  signed  by  Captain  Pike  and 
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the  first  ofiicer  of  the  Kite,  which   has  been  reproduced 
and  is  j^iven  herewith. 

At  the  coiichision  of  her  interview  with  I.ieut.  Pcarv 
on  which  occasion  the  yonnj^^  lady  was  accompanied  b\- 
her  uncle,  the  Rev,  A.  W.  Keio;win,  :\Iiss  Verhoeff  assured 
Lieut.  Peary  that  she  was  satisfied  that  everything  had 
been  done  that  was  in  their  power,  both  bv  his  own 
party  and  the  party  of  Prof.  Heilprin,  to  find  her  missing 
brother.      The  same  assurance  was  given  by  her  uncle. 

Both  of  them,  however,  persist  in  their  belief  that 
Verhoeff  is  still  alive,  and  regard  the  proofs  of  his  death 
as  inconclusive. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Keigwin,  when  spoken  to  on  the  sub- 
ject shortly  after  the  meeting,  said  : 

"  I  was  very  much  impressed  with  my  interview  with 
Lieut.  Peary,  and  am  convinced  that  he  did  all  that  was 
in  human  power  to  find  Verhoeff ;  and  while  he  believed 
that  he  was  lost,  yet  being  aware  that  there  were  mem- 
bers of  the  party  wdio  thought  otherwise,  he  gave  the 
case  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  left  ample  provisions 
for  his  subsistence  for  eighteen  months. 

"As  he  expressed  it,  '  there  was  one  chance  in  a  thou- 
sand that  he  might  be  alive,'  and  he  acted  as  if  that  one 
chance  might  fall  to  Verhoeff. 

"  Lieat.  Peary  said  that  Mr.  Verhoeff  was  one  of  the 
most  conscientious  men  lie  had  ever  kf  "twn,  and,  know- 
ing him  as  such,  thought  that  if  it  had  been  his  inten- 
tion to  have  remained  behind  in  the  Arctic  regions  he 
would   have   told   him   or  some  of  the  party,  and  thus 
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spared  tlRin  llu-  tr<)ul)k' of  the  starcli.  lie  acknowl- 
edj^vd  tliat  several  nieinbers  of  tlie  parly  had  told  him 
that  \'erhoeff  had  iiujuired  the  probabilit}'  of  I'eary  allow- 
in.L(  any  of  the  party  who  wished  to  to  reiiiain  in  (Green- 
land, iCvery  one  of  them  told  Verhoeff  that  they  thonj^ht 
th.'it  Peary  wonld  nnder  no  consideration  ])ermit  it. 

''  lie  asserted  that  Verlujeff  was  the  only  member  of 
the  ])arty  who  was  ca])able  of  making  meteorolo^j^ical 
investijj^ations  at  Red  Cliff  Honse  in  a  scientific  and  satis- 
factory manner,  and  that  he  had  left  him  behind  when 
he  had  <j^onc  on  the  northern  expedition  on  that  acconnt. " 

The  followinj^  interesting^  letter  was  sent  by  Mr.  Ver- 
hoeff's   nncle   to  the  author  at  the  moment  of  ^oinj^  to 
press  : 
Dk.    R.   X.    KivKi.v,  Jr. 

/Aver  Sir: — iCncloscd  please  find  all  the  letters  that 
we  have  of  Verhoeff,  with  a  letter  to  yon  personally  from 
Miss  V. 

Verhoeff  was  not  "rash  "  or  "  foolhardy."  He  care- 
fully worked  himself  up  to  points  that  would  be  to  others 
rash  to  undertake.  Hut  he  had  a  very  larj^a-  amornt  of 
caution,  and  tuvcr  failed^  ])ecause  he  knew  ])erfectly  well 
what  he  could  accomplish  and  what  t(;  leave. 

I  su])pose  you  will  say  somethinj^  about  his  remaininj^ 
in  (ireenland.  We  do  not  ask  you  to  take  our  view,  but 
we  ask  you  to  consider  our  reasons  for  holding  it,  and 
then  state  your  own,  based  on  a  fair  consideration.* 

^ Tlic  ;iutlirii-  (Iocs  iiDl  (re  1  i'lilUcl  ii])<m  ti)  disniss  this  (|ii(stioii.  It  sci-nis  ciuite 
siifliciciil  Ic)  liiiii  to  ints'tii  ilic  views  ol  Mr.  VrrlKH'tT' 1  nlalivcs,  .'is  Kivi'ii  in  the 
iil)ovi- t  h;ir  .■mil  loicihil  htlii.  R.   N.   K.,  Jr. 
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It  may  involve  a  great  deal  to  V.  whether  he  is 
believed  dead  or  alive  : 

First. — We  do  not  wish  the  public  to  think  that  he 
played  an  unmanly  trick  in  hiding  out.  It  would  not 
be  fair  to  the  party  if  he  had  done  so  without  over- 
whelming reasons. 

Second. — It  may  be  necessary  to  send  an  expedition  for 
hini.  Of  course  we  could  not  do  so  alone,  and  the  belief 
that  he  is  dead  would  stand  in  the  way  of  securing  funds. 

Third. — I  am  confident  that  if  his  life  is  spared,  he  will 
settle  forever  the  Arctic  problem,  and  I  do  not  want  his 
report  invalidated  by  any  wrong  impressions  of  his 
character.  He  was  never  known  to  tell  a  falsehood 
from  earliest  childhood.  He  was  very  conscientious. 
He  was  fair  in  all  his  dealings.  He  had  two  eccentricities 
(the  only  two  I  know  of).  He  would  never  accept  a  favor. 
He  would  visit  nowhere,  because  he  always  wanted  to 
pay  his  way,  and  pay  for  everything  he  received. 

Fourth. — He  never  seemed  to  think  that  it  made  any 
difference  to  any  one  where  he  was.  He  would  go  and 
come  without  informing  any  one  of  his  movements. 
Knowing  him,  as  we  do,  we  know  that  this  was  due  to 
a  self-depreciation  and  modesty  that  was  native  to  his 
character.  He  never  boasted  of  any  achievement,  and 
never  seemed  to  care  whether  any  one  praised  or  blamed 
him.      He  rarely  spoke  of  himself. 

Now  for  the  reasons  pro  and  con  for  believing  him 
dead.  The  only  reason  in  favor  of  this  belief  is  he  was 
not  found. 
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1.  The  footsteps  seen  were  far  from  any  danj^erous 
point,  and  cannot  be  considered  ;  besides  tlie  evident  liaste 
of  the  leader  of  the  relief  expedition  to  return  would 
discount  any  such  evidence.  Now  put  a*;ainst  this 
Verhocff 's  life-lon<^  desire  to  0^0  as  far  north  as  possible  ; 
his  years  of  preparation  and  his  being  left  in  camp  when 
Lieut.  Peary  went  north. 

2.  His  efforts  from  the  first  to  adapt  his  life  to  the 
customs  of  the  natives. 

3.  His  asking  if  any  one  would  be  allowed  to  remain 
when  the  party  returned. 

4.  His  original  notification  to  Lieut.  Peary,  that  he 
would  get  to  Greenland  if  he  had  to  go  on  a  whaler. 

5.  His  apparent  indifference  about  going  north  icith 
the  commander  of  the  expedition.  No  one  of  the  party 
heard  him  complain  that  he  was  left  behind. 

6.  His  returning  after  five  hours'  absence  to  quiet 
Gibson's  apprehensions,  in  case  he  failed  to  return  for 
four  or  five  days. 

7.  His  leaving  his  trunk  unlocked  when  he  went  on 
the  expedition  to  Inglefield  Gulf  with  Lieut.  Peary. 

8.  His  keeping  with  him  (probably  secreting  near  the 
Red  Cliff'  camp)  every  memorandum  book,  all  original 
memoranda  of  observations  of  temperatures,  tides,  etc. ; 
all  his  instruments  that  were  in  good  condition,  and 
leaving  only  those  broken  or  damaged. 

9.  His  leaving  in  his  room  at  Red  Cliff  only  the  cloth- 
ing that  was  absolutely  worthless,  and  hiding  out  several 
suits  that  were  good,   together  with  all  his  underwear. 
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These  reasons,  taken  in  connection  with  his  tlioronj^h 
athletic  training;  and  his  character  already  mentioned 
(which  makes  him  an  ideal  explorer,  thoronohly 
indifferent  to  hardship,  and,  if  yon  please,  indifferent 
as  to  the  time  of  his  absence),  make  the  proba- 
bility of  his  bcin.y;-  alive  at  the  time  the  Kile  sailed 
overwhelminj^  ;  even  make  it  a  certainty. 

There  will  be  a  difference  of  opinion,  of  conrse,  as  to 
whether  he  was  jnstified  in  his  condnct.  One  thinj; 
mnst  be  considered.  He  did  his  work  well  and  faith- 
fnlly  to  the  day  when  the  expedition  closed  its  explora- 
tions. He  certainly  was  excnsable  if  he  declined  to 
grace  the  trinmphal  procession  on  its  retnrn.  He  made 
no  contract  to  return  with  the  part)'.  It  is  only  a  pre- 
sumption that  a)iy  our  woii/d  7cis/i  to  return.  Ilr  did 
not  wish  to,  and,  as  a  free  man,  had  a  right  to  remain. 
Four  members  of  the  party  gave  their  opinion  that  the 
leader  would  compel  all  the  members  to  return  with  him. 
V.  disputed  his  right  to  do  so  and  took  the  only  way  to 
prevent  an  arbitrary  act  by  hiding  out.  I  think  every 
intelligent  and  high-minded  American  will  justify  him 

in  what  he  did. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Oct.  6,  1S92.  A.    N.   KeiGWIN. 


Wilmington,  Del.,  Oct.  12,  '92. 
Dr.  Keely. 

Dear  Sir : — Your  request  for  photograph  was  received 
per    mail.      Yesterday  the  only  copy  in  our  possession 
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was  forwarded  to  yon.  It  is  tlie  copy  found  in  Vcrhocff's 
trunk  when  it  came  back  to  us  from  Civeenland,  and  we 
prize  it  very  lii<;lily  on  that  account.  But  we  could  not 
have  sent  one,  if  we  liad  not  taken  this,  without  <^reat 
delay,  as  other  copies  would  have  to  come  from  New 
Haven  or  Louisville.  ]\Ia>  I  ask  that  it  be  cared  for 
and  returned  when  you  are  throuj^h  with  it. 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.   N.   Kkic.wix. 


THE    VERHOEFF-PKARV    CORRESPONDENCE. 

434  CtOldkn  Gatk  Avk., 
Sax  Francisco,  Cal.,  ]\Iarch  i6,  1891. 
LiKUT.  Roh't  E.  Pkarv,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir : — Yesterday  I  read  in  the  Tacoma  Weekly 
News  the  announcement  of  your  proposed  attempt  to 
reach  the  Pole.  Would  like  to  accompany  you,  fully 
realizing  that  the  chances  may  be  nine  out  of  ten  that  I 
would  never  return. 

Am  unmarried,  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  no  one 
dependent  on  me  for  support.  If  you  decide  not  to  have 
me  with  you,  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  answer,  but 
treat  this  letter  as  confidential,  though  you  may  have 
received  manv  others  similar. 

However,  if  you   think  favorably  you  can  take  the 

time  to  read  the  remainder  of  the  letter,  which  treats  of 

my  qualifications. 

Yours  respectfully, 

(Signed)        Jno.   :\I.   Veriiorkf. 
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434  (i()ij)K.\  C.vvv,  Avi:,, 
San  Francisco,  Cai,.,  April  13,  '91. 
LlKlT.  Roii'T  Iv  PivARV,  II.  S.  Navy  Yard, 
IMiiladclphia,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Your  Ictlci  of  the  fonrlli  *  just  re- 
ceived. 

Would  expect  no  return  except  the  knowled.ne  and  ix- 
perience  which  I  would  i^ain  and  for  which  I  have  lonj^^ 
had  a  desire. 

Have  for  some  time  thou.i;ht  of  j;oiu<;  in  a  whaler  to 
the  northern  rej^ions  as  a  preparation,  thou.^h  I  have 
not  as  yet  done  so. 

Can  yi'o  several  days  without  nourishment  and  can  en- 
dure as  severe  cold  as  an  averai^e  man.  As  an  instance, 
December  i,  1890,  at  I'ortland,  Or.,  I  swam  across  the 
Willamette  River  and  back  in  sixteen  and  a  half  minutes, 
the  temperature  of  tlie  water  beiu!^  7°  C.  or44'_. "  \\ 
Have  usually  had  t^ood  habits  and  can  abstain  from  the 
use  of  licjuors  and  tobacco. 

Spent  several  years  at  an  eastern  university,  and 
think  I  could  be  of  material  assistance  to  you  in  your 
tri<;^onomctrical  calculations  and  determination  of  mine- 
rals by  blowpipe  analysis. 

Can  walk  forty  miles  per  day  on  an  averaj^e  road,  and 
have  walked  sixty;  find  no  trouble  sleepin<^  out  of  doors. 
Can  do  as  much  manual  labor  as  an  averaj^e  man,  l)ut 
my  hci<;ht,  five  feet  four  inclies,  and  youthful  appear- 
ance usuallv  belie  mc. 

*Mi".  W-rliocfT's  relatives  have  thus  far  !)een  uiia!>lc  to  discover  this  letter. 
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If  you  are  williiij^  that  I  sliouUl  ^o,  would   expect   to 

occupy  the  position  of  a  subordinate  to  a  superior  officer. 

If,  as  the  paper  says,  you  start  in  May,  there  will   be 

little  time  to  settle  business  matters  and   prepare,  so  if 

you  decide  favorably  please  tele<;raph  at  my  expense. 

Respectfully, 
(Sijj^ned)         Jno.    M.    VKRIloicrK. 


!l 


434  Ck)M)K\  (iATiv  Avi:. 
San  Fran'cIvSco,  Cal.,  April  14,  1S91, 
LtI'UT.  Rob't  E.  Pkary,  V .  S.  Navy  Yard, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Dear  Sir : — Your  letter  of  the  seventh*  received. 
Would  say  that  I  should  anticipate  no  return  exce])t 
the  experience   which   I  would   .t;ain,  and    for  which   I 
have  lon*^  had  a  desire,  as  stated  in  my  first  letter. 

The  sum  I  offered  to  help  defray  the  ex])enses  of  the 
trip  will,  I  think,  show  m>'  desire  for  an  opportunity  of 
reachinj^-  the  northern  coast  of  (ireenland  and  my  j^^ood 
faith,  and  would  defra>'  the  extra  expenses  of  the 
supplies. 

The  money  was  not  offered  simply  for  the  privilej^e 
of  being-  a  member  of  your  party,  though  I  have  that 
desire,  and  I  would  retract  the  offer  and  would  not  wish 
to  go  if  it  was  used  for  any  other  purpose. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed)         Joiix  ]\I.   VivRIIokkk. 

♦This  IftttT  is  also  missini;  from  thi.'  correspondence  .nnd  could  not  bo  found. 
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The  next  two  following  are  coi  les  of  telegrams  re- 
ceived by  Verhoeflf  from  Lieut.  Peary  : 

[Dated  League  Island  Navy  Y..rd.] 

To  JNO.   M.  VERiruKFF,  ^P"^  20,  189T. 

434  G.  G.  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

If  you  join  party  and  contribute  two  thousand  dollars, 

can  charter  special  vessel  to  Whale  Sound.     Full  credit 

will    be    given    your   assistance.      If  satisfactory,    wire 

Eastern  references. 

(Signed)         R.   E.   Peary. 


[Dated  New  Bedford,  Mass.] 

To  Jno.  M.  Verhoeff,  740  Second  St.,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Expedition  sails  from   New  York  about  June  5.     I 
shall  be  in  New  York  after  May  3. 

(Signed)         R.   E.   Peary. 


Phila.  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 

Logan  Square,  May  3,  1891. 
Jno.  M.  Verhoeff. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  letters  and  telegrams  are  all  safely 
to  hand,  and  I  think  everything  is  satisfactory,  if  one 
point  is  clearly  understood  by  you,  namely,  that  your 
contribution,  generous  as  it  is,  cannot  entitle  yu  to  any 
share  in  the  management  or  control  of  the  expedition. 
This  must,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  rest  abso- 
lutelv  with  me. 

A^  I  wired  yuu,  your  assistance  will  receive  all  credit, 
and  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  things  pleasant  for  you. 
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If,  as  I  t^atlier  from  your  letters,  your  specialty  is 
mineralo<2;-y,  I  shall  assign  the  study  of  that  branch,  and 
perhaps  geology,  to  you. 

The  members  of  the  party  will  all  be  young  like 
yourself,  students  and  enthusiasts  ;  and  not  one,  with 
the  exception  of  my  colored  man,  that  I  would  hesitate 
to  accept  as  a  companion  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

I  do  not  know  how  familiar  you  may  be  with  the 
details  of  the  project,  but  the  enclosed  clippings  will 
post  you. 

I  think  you  need  anticipate  little  or  no  personal  risk, 
but  you  can  look  forward  to  any  amount  of  hard  work. 
1  do  not  think  of  any  special  preparations  that  yoa  need 
to  make  before  coming  East. 

I  would  suggest  ycur  blowpipe  outfit,  and  such  items 
of  traveler's  outfit  as  you  may  desire  to  provide  for 
yourself.  Personal  outfit  will  cost  you  some  $50  ;  this 
you  can  obtain  here.  All  other  outfit  will  be  furnished, 
including  rifle,  hunting  knife,  oilskins,  rubber  blankets, 
sleeping  bags,  etc. ,  etc. 

The  expedition  will  start  about  the  first  of  June.  A 
week  will  be  ample  tim^  for  your  preparations  here, 
unless  you  wish  to  see  something  of  this  part  o^  the 
countr}'. 

T  will  ask  you  to  send  mv:,  at  your  earliest  convenience 
(as  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  party),  a  cabinet-size 
bust  photo  of  yourself,  that  you  would  not  object  to  be 
published ;  a  physician's  certificate  as  to  your  physical 
soundness,  and  two  or  three  first-class  references. 
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Wlicn  you  come  East,  I  would  su<^<rcst  citlicr  the 
Astor  Mouse,  New  Vc^-k,  or  the  Lafayette  Hotel,  IMiila- 
(lel])hia,  as  a  ])oiut  of  arrival. 

If  vou  \vir<'  uie  wheu  vou  will  arrive  at  either  one.  I 
will  lueet  you  ti.ere. 

\'er)-  truh', 
(Kio-ned)  R.    K.    Pi-arv,  V.  S.  X. 

Ol-IMCIAL     ORDIvRS. 

NOPTII   (ikl-JvXI.AXl)    1\XI'1';I)1TIC>N    oi-    1.S91-92. 
R.  IC.  Pkarv,  U.  vS.  Navy. 
Ri;i)  Ci.ii'F  KorsK, 
NoKTii  (iki';i-:\i,Axi),  Au<,aist  11,  ii-^i;i. 
Sir : — You  are  liereby  desit^nated  as  Mineralojj^ist  and 
]\Ietcorolo<;ist  of   the   North   (ireenland    lv\j)edition    of 
i89i-'92,   and  in   this   capaeity   you    will    make    every 
effort  to  obtain  all  the  speeimens  and  strata  necessar\-  to 
make  your  w(jrk  of  lasting-  scientific  value. 

You  will  report  to  me  monthly  in  writinjr  the  results 

of  your  work. 

Very  respectfully, 

(Si^nied)  R.  I  v.  Pkarv, 

Commanding  /Expedition. 
Jnc.   M.  VKKnoi-.Kl". 


Rivi)  Ciji-K  Hoi'Siv, 
North  (iRi-.i-.xi.AXD,  Auj^ust  12,  1S91. 
Sir: — Durinjj^  the  absence  of  the  boat  expedition  you 
will  make  as  complete  a  mineraloj^ical  and  topo<>;rai)hical 
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THE  ,'HAliY  KEI.IHF  EXPEDITIOM.  ^s, 
cxan.inatiun  of  l,«,liiics  visitcl  as  possible  a„<l,  «hc„- 
evc-  practicable,  ol,l.i„  with  co,„pass  a,„l  aneroid  a  care 
n.I  vertical  cross  section  nonnal  to  the  shore  e.vten.lin,, 
from  the  water  level  to  the  crest  of  the  cliffs 

Yon  will  also  keep  a  ^^eneral  record  of  the  weather 
and  on  yo,„  return  snbniit  the  san.e  to  ,ne,  toj,a-ther 
w.tl,  yo„r  cross  sections  and  a  written  report  of  ,„„r 
work. 

Very  respectful])', 

(Si-ned)  R.  K.  p,,,^,^^.^ 

'^'>^'^''^<^^'^ii>>S  N.arcevland  Expedition. 

J  NO.  M.  Vkkhokfk. 
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LIEUT.   PEARY'S  REPORT. 

Thk  Scientific  Rksui.ts  ok  the  Expedition.— Important  Con- 
clusions Deduced  erom  Data  and  Ohservations. — A  Re- 
view oE  Previous  Arctic  Exploration. 

AT  '^  e  '-egular  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Natural 
-  i.  ices  on  Tuesday  evening,  November  I,  1892, 
Lieut.  Pear}'  presented  his  official  report  upon  the  North 
Greenland  Expedition  of  1 891 -'92. 

After  the  preliminary  business  of  the  meeting  had  been 
transacted,  Lieut.  Peary  was  announced  and  greeted  with 
applause  as  he  arose. 

He  began  with  a  brief  resume  of  the  incidents  of  the 
voyage  of  the  A7/^  from  Brooklyn,  whence  she  sailed  on 
June  6,  1 89 1,  until  July  29,  when  she  steamed  away 
from  ]\IcCormick  Bay. 

"  Unfortunately,"  said  the  explorer,  "  I  broke  my  leg, 
rendering  it  useless  for  a  long  time.  Thus  helpless,  I 
was  carried  ashore  at  McCormick  Bay  on  July  27,  1891. 
Strapped  to  a  plank  I  was  taken  to  a  point  where  I  could 
superintend  the  construction  of  winter  quarters.  These 
were  in  native  fashion,  of  course,  with  snow  founda- 
tion and  a  single  entrance  for  door,  window  and  every 
outlet. 
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"By  Aiio^ust  12,  the  house  which  was  to  shelter  the 
party  was  about  couipleted.  From  this  time  until  Octo- 
ber 26,  when  the  long  winter  night  began,  several  short 
expeditions  were  made  by  various  members  of  the  party 
in  order  to  obtain  provisions  and  other  supplies.  One 
of  these,  led  by  Gibson,  was  to  the  "  looneries  "  of  Hak- 
luyt  Island,  where  a  large  number  of  birds  were  secured. 
He  was  also  commissioned  to  visit  the  Nehelumie  settle- 
ment and  induce  one  of  the  natives  to  return  with  him 
to  ]McCorniick  Bay,  it  being  supposed  that  the  assistance 
of  an  Eskimo  hunter  would  be  invaluable  in  the  chase 
of  the  game  peculiar  to  this  region. 

"There  were  also  seal,  deer  and  walrus  hunts  and 
reconnoissances  of  the  neighborhood.  A  total  of  thirty- 
one    deer  were  secured    before    the  sun    disappeared." 

The  futile  attempts  of  Astrup,  Gibson  and  Verhoeff  to 
establish  an  autumn  advance  depot  of  supplies  at  the 
southeast  angle  of  Humboldt  Glacier,  which  were  pre- 
vented by  the  condition  of  the  snow,  received  brief 
notice.  ^ 

"Red  Cliff  House,"  said  Lieut.  Peary,  "was  at  a 
point  within  half  a  degree,  or  thirty  miles,  of  the  latitude 
where  i\\Q  Jean  net /c  foundered  and  sank. 

"  Our  situation  there  during  that  long  and  dark  winter 
was  comfortable  ;  in  fact,  very  enjoyable.  When  I 
arose  in  the  morning  the  first  thing  that  reached  my 
ears  was  a  laugh.  The  last  thing  heard  in  the  evening 
when  all  lay  down  to  sleep,  except  the  watcher  whose 
dutv  it  was  to  guard  us,  was  a  laugh.     Our  amusements 
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were  not  merely  such  as  conversation  and  crude  recrea- 
tion could  supply.  The  natives  visited  us,  and  we  learned 
instructive  and  amusing  things  without  end  as  to  their 
way  of  life  and  pursuit.  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 
were  properly  observed,  so  that  the  time  passed  pleas- 
antly and  quickly. 

"About  the  middle  of  February  the  sun  returned, 
accompanied  by  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain.  Hunting 
parties  were  again  organized  in  March,  and  ten  more 
deer  obtained.  An  epidemic  of  the  grippe  attacked  the 
party  during  this  month,  and  several  of  the  natives 
suffered  also. 

"On  April  i8  we  started  for  a  round  of  visits  among 
our  neighbors.  I  can  say  that  every  member  of  the 
tribes  up  there  is  a  personal  friend  and  acquaintance  of 
mine.  The  happy  disposition  of  the  people,  their  frank- 
ness and  good  nature,  and  the  happy  incidents  connected 
with  the  visits  we  paid  them,  kept  us  in  constant  good 
humor. 

"  In  this  itinerary,  in  which  Mrs.  Peary  accompanied 
me,  we  explored  the  recesses  of  Inglefield  Gulf.  Over 
thirty  glaciers,  ten  of  them  of  the  first  magnitude,  were 
discovered  and  named." 

In  commenting  on  this,  the  report  says  that  it  is 
doubtful  whether  any  other  known  region  shows  glacial 
phenomena  in  such  magnitude  and  variety. 

The  report  recounts  the  difficulty  of  transporting  the 
supplies  for  the  proposed  journey  northward  to  the  edge 
of  the  true  inland  ice,  fifteen  miles  away.     Verhoeff,  the 
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report  said,  was  left  at  Red  Cliff  House  to  continue 
his  nieteorolon^ical  and  tidal  observations,  in  which  he 
had  become  very  much  interested.  The  true  inland  ice 
was  not  reached  until  May  14,  and  the  actual  start  on 
the  same  northward  was  not  made  until  May  15. 

The  course  and  the  events  of  the  journey  were  then 
briefly  described.  The  return  journey  over  the  inland 
ice  was  resumed  on  July  8.  For  two  weeks  its  direction 
lay  over  the  great  central  ice  plateau,  at  an  average  ele- 
vation of  about  8000  feet,  cloud-capped  and  deep  with 
snow. 

"At  last,  on  August  5,"  continued  Lieut.  Peary,  "in 
coming  over  the  profile  of  a  towering  snow  mound,  I 
came  upon  Professor  Heilprin  and  the  relief  party.  To 
this  dav  it  remains  a  mvsterv  to  me  how  he  and  thev 
were  able  to  get  as  far  as  they  did  unprovided  with  the 
snow-shoes  and  implements  we  possessed." 

The  report  then  continued  : 

' '  The  scientific  results  of  the  expedition  may  be 
briefly  summarized  as  follows  : — Among  the  geographi- 
cal results  may  be  mentioned  the  delineation  of  the 
unknown  shores  of  Inglefield  Gulf  and  the  imperfectly 
known  shores  of  Whale  Sound,  the  delineation  of  the 
northern  extension  of  the  great  Greenland  ice-cap  and 
the  determination  of  the  northern  limit  of  the  main 
Greenland  mass  ;  the  existence  of  detached  ice-free  land- 
masses  of  less  extent  to  the  northward  ;  the  rapid  con- 
vergence of  the  Greenland  shores  above  the  seventy- 
eighth  parallel ;    the  determination  of  the  relief  of  an 
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exceptionally  lar^je  area  of  the  inland  ice,  and  the  discov- 
ery of  a  large  number  of  glaciers  of  the  first  magnitude. 

"The  geological  results  are  comprised  in  the  addition 
to  our  knowledge  of  the  inland  ice,  furnishing  valuable 
data  to  our  nnderstanding  of  the  great  ice  age,  and  the 
large  series  of  views  showing  the  physical  characteristics 
of  the  ice-free  land  both  in  the  north  and  about  Whale 
Sound  and  Ingleficld  Gulf,  which  will  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  academy. 

"  The  results  of  the  ethnological,  mincralogical,  bo- 
tanical, ornithological  and  meteorological  investigations 
and  tidal  observations  are  also  connnended  to  the 
academv. 

"To  Verhoeff,  the  intrepid  young  man  who  con- 
tributed so  liberally  of  his  means  to  the  financial  success 
of  the  expedition,  is  due  an  nnstinted  measure  of  praise, 
not  only  for  his  generous  financial  assistance  to  the 
enterprise,  but  for  his  absorbing  interest  and  pains- 
takino-  work  in  the  field  of  meteorological  and  tidal 
observations  entrusted  to  him. 

"The  meteorological  and  tidal  observations  takju  l)y 
Verhoeff  are  among  the  most  complete  ever  taken  in  the 
Arctic  regions,  and  transcend,  I  am  persuaded,  in  result 
and  real  value  the  record  of  any  previous  work  in  this 
line.  You  are  all  familiar  with  some  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  his  taking  off.  On  the  very 
morning  of  his  disappearance  we  set  out  on  his  track. 
The  scientific  specimens  he  had  gathered  in  his  walk 
were  found  by  us,  and  he  was  traced  by  his  footsteps  to 
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the  edji^c  of  a  cleft  in  a  towerinj^  glacier.  Then  he  was 
given  np  after  carefnl  search  in  ever)'  direction  made 
fnrther  effort  futile. 

''Referring  to  the  ethnological  results,  Dr.  Cook  has 
secured  a  complete  census  of  the  Smith  Sound  Eskimos, 
with  important  data  and  photographs  of  seventy-five  of 
them.  This  material  will,  I  feel,  contribute  greatly  to 
answering,  and  perhaps  answer,  the  question,  '  Whence 
came  this  people?'  The  many  and  valuable  tr()])liies 
he  collected  will,  in  due  time,  form  part  of  the  academy 
collection.  ' 

"To  Astrup,  my  companion  on  the  inland  journev,  is 
due  a  special  debt  of  gratitude.  A  boy  in  appearance 
and  hardlv  more  than  a  bov  in  vears,  he  showed  the  <rrit 
and  had  the  endurance  of  a  man,  and  his  happy  disposi- 
tion and  cheerful  alacrity  were  a  never  failing  comfort 
on  the  long,  tedious  march  across  the  ice. 

"(jib.sou,  our  ornithologist,  and  my  negro  boy  Matt 
had  the  commission  to  .'•ee  that  the  party  had  enough  to 
eat.  This  they  accomplished  with  great  credit  to  them- 
selves. In  this  connection  particular  acknowledgment 
is  due  to  Gibson,  who  was  indeed  the  Ninirod  of  us  all. 
Strong  and  active,  nothing  daunted  him,  and  with  equal 
courage  he  faced  privation  and  personal  risk. 

"  ]\Iy  boy  ]\Iatt,  who  proved  almost  as  expert  in  the 
use  of  the  gun,  merits  high  commendation  when  it  is 
remembered  that  he  belongs  to  a  race  supposed  to  be  ill 
adapted  for  the  endurance  of  extreme  cold,  and  that  when 
he  went  north  with  us  he  left  behind  a  young  bride. 
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As  j^ciicral  conclusions  of  the  work  of  tht-  expedi- 
tion, 1  feel  justified  in  statinj^  that  the  inland  ice  of 
Greenland,  between  the  seventy-eijj;^hth  and  ei<;lit\  - 
second  parallels,  is  identical  in  characteristics  with  the 
inland  ice  under  the  seventieth  parallel,  east  of  Disko 
Bay  ;  that  the  j^reat  <>laciers  of  the  northern  and  north- 
western fiords  have  all  the  external  features  indicatinir 
resistless  force  and  lii^;;li  velocity  coninion  to  the  glaciers 
of  Disko  Bay  and  Onienak  Sound,  as  well  as  those  of 
Inj^lefield  Gulf;  that  under  normal  conditions  the  wind 
of  the  j^reat  ice-cap  is  always  blowinj^  from  the  interior 
outward  and  downward  perpendicular  to  the  <^eneral 
trend  of  the  coast ;  that  the  agency  of  the  wind,  cease- 
lessly hurrying  the  snow  from  the  interior  to  the 
coast  land  ribbon,  where  it  can  melt,  must  now  be 
placed  on  a  par  with  the  agency  of  glacial  evaporation 
and  sub-glacial  liquefaction  in  all  discussions  as  to 
the  causes  which  tend  to  balance  the  annual  precipita- 
tion and  prevent  the  rapid  increase  of  the  interior 
ice-cap. 

"In  regard  to  the  methods,  equipments  and  other 
questions  bearing  upon  future  Arctic  work,  in  my 
opinion  the  North  Greenland  Expedition  has  shown 
that  an  itinerary  of  a  journey  upon  the  inland  ice  may 
be  followed  with  nearly  the  precision  with  which  freight 
trains  are  run  on  railroads,  and  Professor  Heilprin's 
voyage  shows  that  the  length  of  the  trip  from  here 
to  Whale  Sound  can  be  calculated  almost  to  a  day. 
Further,  it   has  been  demonstrated  that  two  or  three 
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well-equipped  men  can  command  any  part  of  tlie  coast 
of  Cfreenland  from  the  interior." 

A  Rhvihw  of  pRHviors  Arctic  Hxi'Kditions. 
Of  the  value  and  importance  of  polar  exploration, 
there  can  now  be  no  question,  althou<;h  the  popular 
notion  that  its  object  should  be  the  attaininj^  of  the 
hit;[hest  possible  point,  or  even  of  the  North  Pole  itself, 
is  wide  of  the  mark.  Its  true  objects  are  scientific,  the 
observations  of  meteoroloi.' "  d  and  magnetic  phenomena, 
and  t^eojj^raphical,  hydroj^raphic,  geological  and  ethno- 
logical studies.  The  ascertaining  of  the  exact  location 
and  the  period  and  range  of  oscillation  of  the  magnetic 
Pole  is  a  matter  of  superlative  importance  ;  the  geograph- 
ical North  Pole  has,  for  science,  no  greater  significance 
than  any  other  point  on  the  earth's  surface.  The 
chimera  of  an  open  Polar  Sea  beyond  the  ice-barrier  has 
long  since  lost  the  few  believers  in  it  which  it  ever  had, 
and  the  ambition  to  reach  this  mythical  sea,  and  the 
pure  spirit  of  adventure  which  has  made  "a  dash  upon 
the  Pole  "  its  ultimate  object,  have  long  ceased  to  be  the 
motives  of  the  undertakers  of  explorations  into  Arctic 


regions. 


Indeed,  these  motives,  which  have  played  so  important 
a  part  in  the  polar  enterprises  of  the  present  century, 
were  altogether  foreign  to  and  unknown  to  the  earlier 
explorers. 

Passing  the  abortive  attempts  in  the  tenth  centur\'  of 
our  era,  of  that  turbulent  barbarian,  Eric  the  Red,  at 
establishing    colonies    in  Greenland,  without  enlarging 
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upon  the  lialf-mytliical  voyages  of  tlie  Norsemen  from 
Iceland  to  tlie  coasts  of  North  America,  or  the  still 
deeper  mystery  of  the  voyage  in  the  fourteenth  century 
of  Niccolo  Zeno,  a  Venetian  nobleman,  into  the  north 
seas,  the  first  authentic  Arctic  explorations  were  born  of 
the  commercial  needs  of  the  northern  maritime  nations 
— the  Dutch,  the  Danes,  and  above  all,  of  the  English. 
The  voyages  of  the  c;>.lier  discoverers  of  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  centuries,  of  Davis,  of  Hudson,  of 
Baffin,  and  many  others,  were  all  undertaken  primarily 
in  the  interest  of  commerce. 

When  it  was  found  that  the  American  continent  lay 
stretched,  an  unbroken  barrier,  in  the  way  of  a  west- 
ering course  to  the  coveted  Indies,  and  the  two  gateways 
thither,  the  one  around  the  Cape  of  Good  Ho)^-^  and 
the  other  through  the  Strait  of  Magellan,  wen  red 
and  jealously  guarded  by  the  Portuguese  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  Spaniards  on  the  other,  it  became  a  matter 
of  the  highest  moment  to  the  other  commercial  powers 
of  Europe  to  find  a  way  around  the  obstructing  conti- 
nent of  America  which  might  be  used  free  of  Spanish 
or  Portugese  interference.  To  seek  such  a  one  in  a 
northwesterly  direction  was  the  most   obvious  solution. 

The  voyages  of  Frobisher  in  1576  and  1578  established 
the  fact  that  there  were  two  or  more  wide  openings  on  the 
American  coast,  leading  westward,  between  latitudes 
60°  and  63°,  but  what  he  supposed  to  have  been  a  part 
of  the  "  Engronelant,''  or  Greenland,  of  the  map  of 
Niccolo   Zeno,  and    what  he   called  "  Meta  Incognita," 
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was  really  a  part  of  the    western  shore  of  the   North 
American  continent.      Greenland  he  certainK-  never  saw. 
John  Davis,  who  made  the   next  attempt  t(/  discover 
a  northwesterly  passa<;e,  was  one  of  the  most  scientific 
seamen  of  his  time.      He  made  three  voyaj^^es  in    three 
snccessive  years,  aided  and  fitted  ont  by  William   San- 
derson and  other  merchants.      Sailin<;  from   Dartnioutli 
the  seventh  of  Jnne,   15S5,  he  was  the  first  to  visit   the 
west  coast  of  Greenland  snbseqnent  to  the  abandonment 
of    the    Norse   colonies.      He  called   it   the    "  Land  of 
Desolation. ' '     He  discovered  Gilbert's  Sonnd  (where  now 
stands    the   Danish   settlement   of  Godthaab),  and    then 
cros^  n'i^  the  strait  which  bears  his   name   he  traced  a 
portion    of    America's    western    shore.       In    his  second 
voya<>c  Davis  noted  what  he  calls   "a  fnrions  overfall,'' 
which  was  the  tide  fiowin*;  into  Hndson's   Strait  ;  and 
in  his  third  voyaj^e,  in  1587,  he  advanced  far  up  his  own 
strait    and    reached    a    lofty    j^ranite   island  in    72°    41' 
N.,  which  he  named  Sanderson's  Hope.      He  considered 
that  there  was  no  ,i;ood  hope  of  advancin,^^  farther,  and 
reported    'Mio  ice   towards   the   north,  but   a  oreat  sea, 
free,  lar<;e,  very  salt  and  blue,  and  of  an   unsearchable 
depth."      He  found  it   impossible   to   reconcile  his  dis- 
coveries with  the  reports  of  Frobishcr  and  the  Zeno  map, 
and  in  1595  he  published  a  tract,  entitled  "The  World's 
Hydrographical  Description,"   in  which   he  ably   states 
the  arg-nment  in  favor  of  a  northwest  passai^e. 

The  English  enterprises  were  continued  by  the  Mus- 
covy Company  and  b\-  associations  of  patriotic  merchants 
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of  London,  and  under  the  auspices  of  the  former  notable 
work  in  polar  discovery  was  done  by  Henr\-  Hudson. 
On  his  first  voya,i:^e,  in  1607,  he  discovered  the  until 
recently  most  northern  known  point  of  the  east  coast  of 
Greenland  in  ']t,°  N.,  named  *'Hold  with  Hope,"  and 
examined  the  edj^^e  of  the  ice  between  the  latter  coast  and 
Spitzberj^en,  reaching-  a  latitude  of  80°  23'  N.,  and  on 
his  way  home  he  discovered  the  island  now  known  as  Jan 
IMayen.  In  his  second  voyage,  undertaken  in  160S,  he 
nuide  further  examinations  of  the  edge  of  the  ice  between 
Spitzbergen  and  Nova  Zembla.  In  his  third  voyage,  in 
the  employ  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  he  dis- 
covered the  Hudson  River,  and  in  16 10  discovered  Hud- 
son's Strait  and  the  great  bay  which  bears  his  name. 

At  about  the  same  period  the  Danish  kings  began  to 
send  expeditions  f'/i  Luc  re-discovcry  of  the  lost  Green- 
land colony.  Christian  IV.  in  1605  sent  three  ships 
under  the  Englishmen,  Cunningham  and  Hall,  and  a 
Dane  named  Lindenov,  which  reached  the  western  coast 
of  Greenland  and  had  much  intercourse  \vith  the  Eski- 
mos.    Other  vessels  followed  in  1 606-1 607. 

After  several  expeditions  of  minor  importance,  one  of 
which,  despatched  under  Sir  Thomas  Button  in  com- 
mand of  the  K(  solution  and  the  Discovery,  in  161 2  win- 
tered on  the  west  shores  of  Hudson  Bay,  Robert  Bylot 
as  master,  with  William  Baffin  as  pilot  and  navigator, 
set  out  in  16 16  in  the  Discovery.  Sailing  up  Davis' 
Strait  they  pa.ssed  that  navigator's  farthest  point  at  San- 
derson's Hope,  and  sailed  round  the  great  channel,  with 
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siiialler  channels  leadiuii^  out  of  it,  which  has  l)ct'U 
known  ever  since  as  Baffin's  Hay.  Baffin  named  the 
most  northern  opening-  vSmith  Sound,  after  the  first 
Governor  of  the  Hast  India  Company  and  niuuificent 
promoter  of  the  expedition,  vSir  Thomas  vSniiiii,  lie 
discovered  and  charted  Wostenhohne  »Sound,  and 
Hakhiyt  Island  in  the  re<;ions  near  and  above  Cape 
York,  and  the  Cary  Islands  and  Lancaster  vSound  and 
Jones  Sound,  leadinj^  westward  out  of  Baffin's  Bay.  It 
mav  be  mentioned  as  an  illustration  of  the  \-alue  of 
the  .  early  voya<i;es  to  modern  science  that  Professor 
Hansteen,  of  Christiana,  made  use  of  Baffin's  observa- 
tions in  the  compilation  of  his  maj^netie  maps. 

I'or  a  period  of  two  centuries,  with  th'^  exception  of 
the  establishment  of  the  modern  Danish  settlements  in 
West  and  South  Greenland,  there  was  no  enterprise  of 
importance  iuto  these  waters.  This  was  due  mainly  to 
the  fact  that  the  decadence  of  Spain  and  Portu<^al,  and 
tiic  increasin<^  naval  strenj^th  of  the  Dutch,  and  later  of 
the  Enjj^lish,  shortly  brought  about  the  openinj^^  of  the 
routes  bv  wav  of  the  Strait  of  ^Mairellan  and  the  C'ne 
of  Good  Hope  to  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  made 
the  seekiuf^  after  a  northwest  iKissa<j;;e  a  matter  of  minor 
importance.  A  great  deal  was  accomplished  in  a 
northeasterly  direction,  h  wever,  especially  by  the 
Dutch,  and  between  172  s  and  1741,  by  the  command 
of  Peter  the  Great,  Kmperor  of  Russia,  Captain  Vitus 
Bering,  a  Dane,  made  several  voyages,  sailing  out  of 
Okhotsk,    in    Northeastern   Siberia,    ii:    which    he    dis- 
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covered  the  sea  and  strait  which  has  ever  since  borne 
his  name. 

It  was  not  till  after  the  peace  of  1815  that  north 
polar  research  again  fonnd  a  powerfnl  and  indefati- 
gable advocate  in  Sir  John  Barrow.  Through  his  in- 
fluence a  law  was  enacted  in  181 8  by  the  British  Par- 
liament, by  which  a  reward  of  ^20,000  was  offered  for 
making  the  northwest  passage,  and  of  ^5000  for  reaching 
89°  N.,  while  the  Commissioners  of  lyongitude  were 
empowered  to  award  proportionate  sums  to  those  who 
might  achieve  certain  portions  of  such  discoveries.  In 
181 7  the  Arctic  Sea  had  been  reported  by  Captain 
Scoresby  unusually  free  from  ice,  and  this  caused  the 
despatching  of  two  expeditions  the  following  year,  the  one 
by  way  of  Spitzbergen,  and  the  other  by  Baffin's  Bay. 
To  the  fkst,  in  command  of  Captain  David  Buchanan, 
Sir  John  Franklin,  then  only  Lieutenant  Franklin,  was 
attached.  The  two  vessels  of  this  expedition  were 
severely  nipped  and  were  obliged  to  return. 

The  other  expedition,  also  equipped  with  two  vessels, 
the  Isabella  and  the  Alexander,  under  Captain  John 
Ross  and  Lieutenant  Parry,  followed  in  the  wake  of 
Baffin's  voyage  of  1616,  and  is  important  mainly  in  that 
it  confirmed  the  discoveries  of  that  ancient  mariner. 
Captain  Ross  thought  the  inlets  reported  by  Baffin  as 
leading  out  of  his  great  bay  were  merely  smaller  inden- 
tations in  the  coast ;  his  second  in  command,  however, 
was  convinced  that  Lancaster  Sound  led  to  a  wider 
opening  to  the  westward. 
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Parrv  was  accordingly  selected  to  comiiiaiid  ?  new  ex- 
pedition  the  following  year.  Pnshing  westward  through 
Lancaster  vSonnd  and  its  continuation — which  he  named 
Barrow  vStrait — with  an  archipelago  on  his  starboard 
side,  since  k  lown  as  Parry  Islands,  he  observed  a  wide 
opening  to  the  north,  which  he  named  Wellington 
Channel,  and  sailed  on  for  300  miles  to  ^Melville  Island. 
Here  he  was  stopped  by  that  impenetrable  polar  pack 
of  great  thickness  which  seems  to  surround  the  archi- 
pelago to  tlie  north  of  the  American  continent.  The 
expedition  wintered  on  the  south  shore  of  IMelville 
Island  and  returned  in  October,  1820.  On  May  8,  1821, 
another  expedition  under  his  connnand  went  out  with 
the  Hcda  and  the  Fury.  This  company  passed  their 
first  winter  on  the  newly-discovered  Melville  Peninsula, 
and  still  persevering,  they  passed  a  second  winter  among 
the  Eskimos  at  Igloolik  in  69°  20'  N.,  discovered  a 
channel  leading  westward  from  the  head  of  Hudson's 
Bay,  which  Parry  na'  d  Fury  and  Hecla  Strait,  and  re- 
turned in  the  autumn  ui    1823. 

Meanwhile  Franklin  had  Ixoi  employed  in  efforts  to 
explore  the  northern  coast  of  America,  liitherto  almost 
a  terra  incognita.  In  1819  he  went  out  accompanied 
by  Dr.  Richardson,  George  Back  and  F  )()d,  landing  at 
York  Factory,  whence  they  proceeded  to  Oreat  Slave 
Lake.  In  August  the  following  year  thev  started  for 
the  Coppermine  river,  and  embarking  on  ii  Lhey  reached 
its  mouth  on  July  18,  182 1.  Over  500  miles  of  coast 
line  were  explored,  as  far  as  Cape  Turnagain.     On  its 
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return  journey,  the  party  endured  the  most  frightful 
suffering  from  cold  and  starvation,  but  eventually  Frank- 
lin, Richardson  and  Back  arrived  safely  at  Fort  Chip- 
pe\v\an. 

In  1824  three  combined  attempts  wen-  organized. 
Parry  again  entering  Lancaster  Sound  was  to  push  down 
an  opening  he  had  seen,  and  called  Prince  Regent's 
Inlet  ;  but  he  was  unsuccessful.  Beechey  entered  P)ehr- 
ing  vStrait  in  the  lilossoin^  and  extended  our  knowledge 
of  the  north  coast  of  the  continent  as  far  as  Point 
Barrow.  Franklin  descended  the  [Mackenzie  River  to 
its  mouth,  and  explored  the  coast  to  the  westward  for 
374  miles  ;  while  Dr.  Richardson  discovered  the  shore 
between  the  Mackenzie  eastward  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Coppermine  and  sighted  land  to  the  northward,  which 
he  named  Wollaston  Land,  and  called  the  dividing- 
channel  Union  and  Dolphin  vStrait.  They  returned  in 
the  autumn  of  1S26. 

Parry's  attempt  to  reach  the  Pole  in  1827  from  Spitz- 
bergen,  bv  means  of  sledge-boats,  was  useful  onh-  in 
proving  that  nothing  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  Arctic 
discovery  by  leaving  the  land  and  trusting  to  the  drifting 
packs. 

The  tracing  of  the  polar  shores  of  North  America 
was  continued  by  Captain  John  Ross,  who,  accompanied 
by  his  nephew,  James  Ross,  sailed  in  1829  in  the 
Victory;  they  passed  three  successive  winters  in  the 
regions  around  the  (iulf  of  Boothia,  so  named  by  them 
after  Felix  Booth,  a  wealthv  distiller  who  furnished  the 
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friids  for  the  expedition.  Their  winter  qnarters  was  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  land,  which  they  named  P>oothia 
Felix.  In  the  course  of  excursions  durinjj^  the  sunnner 
months,  they  crossed  the  land  and  discovered  the  posi- 
tion of  the  North  magnetic  Pole  on  the  western  side  of 
it,  on  June  i,  1831.  The  Rosses  could  never  get  their 
little  vessel  out  of  its  winter  quarters,  and  were  obliged 
to  fall  back  on  their  storc^  on  Fury  Beach,  where  they 
spent  a  fourth  winter,  and  were  eventually  picked  up  by 
a  whaler  in  Barrow  Strait.  The  servants  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  finalh-  completed  the  surveys  of  the 
northern  coast  of  America. 

In  1845,  a  fresh  attempt  was  made  by  Sir  John 
Franklin,  in  the  T^rcbiis  and  the  Terror^  to  force  a 
passage  from  Lancaster  Sound  to  Behring  Strait,  with 
its  well-known  tragic  ending.  Of  the  story  of  this 
untoward  event,  and  the  numerous  expeditions  of  search 
which  it  called  forth,  only  the  briefest  outline  of  its 
most  important  points  can  be  given.  A  few  geographi- 
cal details  are  necessary  in  order  to  understand  clearly 
the  nature  of  the  obstacles  which  finally  stopped  the 
progress  of  the  unhappy  explorer,  and  which  also  pre- 
vented Sir  Edward  Parry  from  proceeding  further  on  his 
first  voyage.  Westward  of  Melville  and  Baring  Islands, 
northward  of  the  western  part  of  the  American  coast,  and 
northward  of  Kennedy  Channel,  there  is  a  vast  unknown 
space,  the  ice  which  encumbers  it  never  having  been 
traversed  by  any  ship.  The  floes  with  which  it  is  packed 
are  described  by  all  navigators  who  have  skirted  its  edge 
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as  being  of  stupendous  thickness  and  massive  propor- 
tions. 

This  accumulation  of  ice,  to  which  Sir  Creorge  Nares 
has  given  the  name  of  a  ' '  Paleocrystic  Sea, ' '  arises  from 
the  absence  of  direct  connnunication  between  this  por- 
tion of  the  Arctic  Ocean  and  the  warmer  waters  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific.  Behring  Strait  is  the  only  vent  in 
a  southwesterly  direction,  and  that  channel  is  so  shallow 
that  the  ice  grounds  outside  of  it.  In  other  directions 
the  channels  leading  to  Baffin's  Bay  are  narrow  and 
tortuous.  The  heavy  polar  ice  flows  southeast  between 
Melville  and  Baring  Islands,  down  what  is  now  called 
McClintock  Channel,  and  impinges  on  the  northwest 
coast  of  King  William's  Land,  discovered  by  James 
Ross.  It  was  this  last  named  branch  of  the  paleocrystic 
sea  which  finally  stopped  the  progress  of  the  Franklin 
expedition. 

On  leaving  his  winter  quarters  at  Beechey  Island  in 
1846,  Franklin  found  a  channel  leading  south,  now 
called  Peel  Sound,  running  along  the  western  shore  of 
the  land  of  North  Somerset,  discovered  by  Parry  in  1819. 
If  he  could  reach  the  channel  on  the  American  coast, 
he  knew  that  he  would  be  able  to  make  his  way  along  it 
to  Behring  Strait.  He  sailed  south  through  Peel  Sound 
towards  King  William's  Land,  with  land  on  both  sides. 
But  directly  he  passed  the  southern  point  of  the  western 
land,  and  was  no  longer  shielded  by  it,  the  great  paleo- 
crystic stream  from  Melville  Island  was  fallen  in  with, 
pressing  on  King  William's  Land.     It  was  impassable. 
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The  only  possibility  of  i)ro<^rcss  would  have  been  ])y 
rouii(lin<4'  the  eastern  side  of  Kin^  William's  Land,  now 
known  to  be  an  island,  but  whose  insularity  was  then 
unknown. 

When,  in  1848,  Franklin  had  still  failed  to  return, 
anxiety  began  to  be  felt  for  the  expedition,  and  James 
Ross  was  despatched  to  Lancaster  Sound  with  two 
ships.  He  returned  in  the  followinj^  year  without  any 
tidintjs.  The  alarm  for  the  safety  of  the  party  now 
became  general,  and  in  May,  1850,  Captain  Austin  was 
sent,  in  command  of  the  .[ssistimcc  and  the  Resolute.^ 
with  two  steam  tenders,  to  renew  the  search  bv  wav  of 
Barrow  Strait.  Two  brigs,  the  Lady  Frcoikliii  and 
Sophia^  under  the  command  of  Penny,  an  able  whaling 
captain,  were  sent  by  the  same  route.  They  were 
obliged  to  remain  over  winter,  and  made  an  exhaustive 
search,  discovering  Franklin's  winter  quarters  on 
Beechey  Island,  but  there  was  no  record  of  any  kind  to 
indicate  the  direction  taken  by  the  ships. 

In  January,  1850,  an  expedition,  under  Collinson  and 
McClure,  in  the  Juitcrprisc  and  the  Invcstisrator^  had 
sailed  from  E^ngland  to  attempt  to  succor  the  missing 
explorers  by  way  of  Behring  Strait.  The  ships 
accidentally  parted  company,  and  each  continued  what 
proved  to  be  most  remarkable  voyages.  On  May  6, 
1 85 1,  the  Entcrpi isi\  with  Collinson  on  board,  passed 
the  straiL,  and  rounded  Point  Barrow  on  the  25th. 
Collinson  then  made  his  way  up  the  narrow  Prince  of 
Wales  Strait,  between  P>aring  and  Prince  Albert  Islands 
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and  readied  Princess  Royal  Islands,  where  McClnre  had 
been  the  previous  year.  Retnrninjr  southward,  the 
Enterprise  wintered  in  a  .sound  in  Prince  Albert  Island. 
Traveling  parties  were  despatched  in  the  spring  of  1852, 
one  of  them  reaching  Melville  Island.  In  September, 
1852,  the  ship  was  free,  and  Collinson  pressed  eastward 
along  the  northeast  of  America,  reaching  Cambridge 
Bay,  where  a  second  winter  was  passed.  In  the  spring 
he  examined  the  shores  of  Victoria  Land,  and  came  to 
within  a  few  miles  of  Point  Victory,  where  the  fate  of 
Franklin  would  have  been  ascertained.  The  Enterprise 
again  put  to  sea  on  August  5,  1853,  and  returned  west- 
ward along  the  northern  coast  of  America  until  she  was 
stopped  by  ice,  and  obliged  to  pass  a  third  winter  at 
Camden  Bay.  In  1854  this  most  remarkable  voyage  was 
completed,  and  Captain  Collinson  brought  the  Enter- 
prise back  to  England. 

Meanwhile  McClure  in  the  Iin^estigator  had  passed 
the  winter  1850-' 51  at  the  Princess  Roy  ^  Islands,  only 
thirty  miles  from  Barrow  Strait.  In  October  McChu'e 
ascended  a  hill  whence  he  could  see  the  frozen  surface  of 
Barrow  Strait  navigated  by  Parry  in  181 9.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  reach  it,  for  the  same  branch  of  the  paleocrystic 
sea  which  stopped  Franklin  off  King  William's 
Land  was  athwart  their  northward  course.  So  as  soon 
as  he  was  free,  in  1850,  McClure  turned  southward 
around  the  southern  extreme  of  Baring  Island,  and  com- 
menced to  force  a  passage  to  the  northward  between  the 
western  shore  of  that  land  and  the  enormous  fields  of  ice 
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which  j)re.s.scd  upon  it.  The  cliffs  rose  up  like  walls  011 
one  side,  while  on  the  other  the  stupendous  ice  of  the 
paleocrystic  sea  rose  from  the  water  to  a  hvel  with  the 
/fii'cs//X>-(7/(>r''ii  lower  yards.  After  many  hair-breadth 
escapes  IMcClure  took  refuge  in  a  bay  on  the  northern 
shore  of  Banks'  Land,  which  he  named  "The  Bay  of 
God's  ]\Iercy. "  There  the  /nz'rs/ ij^'-a /or  rcmainQd,  never 
to  move  again.  After  the  winter  of  i85i-'52  McClure 
made  a  iourney  across  the  ice  to  Melville  Island,  and  left 
a  record  at  Parry's  winter  harbor.  Abundant  supplies 
of  musk-oxen  were  fortunately  found,  but  another  winter 
had  to  be  faced.  In  the  spring  of  1853  IMcClure  was 
preparing  to  abandon  the  ship  with  all  hands,  and 
attempt,  like  Franklin's  crews,  to  reach  the  northern 
coast  of  America.  But  succor  providentially  arrived  in 
time. 

In  1852  the  British  government  resolved  to  send 
another  expedition  to  proceed  by  Lancaster  Sound. 
Austin's  vessels,  the  Assislancc  and  Rcso/nl(\  and  their 
steam  tenders,  the  Pioneer  and  Intrepid^  were  recom- 
missioned,  and  the  North  Star  sent  out  as  a  depot 
ship.  Sir  Edward  Belden  commanded  the  Assistance 
and  the  Pioneer  was  under  Sherard  Osborn.  These  two 
proceded  up  Wellington  Channel  to  Northumberland 
Bay,  where  they  wintered.  A  second  winter  was  passed 
by  them  lower  down  in  Wellington  Channel,  and  then, 
abandoning  their  ships,  they  returned  home  in  1854. 

Captain  Kellett  commanded  the  other  vessel,  the  Reso- 
lute^ with   McClintock    in    the   steam    tender  Intrepid. 
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Among  Kellett's  officers  were  the  best  of  Austin's 
sledge-travelers,  ]\IcClintock,  ]Mechani  and  \'esey  Ham- 
ilton ;  (ieorge  Nares,  the  future  leader  of  the  expedition 
of  1874-^75,  was  also  on  board  the  Resolute.  Kellett 
passed  onward  to  the  westward  and  passed  the  winter  of 
1852-53  at  ]\Ielville  Island.  During  the  autumn 
]\Iechani  discovered  McClure's  record  at  Parr\'s  winter 
harbor,  and  the  position  of  the  Invcstiiralor  was  thus 
ascertained  and  the  safety  of  her  crew  was  assured  ;  for 
it  was  only  necessary  to  send  a  message  across  the  strait 
between  two  fixed  positions. 

This  service  was  performed  by  Lieut.  Pim  early  in  the 
following  spring.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Itivisti- 
gcttor.,  led  by  ^IcClure,  arrived  safely  on  board  the  A'^'.sv;- 
Intc  on  June  17,  1853,  and  they  reached  England  in  the 
following  year.  They  had  not  only  discovered  but 
traversed  a  northwest  passage,  though  not  in  the  same 
ship,  and  partly  by  traveling  over  the  ice. 

Up  to  this  time  the  mystery  of  the  fate  of  the 
Franklin  party  was  unsolved.  At  last  in  1854,  Dr. 
Rae,  returning  from  a  journey  up  to  King  William's 
Land,  in  which  he  established  it  to  be  an  island, 
brought  home  tidings  and  relics  of  Franklin  which 
he  had  gathered  from  the  Eskimos.  This  led  to  the 
expedition  of  ]\IcClintock  in  the  Fox. 

At  the  time  the  government  of  Great  Britain  was 
wholly  taken  up  with  Eastern  affairs,  and  when  the  war 
was  over,  it  was  deemed  useless  to  spend  more  money  and 
risk  more  lives  in  what  was  regarded  as  a  hopeless  quest. 
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But  Lady  I''ranklin\s  jmoiis  devotion  to  the  ineiiiory  of 
hci  nol)lc  Imslxuul  prompted  her  to  make  one  hist  elTort 
to  ascertain  his  fate  ;  to  this  object  she  dedicated  all  her 
available  means,  aided,  as  she  had  been  before,  h\  the 
subscriptions  of  sympathizinjj^  friends.  The  little  yacht 
Fox  was  purchased  and  fitted  out,  and  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  veteran  Arctic  \i)ya<ycr,  Leopold  McClin- 
tock,  she  sailed  from  Aberdeen,  July,  1H57. 

The  first  winter  was  passed  driftini;'  around  Baffin's 
Bay,  locked  fast  in  the  floes,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
autumn  of  1858  that  the  Fox  was  oot  into  winter  quar- 
ters at  Port  Kennedy,  on  Ballot  vStrait,  between  Boothia 
Felix  and  North  Somerset.  In  the  sprint;  of  1859 
sledo;in<^  parties  went  out  to  search  the  coasts  of 
King  William's  Island  and  the  west  coa.st  of  Boothia. 
The  search  was  successful  so  far  as  ascertaining  the  fate 
of  the  expedition  is  concerned.  From  the  Eskimos  in 
Boothia  many  relics  were  obtained,  and  reports  as  \.o  the 
fate  of  the  .ships  and  the  men.  All  along  the  west  and 
south  coasts  of  King  William's  Island  remains  of  articles 
belonging  to  the  .ships  were  discovered,  and  skeletons 
that  told  a  terrible  tale  of  disaster.  Above  all,  in  a 
cairn  at  Point  Victory  a  record  was  discovered  b\-  Lieut. 
Hobson  that  briefl\-  told  the  history  of  the  expedition  up 
to  April  25,  1848.  In  1 845-' 46  it  had  wintered  at 
Beechey  Island,  on  the  southwest  coast  of  North  Devon, 
after  having  ascended  Wellington  Channel  to  latitude 
77°,  and  returned  by  the  west  side  of  Cornwallis  Island. 
The  success  of  the  first  year's  work,  thus  briefly  stated, 
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was  {greater  than  any  ever  attained  within  a  sinj^lc  sea- 
son of  Arctie  service. 

The  record  was  written  on  one  of  the  forms  snpplied 
b)'  tile  admiralty  to  snrveyinj^  vessels  to  be  thrown  over- 
board after  the  reqnired  data  had  been  filled  in.  \\\\\.  upon 
the  mars:in  and  around  the  printed  form  was  an  adden- 
dum dated  April  25,  184S,  after  all  hope  of  a  successful 
termination  of  the  enterprise  was  jj^iven  up.  It  was  in 
these  words:  ''April  25,  1.S48.  H.  M.  vS.  Terror  and 
J'^ri'hiis  were  deserted  on  22  April,  five  leajj^ues  N.  N.  \V. 
of  this,  having  been  beset  since  12th  September,  1846. 
The  officers  and  crews,  consisting  of  105  souls,  under 
the  connnand  of  Captain  F.  R.  M.  Crozier,  landed  here 
in  lat.  69°  yt'  42"  N.,  long.  98°  41'  W.  Sir  John 
Franklin  died  on  the  nth  Jnne,  1847  ;  and  the  total 
loss  by  death  of  the  expedition  has  been  up  to  this  date 
9  officers  and  15  men."  It  was  in  the  handwriting  of 
Captain  Fitzjames,  to  whose  signature  is  appended  that 
of  Captain  Crozier,  who  also  adds  the  words  of  momen- 
tous significance:  "Start  on  to-morrow,  26tli  April, 
1848,  for  Back's  Fish  River." 

A  briefer  record  never  told  a  more  tragic  story.  All 
of  the  party  had  probably  overrated  their  strength  and 
their  ability  to  reach  the  northern  shores  of  the  continent 
of  America.  Rednced  by  want  of  sufficient  food 
and  the  effect  of  their  winter's  confinement  in  these 
regions,  they  had  attempted  to  drag  with  them  two 
boats,  besides  heavily-laden  sledges,  and  doubtless  were 
soon  compelled  to  abandon  a  greater  part  of  their  burden. 
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One  of  the  boats  was  found  by  McClintock  near  the 
middle  of  tlie  west  eoast  of  Kinjr  William's  Island.  It 
contained  two  skeletons.  P'^rom  the  Ivskimos  it  was 
learned  that  the  men  dropped  down  as  they  walked,  and 
were  frequently  left  unburied.  There  was  no  suspicion 
of  foul  play,  althoujj^h  many  relics  of  the  retreatin^^ 
party  were  found  in  the  possession  of  the  Ivskimos. 
From  all  that  could  be  j^athered  it  .seems  that  one  of  the 
vessels  was  crushed  in  the  ice,  and  the  other  stranded  on 
the  shores  of  Kinj^^  William's  I.sland,  where  it  lay  for 
years  a  mine  of  wealth  to  the  wild  tribesmen.  No  trace 
of  the  vessels  was  found.  This  is  all  that  is  known  of 
the  fate  of  Franklin  and  his  j^allant  men.  Franklin  is 
certainly  entitled  to  the  credit  of  havinp^  discovered  the 
northwest  passage,  the  point  reached  by  him  beinj^  within 
a  few  miles  of  that  reached  b)'  earlier  explorers  from 
the  westward. 

The  catastrophe  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  expedition 
led  to  the  discovery  of  7000  miles  of  coast  line  and  to  the 
exploration  of  a  vast  extent  of  unknown  country.  It 
also  afforded  a  warninja^  which  would  render  any  similar 
disaster  quite  inexcusable.  If  arrangements  are  alwa\s 
carefully  made  for  a  retreat,  if  a  depot  ship  is  always 
left  in  reach  of  the  advancing  expedition  on  the  one  hand 
as  well  as  of  the  outer  world  on  the  other,  and  if  there 
is  annual  communication  with  positive  rules  for  deposit- 
ing records,  no  such  catastrophe  can  ever  happen  again. 

The  American  nation  was  first  led  to  take  an  interest 
in  polar  enterprise  through  a  very  noble  and  generous 
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sympathy  for  Franklin  and  his  brave  companions.  Mr. 
(rrinnell,  of  New  York,  gave  practical  expression  to  tli is 
feelinjj^  by  the  equipment,  in  i^^o,  of  two  vessels,  the 
^■IdzHincc  and  the  Rescue^  commanded  by  Lieutenants 
DeHaveu  and  (rriffith,  to  aid  in  the  search.  Dr.  Kane, 
of  Philadelphia,  accompanied  the  expedition  as  surgeon 
and  naturalist,  and  wrote  the  narrative  of  the  same, 
published  in  1854,  under  the  title  "The  U.  S.  Grinnell 
Ex])edition  in  Search  of  T)-,-.  Franklin.'"  The  expedition 
reached  Franklin's  winter  qviarters  on  Beechey  Island, 
but  returned  the  same  year  without  winterinj^-  there. 
Kane  was  determined  not  t-^  ,^ive  up  the  search,  and 
all  ^governmental  aid  bein*;-  refused,  in  spite  of  feeble 
health,  he  traveled  t]n-ou<.;li  the  vStates  lecturing  in 
order  to  obtain  funds,  and  gave  up  his  pay  for  twenty 
months. 

Finally  ]\Ir.  Grinnell  again  came  to  the  rescue  with 
the  brig  Adz'aiicc^  which  was  equipped  with  '.he  help  of 
]\Ir.  Peabody  and  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 
and  in  1853  the  expedition  sailed  with  the  purpose  of 
exnloriuir  the  unknown  couutrv  l)ordering  on  Smith 
Sound,  the  northerlv  outlet  of  BafiRn's  Bay,  and  beyond. 
The  .{dvancc  reached  Smith  Sound  in  August,  1853, 
and  went  into  winter  quarters  on  Rensselaer  Bay.  In- 
teresting work  was  done  in  '^he  following  spring.  The 
"■reatest  of  all  jilaciers.  Humboldt  Glacier,  with  a  surface 
extending  o^'er  sixty  miks,  was  discovered,  and  ]\Iorton, 
ciie  of  the  part>-,  crossed  its  foot  with  a  sled  and  a  team 
of    dogs,    and    attained    a    point    beyond,    near    Cape 
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Constitution,  in   latitude  81°  22'  N.  wlicuce  he  saw  to 
the  nortliward  open  water. 

This  discovery,  which  was  probably  nothin*;-  more  than 
a  part  of  the  sea  beyond  Kennedy  Channel,  and  possibly 
what  is  now  known  as  Hall  Basin,  temporarily  clear  of 
ice,  was  the  ori^rin  of  the  myth  of  an  "  Open  Polar  Sea. " 
The  expedition  was  harassed  by  sickness  and  want  of 
means,  and  after  a  second  winter,  during  which  scurvy 
attacked  the  whole  party,  notwithstanding  the  Eskimos, 
who  proved  true  friends,  furnished  them  with  fresh  meat, 
the  Advance  was  abandoned  ]\Iay  17,  1H55,  and  the 
party  reached  Upernavik  on  August  6.  Lieut.  Hartstene, 
who  had  been  sent  out  to  search  for  Kane,  reached  \'an 
Rensselaer  I'ay  after  he  had  gone,  but  took  the  reireat- 
ing  crew  on  board  on  his  return  \'oyage. 

Kane  reached  home  in  October  and  at  once  set  about 
writing  the  narrative  of  his  voyage,  which  was  published 
in  1856.  He  died  in  Havana,  February  16,  1857,  only 
thirty-seven  years  of  age,  having  certainly  accouiplished 
a  prodigious  amount  of  work  in  his  short  and  restless  life. 

On  July  10.  i860,  an  expedition  left  Boston,  under  the 
command  of  Dr.  Hayes,  in  the  schooner  I  liiird  Slates., 
for  Smith  Sound,  with  the  object  of  following  up  the 
line  of  research  begun  by  Dr.  Kane.  Dr.  Ha>es  had 
been  one  of  the  companions  of  the  former  expedition. 
He  wintered  at  Port  Foulke,  and  in  the  following  spring 
crossed  the  sound  to  the  American  shore  in  dog  sledges, 
exploring  the  coast,  without  making  any  momentous  dis- 
coveries, however. 
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The  story  of  Charles  Hall  as  an  Arctic  explorer,  like 
that  of  many  others,  is  most  pathetic.  A  deep  interest 
with  the  fate  of  Sir  John  Franklin  first  led  him  into  the 
northern  seas.  In  the  first  jonrney,  i86o-'62,  he  dis- 
covered the  remains  of  a  stone  honse  which  Frobisher 
had  bnilt  on  the  Conntess  of  Warwick  Island  in  157S. 
In  his  second  expedition,  1 864-' 69,  Hall,  by  dint  of  the 
most  nnwearied  perseverance,  at  len.j^th  reached  the  line 
of  retreat  of  the  Franklin  snrvivors,  at  Todd's  Island  and 
Pepper  River,  on  the  sonth  coast  of  Kin<>-  Willianrs 
Island.  He  heard  the  stor\'  of  the  wreck  of  one  of  the 
ships  from  the  Eskimos.  He  was  told  that  seven  bodies 
were  bnried  at  Todd  Island,  and  he  broni^ht  home  some 
bones  which  are  believed  to  be  those  of  Lient.  Le  Ver- 
comte,  of  the  J'^rchus, 

On  Jnly  3,  187 1,  he  started  from  New  London  with 
the  ill-starred  expedition  in  the  Po/ai-is.  HalTs  own 
plans  included  a  steamer,  with  a  sailin.^^  vessel  as  sup- 
port, and  the  means  of  maintaining;  occasional  comnuini- 
cation  between  himself  and  the  civilized  world  wherever 
he  niio'ht  be.  The  necessity  of  keepin<i^  open  communi- 
cation in  order  to  insure  a  retreat  or  make  a  rescue 
tolerably  certain  had  been  shown  a,t^ain  and  a^ain,  and 
was  reluctantlv  abandoned  when  he  found  that  Conj^ress 
would  t^ive  him  ])!;t  one  vessel  and  only  $50,000. 

In  respect,  too,  of  the  region  selected  for  exploration 
his  plans  were  completely  modified.  It  had  been  intended 
bv  him  to  sail  westward  out  of  I>affin\s  Bay  up  Jones 
Sound,  but  the  ojiinions  of  his  friends,  the  Eskimos,  and 
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tlic  «;reat  interest  attacliiii<i^  to  Kane's  experiences,  in- 
dnced  him  to  chanj^ehis  pnrposcand  to  follow  up  the  hit- 
ter explorer's  discoveries  on  Smith  Sound.  On  the  after- 
noon of  Aujj^ust  27  the  Poliris  was  opposite  Cape  Alex- 
ander and  entered  the  sound.  She  was  pushed  forward 
rapidly,  favored  by  comparatively  open  water,  and  on 
the  eveniuii'  followinir  entered  the  narrow  channel  ex- 
tendinj;-  north  in  continua'ion  of  Smith's  Sound,  and 
since  called  Kennedy  Channel.  On  the  twenty-ninth 
they  found  themselves  in  a  part  of  the  channel  just  trav- 
ersed, where  it  widened  into  a  basin  of  some  forty  miles 
in  extreme  breadth,  now  called  Hall  Basin,  and  beyond 
this  found  a  strait  trending;  northeast. 

This  strait,  which  is  about  twenty  to  twenty-five  miles 
in  width,  is  bordered  by  hij;ii  mountainous  laud,  broken 
here  and  there  by  ravines,  but  in  general  presentini;-  a 
perpendicular  line  of  clifis.  Durinj;-  the  remainder  of  the 
nij^ht,  and  for  several  hours  of  the  earh'  part  of  the  thir- 
tieth, the  ship  was  kept  niovin*^  toward  the  north  ;  im- 
mense ice-fields  were  passed,  increasinj^  in  size  and  num- 
ber. At  6  a.  m.  the  highest  point  was  reached.  The  ice 
then  became  so  compact  that  it  was  impossible  to  force 
the  vessel  throui»;h.  No  open  water  was  seen  further 
north.  The  Polaris  had  reached  the  limit  of  her  voyajj^e. 
"  We  saw  firm  ice  from  one  coast  to  the  other,"  says  the 
only  record  that  has  been  preserved.  P^o^s  had  ])re- 
vented  obser\ations  l)ein<^  taken,  so  that  the  latitude 
reached  could  not  be  recorded  with  exactness,  but  from 
careful  calculation  based  on  all    the  records  procural)le, 
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the  Hydroj^yraphic  Office  published  as  a  result  of  their 
revision  that  the  hig-hest  point  reached  by  the  Polaris 
was  82°  11',  a  point  far  beyond  all  previons  navigation 
towards  the  Pole.  The  strait  in  which  she  found  her- 
self was  called  Robeson  Strait,  after  the  Secretar\-  of 
the  Navy,  and  the  ice-bound  ocean  beyond  was  named 
Lincoln  Sea. 

The  expedition  went  into  winter  quarters  in  Thank 
God  Harbor,  September  i,  1871,  but  the  death  of 
Captain  Hall  virtually  put  an  end  to  its  work.  The 
ship  was  locked  in  its  harbor  by  Providence  Berg, 
a  huge  iceberg,  to  which  she  had  been  fastened  during 
the  winter,  and  from  which  she  was  not  released  until 
July,  1872.  She  cruised  among  the  floes  and  bergs  of 
Kennedy  Channel  and  Smith  Sound  during  August  and 
September,  1872,  vainly  trying  to  force  her  way  south- 
ward. Eany  in  October,  fearing  her  destruction  by  a  nip, 
stores  were  got  on  the  floes.  On  the  second  of  the  month 
the  floes  parted,  and  a  portion  of  the  expedition,  nineteen 
in  number,  were  cast  adrift,  spending  the  winter  on  their 
ice-raft,  and  were  finally  picked  up  by  the  British  sealer 
Tigress  on  April  30,  1873,  off"  the  coast  of  Labrador. 
The  party  remaining  with  the  ship  was  at  last  compelled 
to  abandon  her,  and  was  rescued  by  the  Scotch  whaler 
Ravcuscraig  in  June,  1873. 

Inspired  thereto  by  Dr.  Petermann,  of  Gotha,  his 
(rerman  countrymen  were  moved  to  take  their  share  in 
the  work  of  polar  discovery.  An  expedition  was  organ- 
ized in  1868  under  the  command  of  Captain  Koldewey, 
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examined  the  edge  of  the  ice  between  Spitzbergen  and 
Nova  Zenibla.  On  Jnly  14,  1S72,  the  two  explorers 
left  Troniso  in  the  steamer  TcgctJioff  during  an  excep- 
tionally sev^ere  season,  and  the  vessel  was  soon  beset 
with  ice.  The  summer  of  1873  found  her  still  a  close 
prisoner  near  Cape  Nassau  at  the  northern  end  of  Nova 
Zembla,  but  on  August  31,  a  mountainous  country  was 
sighted,  and  in  October  the  vessel  had  drifted  to  wathin 
three  miles  of  an  island  in  latitude  79°  54'.  There  a 
second  winter  was  spent.  Bears  were  very  numerous 
and  sixty-seven  w^re  killed,  their  meat  proving  an 
effective  remedy  against  scurvy.  The  newly  discovered 
country  was  found  to  equal  Spitzbergen  in  extent,  to 
be  divided  into  two  or  more  masses,  and  to  extend  to 
latitude  82°  N.  The  mountains  attained  a  height  of 
2000  or  3000  feet,  the  depressions  between  them  being 
covered  by  glaciers  and  the  interior  surmounted  by  an 
ice-cap.  The  country  was  named  after  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  Franz  Josef's  Land.  The  party  was  obliged  to 
abandon  their  ship  and  attempt  a  retreat  in  open  boats, 
and  were  at  last  picked  up  by  a  Russian  schooner  and 
arrived  at  Vardo  September  3,  1874. 

In  October,  1874,  spurred  to  action  by  the  gallant 
enterprise  of  other  countries,  the  then  prime  minister 
of  England  announced  that  an  expedition  would  be 
started  out  in  the  following  year  to  renew  polar  explo- 
ration. The  route  by  Smith  Sound  was  selected,  and 
two  powerful  steamers,  the  Alert  and  Discovery^  were 
commissioned.     Captain  Nares  was  placed  in  command. 
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The  expedition  left  Portsmouth   on   May   29,  1875,  and 
entered  Smith  Sound  towards  the  end  of  July.      After 
herculean  difficulties  with  the  drifting  packs  Ladv  Frank, 
Hn  Bay,  in  latitude  81°  44',  was  reached,  where  the  Discov- 
cry   was    established    in    winter   quarters.      The    Alert 
pressed  on  and  reached  the  edge  of  the  paleocrystic  sea, 
the  ice  floes  being  from  80  to  100   feet  in  thickness' 
Leaving    Robeson    Strait    the    vessel    made    procuress 
'-tween    the    land    and    the   grounded    ice   pieces  ^and 
:       :-^d  the  winter  off  the  open  coast,  and  facing  the  crreat 
po.ar  pack  in  82°  27'  N.,at  a  point   16'  further  north 
than  the  highest  reached  by  the  Polaris.     On  April  3, 
1876,  sledging  parties  started  from  both  vessels.    Captain 
Markham  and  I.ieut.  Parr  advanced  over  almost   insur- 
mountable difficulties  over  the   polar  pack  to  a   higher 
latitude  than  was  ever  before  attained,  83°  20'  2^'  N 
The  coast  line  to  the  westward,  facing  the  frozen  ocean' 
was  explored,  as  well  as  over  300  miles  of  new  coasi 
hue  along  the  northern  coast  of  Greenland,  the  difficulty 
of  the  work  being  increased  a  hundred-fold  bv  the  party 
being  attacked  by  scurvy.     A  series  of  magnetic,   me- 
teorological and  tidal  observations  completed  the  useful 
work,    and    the    expedition    returned    to    Kncdand    in 
October,    1876.  ^ 

In  1879,  a  party,  consisting  of  Lieut.  Schwatka,  U. 
S.  A.,  and  three  others,  set  out  overland  with  the  object 
of  throwing  further  light  on  the  sad  historv  of  the 
retreat  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  expedition,  bv  examining 
the  west  coast  of  King  William's  Island  in  the  summer 
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when  the  ground  would  be  free  of  snow.  They  wintered 
near  Cliesterfield  Inlet,  on  Hudson's  Bay.  On  April  i, 
1879,  they  set  out  for  the  estuary  of  the  Great  Fish 
River,  taking  only  very  little  provisions  and  assisted  bv 
Eskimos  and  dogs.  Their  reliance  was  mainly  on 
game,  in  which  they  were  favored  by  fortune,  killing 
no  less  than  522  reindeer  on  the  trip.  The  cold  of  the 
winter  in  this  region  is  intense,  the  thermometer  falling 
as  low  as  70°  below  zero,  so  that  the  return  journey, 
which  was  begun  in  November,  was  most  remarkable. 
Little  was  left  to  be  done  with  regard  to  the  search  after 
McClintock  and  Hall,  but  some  graves  were  found,  as  well 
as  a  medal  belonging  to  Lieut.  Irving,  of  the  Terror^  and 
some  bones  believed  to  be  his  were  brought  home  and 
interred  at  Edinburgh. 

In  1879  James  Gordon  Bennett,  of  the  New  York 
Herald^  decided  to  fit  out  an  exploring  expedition  into 
Arctic  waters,  to  proceed  by  way  of  Behring  Strait  west- 
ward. The  yacht  Pandora.,  in  which  Sir  Allen  Young 
had  in  1875  so  nearly  succeeded  in  penetrating  Peel 
Sound  and  the  northwest  passage  up  to  the  point 
reached  by  Franklin,  was  bought  and  rechristened  the 
Jcanncttc.  She  was  provisioned  for  three  years,  and  the 
undertaking  having  been  made  a  national  one  by  special 
act  of  Congress,  the  expedition  sailed  from  San  Francisco 
on  July  8,  1879,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  De  Long, 
of  the  United  States  Navy.  The  vessel  was  last  sighted 
on  September  3  steaming  towards  Wrangell  Land.  No 
tidings    having  come  from  the  Jcanncttc,   in   1881   two 
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steamers  were  sent  in  search.  One  of  tlicni,  the  Rod- 
gers^  reached  Wranj^^ell  Land,  on  the  south  side  of 
which  she  anchored  in  a  good  harbor.  The  land  was 
explored  and  discovered  to  be  an  island  about  seventy 
miles  long',  with  a  ridge  of  hills  traversing  it  east  and 
west.  The  Rodgcrs  then  penetrated  to  the  north  of  it 
and  examined  the  edge  of  the  polar  ice,  reaching  lati- 
tude "12^°  44'  N.,  the  highest  ever  attained  on  the  Behring 
Strait  meridian.  No  news  v/as  obtained  of  the  missing 
expedition,  but  soon  after  the  melancholy  tidings  came 
from  Siberia  that  the  Jcannctk\  after  having  been  beset 
in  the  heavy  packs  for  twenty-two  months,  was  crushed 
in  the  ice  and  sunk  on  Jime  12,  1881,  in  latitude  77° 
15'  N.,  longitude  155°  E.  The  crew  dragged  three 
boats  over  the  ice,  reaching  an  island,  which  they  ca^.'^ed 
Bennett  Island,  on  July  29.  They  reached  the  New 
Siberia  Islands  on  September  10,  and  on  the  twelfth  set 
out  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lena.  The  boats  were  sepa- 
rated in  a  gale  on  the  same  evening.  One  of  the  boats 
was  lost,  but  the  one  under  Engineer  Melville  made  the 
land  of  the  Lena  delta,  and  he  ultimately  reached  Irkutsk, 
where,  getting  assistance,  he  started  out  in  search  of 
De  Long,  who  had  also  landed.  Eventually  jMelville  dis- 
covered the  dead  bodies  of  De  Long  and  two  of  his  crew  on 
March  23,  1883.  They  had  died  of  hunger  and  exhaustion. 
At  an  international  polar  convention  held  in  Hamburg, 
1879,  followed  by  another  in  St.  Petersburg  in  1880,  it 
was  resolved  by  the  representatives  of  the  nations  of 
Europe  and  America  to  establish  a  number  of  stations, 
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one  or  more  by  each  nation,  where  synchronons  observa- 
tions should  be  taken,  be^innin<;  Anj^iist,  1SS2.    America 
sent  two  expeditions,  one  to  Point  Barrow,  on  tlic  north- 
ern shores  of  Alaska,  under  Lieut.  Ray,  U.  vS.    A.,  and 
one    to    Lady  Franklin    Hay,   in    latitude    81°    44'  N., 
where    the   Discovery  had    been    in  winter   quarters    in 
1875-76.      On  August   II,  1881,  the  steamer  /'>■<>/( iis^ 
after  an  unusually  successful  trip,  reached  Lady  Frank- 
lin Bay  with  a  party  consisting  of  Lieut,  (ireely  and  two 
other  lieutenants  and  twenty  sergeants  and  privates  of  the 
United  States  Army,  accompanied  l)y  Dr.  Pavy.     The 
series  of  meteorological  and  magnetic  observations  agreed 
upon  were  at  once  commenced  and  the  winter  passed  with- 
out accident.    In  the  sunnner       the  following  vear  several 
detached  parties  were  sent  out  on  exploring  expeditions, 
one  of  them  consisting  of  Lieut.    Lockwood  and  Sergt. 
Brainard,  traveling  along  the  northern  coast  of  Green- 
land and  beyond  until  they  reached  a  small  island  north 
of  this  coast  in  latitude  83°  44'  N.,  longitude  44°  5'  W., 
the  hiirhcst  north  ever  attained.      The  interior  of  Grin- 
nell  Land  was  also  explored,  and  a  fiord  discovered  enter- 
ing the  land  from  the  west. 

A  rescuing  party  failing  to  arrive,  although  expedi- 
tions had  been  sent  in  1882  and  in  1883,  both  of  which 
failed  to  reach  them,  a  retreat  in  boats  was  begun  on 
August  9  of  the  latter  year,  with  the  expectation  of  find- 
in<r  a  relievinji  vessel  in  Smith  Sound.  Tliev  reached 
Cape  Sabine,  where  they  were  obliged  to  encamp  for  the 
winter,  on  October  21,  1883.      Here  the  remnant  of  the 
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party  was  rescued  in  the  folluwinj;  \ear  hy  tlie  steamers 
Thetis  and  the  Bear.  They  had  found  a  cache  of  pro- 
visions left  at  Cape  Sabine  by  Nares  in  1^75,  but  when 
that  was  exhausted  a  period  of  indescribable  horror 
ensued.  lyieuts.  (ireely  and  Danenhower  and  five  others 
were  discovered  in  i  tent  just  barely  alive,  and  the 
surrounding^  {graves  and  unburied  dead  told  a  ghastly 
and  frij^-htfnl  talc. 

These  two  disasters  following  so  quickly  one  upon  the 
other  promised  to  put  an  effectual  stop  to  all  far  northern 
exploration  ;  and  from  the  time  of  the  rescue  of  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  Greely  party  none  of  any  importance  was 
undertaken  until  that  of  Lieut.  Peary,  excepting  only 
that  of  Nansen,  in  1888.  With  four  companions,  stt^rt- 
ing  from  Kioge  Hay,  on  the  east  coast  of  Greenland,  the 
latter  accomplished  sucee.  sfully  and  proved  the  practi- 
cability of  the  crossing  of  and  traveling  upon  the  interior 
ice-cap.  They  had  no  draught  animals,  and  dragged 
all  of  their  supplies  on  sledges,  and  finally  landed  on  the 
west  coast  near  Oodthaab. 

The  interest  aroused  by  the  success  of  Lieut.  Peary's 
undertaking  is  world-wide.  No  less  than  three  expedi- 
tions are  in  project  to  depart  next  year,  and  it  may  be 
said,  without  exaggeration,  that  he  has  auspiciously 
opened  a  new  era  of  polar  enterprises. 
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AT  THR   ACADKMY   OF   XATfRAI,   SciKNCKS  -Th..    Im 

>-i»,iv(.K>,.— IHK    INVITUD 
OfKST.S. 

^HK  following,  distinguished  people  were  invited  to 
■^  and  nearly  all  attended  the  reception  given  at  its 
l^all  (Logan  Sqnare),  on  September  i8,  1892,  bv  the 
Acaden,v  of  Natnral  Sciences  to  Uent.  and  Mrs.  >e  y 
ad  the  n.en.bers  of  the  Relief  Expedition  and  of  thi 
other  Arctic  expeditions  of  the  Acadeniv  : 

Arnold,  Crawford,  «„ard„,a„   Rev  C  T)  r. 

Archambault,  V.  F.,  Hn„/ar,o    \r  •",      '  Chauncey,  Charles, 

Archarahault.V.F   ir        f  '^^"•^'""'•^">  Chil.ls,  George  W. 

A.shhurst,  Dr.  John.  Bori';,  Beauveau  r !'f  T"' "^  Kay.nond. 

Ashhurst.  Richard  L.,  Uosln' shell  OH v;r  C  ^"^'  ^.  """''»'•'•. 

Baily,  Joel  J..  b„,.,     j  „;"  ^^^  ^  -      ^  ^-^""'an.  I.udovic  C, 

«a,rd.  Henry  Carey.        nnnv,;.  Airxa^lcr,'         '      '""''  '''■  '^^  ■'■' 

Hrown,  T.  A      Ir 

iirown,  Moses, 

Iteaver,  Gen.  J.  A.,  I)„lli,i  'r   ,.  '  ^'-     '■""'"'•  '-"-"luel, 

Beiller,  A.  M.,  Dir.  of  Burnlnin   r,  ^"''"'-  ""^'l'™"!, 

ru...  Safety.  BiZha    •  G  ^  ,,  ,':'°"""''  ''■■--■"•. 

i'.".o„,  Edwin  N.,  ca.,„.„,„„„':''^ict.„  c':;;;::;^:'  r-  ,?■■ 

Carted^re.  Miss  FHza-    Cope,  Miss  C. 

Cas>;.,ff    Ai  ,  ^"P*"'  M'ssC.  R., 

Cassatt,  Alexander  J.,    Corson.  Robert  K 

Cast,    r,Sa„„ol.Jr.,       Coxe,  Hrinton.        ' 
Chambers,  Dr.  J.  P..        Coxe.  Fcklev  B 


Banes,  Col.  Chas.  H. 
Baugh,  Daniel, 
Ban^di,  vSanmel, 


Coates,  I'Mward  II.,' 
Coates,  Ilenrv  T.. 
Cochran,  Travis, 
Cochran,  T., 


Betts.  Chas   M., 
«etz,  J.  F., 
Riddle,  Alex., 
BHldle,  Arthur, 
I>   idle,  Henry  \V., 

Billings,  John  S.,IVrD 
U.  S.  A. 

Bispham,  Georg-e  T., 
Bladen,  Mrs.  K.  S.,  ' 
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Blankenburg,  Rndolph,  Chandler,  Th.  P., 


Coxe,  F.  Robert, 
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Cfrssoii,  ( W-oriji'  v., 
Crilly,  Col.  Imhiums  J., 
Ciilliiiaii,  Col.  R.  I'"., 
Cii'miiii^ham,  V-  Ut  1'\, 
CiiykT,  'P.  :)c-  Wilt, 
D.iCost.i,  Dr.  J.  M., 
Dallam,     David     Ivii.i;- 

lisli. 
Dallas,     IIdm.     (ii-oiur 

M., 
Dana,  Clias.   ]•.., 
DarUy,      I'lMuis      T. 

Suliy. 
Danaoli,  Dr.  jaiiK's, 
Davis,  1,.  Clarke-, 
Davissoii,  I    II.  .\.. 
Di'clu't,   (KMi.    Uol)frl 

r.. 

D.vi'iiny,  Oh. IS.  l'\, 
Dickson,    1<.  'I'aylor, 
Dickson,  Saiinu'l, 
Disston,  llaniiUoti, 
Doiaii,  'riionias, 
Drixcl.  A.  J., 
Dropsii',  iNIosfs  .\., 
DiiUon.   William   Dal- 

liha. 
Ivlkins,  William  I,., 
I'Mliol..  .\.  (;., 
IvUi.s,  J.  H., 
lvrrin>;i.T,  J.  L., 
Kvrrli.Tl,  \\.  I\I., 
l-VhiKor.  CharU-s  C, 
lH-ll,J.  R, 
I'VtkToll",   .\.    II., 

I'icM,  lion.  J    T.. 
iMlhcrt,  ]>i.  I<n(l\vi,i;S., 
I-itKr,    Hon.  H.  S.. 
I'lirk,  I.auivnci',  M.  1) 
Foss,  Rev    C.  D  , 
I'oulko,  J.  Ro!)crts. 
iMaloy,  I'rcd., 
Imhikss,  II.  II.. 
(iooiU  ii,    1)1.  Wm 
Goo,U-ll.  Di    Win   0 
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( looilwin,  William, 
,    ( iraliam,  Hon.  (lco..S., 

liicj;ory,   Dr.   11.   D., 
.    (iriscom.  CU  nu'iit  1 1., 

Hai-kcr,  Cli.irk's, 

Hacker,  William, 

I  laoics,  C  W  , 

Haines,  Mis.  Jane  R.,    . 

H.ill..\vi'll,Mrs.S.C.l'..    . 

Hallowell,  Miss  j.   1'.,    . 

Hancock,   (\.  C, 

Haii.in,  Di-.  C  C. 

H.inlini;,  'i., 

Ha.,is,J.  S., 

I    inison,  C.  C, 

Hart,    llverly. 

Hart,  'IMiom.is,  jr., 

Hailshorm-,  OliaiUs, 

Hiiivey,  .\.  Iv., 

Uastin.!^s,   (ien.  I).  H., 

Hays,  I.    Mines,  M.  1). 

Ha/.leiinrsl,    H  , 

Head,  Mrs.  V.W/... 

Herd,  Mrs.  Harriet, 

Healy.  Dr.  J.  J., 

Heehner,  ^.Miarles, 

n..Miry,   C.  W  , 

llonry,  J.  H., 

Henry,  M.  I'., 

Ilensly,  Ivd.,  Jr. 

Hewitt,  c;.  \V  . 

Hewitt,  W.  1)., 

Ilollin^swortli,   vS.  (',., 

Holmes,  Miss  M.  S., 

lh>ustoii,  W  C  ,  Ir. 

Howe,  Dr.  H., 

Howell,    /oi)liar    l.mi 

Hnat,    Dr.  William, 
Htdl)nrt,      Rev.       ')r 

Merritt, 
Ilutton,    .Xcjdisoii, 
ln,<.;liam,  Dr.  Janu's  V. 
Inidiam,  William  .\., 
Innliam,  Wm.  H  , 


In.i^ersoil,  C\\;\:  les  iM~ 

ward, 
.mu's,  Trol".   !•;.  J., 
lison,  1'    K., 
■trow.   Rev.  M.. 
ne, Henry  l.eli.irre. 
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Kromcr,  Miss  I,,, 
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,»'a,  lU'iirv  c., 
A'annn.!':,  Thomas, 
,eidy    Dr.  Jos..  Jr. 
,ewi',  Ivnoch, 
,ewis,  ( W'oriuje  T  , 
,ewis,  Mi.ss  ( iraceann.i 
,ewis,  Pircv  M., 
,e\\is,  Robert  M., 
.ililicy,  Wm.,  Jr  , 
,i])])incott,  Craii;, 
appincott,  J.  M., 
,l<>vd.  M.iU'olm, 
,ock  wood,  Wm.  Iv, 
oni^strcth.  Dr.  RI., 
.oi;an,  A.   .S  , 
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Logan,  Hoti.  J.  A., 
IvOXighlin.Rev.  Jas.  P\, 
Lyiidall,  Miss  E.  M., 
McAleer,  Hou.  Wm., 
McClellan,  Dr.  G., 
McClure,  Col.  A.  K., 
McCounell,  Rfv.  S.D., 
McDoiiough,  M.  F  , 
McKlvvjll,   Chitf   En- 
gineer Jackson, 
McKean/rii., 
McLoiighlin,    I" 'ward 

I)., 
Mc]Mast(!r,  Prof.  James 

Bache, 
McMichacl,  Walter, 
Mc:Murtrie,       Richard 

C, 
MacVeagh,      Hon. 

Wayne, 
INIcVickar,  Rev.W.  N., 
McWade,  R., 
Macintosh,  Rev.  J.  vS., 
Maitland,     JMiss     Vir- 
ginia, 
Maloney,  Martin, 
Markoe,  O.n.  John, 
Marshall,  Dr.  J., 
Martin,  Dr.  Ivdward, 
Martin,  Dr  James, 
Martin,  Simon  J., 
May,  R'.'V.  Jos., 
Meade,  Col.  (k-orge, 
Megarge,  vSamnel  J  , 
Meigs,  Dr  A.  V., 
Merrick,  J.  V., 
Mitchell,  J.  K  , 
Miller.  I'rof.  I,.  W.. 
Mitchell,  Dr.  ,S,  Weir, 
Montgomery,  ']"h.  L., 
Montgoinerv,  Thomas 

H., 
Morais,  Rev.  S., 
Morrell,  E.  de  V., 
Morris,  Dr   Casjier, 


Morris,  Effingham  B., 
Morris,  Harrison  S., 
Morris,  I.  W., 
Morris,  Dr.  J.  C, 
Morton,  Dr.  Th.  S.  K., 
INIuckle,  Col.  M.  R., 
Mnhr,  vSimon, 
Myhlert/.  V.  !•., 
Newbold,  Cleme'it  B., 
Norris,  Dr.  Isaac, 
Norris,  Dr.  Wm.  E., 
O'Brien,  A.  II., 
O'llara,  Dr.  Mic-.ael, 
Packard,  Dr.  John, 
Page,  S.  Davis, 
I'arrish,  Joseph, 
Parsons,  James, 
Patterson,  lion.  R  , 
Patterson,  C.  Stuart, 
Pattison,  Hon.  R.  E., 
Paul,  J.  W., 
Paul,  James  W.,  Jr. 
Paul,  John  Rodman, 
Penro.se,  Boies, 
Penro.se,  C.  B.,  ^\.  D. 
Penrose,  Dr.  R.  A.  E., 
Pepper,  Dr.  William, 
Pepper,  William  Piatt, 
Perot,  T.  Morris, 
Phillers,  (ieo., 
Ihillips,  H.,  Jr. 
Piersol,  Dr.  G.  A., 
Piatt,  Charles. 
Porter,  Dr.  Wm.  G., 
Potts,  William  J., 
Preston,  ('..  R., 
Prevdst,       Sutherland 

M., 
Price,  Thomas  C  , 
Pugh,  Charles  E)., 
Rawle,  I'rederick, 
Rawle,  W.  Brooke, 
Reeves,  EranklinB. , 
Rejiplier   Miss  .Agnes 
Rhaun,  William  H., 


Rhoads,  Miss  Beulah, 
Riter,  Hon.  E.  M., 
Roberts,  G.  B., 
Roberts,  Israel, 
Rogers,  Charles  R., 
Rogers,  Col.  J.  I., 
Roth,  Prof.  E  , 
Ryan,  Right  Rev.  J. P., 
Ryerss,  Robert  W., 
vSachse,  J.  I'., 
Samuil,  John  D., 
Sartain,Miss  Emily  I., 
Schimpf,  Jacob, 
Scott,   Hon.  John, 
ScoU,  Lewis  .\  , 
Scott.  William  H., 
Scull,  David, 
Seiss.  C.  l-cw, 
Seiss,  Rev    J.  A. 
Sellers,  Coleman, 
Sellers,  Coleman,  Jr. 
Sellers,  David  W., 
Sellers  William, 
vShelton,  1  r.  R., 
Shc])p;ird,  I'urman, 
Shipley,  .Samuel  R., 
vSliiii])en,  I'idward. 
Shively,  Miss  :\I.  E., 
Shorlridge,  X.  P., 
vSims,  John  C, 
Singerly,  Wm.  M., 
Sinkler,  Dr.  W., 
Sloan,  Prof.  W.  M., 
Smith,  C    M'lrton, 
Smith,  Maj.  H.  E., 
Smith.   R  , 
Smith,  W.  G  , 
Si  lith,  Gen.  W.  M.  E., 
Snowden,  Gen.  G.  R., 
Spellisy,  Or.  Jos.  M., 
Spellisy,  P    II  , 
Sjiencer,  John  T., 
vStearne,  I.  .\., 
Steele.  Ivhvard  T., 
vSteele,  II.  M., 
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Stern,  S.  A., 
Stewanlson,  John, 
Stewardson,   Thomas, 
vStcwarl,  Hon. Will.  F., 
vSlillc,  rrof.  Ch.J., 
Stilrinjf,  Kdiii., 
vStoddart,  J.  M.. 
vStoiic,  I'rL'deiick  I)., 
vSlotcshury ,  IvdwardT. , 
Strawbridj/e  Justus  C, 
vStuart,  Hon. Edwin  S., 
Sullivan,  Jcrcniiah  J., 
Sullivan,  John, 
Snlz1)er<fer,  M., 
SweiKard,  J.  A., 
Tathain,  William  V  , 
Thayer,  Hon.  M.  R., 
Thayer,  (ieii    Russell, 
Thomas,  Dr.  C.  H., 
Thomas,  Dr.  Chas.  .M  , 
Thomas,  Frank, 
Thomas,  (Veorge, 
Thompson,  Prof.  Rob- 
ert Ellis, 
Thomson,  Dr.  Win., 
Tilghman,  Benj.  C, 
Tilghman, Richard  A., 


Toland,  Ivlward  D., 
Tower,    Charlemagne, 

Jr., 
Townsend,  Joseph  B., 
Trotter,  C.  W., 
Troutinan,  G.  ]M  , 
Tryon,  Miss  A.  S., 
Tyson,  Ivlward  T. 
Vaux,J.  W., 
Walk,  Dr.  J.  W., 
Walter,  Miss  E^nima, 
Walton,  J.  S  , 
Warburton,  Col.  C.  F., 
Warren,  Gen.  L.  H., 
Warwick,  Charles  F., 
Watson,  James  V., 
Weightmaii,  William, 
Weightman,  :Mrs.  Wil- 
liam, Jr., 
Weil,  Edward  H., 
Welsh,  Edward  L., 
Welsh,  Herbert, 
Westergaard,  Lars, 
Wetherill,  Charles, 
Weygandt,  C.  M., 
White,  H., 
White,  Richard  P. , 


Widener,  P.  A.  B., 
Wiedersheim,      Theo- 
dore E., 
Williams,  Talcott, 
Williams,  Miss  L.  L., 
Willson,  Hon.  Robert 

N., 
Wilson,  Joseph  M., 
Wiltbank.W.  W., 
Wind.sor,  J.  D., 
Winsor,  William  D., 
Wistar.  Edward  M., 
Wistar,  Dr.  Thomas, 
Wister,  Mrs.  A   C. , 
Wister,  Rodman, 
Wi.ster,  W.  Rotch, 
Wister,  W.  Wynne, 
Wormelv,    Dr.    Theo. 

G., 
Wood,  R.  Francis, 
Wood,  Geo., 
Wood,  Richard, 
Wood,  William  iC, 
Wright,  C.  B., 
Wright,  Will.  B., 
Wurts,  C.  S., 
Yaniell,  Ellis, 
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